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LETTER       I. 


journal  of  a.  Voyi^e  from  England  t§ 

Sl  Peter/burgb, 

f 

BE  Ak  SIR,  Sr.  Peterfburgh,  Aug.  i6,  17614 

I  HAVE  the  pleafure  of  informing  you 
of  my  arrival  in  Ruilia.  Thei  paflage 
was  expeditious  J  but  not  *  iiitirely  without 
fome  hazard:  and  the  following  Journal  of 
the  Voyage,  in  which^  however,  I  have  only 
marked  thofe  days  when  any  thing  pairticular 
occurred,  may  perhaps  afford  you  fome 
amufement.  Nor  fhaU  I  harafs  you  with 
larboard  and  Jiarboard^    and  for<  and  aft. 

B  We 
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We  arc  neither  of  us  feamen ;  why^  there- 
fore, fhould  I  trouble  either  you  or  myfelf 
with  the  affedation  of  naval  terms  ? 

Auguft  2.  I  embarked,  in  the  evening, 
along  with  Lord  C.  *  and  his  family^  on 
board  the  Tweed  Frigate  at  the  Nore. 

Auguft  3.  Early  in  the  morning  the  ref- 
fel  was  under  fail.  The  wind  very  favour- 
able* The  Tweed  carries  thirty-two  guns: 
and,  induding  forty  marines,  her  full  com- 
plement of  men  is  two  hundred  and  twenty. 

Auguft  6.  Very  ftormy.  The  weather, 
hitherto,  had  been  remarkably  pleafant.  This^ 
day  we  entered  thq  Categate. 

Auguft  7.  The  weather  fine,  and  dhc  wind 
fevoutabk^  We  faSed  along  the  ctoft  of 
Zealathd.~ — Nothing  of  the  kind  could  be 
more  delightful  than  the  verdure  and  variety 
ef  hill  ahd  dale;,  difplayfed  in  that  feeautiful 
ifland.  In  the  afternoon  we  paffed  a  finatt 
palace  beloyiging  to  the  King  of  Denmark^ 

• 

•  ilis  Lordlbip  was  appoinled  Ambaflador  SKtraordinary 
)Uid  Planipotei^tiaiy  to  the  Einprefs  of  Ruflla. 

It 
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It  is  diftant  about  two  miles  from  Elfmore  j 
is  flatrroofed  j  has  twelve  windows  in  froni:, 
and  is  built,  as  I  was  toldj  on  the  very  place 
formerly  occupied  by  the  palace  of  Hamlet's 
father.  In  an  adjoining  garden^  the  very 
fpot  is  fhewn  where  that  Prince  was  faid  to 
have  been  poifoned.— -We  came  to  anchor  in 
the  evening,  in  the  Sound,  between  the  oppo- 
fite  fortrefles  of  Elfinore  and  Hellingburgh. 

Auguft  8.     Remained  at  Elfinore* 

This  town  ftands  upon  a  fmall  bay :  it  con- 
tains about  five  thoulknd  inhabitants;  com- 
mands the  Sound ;  and  was  formeriy  the  place 
©f  refidence  of  the  Danilh  Princes^      The 
ftrcets  are  narrow^  and  ill*paved :  the  houfes, 
are  of  brick  or  wood,  and  are  covered  with 
tiles*     The  caftle  ftands  on   the  weft  point 
.   of  the  bay :    it   is   fortified   with  works  of 
earth,    on  which  are   mounted   three  hun- 
dred and  fixty-five  pieces  of  cannon  ;  and  the 
fubterranean  apartments  are  faid  to  be  fo  very 
ipacious,  as  to  be  capable  of  containing  more 
than  a  regiment  of  men.     In  other  refpeds, 
the  caftle  itfelf  feems  to  be  a  ^lace  of  very 
Httle  defence :  it  is  a  fquare^  edifice,  built  of 

B  2  free** 
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frce-ftone  brought  from  the  coaft  of  Sweden  j 
and  is  fo  adorned  with  fpires,  as  at  a  diftance 
to  refemble  a  church.     The  rooms  ar^  lofty  j 
and  contain  many  coarie  hiftorical  pidures, 
relating  chiefly  to  tfxe  wars  of  Denma[rt,-^The 
altar-piece,,  in  the  great  church  of  Elfmorcf 
is  alfo  flie^Yn  as  a  curiofity.     It  is  made  of 
oak,  very  richly  gilt  and  carved ;    and  the 
figures,  in  different  groups,  reprefent  the  his- 
tory of  our  Saviour. — ^The  Sound,    at  this 
place,  is  about  three  miles  broad ;  and  the 
toll,   levied  from  merchant   fhips,    was  firfl 
impofcd  to  defray  the  expence  of  lightrboufes 
ereded  along  the  coafl  by  the  King  of  Den^ 
mark.— The  foil  in  Zealand,  •  though  the  fea- 
coafl  appears  very  beautiful,  is  light,  fandy, 
and  not  very  fruitfuL     The  grain  it  produces 
is  chiefly  rye ;  and  any  cattle  I  faw  were  re- 
markably fmall.     The  carriages^  ior  which,  the 
inhabitants  carry  turf  for  fewel,  and  other  ne- 
ceflaries,  are  drawn  by  horfes,  go  upon  faur 
little  wheels,  are  narrow,  an4.have  their  fideai 
wattled. 

The  opening  of  the  Sound',  and  the  fitua- 
of  the  Tweed  this  evening,  difplayed  a  yerjt 
teautiful  landfkip.     The  view  to  the  cafl  wa« 

bounded 
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tounded  by  the  ifle  of  Ween,  formerly  the 
refidence  of  Tycho  Brahe.  This  Httk  ifland  is 
of  a  circular  form:  the  Ihore  is  higher  than  the 
jieighbouring  coaft  of  Zealand;  and  even 
higher  at  that  particular  place  than  the  coaft  of 
Sweden.  We  were  juft  able  to  diftinguifh  its 
agreeable  verdure,  and  to  difcerri  the  fpires  of 
Copenhagen,  which  feemed  very  near  it. 
The  fea-coaft  from  Ellinore  to  Copenhagen^ 
finely  dlverfified  with  cornfields,  meadows, 
woods,  little  hills,  and  fummer-palaces  be-» 
longing  to  the  King  and  the  Nobility,  was 
happily  contrafted  by  the  black  rocks  on  the 
oppofite  and  mountainous  coaft  of  Sweden. 
The  fea  was  quite  fmooth  j  and  the  caftles  of 
Elfmore  and  Heifingburgh,  with  the  numer- 
ous veflels  that  lay  at  anchor,  and  all  the 
other  circumftances  of  the  fcene,  Were  em- 
belliftied  by  a  glorious  fetting*  fim,  whofc 
rays  were  refletfted  firom  a  multitude  of  gilded 
douds. 

The  only  difagreeable  circumftance  I  met 
with  here,  was  a  whifpered  account  of  the 
royal  family.  I  am  afraid  you  will  foon  hear 
of  "  fomething  rotten  in  the  ftate  of  Den- 
♦'  mark.'' 

B  3  Auguft 
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Auguft  g.  We  paffed  the  ifland  of  Bom- 
holm.  The  coaft  appeared  high,  without 
wood  or  cornfields  j  but  covered  with  verdure* 
The  weather  fine, 

Auguft  lo.  We  failed  along  the  coaft  of 
Gothland,  a  very  beautiful  ifland.  The  land  rifes 
gently  towards  the  middle.  The  country  ap- 
peared fertile  and  woody;  and,  from  the  num- 
ber of  fpires  and  houfes^  and  from  the  vaft 
fwarm  of  fifhing-boats  which  came  around  us 

in  the  evening,  it  feemed  veiy  populous.    The 

.J.  .  ■ 

number  of  iflands  in  the  Baltic,  difplaying  a 
variety  of  different  appearances  qonftantly  Ihift^ 
ing,  and  fucceeding  one  another,  renders  the 
navigation  of  that  fea^  in  furomer  or  autumn, 
rciparkably  agreeable. 

Auguft  II.     A  very  ftormy  day.     At  ndon 

we  came  in  fight  of  DagOj  an  uircouth,  black, 

^nd  difagreeable  ifland  ;  the  firft  fpecimen  of 

i  the  Ruflian  dominions.     At  night  we  left  the 

]Baltic,  and  entered  the  gulf  of  Finland. 

Auguft  t2.  Afineday,  The  fea  perfedly 
fmooth.  We  paflTed  Revel  ia  the  morning? 
RUd  AS  the  evening  was  uncommonly  plea-^ 

font, 
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iknt,  for  the  light  continued  with  us  longer 
than  in  trnore  foutherti  latitudes,  we  remained 
upon  deck  till  paft  eleven  at  night.  Our 
voyage,  which  hitherto  had  been  fpeedy  and 
agreeable,  was  near  an  end ;  and  we  retired, 
in  perfect  fecurity,  to  our  cabins. 

Auguft  1 3,     At  one  o'clock  in  the  mornr 
ing  an  alarm  was  giv^n.     The  fhip  had  ftruck 
on  a  rock.     AH  upon  deck  was  tumult:  all 
below  confternatipn.     Expecting  every  mo- 
jnent  that  the  fliip-boats  would  be  fent  off 
with  the  paflengers,  we  held  ourfelves  in  re.a-^ 
dinefs  for  that  event.     The  mprnipg  was  p^- 
fedly  calm ;  and  the  fea  fmooth  as  a  mirrpx. 
Thefe  circumftances  were  peculiarly  favour- 
able ;  for  the  leaft  gale  of  wind  would  have 
daflied  the  veflel  in  pieces.     To^  the  north- 
eaft,  within  two  or  three  miles  of  us,  lay  fome 
little  iflands;   and  to  the  north-weft  was  a 
beacon,  to  which  our  pilots,  for  we  had  two 
of  them,  had  not  attended.     Our  Ihip,  in  the 
meantime,  was  fo  clofely  wedged  in  between^ 
^he  rocks,  that .  ^e  fecmed  incapable  of  any 
motion.      The  rocks  at   the  fore-part  were 
>hardly  two  feet  under  waten 

B  4  The 
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The  firft.  attention  of  Mr.  Colingwood,  tht 
Capt?tin,  was  to  lighten  the  veffel :  and,  ^q^ 
cordingly^  feveral  of  the  fhip-guns,  and  fom? 
heavy  cafks,  were  thrown  into  the  fca.  A 
large  anchor  was  parried  oiijt  by  the  fternj 
ginci  an  united  effort  was  made  by  the  fhip'jj 
crew,  to  force  back  the  vefleL  But  the  ^n-r 
chor  having  .  taken  .faft  hold  of  a  rock,  and 
Jiaving  its  flook  torn  off,  bur  effort  failed. 
We  now  expe£ted  t6  leave,  the  Ihip/  i^^  4 
fudden  gale  fhpuld  piit  it  out  of  byr  power^ 
But  to  this  pteafure,  feveral  reafons  were  op- 
ppfed.  Signals  of  diftrefs  had  been  hung  out, 
and  fix  or.  feven  guns  had  been  fired;  but 
though  inihe  neighbourhpod  of  fome  iflands, 
no  boats ,  h^d  come  off  to  our  affiftance :  if^ 
therefore,  thofc  iflands  werq  inhabited,  it 
xnuft  be, by  barbarous  Fins,  who,  living  qi^ 
the  confines!  of  the  Ruffian  and  Swedifh  do-w 
minions,'  were  hardly  fubjeft  to  either  power, 
^nd  might  prove  no  lefs  formidable  than  the 
gulf  .itfelf.     If  they  were  not  inhabited,,  we 

mufl  run  the  hazard  of  wanting  provifions, 

lias  we  knew  by  our  charts,    that  we  were 

twelve  leagues    from  the  coafl   of  Finland. 

'  Befides,    our   leaving  the  fhip,   might  have 

^ifcpuraged  the  crew,  who  had  hitherto  ex- 

?rtf  ^ 
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erted  thcmfclves  witli  the  utmoft  fpirit  and 

alacrity^ 

•  • 

.  In  the  meantime,  the  fun  rofe  moll  fplend^ 
idly,  without  a  cloud*  It  refembled  a  blaz9 
of  fire  rifmg  from  the  midft  of  the  fea ;  and  thf 
^ulf,  to  the  diftance  of  many  leagues,  fhonp 
with  refulgent  beams.  The  fcene  was  glor 
jrious ;  and  all  of  us  fesmed  to  receive  new 
fpirits  frpni  the  view  of  that  radiant  obje^ 
More  guns  and  caiks  were  thrown  overboard  2 
another  anchor  was  carried  out :  another  effort 
was  to  be  jnade  j  and  the  attention  and  exr 
pe£tation  of  all  were  excited.  But  the  anchc^ 
having  broke,  like  the  former,  we  remained 
in  our  former  pofition.  Add  to  this,  that  the 
iacreafing  light,  by  having  fhewn  us  th/e 
wreck  of  ^a  veffel  that  had  beea  loft  on  thefc 
.  very  fhelves,  fcattered  among  the  rock?  and 
jander  water,  heightened  our  fpnfe  of  danger* 
Ye,t  no  unbecppiing  feelings  appeared. 

!5oon  after,  the  appearance  of  fails  at  feme 
diftance,  reviyed  our  hopes.  Signals  of  dif- 
jrefs  werp  r^p.eated:  we  fancied  they. were 
fleering  towards  us :  we  expeded  they  would 
p^j:  jis  on  fhore  at  Revel,  or  fome  neighbour- 
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ing  harbour  :  We  ev6fy  inftailt  imagiiidd  they 
were  coming  nearer  :  every  one  was  t^get  td 
impart  the  joyful  intelligence :  but  wheii  thofe 
who  were  gone  below  deck  on  this  good-na- 
tured errand  returned,  and  expedted  to  fee 
ihofe  frifeftdly  veflels  at  hand,  they  law  thenl 
with  difEculty ; .  the  fails  were  leflening,  and 
difappeared.  Whofoevet  they  were  to  whom 
thbfe  vefTels  belonged,  and  I  truft  they  were 
not  our  countrymen,  they  did  iiot  choofe  to 
involve  themfelves  in  our  misfortune.  Thus, 
iaftened  as  we  were,  to  a  folltary  rock  in  the 
gulf  of  Finland,  we  had  the  additional  diftrefs 
of  feeling  ourfelves  abandoned- 

We  had  now  been  ftruggling  no  lefs  thaa.. 
eight  hours  in  this  critical  and  forlorn  fitua^ 
.  tion.  It  was  nine  in  the  morning :  and  the 
fea,  owing,  very  probably,  to  an  approaching 
gale,  fefemed  to  fwell,  and  have  a  tremulous 
motion.  Not  a  moment  was  to  be  loft.  Our 
flieet  anchor  was  laid  on  a  raft,  and  carried 
out  like  the  former  :  more  guns  and  cafks  were 
thrown  into  the  fea,  and  the  remaining  guns 
were  loaded,  that  by  their  difcharge,  the  con- 
cuflion  given  to  the  fliip  might  aflift  us.  The 
ipffort  was  made ;  our  anchor  broke  as  before : 

but 
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butxat  that  interefting  ihomcnt  the  fltip  got 
off.  It  was  how  our  fortitude  feeihed  tb  leave 
us :  we  had  been  more  careful  in  aritiiiig  oui^ 
minds  againft  any  thing  adverfe,  than  ifl 
guarding  againft  the  joy  of  deliverance ;  and 
bur  apprehenfions  never  appeared  but  iti  our 

mutual  congratulations,  When  We  thought 
^Htfelves  fafe.  Our  honeft  Captain,  fteady 
As  he  appeared  to  be  during  the  time  of  ouf 
danger,  and  who  was  juft  about  giving  orders 
for  cutting  down  the  maft«,  (hewed  emotion^, 
when  he  faw  us  out  of  danger,  which  did 
him  honour. 

About  h^lf  an  hout  after  the  Tweed  wa4 
in  motion,  we  difcovered  a  fmall  veflel,  with 
a  fail,  coming  towards  us :  but  on  feeing  us 
clear  of  the  rocks,  it  put  about,  and  the  per- 
fons  on  board  feemed  afraid  of  approaching 
us :  circumftances  which  gave  us  no  favour- 
able opinions  of  their  defigns,  had  our  fhip 
been  wrecked.  We  obUged  thepi  to  come  on 
board.  They  were  Fins  from  a  diftant  ifland, 
who  had  fet  out  on  hearing  the  firft  fignals  of 
our  diftrefs.  They  aiffifted  in  piloting  us  from 
Among  the  rocks,  and  were  very  happy  in 
|?f ing  allowed  to  pick  up  the  calk?  floating 

upon 
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upon  the  water.  One  of  the  midfliipmcri 
gave  the  chief  perfon  amongc^them  an  old 
laced  hat,  with  which  he  ftmtted  upon  deck 
with  giieat  confcioufiiefs  of  fuperior  rank. 

,  We  were;  not  above  an  hour  linder  fail^ 
when  the  fky  became  cloudy,  and  the  fea 
very  rough ;  and,  what  is  very  fingular,  we 
were  in  no  lefs  danger  the  fucceeding  night: 
but  the  hazard  to  which  we  were  expofed  was 
inftantaneous ;  ^nd  we  fcarcely  knew  of  it 
till  it  was  paft.  Cojning  with,  a  .briik  wind 
light  upon  a  fteep  rock  on  the  co.aft  of  Hog- 
land,  the  fhip  was  within  a  few  minutes  of 
being  daflied  in  pieces  j  and  was; called  to  by 
A  triiding  veflel,  juft  time  enoi^^h  to  tack 
about, 

t  m 

•  ^» 

The  rocks  weftruck  upon  arc  about  fifty-five 
leagues  from  St,  Peterfturgh,  and  in  the  fixtieth 
degree  of  north  latitude.  The  iflands  are  named 
Pelting  Scars ;  they .  are  fitu^tcd  pff  the  coaft 
of  Nyland  in  Finland,  and  almoft  dircOily 
fouth  from  the  city  of  Borgp.  Between  Ny- 
land and  the  Pelting  Scare,  is  Peltiqg  Sound, 
SI  fe^  fuU  of  rocks  and  barren  iflandS. 

Ai#gufl 


Auguft'i4.*  -Wepaffed  the  ifland  of  Hog- 
land  or  Hochland,  fignifying,  m  the  language 
of  thofe  parts,  Highland.  The  coaft  is  rocky, 
moahtaiEfbus,  ^d  covered  with  heath.  At 
night  we  lay  at ,  anchor  at  Cronftadt,  in  the 
ifland  Scutari* 

In  this  place  are  the '  principal  dock-yard& 
of  the  Ruffian  Emprefs.  The  ifland  itfe|f  is 
four  miles  in  length,  and  two  in  breadth, 
and  has  fome  wood  upon  it.  The  town  of 
Cronftadt  is  very  fmall,  and  ill-built.  It  is 
diftant  about  eighteen  miles  from  St.  Peterf- 
burgh* 

Auguft  r5.  This  day  we  left  the  Tweed, 
and  arrived  at  St.  Peterlburgh  in  one  of  the 
Emprefs's  yachts.  The  weather  was  very 
fine:  and  we  bad,  in  failing  along,  a  full 
view  of  the  neighbouring  coaft  of  -^fthonia. 
The  palaces  of  Oranibaum  and  Peterhoff  have 
a  magnificent  appearance  to  the  fea ;  and  the 
face  of  the  country  is  agreeably  diverfified 
with  woods  and  little  hills.  The  country 
around  St.  Peterfburgh  is  very  woody:  fo 
that  in  approaching  rt,  the  fleeples  and  fpires, 
which  are  covert  with  tin  and  hrafs,  and 

Come 
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ifomc  of  them  giH,  feemed  as  if  they  arofe 
from,  the  midft  of  a  for^ft. 

I  fhaU  write  you  again  in  a  few  days, 
><itber  by  ppft,  or  ty  the  Tweed,  on  her  re- 
turn to  England. 

Adieu« 
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LETTER      II. 

The  Empre/s  of  Rujfia^  and  the  Great  Duke^ 
lay  the  Foundation  of  a  magnificent  Church. 


DEAR   SIR,  St. Petcrfburgh,  Aug,  19,  1768. 

T  AM  juft  returned  from  witnefling  the  ce- 
remony of  the  Emprefs^s  bying  the  fouud- 
atioja-ftone  of  a  church  dedicated  to  St.  Ifaac ; . 
4nd  which  is  intended  to  be  the  largeft  in  St. 
Peterlburgh.     St  Ifaac  i$  held  in  efteem  by 
the  Ruflians,   not  fo  much  for   any  diftin- 
guilhed  character  of  hift  own,  as  that  the  day 
confecrat^d  to  him    was  the    birth-day   of 
Peter  the  Greats     As  the  Ruflians  apprehend 
that  every  day  of  the  year  is  confecrated  to 
fome  particular  Saint|  they  are  convinced  that 
every  individual  is  under  the  peculiar  protec- 
ticm  of  that  holy  perfon,  on  whofe  day  he 
happened  to  have  been  born  j  and  all  of  then^ 
carry  about  them  a  fmaU  metal  image  of  their 
tutelary  Saint,     Herodptua,  if  I  rightly  recoi- 
led gives  a  fimilar  aocounl;  of  the  Egyptians, 

8  He 
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He  tells  usj  that  they  believed  every  day  fkr^ 
cred  ta  fome  particular  God ;  that  they  werd 
under  the  peculiar  prote(9ion  of  that  divinity 
on  whofe  day  they  were  born ;  and  that  they 
rend^ed  him  particular  homage.  So  mudi- 
alike  are  all  fuperflitions. 

A$  the  ceremony  I  fliall  now  defcribe  t6 
you  was  reckoned  of  great  importance,  it  was 
performed  with  great  pomp  and  magnificence^ 
All  the  fpace  to  be  occupied  by  the  church 
had  been  previoufly  railed  in ;  and  into  this 
place,  only  perfons  of  high  rank,  and  thofe 
who  had  a  particular  permifEon;  were  admit** 
ted.     An  immenfe  multitude  of  people  weref 
aflembled  without.     An  arch,  fupported  upoii 
tight  pillars   of  the  Corinthian   order,   and 
adorned  with  garlands,  Was  raifed  immedi-^ 
ately  over  the  place  intended  for  the  altar.. 
Beneath  this  arch  was  a  table  covered  with 
crimfon  velvet,  fringed  with  gold ;  upon  which 
was  placed  a  fmatl  marble  cheft,  fiixed  to  a 
puUy  dire£liy  above  the  table.     On  a  fide- 
table,  fixed  to  one  of  the  piHars,  was  a  large 
gold  plate,  with  medals  and  coins,  to  be  de-< 
pofited  at  the  foundaition,  and  a  gold  box  td 
contain  them*     On  another  fide-table  was  an-* 
^  other 
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other  gold  plate,  containing  two  pieces  of 
marble  in  the  form  of  bricks,  a  gold  plate" 
with  mortar,  and  other  two  plates  of  the 
fame  metal,  in  which  were  two  hammers  and 
two  trowels  of  gold. 

The  proceflion  began  with  the  Grand  Duke 
and  his  retinue^  This  young  Prince,  the 
heir  apparent  of  the  Ruffian  empire,  is  of  a 
pale  complexion,  with  dark  eyes,  more  re- 
markable for  their  good  colour,  than  expref- 
fion  ;  and  of  a  fhape  more  delicate  than  gen- 
teel. He  feems  of  a  chearful  difpofition,  of 
affable  and  eafy  manners.  He  was  dreffed  in 
the  uniform  of  the  navy,  which  is  white; 
turned  up  with  green,  and  wore  a  blue  rib- 
bon of  the  order  of  St.  Alexander  Newfky. 
He  was  attended  by  Count  Panin,  his  gover- 
nor, who  is  alfo  prime  minifier. 

Soon  after  his  arrival,  the  approach  of  the 
Emprefs  was  announced  by  the  beating  of 
drums,  and  a  difcharge  of  the  cannon  at  thC; 
Admiralty,  which  continued  firing  at  regula;:, 
intervals  during  the  whole  time  of  the  ce--^. 
rcmony;    and  the  Grand   Duke,   who  had 

C  been 
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been  converfing  with  the  courtiers,  returned 
with  his  retinue  to  meet  his  mother,  and  fall 
in  with  her  train.  It  was  now  that  the 
principal  parrs  of  the  proceffion  approached* 
It  was  preceded  by  priefts  of  inferior  orders^ 
in  long  purple  or  dark- coloured  garments  of 
woollen  cloth,  with  wide  fleeves ;  having 
their  heads  uncovered,  their  long  hair  hang- 
ing loofe  about  their  flioulders ;  fcattering  in- 
cenfe  from  fmall  cenfers,  which  hung  in 
chains ;  and  carrying  flags,  on  which  were 
reprefented,  in  glaring  colours,  the  deeds, 
and,  I  believe,  the  martyrdom  of  St.'Ifaac. 
Thefe  were  followed  by  priefts  of  a  higher 
order,  with  their  heads  uncovered  like  the 
former ;  but  having  their  flowing  robes,  of 
flowered  filk,  adorned  with  gold  and  filver ; 
and  carrying  fplendid  crofles,  burning  tapers, 
and  a  larg6  portrait  of  the  Saint.  Immedi- 
ately after  thefe  came  a  band  of  Choirifters, 
finging  hymns ;  the  mufic  was  deep-toned, 
folemn,  and  evenfublime.  After  them  came 
the  dignified  Clergy,  with  garments  of  gold 
and  filver  fluffs,  adorned  with  precious  ftones; 
and  having  their  lofty  mitres  ornamented  in 
a  fimilar  manner.     They  had,  in  general,  a 

very 
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very  venerable  appearance,  wilh  grey  locks 
and  long  beards :  they  feemed  like  fo  many 
Socratefes  and  Zenos ;  though,  ever  and 
anbn,  you  might  have  i^en  an  excellent  Si* 
lenus,  appearing  rather  furprifed  at  his  be- 
coming a  bifhop. 

Some  large  wax  tapers  were  carried  imme^ 
diately  before  her  Imperial  Majefly,  who 
came  next,  attended  by  a  great  number  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen.  The  Emprefs  of 
Ruflia  is  taller  than  the  middle  fize,  very 
comely,  gracefully  formed,  but  inclined  to 
grow  corpulent;  and  of  a  fair  complexion, 
which,  like  every  other  female  in  this  coun- 
try, fhe  endeavours  to  improve  by  the.  addi- 
tion of  rouge.  She  has  a  fine  mouth  and 
teeth ;  and  blue  eyes,  exprcffive  of  fcrutiny, 
fomething  not  fo  good  as  obfervaiion,  and 
not  fo  bad  as  fufpicion.  Her  features  are 
in  general  regular  and  pleafing.  Indeed, 
with  regard  to  her  appearance  altogether,  it 
would  be  doing  hel  injuftice  to  fay  it  was 
mafculine,  yet  it  would  not  be  doing  her 
juftice  to  fay,  it  was  entirely  feminine.  As 
Milton  intended  to  fay  of  Eve,  that  fhe  was 

C  2  fairer 
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fairer  than  any  of  her   daughters,    fo   this 
great  Sovereign  is  certainly  fairer  than  any 
of  her    fubjefts  whom  I  have  feen  *. —  She 
wore  a  filver  ftufF  negligee,  the  ground  pea- 
green,  with   purple  flowers  and  filver  trim- 
ming.    Her  hair  was  drefled  according  to  the 
prefent  fafhion.     She  alfo  wore  a  rich  dia- 
mond necklace,  bracelets,  and  ear-rings,  with 
a  blue  ribbon  of  the  higheft  order  of  Knight- 
hood ;    and  the  weather  being  very  warm, 
ihe  carried  in  her  hand  a  fmall  green  um- 
brella.     Her  demeanour  to  all  around  her 
feemed  very  fmiling  and  courteous. 

After  the  whole  proceflion  arrived  at  the 
proper  place,  divine  worfhip  was  performed 
with  prayers,  vocal  mufic,  and  all  the  pomp- 
ous ceremonies  of  the  Greek  church.  A 
crucifix,  after  being  immerfed  by  a  Prieft  of 
high  rank  in  a  filver  bafon  filled  with  water, 
was  carried  to  the  Emprefs  and  Grand  Duke. 
Bowing,  and  crofling their breafts,  in  teflimony 
of  adoration,  they  kiffed  it.     Holy  water  was 

*  I  have  fcen  no  pifture,  medallion,  or  print,  excepting 
one  pidare,  in  which  fhe  is  painted  in  men's  clothes,  thac 
does  her  juilice.  In  moil  of  them  her  fcatarcs  appear  too 
&roRgf  and  her  air  too  mafculide* 

I  fprinkled 
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iprlnkled  on  all  who  were   prefent,  and  a 
ceofer    fmoking   with    incenfe    was   carried 
round.     Then,  after  fooie  fuitable  paiTages  of 
the  Greek  fervice  had  been  read  aloud,  accom* 
panied  with  prayers  and  muflc,  another  dig- 
nified Clergyman,    laying  the  medals  on  a 
crirafon  velvet   cufhion,  fringed  with   gold, 
lifted  them  on  his  head,  and  carried  them 
round  the  altar-place.     After  they  were  in 
this    manner   confecrated,    and    laid   in    the 
marble  cheft,  the  Emprefs  giving  her  um- 
brella in  a  very  eafy  manner  to  an  attendant, 
and  taking  a  hammer  very  gracefully  in  one 
hand,  and  a  piece  of  marble  in  the  other, 
fhe  put  it  into  the  cheft.     Then,  with  the 
trowel,  (he  put  in  fome  mortar.     The  fame 
ceremony  was  performed  by  the  Grand  Duke 
and  the  dignified  Clergy.     Some  of  the  No- 
bility,   and    Foreign   Minifters,    alfo  put  in 
fome   mortar.     The  marble  cheft  was    then 
fhut    up,     and    raifed    by    the    pulley ;    at 
that  inflant  the  table,  finking  down  through 
a  trap  door,  was  very  quickly  removed  ;  and 
her  Imperial  Majefty  lettfng  down  the  pulley, 
the  cheft  funk  gently  down  through  the  plat- 
form into  its  place.     When   this  was  done, 
the  Court  Chaplain,  afcending  a  pulpit,  which 

C  3  was 
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was  fattened  to  a  pillar,  delivered,  with  fer- 
vent, and  almoft  declamatory,  elocution,  a 
fhort  difcourfe  in  the  Ruffian  language.  I 
could  only  judge  of  his  manner,  which  was 
not  difagreeable ;  and  of  the  found  of  the 
language,  which  was  liquid  and  pleafant. 
The  whole  ceremony  concluded  by  the  Em- 
prefs's  allowing  the  dignified  Clergy  to  kifs 
her  hand,  which  they  did  with  good-will 
and  a  loud  noife ;  and  feemed  rather  happier 
with  fuch  an  opportunity,  than  her  Imperial 
^ajefty  herfelf,  notwithftanding  her  fmiles^ 

Adieu. 
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LETTER      III. 

Anecdotes  of  the  Emprefs  of  Rujfia. 


DEAR   SIR,  St.Pcterfburgh,  Nov.  7,  1768. 

T  PERCEIVE,  by  fome  fevere expreffions, 
in  a  letter  from  our  friend  ■,  that  our 

northern  Semiramis  has  but  little  chance  of 
exciting  his  admiration.  Not  to  him,  there- 
fore, but  to  you,  who  have  more  indulgence 
for  the  **  weaker  veflcl,"  though  on  the  pre- 
fent  occafion  no  indulgence  is  neceflary,  I 
tranfmit  the  following  diary  of  the  Emprefs, 
as  I  heard  it  from  the  Countefs  RomanfofF, 
a  very  refpeftable  old  lady  of  the  higheft 
rank  in  this  place,  and  mother  to  Count  Ro* 
manfofF. 

Her  Majefty,  according  to  this  authority, 
rifes  at  five  in  the  morning,  and  is  engaged 
in  bufmefs  till  near  ten.  She  then  breakfafts, 
and  goes  to  prayers :  dines  at  two :  with- 
draws to  her  own  apartment  foon  after  din- 

C  4  ner; 
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ner :  drinks  tea  at  five :  fees  company,  plays 
at  cards,  ^r  attends  public  plaqes,  the  play, 
opera,  or  mafquerade,  till  fupper :  and  goes 
to  fleep  at  ten.  By  eleven  every  thing  about 
the  palace  is  as  ftill  as  midnight.  Whift  is 
her  favourite  game  at  cards  j  (he  ufually 
plays  for  five  imperials  *  the  rubber ;  and  as 
{he  plays  with  great  clearnefs  and  attention, 
Ihe  is  often  fuccefsful :  Ihe  fometimcs  plays 
too  at  picquet  and  cribbage.  Though  {he  is 
occafionally  prefent  at  mufical  entertainments, 
{he  is  not  faid  to  be  fond  of  mufic.  In  the 
morning,  between  prayers  and  dinner,  {he 
frequently  takes  an  airing,  according  as  the 
weather  admits,  in  a  coach  or  fledge.  On 
thefe  occafions,  fhe  has  fometimes  no  guards, 
and  very  few  attendants ;  and  does  not  chufe 
to  be  known  or  faluted  as  Emprefs.  It  is 
in  this  manner  that  fhe  vifits  any  great  works 
that  may  be  going  on  in  the  city,  or  in  the 
neighbourhood.  She  is  fond  of  having  fmall 
parties  of  eight  or  ten  perfons  with  her  at 
dinner ;  and  {he  frequently  fups,  goes  to 
balls,  or  mafquerades,  in  the  houfes  of  her 
.nobility.     When  flie  retires  to  her  palaces  ia 

•  Ten  guineas, 

the 
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the  country,  efpecially  to  Zarfkocelb,  fhe  laya 
afide  all  fiate^  add  lives  with  her  ladies  on  a 
footing  of  as  eafy  intimacy  as  poflible.  Any 
one  of  them  who  rifes  on  her  entering  or 
going  out  of  a  room,  is  fined  in  a  rouble*: 
and  all  forfeits  of  this  fort  are  given  to  the 
-poor.  You  will  eafily  perceive,  that  by  her 
jegular  and  judicious  diftribution  of  time,  (he 
is  able  to  tranfad:  a  great  deal  of  bufinefs ; 
and  that  the  affability  of  her  manners  render5^ 
her  much  beloved.  But  I  will  not  yet  fay 
any  thing  very  pofitive  concerning  her  cha- 
racter and  principles  of  adian.  For,  flie 
jnay  be  very  focial,  and  very  affable,  "  and 
fmile»  and  fmile,  and*"-— you  know  the 
rcfl* 

I  may,  however,  very  fafely  aflSrm,  that 
a  great  number  of  her  anions,  fo  great  in- 
deed aS  to  conftitute  a  diftinguifhing  feature 
in  her  charader,  proceed  either  from  the 
defire  of  doing  good,  or  the  love  of  fame. 
If  frorA  the  laft,  it  muft  alfo  be  acknowledged, 
that  the  praife  (he  is  fo  defirous  of  obtaining, 
js,  in  many  inftances,  the  praife  of  humanity. 

*  Four  fhillingi. 

Some- 
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Sometimes,  indeed,  there  is  a  fort  of  whim 
or  affedation  of  fingularity,  in  the  manner 
of  conferring  her  favours,  that  looks  as  if 
the  defire  of  being  fpoken  of,  fully  as  much 
as  the  defire  of  doing  good,  was  the  foun- 
tain from  which  they  flow.  For  example-—* 
A  young  officer,  who  attended  the  courts 
fell  in  love,  as  was  natural,  with  a  young 
lady»  The  lady,  as  was  alfo  natural,  ap- 
peared not  infenfible  to  his  worth,  nor  difr 
f)leafed  with  his  afliduity.  But  want  of  for- 
tune on  both  fides,  was  an  obftacl^  to  their 
union.  The  Emprefs,  however,  perceived 
their  attachment ;  and  fent,  one  day,  for  the, 
young  gentleman  to  a  private  conference* 
She  told  him,  fhe  had  obferved  that  M-^ 
and  he  entertained  great  tendernefs  for  one 
another ;  that  the  whole  Court  obferved  it ; 
and  hinted  fomething  like  regret,  that  fuch 
things  fhould  have  been  remarked.  The 
young  man  was  difconcerted ;  but  had  firm- 
nefs  enough  to  avow  the  fincerity  of  his 
paffion.  **  Then/*  faid  her  Majefty,  "  you 
"  muft  forthwith  be  married."  This  was 
fudden :  the  young  man  (hewed  fome  hefi^- 
tation ;  but  not  from  any  motives  that  were 
improper :  ^'  he  had  no  fortune^  and  could 

<«  not 
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^*  not  maintain  the  lady  in  a  manner  fuited 
**  to  her  rank  and  merits."     The  Emprefs 
was    peremptory.      They  were   married  as 
fpeedily  as  the  forms  of  the  church  permitted, 
and  fent  off  in  a  coach  to  St.  Peterfburgh ; 
for  the  Court  was  at  that  time  at  Zarfkocelo. 
They  knew  not  whither  they  were  going, 
nor  how  they  were  to  fubfift  ;  nor  were  they 
very  certain  of  their  not  having  incurred  their 
Sovereign's  difpleafure.     Meantime,  the  per-* 
fons  who  conduced  them,  and  who  would 
give  them  no  information,  fet  them  down  in 
the  *  GalerhinhofF.     Here,  to  their  utter  afto* 
nifhment,    they  were   carried   into  a  houfe 
elegantly  furniflied  ;  they  met  with  a  nume- 
rous company  of  their  friends ;   they  found 
a   fplendid   entertainment;    and   the    bride* 
groom  was  told  by  a  mefTenger  from  the  Em- 
preft,    that  her  Majeftyhad  given  him  that 
houfe  as  Jie  found  it,  and  had  appointed  him 
to  an  ofHce  ^*  fuited  to  his  rank  and  merits.'" 


Adieu. 

*  One  of  tbe  fined  ftreets  in  St.  Peterfturgh,  inhabited 
^Ki^fiy  by  ^nglifli  pierchanti. 


%Z  ANECDOTES  OF   THE, 


L  E  T  T  E  R      IV. 

Deputies  ajfembled  by  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffian 
from  different  Parts  of  hir   Empire^  for 
making  Laws. 

D  E  A  R   S I H,  St.  Petcrfburgh,  1 7^8. 

T  WAS  lately  prefent  at.  a  meeting  of  the 
•^  deputies  fummoned  by  the  Emprefs  from 
all  the  nations  of  her  empire,  and  who  have 
been  aflembled  to  affift  her  Majefty  in  form- 
ing a  fyftem  of  legiflation.  There  is  fome- 
thing  magnificent  in  this  idea :  and  if  fhe 
really  intends  what  fhe  profefles,  to/give 
equitable  laws'  to  all  her  fubjeds  and  de-^ 
pendents,  from  the  Baltic  to  the  wall  of 
China,  and  from  Lapland  to  the  Cafpiant 
ihe  deferves  admiration.  The  deputies,  in 
their  firft  addrcfs,  ftiled  her  **  Great,  wife, 
*?  and  the  Mother  of  her  People  ;'*  titles 
which,  excepting  the  laft,  fhe  declined,  tell- 
ing them  at  the  fame  time,  •*  None  can  be 
^*  called  great  before  death  j  liont  wife  that 

*'  ?ire 
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*'  are  mortal ;  I  hope  I  fhall  ad  as  the  Mother 
«*  of  my  People." 

The  meeting  confifts  of  about  fix  hundred 
members.     They  meet  in  the  palace,  M?here 
they  have  one  large  hall  for  the  whole  af- 
fembly;    and    feveral    adjoining   rooms    for 
committees.     They  confift  of  reprefentatives 
of  the  nobility,  the  peafantry,  and  the  inha- 
bitants of  towns   or  cities.     G)unt  Panin  is 
deputy  for  the  city  of  Mofcow.     The  chief 
officers  in  this  affembly  are  a  Marifchal,  who 
prefides ;  and  a  Procureur  General  for  the 
Crown.     Out  of  the  affembly,  fix  committees, 
each  confiding  of  five  perfons,  are  chofen  by 
ballot :  and  their  bufinefs,  according  to  their 
various  departments,  is  to  regulate  the  form 
and  order  of  thofe  matters,  concerning  which 
the  whole  aifembled  deputies  are  to  delibe- 
rate. 

In  tranfading  bufinefs,  the  following  me- 
thod is  obferved.  The  Procureur  lays  before 
the  deputies  fome  principle  or  fubjed  of  law 
propofed  by  the  Emprefs,  and  concerning 
which  they  are  to  give  an  opinion.  They 
then  adjourn ;  and  the  committee  to  whom 

that 
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that  fubjed  particularly  belongs,  prepare  it 
for  the  next  general  meeting.  Then  all  the 
members  are  permitted  to  deliver  their  opi- 
nions in  a  written  fpeech,  and  to  determine 
the  point  before  them,  by  the  plurality  of 
votes.  But  whatever  their  determinations 
may  be,  it  remains  with  the  Emprefs  to  ra- 
tify them  or  not,  as  fhe  pleafes.  Two  of  the 
fubje£ts  lately  difcuffed  in  this  aflembly  were, 
•'  Whether  any  but  the  nobility  had  a  right 
**  to  buy  lands  ?'*  and,  **  Whether  any  but 
**  the  nobility  had  a  right  to  buy  flaves  ?" 

I  have  heard  that  freedom  of  extempora- 
neous fpeaking  was  allowed  in  fome  of  the 
firft  meetings  of  this  aflembly ;  but  that  be- 
ing likely  to  occafion  too  much  diforder,  it 
was  difcontinued.  At  prefent,  it  is  expeded 
that  no  perfon,  unlefs  his  views  be  very  well 
known,  fhall  deliver  a  fpeech  without  pre-- 
vioufly  confulting  the  Marifchal ;  and  if  he 
difapproves  of  it,  the  orator,  though  he  had 
the  powers  of  a  Cicero,  muft  keep  his  fpeech 
in  his  pocket.  Indeed,  this  aflembly  has  no 
pretenfions  whatever  to  freedom  of  debate, 
and  fcarcely  any  tendency  towards  eftablifti- 
ing  political  liberty.     The  members,  in  ge- 

t  peral, 
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ncraU  are  chofen  by  the  Vill  of  the  fove- 
reiga :  by  her  the  fubjefls  of  debate  aire  pro-, 
pofed  :  (he  keeps  in  her  ovrtk  hands  the  right 
of  ratifying  every  determination :  and  the 
affembly,  convoked  by  her  fole  authority^ 
may  be  difmifled  at  her  pleafure. 

All  the  deputies  have  gold  medals,  as 
badges  of  their  office^  fattened  to  their  breafts: 
and  as  they  come  here  from  the  remoteft 
parts  of  the  empire,  the  variety  of  their 
drefles  and  appearance  is  very  whimfical  and 
amufing.— — I  have  feveral  times  heard  the 
following  anecdote  of  the  two  Samoid  de- 
puties. I  give  it  you  as  nearly  as  poffible, 
in  the  very  words  in  which  I  have  heard  it. 
The  Emprefs  afked  them  to  fuggeil  fuch  laws 
as  they  apprehended  would  promote  the  wel- 
fare of  their  nation.  One  of  them  replied^ 
that  they  had  very  few  laws-,  and  did  not 
defire  any  more.  **  How,"  faid  the  Emprefs, 
*•  have  you  no  crimes  !  Are  there  no  perfons 
"  among  you  guilty  of  theft,  murder,  or 
**  adultery  ?  Jf  you  have  crimes,  you  muft 
**  have  punifhment ;  and  puniftiment  fup- 
"  pofes  law.r  "  We  have  fuch  crimes,'* 
anfwered  the  deputy,   "  and  they  are  duly 

"  punifhed. 
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^^  puniihed.  If  one  man  puts  aaothef  to 
•*  death  unjuftly,  he  alfo  muft  fufFer  death/' 
Here  he  ftopped :  he  thought  he  had  faid 
enough.  "  But  what,"  refumed  her  Majefty, 
**  are  the  punifhmenta  of  theft  and  adultery  T' 
^*  How/'  faid  the  Samoidf  with  a  good  deal 
of  furprife,"  **  is  not  detedion  fufficient  pu- 
•*  nifhment  ?"  ■  One  would  in^agine,  from, 
this  anecdote,  that  the  Samoids  are,  or  re* 
femble,  the  nation  of  whom  Tacitus  fays, 
^^  Plufque  ibi  boni  mores  valent^  quam  alibi 
**  bon^  kges  /*  "  and  virtuous  manners  have 
**  there  more  efficacy  than  good  laws  elfe- 
**  where/' 
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LETTER    V.     (ExtractO 

Thanhfgiviiig  for  the  Recovery  of  the  Etnpreff 
and  Great  Duke  from  the  Small- pox. 

December  jd*  1768. 

*  *  *  ♦  T^  I  VINE  ferviee  Was  performed 
-L/  this  day  in  the  Emprefs's 
chapel,  on  account  of  her  recovery,  and  that 
of  the  Great  Duke>  from  the  fmall-pox  ;  for 
which  they  had  undergone  inoculation  by  Dr. 
Pimfdale.  The  ceremony  was  very  folema 
and  magnificent. 

On  each  fide  of  the  chapel,  which  is  d  very 
lofty  and  fpacious  room  in  the  winter -palacie, 
is  a  row  of  gilt  Ionic  pilWs.  The  walls  are 
covered  with  glaring  and  ill-executed  pidures 
of  Ruffian  faints.  On  the  roof  over  the  altar  *f 
the  Supreme  Beiftg  is  reprefented  as  ati  old 
man  in  white  appareU  On  the  infide  of  a 
fail  which  extended  acrofs  the  room,  and 
clofe  by  the  pillar  which  was  next  the  altar^ 

*  Or  rather,  the  place  correfponding.  to  th«  altar  in  Eng« 
Ulh  cborches* 

D  oa 
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on  the  fguth  fide,  flood  the  Emprefs  and  her 
fon  :  and  alfo  on  the  infide  of  the  rail,  and  on 
^ach  fideT)f  the  altar*,  was  a  choir  of  mufi- 
cians.  AH  the  reft  who  witnefled,  or  took 
part  in  the  folemnity,  excepting  the  priefts, 
ftobdon  the  outfide  of  the  rail. 

The  ceremony  began  with  folemn  mufic; 
and  then  were  pronouncied  the  prayers  and 
ejaculations  which  conftituted  the  firft  part  of 
the  fervice.  This  having  lafted  fome  time,  twa 
folding-doors  clofe  by  the  altar  were  opened 
from  within^,  and  difplayed  a  magnificent 
view  of  the  interior  and  moft  holy  part  of 
the  chapel.  Oppofue  to  us  was  a  large  pidurc 
of  the  taking  down  from  the  crofs :  oil  eacb 
fide,  a  row  of  gilt  Ionic  pillars  ;  in  the  middle^ 
a  table  covered  with  cloth  of  gold  j  and  upoa 
the  table  were  placed,  a  crucifix,  a  candlefticfc 
with  burning  tapers,  and  chalices  with  holy 
water.  A  number  of  venerable  priefts^  with 
gf^y  hair,  flowing  beards,  mitres^  and  coflly 
yobes,  flood  in  folemn  array  on  each  fide  of 
this  magnificent  fanduary.  The  whale  fug- 
g«fted  aa  idea  of  the  Tciuple  of  Jerufalem* 

•  Sec  iki  [receding  nare. 

Froitt 
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From  this  plate  advanced  a  prieft,  with 
"  flow  and  foletnn  pace,"  carrying  4  lighted 
tamper :  he  was.  foHowed  in  like  ihanner  hy. 
another,  reciting  prayers,  and  carr^ring  ^  cenfe* 
finoking  with  incenfe.  Advancing  towards 
her  Majefty,  he  three  times  waved  the  confer 
before  her ;  ihe  all  the  while  bowing,  and 
very  gracefully  croffing  her  brcaft*  He  was 
fucceeded  by  another  prieft,  who  f  atriod  .thii 
Gofpel ;  out  of  which  having  tead  fdme  part^ 
he  prefented  it  to  the  Emprefs,  who  kifled 
it. 

The  priefts  then  tetired }  the  foldiiig-doors 
were  clofed  ;  the  choirifters  fung  an  anthem : 
they  were  arifwet'ed  by  mufical  voices  front 
within  :  the  mufic  was  deep-toned,  and  fub-^ 
lime.  The  folding-doors  were  again  fet  open  : 
the  ceremonies  of  the  taper  and  incenfe  re- 
peated :  two  priefts  then  advanced,  and  car- 
ried the  bread  and  wine  of  the  Eiicharift^ 
veiled  with  cloth  of  gold.  Having  admi- 
niftered  thefe^  they  retired.  The  doors  werd 
clofed,  and  the  folemn  mufic  refumed. 

V 

/ 

_  '         I 

The  doors  were  fet  open  a  third  time,  tvith 
the  fame  ceremonies  as  before ;  and  a  prieft 

D  a  afcending 
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afcending  a  pulpit  fixed  to  the  pillar  oppofite 
to  the  Emprefs,  delivered  a  difcourfe.  In 
this  he  celebrated  her  fortitude  and  magna- 
nimity ;  and  took  occafion  to  remark,  "  That 
^  the  Ruffians  had  borrowed  aiTiflance  from 
^^  Britain,  that  ifland  of  wifdom,  courage,  and 
**  virtue.'*  After  this,  fome  priefts  came  from 
the  infide  of  thexhapcl,  and  concluded  the  fer- 
vicc  with  pi^ycrs  and  ejaculations*    ♦  *  *  * 
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LETTER     VI. 

« 

Dijirihutton  of  Prizes  by  the  Great  Duke  to 
Students    in    the    Academy. — The    Reprc^ 
fentation  of  a  Ruffian  Tragedy   by  young 
Ladies.    . 

St.  Peterlborg,  JaBoary  1769, 

IA  S  S  U  R  £  you,  my  dear  Sir,  I  do  not  find 
it  an  eafy  matter  to  obtain  information 
concerning  the  ftaie  of  Ruffia.  Very  little 
can  be  reaped  from  mixed  converfation ;  for 
the  topics  ufually  dircu(red  in  large  companies 
are  either  very  general,  or  fuited,  as  indeed 
they  ought  to  be,  to  promote^  prefent  amufe- 
xnent.  Befides^  it  is  an  unpleaTant  thing  to 
a(k  queftions.  The  enquirer  is  fo  much 
in  the  power  of  the  perfon  he  addrefies,  that 
the  fituation  is  difagreeable  ;  or  he  puts  peo* 
pk  fo  much  on  their  guard  againft  him,  that 
he  defeats  his  own  purpofe,  and  receives  not 
even  accidental  or  indireA  information. 
They  entertain  fufpicions  of  your  defign ; 

D  3  they 
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they  think  you  wifli  to  be  a  profound  politi-- 
cian,  or  that  you  are  carrying  on  a  treafonablq 
correfpondence  ;  or,  ftill  more  atrocious,  that 
your  purpo(qi«  to  publifh  a  book  ;  or,  laftly, 
they  may  perchance  have  read  Horace,  and 
have  faid  to  themfeWea,  iu  the  words  of  that 
cxquifite  poet, 

percOntjatofcm  fugko,  n^m  garrulus  jdcn^  eft*,. 

Befides,  no  intelligence  of  a  political  nature, 
l)ut  fuch  as  the  court  chufes  to  communicate  j 
jio  views  df  men  and  manners,  and  no  anec- 
dotes of  iricilieats  in  doimftic  lif(J,,can  be  cok 
leded  from  the  newj-p^pers,    How  .unlike 
England  L  that:  land  enlightened;  by  the.  ra-r 
diatice  of  Chiomiclea,  Atdvertiffers  and  Gazct'*' 
teer^.  The  half  of  RiifEa  may  be  djeftrayed,  and ' 
the  btherh^If  know  nothing  aboutthe  matter, 
3^  cannot  imagine  how  travellers  coming  iarr^ 
to  tjbisy  or  indeed  any  foreign  country,  mi 
who,  befide«*  other  difficulties,  may,  be  ignxik 
i^int  of  the  Ungudge,  and  who  ftay  only  a  few: 
weeks  dr  months,  ar^  ^bl^  to  give  an  e:sai^ 
pircumftantial  account  of  perfons,  manners^ 

^  Th*  impertinent  be  furc  to  hate  j 

Who  Ipypi  to  aflc,  will  love  to  prate.    Fit  an6i5. 
^TOfd  i)if  ^ueft|en«ai|^jr,  for  he  pratei.    .        Avon,  . 

gover»^ 
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government,  political  interefts,  improvements, 
and  all  thofe  particulars  which  draw  the  at- 
tention of  ftrangers.  I  marvel  at  their  abi* 
lities,  or  at  their  boldnefs. 

I  have  to  contend  too  with  another  difii*' 
culty.  I  perceive  that  the  fame  obje(9s  arc 
•  feen  in  very  different  lights  by  different  pef- 
fons.  I  will  give  you  an  inftance ;  and  to 
an  Etonian,  daily  verfant  in  the  works  of 
ittftrudion,  the  fcircumftance^  I  fliall  men* 
tion  may  afford  fome  amufement.— I  tvas 
lately  prefent  at  1  drftribiition  o^  prizes  to 
ftudents  educated  in  the  Academy  of  AtU 
and  Sciences.  I  paffed  through  two  large 
roomsi  where  the  boys,  dreffed  in  white  uni- 
forms, were  drawn  up  iii  two  ranks  ;  and 
went  into  a  third,  where  the  Great  Duke, 
and  other  Academicians,  were  feated  round  a 
(able,  on  which  were  placed  fpecimens  of 
hand-wtitiflg  and  drawing,  executed  by  the 
fcholars.  'There  were  alfo  prefent  many 
ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  Court,  Count 
B^tfkoy  ^began  the  ceremony,  by  addrefling 
a  fpeech  to  the  Grand  Duke,  in  which  bi^ 
recommended  the  feminary  to  his  protediorii 
To  this  his  Imperial  Highnefs  replied,  "  As 

D  4  ^  *'  the 
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**  the  welfare  of  Ruflia  (hall  ever  be  the  ob*r 
'*  je£t  neareft  my  heart ;  and  as  the  proper 
"  education  of  youth  is  of  fo  much  confe-»» 
"  quence  in  every  well-ordered  ftate,  it 
"  claims,  and  fhall  ever  obtain,  my  moft 
*^  conftant  attention.''  He  fpoke  flowly,  and 
v^ith  propriety,  yet  not  without  the  diffidence 
of  an  amiable  boy.  On  fitting  down,  he 
turned  fmiling  to  Count  Panim,  his  gover- 
nor, with  the  air  of  one  affeing,  Have  I  ac- 
quitted myfelf  aright  ?  The  Count  feemed  to 
affent,  and  I  thought  a  tear  rofe  in  his  eye, 
I  was  told  that  the  Emprefs  was  prefent 
among  the  ladies  5  but  though  this  might  bo. 
t:nown  to  them,  Ihe  did  not  chufe  upon  that 
occafion  to  be  acknowledged  as  Emprefs.  The 
ijaother  wifhed  tp  obferve  her  fon.  It  was 
the  firfl  time  he  had  fpoken  in  publip ;  and 
the  mother's  heart  muft  have  thrilled  with 

pleafure  *.     I  almoft  wept  for  joy. After 

this  the  company  pafled  into  another  room, 
where  the  prizes  were  diftributiwj.  They 
were  firft  prefented  to  the  ladies,  and  by  them 
to  the  little  boys-  The  fciene  was  amuGng  j 
and  was  enlivened  at  intervals  by  a  band  o£ 
IRuficians  in  an  adjoining  reccfs.r — -Tell  mc 

*  Latonae  taciCum  j^eftent^nt  gaudla  pedliis.  Viae. 

»0W| 
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now,  would  not  a  ftranger,  on  ^itneffing 
fuch  a  fcene,  on  feeing  one  of  the  moft  pow* 
crful  Sovereigns  on  earth,  and  the  prefump* 
tive  heir  of  this  mighty  empire,  fo  attentive . 
to  the  welfare  and  improvement  of  their  peo- 
ple, would  he  not  feel  rapture,  approve,  and 
applaud  ?  Yet  when  I  exprefs  thofe  fenti*^ 
mcnts,  there  are  perfons  who  ihake  their 
heads ;  who  tell  me,  this  Academy  has  fubo*. 
lifted  for  many  years,  and  what  have  they 
done.?  .It  may  be  mentioned,  with  oftenta- 
tious  pomp,  in  a  news-paper, .  or  by  Voltairet 
and  nothing  elfe  is  intended. — Such  fpeechea 
^re  mortifying  ;  and,  notwilhftanding  their 
authority,  I  muft  fay,  that  even  admitting 
the  love  of  fame  to  be  the  fole  motive,  the 
means  ufed  are  far  more  laudable  than  thofe 
pradifed  by  princes  who  purfue  the  objeas 
of  their  ambitipo,  hy  adding  one  inhuman 
iad  to  another^ 

The  Academy  njeiilioned  above  was  found- 
ed in  a  former  reign.  But  at  a  convent,  a 
few  verfts  from  St.  Peterfburgh,  there  is  an 
eftabllfliment  for  the  education  of  young  wo- 
men, by  her  prefent  Majefly.  It  fomewhat 
refembles^  that  of  St*;  Cyr,    founded  by  M. 

Maintenoa ; 
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Main  tenon;  and,  the  Emprefs  maintains  in  it 
two  hundred  girla,  from  fix  to  eighteen  years 
old.  They  are  divided  into  two  claffes  :  the 
firft  confifts  of  the  children  of  officers,  above 
the  rank  of  Major,  incluiive  :  and  the  fecond. 
confifts  of  the  children  of  in&rior  officers  : 
the  firfi:  are  inftruded  in  elegant  and  polite  ac- 
complifhmentsj  and  the  fecond,  together  with 
mufic  and  dancing,  are  taught  ib  work  in  all 
female  employments.  All  their  expences, 
comprehending  even  their  drefs,  are^  defrayed- 
by  the  Emprefs*       r 

I  was  prefent,  fome  time  ago,  at  an  enter* 
tainment,  confiding  of  dances  of  different 
kindsi  which  they  exhibited  j.n  prefence  of 
the  Grand  Duke,  and.  many  of  the  Nobility. 
It  began  with  dances  by  girls,  of  the  fecond 
clafs,  who  were  dreffed  uniformly  in  brown 
petticoats,  blue  jackets,  white  aprons,  white 
caps  and  handkerchiefs.  They  were  fuc- 
(:eeded  by  thofe  of  the  firft  divifion,  who 
were  drefled  in  court-drefles,  of  different  co- 
lours J  excepting  that  the  younger  part  were 
dreflfed  uniformly  in  white,  trimmed  with 
blue^—^-^But    thq  moft  amufing   exercife  I 

have 
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hatre  feeti  them  exhibit  was  the  reprefenta-^ 
tion  of  a  Ruffian  tragedy.  It  was  reprefented 
not  only  with  propriety,  but  with  elegance  ; 
and  not  otily  fo,  but  with  great  theatrical 
ability.  The  flowing  hair,  the  fparkliog  bljue 
eyes,  the  fiae  figure,  and  graceful  motions^ 
of  the  young  lady  who  perforgied  the  princi- 
pal charadcr ;  her  melodious  voice,  and  ex- 
quifite  but  well-regujated  fenfibility,  charm-- 
ed,  and  even  tranfported,  her  audience. 
Near  where  I  fat  was  an  old  venerable  officer : 
during  the  firft  fcenes,  his  folicitude  and 
anxiety  were  very  apparent ;  they  were  foon 
changed  into  joy  ;  his  emotions  flowed  out  in 
tears  ; — fhe  was  his  grandchild. 

Yet  blue  eyes,  fine  figure,  and  melodious 
voice  have  no  efFedt  on  thofe  who  fhake 
their  heads,  and  make  fage  remarks.  They 
chill  the  ardour  of  your  applaufe  by  afking. 
What  provifion  is  made  for  thefe  young  ladies 
after  they  leave  the  convent  ?  And  whether 
their  education  be  fuited  to  their  fortune  or 
expedations  ?  And  whether,  if  they  (hould 
not  foon  get  hufbands,  they  will  be  inclined, 
^fter  all  this  mufic,  and  dancing,  and  trage- 
Sizing,    Jo  fijbmit   to   the   rigid   laws  of  4 

nunnery  ? 
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nunnery  F-rr — Queftion-alking,  as  I  obfcrved 
at  the  beginning  of  this  letter,  is  no  pleafant 
bufinefs ;  and  the  above  queftions  jTeemed  to 
me  Particularly  difagreeable^  as  I  was  not 
juft  riirniflied  with  fit  replies.  I  ought  to 
have  mentioned  that  the  nuns  refident  in  this 
convent,  fome  of  whom  were  prefent  at  the 
above-mentioned  entertainments,  have  it  in 
cbargei  to  inftru£t  the  young  ladies  in  reli- 
gious knowledge. 

Adieu. 
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LETTER      VII. 

Caufes  of  the  Turki/b  War, 

# 

DEAR  SIR»  Janaary,  lySg. 

YOU  are  in  the  right;  Ruflia  is  at  pre* 
fent  in  very  critical  circumftance8»  and 
will  furniih  the  Gazettes  of  Chriflendom  with 
more  interefting  intelligence*  than  any  other 
nation  in  Europe*  The  Emprefs  has,  within 
thefe  few  days,  declared  war  againft  the 
Turks ;  and  the  preparations  that  are  mak«> 
ing  on  both  fides  feem  to  announce  a  very 
violent  ftruggle*  The  following  circum* 
ftanceS)  I  am  credibly  informed^  have  occa« 
iioned  this  unfortunate  rupture^ 

Count  Poniatowfky,  the  prefent  King  of 
Polandf  was,  at  an  early  period  of  his  life» 
appointed  Envoy  from  his  own  country  to 
the  Court  of  Ruflia.  During  his  refidence 
in  that  empire,  he  attached  himfelf  to  the 
great  Duchefsi  who  is  now  Emprefs,  and  in* 

finuated 
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finuated  himfelf  into  her  favour.  This  Prin- 
^  cefs,  poflefled  of  eminent  talents,  and  ac- 
tuated by  an  unbounded  ambition;  having 
dethroned  her  hufband>  who  fucceeded  to  the 
Emprefs  Elizabeth,  and  having  invefted  her- 
felf  with  the  Imperial  dignity,  fefolved  to 
eftablifh  her  credit  at  home,  and  her  import- 
ance abroad,  by  governing  the  affairs  of 
Poland.  Accordingly,  conneding  herfelf 
vsrith  the  King  of  Pruflia,  and  in  fpite  of  the 
efforts  of  France,  Aultria,  and  the  Saxon 
Princes,  ihe  advanced  Poniatowiky  to  the 
ihrone,  hoping,  perhaps,  that  he  would  co-^ 
operate  implicitly  ia  her  defigfis,  or  imagin-^ 
jng  that  be  poffeffed  greater  abilities  than  h6 
has  hitherto  difplayed.  Surely  no  prince  has 
had  a  finer  opportunity  of  diftinguiftiing  him- 
felf as  a  warrior  or  politician  :  he  wa«  cele- 
brated by  Voltaire,  who  alfo  celebrated  the 
King  of  Denmark,  and  who  c^lcbrat^es  all 
princes  that  are  free-thinkers,  and  that  pay 
him  for  his  adul^ition  :  yet  Poniatowiky,  like 
fome  others,  to  whom  he  has  offered  incenfe, 
R'as  done  little  credit  to  his  panegyric.  He 
has  ftiev^n  neither  fpirit  nor  patriotifm,  and 
li  faid  to  be  chiefly  defirous  of  aihaffing  trea- 
fuje,  and  of  fccuring  to  hinifdf  an  indepen- 
dency 
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dency  in  fom^  fbreiga  country,  fbould  he, 
►like  another  Staniflaus,  be  forced  to  abdicate 
his  uamcrited   dignity.      The    Emprefs    of 
Ruffia,  having  fucceeded  in  giving  a  King  to 
Poland,  continued  to  a£t  with  authority  in 
the  affairs  of  that  kingdom.     To  render  her- 
fclf  popular  at  home,  and  to  leffen  the  influ- 
ence of  Catholic  Princes  among-  the  Poles, 
flie  encouraged  all  thofe,  who  adhered  to  the 
tenets  of  the  Greek  religion,  or  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  reformation*   This  party,  known 
in  the  Gazettes  of  Europe  by  the  appellation 
of  Diffidents,    poffeffed  at   a  former  period 
very  confiderable  privileges*     They  not  only 
enjoyed  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  but 
had  voices  in  the.legiflation,  and  were  invefted 
with  public  offices.     Supported  by  the  power 
of  Ruffia,  and  the  favour  of  the  King,  they 
revived  their   pretenfions,    and  demanded  a 
reftoration  of  their   rights^      The  Catholice 
took  the  alarm.     The  French  fomented  the 
quarrel,  and  thus  concurred  with  the  Em- 
prefs Queen,  who  had  married  her  favourite 
daughter  to  one  of  the  Saxon  Princes,  and 
who  flattered  herfelf,  that,  by  encouraging  the 
dilkffciled  party,  and  by  dethroning  Ponia- 

towfky, 
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lowfky,  (he  might  exalt  her  fon-in-lavr  tcf 
the  throne.  Mean  while,  the  Emprefs  of 
Rufiia,  depending  on  the  greatnefs  of  her 
power,  and  not  fufBciently  aware  of  confe-* 
quences,  or  mifipformed  by  her  minifters, 
aded  with  violence  and  precipitancy.  One 
outrage  led  to  another.  The  DijQTidents  were 
alarmed ;  they  forefaw  the  ruin  of  their  coun- 
try J  and  willing  to  content  themfelves  with 
having  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion  fe- 
cured  to  them,  withdrew  their  claim  to  fu- 
perior  privileges.  But  Ruilia  having  main- 
tained the  juftice  of  their  demands,  thought 
her  honour  interefted  in  aflerting  them,  and 
determined  by  force  of  arms  to  fubdue  the 
obftinacy  of  her  opponents.  King  Staniflaus 
wavered  ;  he  abandoned  himfelf  to  the  advices 
of  the  Czartorinfkys,  who  are  his  relationSf 
and,  without  conneding  himfelf  with  the 
confederates,  incurred  the  fufpicions  of  the 
JEmprefs.  Mean  time  the  French  were  in- 
defatigable ;  they  laid  out  immenfe  fums  in 
Poland,  and  were  no  lefs  aftive  at  Conftan- 
tinople.  They  painted  in  the  livelieft  colours 
the  growing  power  of  the  Ruffians,  and  re- 
prefented  how  dangerous  they  would  be  to 
the  Ottoman  Porte,  fliould  they  become  ab- 

folute 
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ibiute  in  Poland.  The  Polilh  confederates, 
^ded  weigjht  to  their  reprefentatrona ;  they 
fupplicated  the  protedion  of  the  Sultaat  an4 
offered  to  indemnify  him  with  a  pirt  of  theic 
dominionfi.  The  Turks  have  been  eafily  per- 
fuaded.  Inftigated  |by  their  ambition,  ami 
feduced  by  the  policy  of  France,  they  h  ave 
determined  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  Po- 
land, Nor  are  they  without  expectations, 
that  a  diverfion  may  be  made  in  their  favour 
on  the  fide  of  Sweden.  The  Emprefs  of 
Ruffia,  on  the  other  hand,  is  no  lefs  deteri- 
.mined  to  affert  the  fights,  and  maintaiii  the 
dignity,  of  her  Imperial  diadem. 

As  the  time  feem«  big  with  important 
events,  I  may,  perhaps,  from  time  to  time^ 
give  you  fome  information  concerning  them. 

Adieu. 

P.  S.  I  need  not  inform  you  that  the  Ruf- 
fian army  is  reckoned  inferior  to  none  in 
Europe.  It  is  not,  however,  oq  her  army 
alon^  that  the  Emprefs  means  to  depend.  At 
the  time  that  the  war  is  to  be  carried  on  with 
great  vigour  in  Moldavia  and  the  Crimea, 
ibme  ponfiderable  exertions  will  be  made  by 

E  fc*. 
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fea.  The  command  of  the  great  army,  to 
a£t  on  the  frontiers  of  Poland  and  Moldavia, 
is  given  to  Prince  Galitzen :  and  it  is  reported 
that  an  EngliQi  Admiral  is  to  have  a  confider- 
able  command  in  the  fleet  intended  for  the 
Mediterranean. 
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LETTER      Vin, 
The  Ruffian  Winter. 


February,  1769. 

COLD!  defperatdy  cold!  We  have  had 
winter  without  the  leaft  abatement  of  its 
rigour  fince  the  firft  of  November;  and  it 
may  continue,  we  are  told,  without  the  leaft 
mitigation,  till  the  beginning  or  the  middle 
of  AgriL  The  froft  has  been  all  this  while 
uninterrupted.  The  wind  has  blown  almoft 
conftantly  from  the  north-caft.  It  comes 
howling  and  cold  from  the  heights  of  Siberia, 
and  has  brought  with  it  immenfe  quantities 
of  fixow.  In  the  beginning  of  winter  the 
fnow  fell,  without  intermiflion,  for  feveral 
days.  In  the  country,  nothing  appears  but 
a  boundlefs  white  defart :  ai)d  the  nvtrz  are 

alipoftoiie  chryftalline  mafs. 1  refer  yoy^ 

^oweyer,  for  a  better  account  of  ^  Rufli^ft^ 
^ihcer  than  I  can  pretend  to  give  you,  td 

E  2  your 
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your  favourite  VirgiL  In  his  third  Georgic 
you  have  the  following  account,  v^hich  I 
fliall  lay  before  you,  circumftance  by  circum- 
ftance ;  and  which  defcribes  the  objeQs  I  havp 
»ow  in  view  with  great  exadnefs. 


•Nequc  ullas 


Aut  herbae  campo  apparent,  aut  arbore  frondes* 

O'er  the  unfruitful  fcene 
Nor  fields  nor  trees  are  cloth'd  in  lively  green. 

Yet  the  feathered  appearance  of  the*  boughs 
and  little  branches,  is  beautiful  and  romaiitic  ; 

Sed  jacet  aggeribus  niveis  informis,  et  alto 

Terra  gelu  late,  feptemque  aflurgit  in  ulnas. 

{    Semper  hrettis,  iemper  fptrantes  frigoi^a  caurl. 

One  wa(l«  of  (now  the  joylefs  landfcape  lies  ^ 
Seven  ells  in  height  the  ridgy  drifts  arife ; 
There  ftill  the  bitter  blafts  of  winter  dwell. 

The  repetition  of  the  word  **  femper'*  in  the 
laft  line  has  an  admirable  efFedi.  Virgil  could 
not  have  expreffed  himfelf  mo^e  feelingly  on 
the  banks  of  the  Neva.  There  is  no  circum^ 
ftance  feems  to  me  fo  dreary  as  the  '^  fpirantes 
*'  frigora  caurij'^  the  cold-breathing  blafts." 
No  tranflation   can    do   the    paflage  juftice^ 

The  conftant  moaotonous  melancholy  found 

of 


ilt  tbofe  howliiig  blafis  make  me  almoft  low^* 
3(pirited. 

Turn  fol  pallentes  baud  unquaih  difcutit  umbras* 
Nor  the  fun*8  rays  the  paly  ihade  difpeU 

^his  feems  to  you  furprifing.  You  thinks 
perhaps,  that  we  have  conftant  clear  weather. 
Far  from  it.  We  have  had,  fince  the  begin- 
ning of,  winter,  a  great  deal  of  hazy,  inifty 
weather*  and  the  cold,  on  thofe  occafibns^ 
has  frequently  b6«n  very  intenfc.  The  (kf^ 
however,  has  been  much  clearer  fince  ths 
iniddle  of  January,  than  before  that  time:* 
I  have  remarked  a  circumftance  here  which  I 
never  obfervedip.Pritain:  in  the  cold  eft  and 
brighteft  weather  ypu  fee  an  infinite  multi- 
tude of  little  ftiining  darts  or  fpicute,  flying 
in  all  diredions  through  the  iky.  They  feea* 
to  be  ^boqt  a  quarter  pf  an  inch  in  length ; 
they  have  not  nnore.  thicknefs  than  the  fineft 
hiiir;  and  their  golden  colour,  glancing  a» 
they  ih0ot  through  the  deep  azure  Iky,  has  a 
great  deal  of  beauty.  If  the  t/veather  wei-« 
warmer,  and  if  the  climate  were  more  ge- 
nial, and  if  we  had  any  belief  in  ancient 
mythology,  we  ihould  take  them  to  be  an 
immcnfc  multitude  pf  arrows,  ^(charged  by 

E  3  fomc 
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ibme  mifchievous  Cupids.  Nor  would  fucfe 
ah  explanation  be  without  evidence .  in  thct 
charader  of  the  Ru£&anSr 

Concrefcuht  fubitoe  current!  in  flumine  crufise  : 
Undaque  jam  tergo  ferratos  fuftinet  orbes, 
!Fuppibus  ilia  piltks  patiilis,  nunc  hofpita  plauftris* 

Th'  encroaching  ice  the  loitering  current  feels, 
And  on  its  bofom  bears  the  ttuddcd  wheels : 
Where  crft  the  ftately  bark  was  wont  to  ride, 
Waggons  thro'  paths  unknown  fecurcly  glide. 

All  this  is  very  juft,  excepting  in  one  parti-* 
cular,  namely,  that  of  the  wheels.  What 
the  ancient  Scythians  might  have  done,  I 
know  not ;  but  the  modern  Ruffians  take  the 
wheels  off  their  carriages  in  the  winter,  and^ 
in  their  ftead,  ufe  fledges.  When  the  fnow 
has  fallen  in  its  greateft  quantity,  and  that 
the  roads  are  beat  fmooth,  the  motion  of  the 
fledge  is  very  eafy  and  agreeable.  It  is  drawn 
in  this  country  by  horfes,  and  the  fwiftnefs 
#ith  which  they  go,  even  upon  ice,  is  afto- 
nifhing.  The  horfes  here  are  fmall,  but  very 
nimble  and  beautiful;  and  the  Ruffians,  in 
general,  are  excellent  horfemen.  Driving  in 
fledges  is  one  of  the  chief  amufements  that 
perfons  of  rank  can  have  without  doors  in  the 
winter;  and  accordingly,  they  fndeavour  to 

difplay 
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i^ifplay  their  fancy  in  the  form  and  embellifh- 
ments  of  thefe  whimfical  carriages,  TUey 
are  quite  open,  and  the  mod  elegant  I  have 
feen  have  the  appearance  of  fhells,  painted 
with  fliowy  colours  ;  fo  that  the  ladies  and 
gentlemen  who  drive  in  them  refemble  Divi* 
nities  of  the  fea*  Thofe  ufed  by  perfons  of 
any  diftindion  are  drawn  by  two  horfes ;  but 
thofe  that  ply  in  the  flreets  are  drawn  only 
by  one.  They  fly  with  aftonifhing  fwiftnefs; 
fo  that  in  the  fpace  of  five  or  ten  minute* 
you  can  be  tranfported  to  any  quarter  of  the 
citv. 

SUriaque  itnpelcis  induruit  horrida  barbis. 

Their  matted  beards  by  the  keen  climate  frore^ 
With  hanging  icicles  are  hard  and  hoar. 

The  circumftance,  though  true,  is  almofl:  lu- 
dicrous ;  but  not  inconfiftent  with  the  free- 
dom of  didadic  poetry.  In  addition  to  it»  I 
have  heard  of  a  circumftance  ftill  more  ludi- 
crous ;  namely,  that  two  Ruffian  peafants, 
fainting  one  another,  have,  by  the  fuddennefs 
•and  intenfenefs  of  the  fpoft,  had  their  beards 
unexpededly  frozen  together.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, atteft'the  fadt. 

E  4  Intcrca 
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IttlerM  loto  non  fecius  aeie  Bingk. 
Meanwbik  the  ikies  are  dim  with  falling  fnow^ 

The  tranflation  here  does  not  exprcfs  the  faflt 
fo  ftfOfig)y  as  the  original.  For  feveral  day^ 
together,  in  the  beginning  of  winter,  as  I 
mentioned  above,  the  fnow  falls  without  the 
teafl  intermiflion. 


Confertoque  agmine  cervi 


Xorpent  mole  nova,  et  fummis  vix  cornrbus  exffant,  &c» 

In  growing  heaps  benumb'd,  the  crowding  deer, 
fiearce  from  beneath  their  branching  antlers  rear,  &c. 

I  cannot  take  upon  mc  to  confirm  what  the 
Poet  dcfcribes  with  fo  much  fpirit  and  fancy 
concerning  the  deer ;  but  I  have  heard  a 
fimikr  account  of  bear-hunting.  The  bear» 
when  the  fnow  begins  to  fall,  feeks  fome 
liollow,  lays  himfelf  down»  and  ia  foon  co-» 
"vered  many  feet  deep.  The  peafants  di£cover 
him  by  a  fmatl  opening  through  the  fnow,  by 
which  he  breathes.  The  huntfmen  itnmcdir^ 
ttely  gather  around,  and  pufhing.  a  loog  pike 
through  the  wreath  or  heap,  they  pierce  his 
body.  He  wakes,  rufhes  forth,  aad  ioime* 
diately  the  dogs  aflail  him. 

Ipfi  in  defo£Eis  fpecubu?,  fecnra  fab  alta 
Otia  agunt  terra,  congeftaque  robora,  totafque 

Advol?eie 


Advolverc  focis  uhnos^  ignk|Uf  dedeic : 
Hie  nodem  ludo  ducunt,  et  pocuU  Iseti 
Fermento  atque  acidis  imitantur  vitea  forbis^ 
Talis  hyperboreas  feptem  fubjefla  triooi 
Gens  efFraenavirum  Riphaeo  tunditur  Euro: 
£t  pecttdum  ^Ivis  velantur  coipora  fetis. 

In  caverns  deep,  with  oak  op-pird,  they  raife^ 
And  many  a  branching  elm,  tht  crackling  hhtm^ 
From  coM  fecmre,  around  the  flaming  hcarth> 
Wafte  the  Jong  dreary  night  io  ibcial  mirthi. 
.  GuUtlefs  of  wine,  the  goblet  ftiU  g^es  r^und. 
With  Ceres'  juice,  and  fparkling  cyder  crownM. 
Such  is  the  race  of  favage  fwarms  that  He 
Beneath  the  regions  of  Ok  polar  flbyj 
Apd,  fofc  >A>^Ud  i>y  thr  pioYnig  caA, 
Their  Itmbs  with  furs,  g^ad  blinded  ftu^a  inveSL 

Some  part  of  this  dcfcriptton  is  more  appH- 
eable  to  the  northern  and  more  unciTilifed 
parts  of  Ruffia,  than  to  the  neigfabotiHiood 
of  Peterfburgh  or  Mofcow.  Perhaps  in  SS- 
beria,  and  near  the  White  Sea,  fome  of  the* 
inhabitants  may  have  their  habitations,  dur- 
ing the  winter,  under  ground  and  in  caverns. 
The  fuel  here,  agreeably  to  what  the  poet 
fays,  confifts  chiefly  of  wood ;  but  it  is  ufually 
burnt  in  fioves  built  in  the  wall ;  ib  that  in 
a  Ruffian  houfe  you  never  fee  the  flame,  nor 
have  the  comfort  and  chearfulnefs  of  a  blaz« 
iog  fire.     With  regard  to  the  paftime,  drink: 

and 
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ahd  drefs  of  the  Ruffians,  the  Poet  is  as  Well 
informed  as  though  he  had  lived  at  Arch- 
aageU 

You  wilj  no  doubt  remark,  in  the  lines  I 
have  quoted,  an  example  of  that  beautiful 
gradation  and  progrefs  of  thought,  that  oc- 
cur fo.  frequently  in  the  works  of  Virgil. 
His  defcription  confifts  of  three  parts.  He 
begins  x^ith  inaiiimated  nature ;  leaflefs  fo- 
refts,  the  froft,  the  fnow,  ahd  the  frozen  ri- 
vers. He  then  exhibits  living  objeds,  but 
irrational :  "  corpora  niagna  bourn  :"  **  con- 
**  fertoque  agmine  cervi."  In  the  third  part 
he  defcribes  the  manners  of  intelligent  and 
rational  beings.^ — ^— I  am  fure  you  will  thank 
me  for  having  animated  fo  cold  and  fo  dreary 
a  fubjed  with  fo  much  excellent  poetry. 

Adieiit 
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L  E  T  t  E  R     IX. 

Religion  of  the   Ruffians. — Ruffian  Clergy.* 

Anecdote  of  a  Prieji. 


To  the  Re V*  Mr.W- 


REV.   DEAR  SIR, 

I  CAN  offer  you  ndthing  very  interefting 
on  the  article  of  Religion.  You  are  ac- 
quainted vvith  the  tenets  of  the  Greek  Church* 
It  is  pretended  that  its  principles  are  pure 
and  rational :  the  practice,  Pm  fure^  is  dif- 
ferent. I  may  tell  you  of  pompous  cere- 
monies, magnificent  proceffions,  rich  dreffes, 
fhowy  pidures,  fmoking  qeofers,  and  folemri 
mufic ;  but  I  cannot  tell  you  that  the  clergy 
itt  general  are  exemplary,  or  the  laity  up- 
right. On  no  confideration  would  a  Ruffian 
peafant  omit  his  faftings,  the  bending  of  his 
body,  and  tfie  regularity  of  his  attendance  on 
facred  rites :  fcourge  him  if  you  will,  yet 
you  cannot  oblige  him  to  crofs  himfelf  with 

more 
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more  than  three  fingers  ;  but  he  has  no  f6ru& 
pie  to  fteal  or  commit  murder.  Were  I  not 
an  eye-witnefs^  I  could  fcarcely  conceive  it 
pofTible^  that  men  (hotild  fo  faf  impofe  upon 
their  own  minds,  as  to  fancy  they  are  ren- 
dering acceptable  fervice  to  Heaven  by  thtt 
performance  of  many  idle  ceremonies,  while 
they  are  ading  inconfiftently  with  every 
moralobligationb  Judge  of  their  religion  by 
the  following  anecdoteu^^-^'^-'-^A  Shop-keeper 
came  on  fome  bufmefs  to  the  houfe  of  an 
Englifh  Merchant,  on  the  evening  before  the 
day  confecraled  -to  St*  Nicholas.  The  Mer- 
chant was  engaged*  and  begged  he  would  re- 
turn on  the  morrow.  '*  To-morrow,"  fai4 
the  pious  Ruffian,  "you  are  doubtlefs  an  in- 
^  fidel !  The  very  Tartars  have  more  de- 
**  cency  :  each  of  them  will  fpend  his  rouble 
*'  to-morrow ;  and,  in  honour  of  St.  Nicho* 
**  las,  get  becomingly  drunk.'* 

The  Ruffians  obferve  four  fafts  in  the  year* 
Of  thcfe,  Lent  is  of  the  longeft  duration  J 
and  one  of  the  rnoA  folemn  ceremonies  of 
their  religion  is  performed  at  Eafter,  in  ho* 
tiour  of  the  refurredtion  of  Chrift.  In  feme 
churchesj  the  very  aft  of  refurreftion  is  dra- 
matically 
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matieally  reprefentcd ;  and  all  the  miniftering 
priefts,  moving  m  proceffion,  cry  with  a  fo- 
Icmn  voice,  **  Chrift  is  arifcn  V    The  cere- 
mony begini  about   two  in   the    morning« 
when  all  the  chiurehet^  are  crowded  with  vaft 
multitudes  of  people.    The  following  week 
is  fpent  in  revelry  and  rejoicing.     Hardly 
any  bufinefs  is  done  j  for  the  Ruffians  of  all 
ranks  and  opinions,  nobility  and  peafantry* 
believers  and  unbelievers,  betake  themfclves 
with  the  utmoft  licenticufnefs  to  the  pleafures 
of  the  table.     They  all  embrace  one  another, 
faying,  "  Chrift  is  arifen,"  and  prefent  eggs 
to  one  another,  painted  with  vjirious  6gures» 
9nd  infcribed  with  different  devices.    Some 
of  thefe  devices  are  religious  j  fomc  amorous ; 
and  fome  both  together ;  fo  that  it  is  no  un* 
ufual  thing  to  fee  St.  Aihanafius  with  a  crofs, 
on  one  fide  of  aii  egg ;  and  on  the  other,  a 
lover   falling  at  the   feet  of   his    miftrefs. 
Wherever  they  meet,  whether  they  are  ac- 
quainted with  one  another  or  not,  they  em* 
brace  and  give  the  quftomary  falutatioo.    Nor 
is  it  unufual  to  fee  two  drunken  peafants 
announcing  the  glad  tidings,  embracing^  and 
tumbling  into   the  kennel.     In  the  vacant 
I^Uces  of  the  city,  vaft  crowds  aflemble,  and 
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fing  in  their  flying  chairs,  and  partake  of 
every  fort  of  aipufement.  Mean  time,  every 
perfon  who  chufe^,  goes  intp  the  churcheS| 
rings  thp  bells  a$  long  as  he  thinks  fit»  ^nd ; 
believes  that' he  is  thus  glorifying  God,  ar 
making  expiation  for  bis  fin^.  The  week 
before  Lent  is  in  like  planner  (indicated  to 
riotous  diverfion;  with  this  difference,  thaf 
Y^hen  they  part  with  one  another  on  the  even- 
ing before  the  faft  commences,  they  take 
leave  as  if  they  were  going  on  a  faf 
journey. 

* 
You  aik  m^  particularly  about  the  Ruffian 
dergy.  .  They  are,  in  general,  very  ignorant,. 
There  are,  no  doubt,  among  them  men  of 
fpme  learning  and  ingenuity ;  b«t  their  num^ 
ber  is  very  fpiall.  No  more  learning  iij 
T^fu^lly  required  of  common  pfficiating  parifli 
Priefts,  or  Popes,  as  they  call  them,  than 
that  they  be  able  to  read  the  old  Rufs  or  Scla- 
vonian  language.  They  feldonqi  of  never 
preach :  and  their  chief  duty  confifts  in  the 
knowledge  of  forips,  and  in  feading  prayers 
and  portions  of  fcripture.  You  may  judg^ 
of  their  improvement  by  the  following  fa£l, 
Tvbich  happened  indeed  in  tl|e  reign  of  a 

former 
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former  foVereign,  but  which,  without  mifre-^ 
prefenting  the  religious  manners  of  Ruffiay 
might  have  happened  at  prefent.— At  the 
end  of  Lent,  as  I  mentioned  above,  all  ranks 
of  people  abandon  themfelves  to  feafiing  and 
rioting :   but  this  they  are  not  permitted  to 
do  till  the  clergyman  of  the  place  vifits  their 
lioufeSf  and  gives  them  his  benedi^ion.     It 
happened  that  a  Pried,  having  had  fome  dif- 
pute  with  one  of  his  flock,  intentionally  paffed 
his  houfe,  when  making  hisprogrefs  through 
(is  parifh,  and  omitted  giving  him  the  be^ 
xiedidlion  which  he  had  given  the  reft  of  his 
parifliioners.     The  man  was  exceedingly  af- 
flided,    to   be  obliged   to    faft,   and  to  fay 
prayers,  while  all  his  neighbours  were  feaft- 
ing  and  getting  drunk,  was  not  to  be  borne  ; 
it  Teemed  ftill  more  infufferable  to  his  wife. 
In  all  emergencies  of  this  kind,  the  fair  fex 
are  good  at  giving  good  counfel.     Softened 
by   the  admonitions  of  his  help -mate,    the 
nufband  waited  upon  the  Prieft;    acknow-- 
ledged  his  fault ;  implored  his  forgivenefs^ 
and  craved  his  blefling.     But  the  holy  man 
was  inexorable.     His  fupplFant  was  forced  to 
^mploy  his  laft  refourqe  j  it  was  his  corps-de- 

{  refervej 
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referve ;   a  goofe^   which  he.  had  conceal^t} 
under  hie  cloak.     Its  eloquence  was  irrefift* 
ibie ;  its  interceiCioa  was  powerful ;  and  the 
efFed:  inftan^aneoas*     For  immediately,   oa 
fight  of  it>  the  countenance  of  the  holy  man 
was  changed  ;  his  feverity  was  foftcned  into 
complacency,  and,  from  the  extreme  benig-* 
nity  of  his  nature,  he  was  difpofed  to  grant 
remiflion  to  a   repenting  {inner,    who    had 
given  fuch  evidence  of  his  contrition.     But 
one  difficulty  remained :    the  Penitent's  houfe 
was  feveral  miles  diftant ;    the  day  was  far 
fpent ;  next  day  was  Eafter  ;  and  the  Clergy*, 
man  was  obliged  to  attend  in  church.     What 
was  to  be  done  ?  for  it  was  eflential,  in  giving 
the  uiual  benedidion,  that  it  {hould  be  pro^ 
nounced  clofe  by  the  four  corners  of  the  houfe. 
But  the  goofe  quickened  his  invention,  and 
feemed  like  infpiration  to  the  man  of  God. 
An  e3^pedient  was  immediately  fuggefted  tq 
him.     ^'  Hold  your  pap,'*    faid  he,  to  the 
wondering   Penitent.      He  religioufly    hel4 
open  his  cap,     Then  the  Prieft,  croffing  him- 
felf,  bending,  and  holding  his  moijth  over  it, 
pronounced  the  benedidions  and  e^orcifms, 
which    he    would   have  pronounced  at   the 
roan's  hoqfe.    *^  Now,"  faid  he,   *■  hold  it 

[^  clofej 
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^'  clofe  i  get  home  as  fafl:  as  you  can>  and  at 
•^  every  corner  of  your  houfe,  croffing  your- 
**  felf,  open  a  corner  of  your  cdp,  and  m^ 
**  prefence  may  be  difpenfcd  with."  Thd 
ixian  obeyed ;  thanked  God,  and  got  drunk* 

But,  with  all  the  fuperftitidn  and  igno-* 
tance  of  the  Ruffian  clergy,  it  muft  be  ac- 
knowledged  in  their  favour,  that  they  are 
tolerant,  ♦nd  very  charitable  td  thofe  of  a 
faith  different  from  their  own.  They  fay; 
all  nien  miy  go  to  heaven;  but  that  the  Chief 
place  will  be  affigned  to  the  Ruffians,  Thii 
tolerating  fpifit  feems  to  me  very  wonderful  t 
I  fhail  attend  to  it  more  midntely :  and  if  I 
ihall  think  myfelf  able  to  (ay  any  thing  fatif-^ 
fadory  concerning  its  caufes,  I  will  very 
frankly,  as  on  former  occafiong,  lay  my  opi- 
hion  before  you,    ***** 
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LETTER     X, 


^he  Rujj^an  Spring. 


D^EAR  SIR,  May  *2,  1769'^ 

I  EMBRACE  the  opportunity  of  a  courier 
going  to  London,  to  inform  you  of  my 
health.  Though  the  winter  has  been  very 
fevere,  and  the  climate  very  different  from 
that  of  England,  I  have  had  no  fort  of  ail- 
ment. Our  weather  for  fome  days  paft  has 
been  very  warm,  yet  wc  have  fcarcely  any 
appearance  of  vegetation ;  and  while  the 
woods  with  you  are  filled  with  primrofes  and 
hyacinths,  we  fee  not  a  green  leaf.  Indeed) 
when  the  wind  blows  from  the  eafl,  the  cold 
returns  with  it  j  and  the  river  is  filled  with 
large  fragments  of  ice  from  the  Ladago« 
Till  the  beginning  of  April,  the  ice  was  aa 
firm  on  the  Neva  as  in  the  middle  of  Ja- 
nuary. It  broke  up  a  few  weeks  ago,  and 
announced  its  departure  with  a  dreadful  noife. 

If 
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If  climate  could  have  any  effe£t  on  national 
cbaraders,  the  proofs  ought  to  be  manifeft  in 
Ruilia.  The  heats  and  colds  are  exceffive ; 
and  the  tranfition,  from  the  one  extreme  to 
the  other,  fudden.  A  fortnight  ago  the 
ground  was  covered  with  fnow  j  this  day  the 
heat  is  almoft  infufFerable :  at  prefent  fcarcely 
a  bud  appears  ;  but  we  expedt,  in  a  few  dayst 
to  fee  the  fields  and  trees  invefted  with  ver- 
dure.  A  fliort  letter  this,  you  will  fay, 

and  a  fliort  account  of  a  Ruffian  fpring.  It 
is  fo  ; — but  a  long  defcription  would  be  un« 
fuitable,  when  a  Ruffian  fpring  is  the  fubjed* 
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Letter    xi 


State  df  Agriculture  in  RuJJia. , 


BfeAR   SIR,  June  14,  1769. 

I  AM  juft  returned  from  aa  excurfion  of 
thirty  verfts  *  into  the  country.  I  was  at 
a  place  called  Crafnocelo,  where  an  Englifti- 
man,  who  has  been  fome  time  in  this  coun«> 
try,  has  eftabliflied  a  manufadure  of  printed 
cloth.  The  weather  was  very  fine,  and  the 
province  of  Ingria,  fouth  and  eaft  from  St* 
Peterlburgh,  appeared  delightful.  The  coun* 
try  18  perfedly  green;  varied  with  woods, 
confifting  chiefly  of  birch  and  fir;  and  inter- 
fperfed  v.'ith  a  number  of  rifing  grounds. 

I  travelled  a  confiderable  way  along  the 
banks  of  a  beautiful  little  river,  bordered 
with  wood.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Craf- 
nocelo is  fituated  a  romantic  round  hill,  co- 

^  Aboat  20  iniles.  * 
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Tered  with  birch,  larix,  and  other  trees  ;  and 
in  the  middle  of  it,  a  delU  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  in  length.  The  fides  of  the  emi- 
nence that  furrounds  it  are  very  fteep ;  nor 
i«  there  any  accefs  to  it  but  by  a  Hoping 
entry  to  the  weft,  and  not  more  than  twenty 
feet  wide.  This  delightful  little  foot  is  the 
immediate  property  of  the  crown  j  it  is  laid 
out  like  a  garden,  and  has  in  the  middle  an 
elegant  fcnall  pavilion.  Yet  I  fliould  have 
liked  it  better  unadorned,  or  adorned  only  by 
the  hand  of  nature. 

The  foil,  in  this  province,  feems  tolerably 
good;  in  fome  places  a  deep  clay,  and  ii^ 
others  fandy.  It  is,  as  you  may  fuppofe, 
very  little  improved.  A  Ruffian  plough  is, 
indeed,  a  ridiculous  object;;  fo  light,  tliat 
you  may  lift  it  in  your  hand :  it  is  drawn  by 
one  fmall  horfe  ;  the  plough-fliare  is  no 
bigger  than  a  large  carving  knife,  and  ferves 
no  other  purpofe  than  to  loofen  the  fur- 
face  of  the  earth.  Yet,  in  fome  places, 
you  fee  tolerable  crops  of  barley,  rye, 
^jid  buckity  wheat;    ^nd,   in  many  places, 
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cxtenfive  meadows,  luxuriant  with  natural 
grafs. 

Indeed,  as  agriculture  is  (lill  in  its  infancy 
in  Ruffia,  on  account  of  the  flavery  of  the 
peafants,   the  prcfent  Emprefs  endeavours  to 
promote   fome .  knowJcdge  of  t^is  ntceffary 
art,  by  forming  colonies   of  ftrangers.     A 
few  verfts  from  this  city,  there  is  a  fettlement 
of  Germans,  confiding  of  about  a  thoufand 
people ;  and  the  following,  I  have  been  in- 
formed, is  the  manner  and  terms   of  their 
eftabliftiment : One  of  the  colonifts  re- 
ceives from  the  Emprefs  a  horfe,  an  ox,  a 
cow,   four  or  five  hundred  rubles,  and  a  por- 
tion of  crown  lands.     Thefe  lands  he  muft 
cultivate;  and,  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  he 
muft  repay  the  crown   the   fum  of  money 
which  he  has  recieived.     He  is  then  at  liberty 
to  leave  his  farm,    and  fettle  wherever   he 
pleafcs.     If  he  remain,  the  farm,  on  paying 
a  fmall  annual  rent  to  the  crown,  becomes 
his  property  for  ever*     There  are  feveral  of 
thefe  colonies  in  different  parts  of  Ruflia ; 
they  confift  chiefly   of  German   Lutherans* 
and  are  indulged  in  the  free  exeVcife  of  their 
religion. 

I  hope 
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I  hope  to  hear  from  you  foon;  aad  anit 

P.  S.  On  the  fourth  of  this  months  at  twenty 

minutes  paft  three  in  the  morning,  I  had 

the  .  goo4   fortune  to  fee  the    tranfit  of 
Venus. 


F  4 
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Trogrefs  of  th^^  Wav* 

IT  IS  really   jmpoffible  fop  me,  my   deai: 
Sir,  to  give  you  a  circumftantial  account 
of  all  the  rencontres,   and  various   ads   of 
hoftility  committed,  I  might  rather  fay  per- 
petrated, in  the  prefent  barbarous  and  com- 
plex war.    I  doubt  njuch  whether  it  will  ever 
be  poffible  for  the  cleared  and  moft  accurate 
Iiiftorian  to  deliver  them  in  a  regular,  par- 
ticular, and  complete  detail.     You  will  fee 
the  propriety  of  this  remark,  by  obferving 
the  prefent  fituation   of   the  different  com- 
batants and  opponents.     The  ivhole  of  Po- 
land is  in  4  ftate  of  diftradion.     There  are 
•  ■-*■■,•       ••'.*.'  ■    ' 

confederacies  and  aflbciations  of  armed  men 

in  every  quarter  ;  and  almoft  in  every  quarter 
there  are  RuJOTiah  troops,  or  fuch  as  are  in- 
iifted  under  the  royal  banner.  Of  confequence 
there  are  conftant  encounters  :  fometimes  the 
one  party,  and  fometimes  the  other,  is  fuc- 
cefsful.    Thefe  conflids  contribute  nothing  to 

the 
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the  re-eftablifliment  of  public  aflFairs  :  they 
are  bloody  and  barbarous  :  all  the  efFedl  they 
produce  is,  to  extend  and  diverfify  the  miferies 
pf  the  country ;  nor,  in  any  of  them  that:  ever 
1  heard  of,  is  there,  even  in  individuals,  any 
fuch  difplay  of  condu£t,  military  taleqts,  an4  ^ 
heroifm,  as,  independent  of  their  effedts,  woul4 
render  them  interefting.  It  is  really  wonder- 
ful, that  the  prefent  civil  war  in  Poland  has 
called  forth  in  that  nation,  no  gallant  fpirits 
Jo  draw  ppon  jhemfelves  particular  attention, 
and  to  rife  above  the  general  mafs  of  furious 
and  fierce  partizans.  No  fupereminent  abi- 
Jities  have  appeared  among  them.  How  dif- 
ferent  have  been  the  effects  produced  by  the 
civil  wars  both  in  prance  and  in  England  !  Oit 
the  frontiers  of  Ruffia  too  you  have  the  fame 
uniform  and  (hocking  fpedacle.  You  fee  in 
^ne  quarter,  parties  of  favage  Tartars  com- 
piitting  cruel  depredations  on  New-Servia ; 
^nd  parties  of  no  lefs  favage  Coflacks,  perpe- 
trating bloody  outrages  in  Wallachia  and  Bef- 
farabia.  Fertfle  provinces  rendered  defolate, 
towns  and  villages  in  flames ;  numerous  herds 
of  cattle  rapacioufly  driven  away ;  the  inha- 
bitants butchered^  or  carried  into  captivity, 
conftitute  the  dreadful  featpres  of  Ruffian  and 

Tartarian 
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Tartarian  warfare.  When  you  confider  thcfe 
things,  I  perfuade  myfelf  you  will  not  regret 
ray  difinclination,  and  indeed  inability,  to  lay 
before  you  circumftantial  details.  One  event, 
however,  has  happened  on  the  eaftern  frontier, 
which  naay  be  of  Angular  importance  in  the 
progrefs  of  the  war.  The  Ruflians  have 
taken  poffeffion  of  Afoph  ;  and  as  it  may  be 
of  great  fervice  in  affifting  them  to  carry  on  a 
naval  war  with  their  adverfaries,  they  have 
employed  a  number  of  men  in  repairing  the 
fortifications. 

As  far  as  I  am  able,  I  fhall  give  you  a  more 
particular  account  of  the  motions  and  atchieve- 
ments  of  the  great  armies  under  Prince  Gal- 
litzin  and  the  Grand  Vizir.  The  great  Ruf- 
fian army,  in  the  prefent  campaign^  feems  to 
dire£k  its  chief  operations  againft  Moldavia* 
PerhapSi  as  this  Province  is  contiguous  to  Po- 
land, it  may  be  the  intention  of  the  Emprefs 
to  prevent,  or  cut  off,  as  eaily  as  poflxble,  any 
intercourfe  between  the  Turks  and  the  Poles, 
Accordingly,  Prince  Gallitzin  led  his  army, 
as  foon  as  he  was  able,  to  the  banks  of  the 
Neifter,  intending,  by  a  fudden  attack,  to  feize 
Chotzim,  the  frontier  town.     He  crofled  the 

river, 
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river,  and  on  the  thirtieth  of  April  attacked 
zvfzxmjoi  above  twenty-five  thoUfand  Turks, 
in  their  entrenchments  under  the  walls.  They 
were  defended  by  the  artillery  of  the  fortrefs. 
Caratnan  f  aeha,  who  commanded  them,  made 
his  cavalry  charge  the  right  wing  of  the  Ruf-* 
fians ;  hirt  notwichftanding  the  valour  of  their 
attack*  and  the  advantages  of  fituation,  the 
Turks  were  totally  routed  and  driven  out  of 
their  camp.  General  Ifmaelof  purfued  them, 
and  it  is  faid,  that  the  blood  (hed,  both  in  the 
battle  and  the  purfuit,  was  very  confiderablc. 
About  the. fame  time  fome  confiderablc  ad- 
vantages were  gained  by  Prince  Proforowiky 
over  a  detachment  of  the  enemy,  at  no  great 
didance  from  Chotzim.  Thefe  fucceffes  you 
may  be  fure,  and  this  happy  commencement 
of  the  war,  occafion  much  rejoicing  in  the 
capital;  I  heard  Te  Deum  fung  before  the 
Emprefs  in  th^  Cafan  church,  on  account 
of  them.  Indeed,  the  iffue  of  this  war  may 
be  of  great  confequence,  not  only  to  the  Ruf- 
fian empire,  but  to  the  Emprefs  in  particular. 
Her  elevation  to  the  throne  was  not  aufpicious; 
and  there  are,  no  doubt,  many  perfons  in  the 
'  *  empire  not  yet  reconciled  to  her  government* 

Many 
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Many  of  the  nobility  chook  rather  tarefide  at 
Mofgow,  than  with  the  court  at  St.  Peteriburg* 
The  Ruffians  are  in  general  fickle,  and  fond 
pf  change.  The  Great  Duk?  will  foon  be  of 
age,  and  it  was  underftood  by  many,  when 
the  Emprefs  was  crowned,  that  when  her  foa 
was  old  enough  to  reign,  fhe  was  to  refign. 
Ax\  unfuccefsful  foreign  war  tends  to  impair 
the  authority  of  all  defpots;  and  this  is  the 
firft  foreign  war  fhe  has  ever  waged.  To  her, 
therefore,  in  circumftances  fo  particular,  the 
iflue  of  the  war  is  pf  the  greateft  importance* 
Accordingly  Ihe  exerts  every  effort ;  and^ 
^dituated  in  this  manner,  we  are  not  to  ex^** 
pedl  a  languid,  flow,  and  protra(3:ed  *  contefl:, 
but  a  war  of  fpirited  and  vigorous  pperation. 
The  redudlion  of  Chotzim,  it  is  expected,  will 
be  the  immediate  confequence  of  Galitzin's 
vidory  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  a  confiderable 
fleet  is  preparing  at  Cronftadt,  to  attempt 
fome  important  (Iroke  in  the  Mediterranean  or. 
Archipelago.  One  of  the  beft  officers  in  th,e 
Ruffian  fleet,  is  Commodore  Greig,  a  native  of 
Fifelhire.  His  naval  abilities  are  reckoned  very 
great ;  yet  that  (implicity  and  modefly  of  de- 
portment which  ufually  accompany,  and  too 

often 
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often  veil,  the  moft  diftinguifhed  merit,  may 
with  a  people,  fo  fond  of  (hew  and  glare 
as  the  Ruffians  are,  and  fo  apt  to  judge  of 
men,  according  as  they  feem  to  entertain  a 
high  opinion  of  themfelves,  keep  out  of  fight 
for  a  time,  and  even  Icffen  the  value  of  his 
abilities.    *  *  *   . 
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LETTER      XIII. 


Anecdotes  of  Count  Munich. 


Ifland  of  Caminioioflrow,  July,  1769. 

«  T  S  L  A  N  D  of  Caminioioftrow/'  methinks 
X  1  hear  you  repeat  with  terror,  after  ob- 
ferving  the  date  of  my  letter,  recolleding 
yourfelf,  turning  over  to  a  map  of  Ruilia, 
and  with  an  anxious  eye  looking  towards  Si- 
beria. No  occafion,  my  good  friend,  for 
your  fears  ;  I  have  not  been  guilty  of  treafon, 
and  am  neither  banifhed  to  the  frozen  Sea, 
iior  to  the  borders  of  China.  The  place  I 
write  from,  is  an  ifland  in  our  river,  where 
Lord  C.  and  his  family  are  to  pafs  the  weeks, 
you  will  obferve  I  don't  fay  months,  of  the 
fummer. 


It  is  indeed  a  delightful  recefs ;  diftant  no 
more  than  three  miles  from  St.  Peterfburgh. 
It  is -the   northmoft  of  a  numerous  clufter 

of 
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of  iflands  formed  in  the  mouth  of  the  Neva, 
where  it  enters  the  gulph  of  Finland,  and 
is  joined  to  Peterfburfky  ifland  by  a  bridge 
of  nine  boats.  It  is  fcarcely  two  miles  ia 
length,  and  not  more  than  half  a  mile 
broad.  'This,  and  all  the  neighbouring 
iflands,  and  the  banks  of  the  river,  are 
adorned  with  wood,  chiefly  with  birch,  which 
grows  very  tall  and  bulhy,  and  whofe  fine 
filver  bark  makes  a  beautiful  contraft  with 
the  deep  verdure  of  the  leaves.  Our  little 
ifle,  for  there  are  fome  much  larger,  is  finely 
Interfperfed  with  lawns  and  meadows;  and 
its  fields  and  ihores  are  diverfified  with  a 
number  of  flowers.  The  wild  flower,  which 
feems  to  grow  here  in  the  greateft  abundance, 
is  the  lily  of  the  valley.  The  river,  branch- 
ing out  into  many  clear  deep  ftreams,  laves 
the  green  borders  of  the  diff^erent^  iflands : 
and  the  fragrance  wafted  from  the  trees, 
efpecially  in  an  evening,  heightens  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  fcene.  Nothing  can  be  more 
agreeable  than  to  row  around  this  and  the 
adjacent  fliores,  in  a  fine  morning,  or  in  a 
moon-light  night-  The  Ruflian  bargemen 
ufually  fing  as  they  row ;  they  fing  in  cho- 

tufes ; 
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rufes ;  the  mufic  is  fometimes  accomp4n!^4 
ivith  a  horn  ;  and  in  the  flillnefs  of  the  night> 
and,  when  heard  at  Tome  dlAance,  it  has  a  fo-^ 
lemn  cfFedt. 

In  this  ifland  is  a  fmall  palace  belonging 
to  the  great  Duke,  which  Lord  C.  poflefles 
during  the  fummer;  and  adjoining  to  it  is  a 
little  garden,  laid  out  with  archedi  and  gravel 
walks.  It  was  built  by  G)unt  Beftuchefi 
who  was  Chancellor  during  part  of  the  reign 
of  the  late  Emprefs.  While  he  continued  in 
favour,  he  Was  regarded  as  Prime  Minifter, 
and  the  foremoft  man  in  the  empire.  His 
door  was  daily  befet  with  coaches;  and  all 
the  nobility  looked  up  to  hirh,  almoft  as  to 
their  fovereign :  his  fmile  conftitiited  their 
happinefs,  arid  his  frown  their  mifery.  But 
having  fallen  into  difgrace,  he  was  inftantly 
flripped  of  his  honours,  offices,  and  eftate ; 
and  was  exiled  into  fome  remote  and  inho- 
fpitahle  corner  b£  th^it  empire  which  he  for* 
merly  governed. 

Oh  how  wretched 
Is  that  poor  man  t^at  hangs  on  princes*  favours  ! 
There  is  betwixt  that  fmile  he  would  afpire  to. 
That  fweet  afpeft  of  princes  and  his  ruin. 
More  pangs  and  tears  than  war  or  women  have; 

And 
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•  'Aiid  when  he  fads^jfaefalbiikeXiicefbr,        • 
;Ncvci;:tahope^g«i9. :;:    :  jt    :^..     > 

Revcrfes  of  this'  ibrtaffe ''riot  "\jdufual  here^ 
and  iir  other  countries  *  that  aregovcrncd  by 
dtfpots/  In  the4ife-df  no  great  man  in  this 
emgiifc '  were  •  they  •  illuftfated  more  remark- 
ably,  than  in  that  of  thd  famous  Count  Mu* 
nich*  The  old  age  of  this  celebrated  General 
was-tnarbed  by  fome  ftr iking  circumftancesf, 
which  are  not  very  generally  knoWn,  artd  of 
which  the  following  account  may  afford  you 

fome  amufenient; '  ■"  *   .        . 

■      /  .  t 

1  1    «       •  »  .  ,  I 

Count  ,  Munich    was   Prime  Minifter  of 
Buflia,  :ia  the  reign  of  the  Eii^prefs,  Anrnt 
Ivanowriaf, ,  and  in  that  of  her  iitcpe/Tor  Ivan  ; 
wap  xpQi}em.^ed  to  fuflPer  death  by  .the  Em- 
prefs  Elizabeth,  but  received  a  pardon  on  the 
fcaffold^  and,  inflead  of .helnm .beheaded,  was 
banii^ed  Jn^to^  Siberia..  ^.Co^ntpfterman,  ,his 
pQlitical  rival,  was  ,to  have  fuffcred  death  at 
the  (amci  time.,  ar^d;  in,  the.  f^meimapner  :  he 
.afcended  the  Xcaffold ;  faw  thf ,  s^xe,  and  the 
^?cex;ut|pi^r  j  coII)Lm^ttq4^  his,  fopl .  .to  heaven  ; 
^lai^  hi^i^adupqa:  theblo^k;  expected  the 
dw^ly ;  Waw  i  \5^*s^  lifted  .^p  j ;  had ,  his  eyes 
.uncovered}  and  was  told  that  the  Emprefs 

G  had 


had  fpared  Jbls  life,  .but  tliAt  he  miift  go  into 
banifbment.  One  might  a&>  \^he#it^r>  ia 
this  inftanc?^  meroy  jwrore  tfec  yizor  pf  Cr.u^ft 
or  cruelty  the  viz^r  of  mercy  ?--r-T- Thp 
Cowmjcli  Munich  bitd  the  Uhecty  of  cbppfi^gi 
either  to  accooipany  her  huibiand  into  ^^  wild 
j^d  dre^iy  region  in  the  nort;b  ^f  Afiaj  or 
to  rern^ip  with  her  t^cquaisitaace  juad  frieod9 
in  PetjerflHirg.  Wittout  hefitatioa  .or  celuc^ 
tance  ihe  chofe  to  follow  her  huibdixd* 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  fortreft 
where  the  Count  was  confined,  was  ftri^ly 
enjoined  to  allow  him  no  more  than  the  mere 
•neceflaries  of  life;  and  was  ordered  to  in- 
dulge him  ill  no  alleviation  of  his 'fufferings* 
•But,  fortunately  for  Munich,  the  Olficerhad 
-ferved  under  him  in  the  Turkifti  iiyar,  and 
was  a  peribn  of  a  generous  and  humane  difpo- 
fitions*    Moved  by  veneration  for  his  Gene- 
ral, whom  he  had  feen  performing  fo  many 
gallaiit  exploits,  and  conceiving  himfelf  out 
of  the  reach  of  information,  by  his  great  di- 
ftance  from  the  capital,  he  did  every  thing  in 
his  power  to  foften  the  rigour  of  exile  t  ^nd, 
among, other  indulg^ccs,  permitted  him  the 
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life  of  materials  for  writing,  and  to  have  fome 
intercourfe  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
try.  The  Countefs  found  amufement,  and 
plcafure,  and  relief,  during  many  folitary 
years,  in  inftruSing  the  children  of  the  neigh- 
bouring peafants.  For  this  alleviation  of  her 
misfortune,  flie  was  indebted  to  the  fime 
goodnefs  of  heart,  that  carried  her  from  the 
gaiety  of  focial  life  intb  the  midft  of  a  lonely 
defart:  for  had  fhe  been  proud  and  felfiih, 
ihe  could  not  have  fubmitted  to,  or  been  ca- 
pable of,  any  fuch  employment  j  and  muft 
confequently  have  been  deprived  of  the  cont* 
fort  which  it  afforded  her.  Even  the  dft- 
charge  of  her  duty  to  her  hufband,  and  his 
affeftionate  gratitude,  could  not  otherwife 
have  prefervcd  her  from  pining^  The  Count 
found  amufement  in  the  exetcifes  of  a  well^ 
regulated  undicrftanding  ;  he  employed  him- 
fctf  in  writing  the  memoirs  of  his  life,  and 
in  drawing  plans  of  fieges  and  fortrficat*ions« 

But  thefe  alleviations  of  their  captivity 
were  interrupted.  A  RuflSarr  officer  p&fling 
through  the  country,  and  flaying  fome  days 
at  the  fortrefs,  obferved  the  liberty  enjoyed 
by  Munich,  and  had  the  fitigtifer  inhumanity, 
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on  his  return  to  St..  Pcterfburg,  to  inform  EK- 
:jabeth  of  all  he  had  feen.  The ,  difpofitionft 
which  led  him  to  inform,  led  him  alfo  to  exag- 
gerate. He  iniinuated,  that  the  Count  was 
plotting  mifchief  againft  the  Emprefs,  or 
againft  thevftate :.  9nd  that  his  plans  and  writ-* 
ings  were ,  not  matter  of  mere  amufep^ent. 
Accordingly,  the  friend  of  Munich  was  fud- 
denly  recalled,  diveftcd  of  his  authority,  and 
threatened  with  the  punifhment  of  treafonable 
difobedience.  But  the  Count,  in  order  to  ex- 
culpate his  benefador,  fent  all  the  papers- he 
pQiTefled,  thofe .  memoirs,  and  thofe  plans 
which  were  the  objeds  of  his  affedion,  and  his 
fplace  for  many  winters  of  difmal  folitude*: 
he  fent  them  with  the  utmoft  readinefs  to  St. 
Pcterfburgk  This  effort  coft  him.  a  grievous 
pang.  ,  They  were  burnt.  But  they  were 
an  oblation  offered  on  the  altar  of  grateful 
friendfhip ;  for  he.had  the  confolation  of  learn- 
ing, that  they  had  been  the  means  of  preferv- 
ing  his  friend  from  rigorous  punifhment.  He 
had  not,  however^  the  happinefe  of  feeing  him 
"Return  to  Siberia.  ^       ' 


* ,  •  •  / 


« 

On  theacccffibn  of  Peter,  the  Third  he  was 
relieved  from  his  captivity}  apd,  after  an  exile 
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<yf  tweritjF-five  years/  was  reftored  to  his  for- 
mer honour«f.  '  One  of  the  firft  perfohs  he  met' 
Mrith  at  Court/;  after  hi&  reftoritiobi- was  his 
old*  enemy  aind  ritral*  Goxmt  Ofterman,  who^ 
38  was- above  mesitiofiedt '  had  been  exiled  ^dt;^ 
the  fame  time  with 'himfelf;  and  wasmowialfo^ 
at  Court, :  for  tiie  firft  tiiiie,fince  hijs  recall 
What,  dp  you  appreheiui,  jwerethe  fciuimentr 
of  thefe  two  remarkable  men,  on  this.extraor^ 
dinary  and  '  unexpe£ted  meeting  i  Tkey  had^ 
been  equally; ambitious.;  had  poflefled  iimlilar 
political,  abilities  jiliad  been  engaged  in  .the 
Ikn^e  punfuiia;-  competitor^  for  the!  fame  pre-: 
eminence,  and  o€:CQlirfc  in  violent  oppofitipa 
to  each  lather.:  ;th4y  Had  both  been  difappoint- 
Qd,^hcid  fufferied  fimilar  puoifhment^  and  were 
nawi.after  a, long  period,;  in  the  fame. manner, 
andiat  ^thefameinflianti  releafed*  .W<?<3ld  any^ 
r^mftiu'S  ofitJieir  oUl  animofity  ffiU  lUrfc  ill 
tl^eij: bofem^  and  ftill  dairken  their  henrtS  ?  Or,- 
rather, I  cured  of  the  ambition  which,  had  for-^ 
meriy  fet  them  at  variancCt  would  ;they  not 
regard  .one  another  with  fome  com^ceacy? 
Would .  they  not  feel  as  if  they  had  met  in  hea- 
Yea^  -Ahdi.defpifing  the  littlenefs  of  their  for-^ 
^aj^. .  dii&4fic[n9)  would  not  the  recolle£Uon 
Asiie  their  afiedlions  ?  Such,  perhaps^  would 
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have  heeq  the  teiuleQcy  of  their  feelmg^^  if 
the  prefence  of  ib  many  fp«datora»  who  be-« 
l;^f Id  theiQ  with,  ga^mg  curiofityi  had  not  im^ 
prefled  their  miods  with  the  dread  of  impro** 
piietXf  ^^^  ^^  reftraioed  thdur  emotioito.  The 
oircuaiftaaces  were  indeed  dUagreeahle ;  and 
the  Gmperor^  hy  whofe  ekmency  they  wer^ 
re£bQred>  would  have  fhewn  a  delicate,  ioAeadf 
of  a  whiinfical  generofity^  if  he  had  prevented 
a  fituation  fo  very  painful,  i  ant  indeed^  per-» 
fuaded,  hy  the  following  anecdote,  that  if  the 
heart  of  Mtmkb  had  been  allowed  to  flbw  uot' 
reftrainedi  it  would  have  flowed  in  a  fvU  fiream 
of  complacency. — Soon  aft^er  his  return  to  St. 
Peterfhurg,  the^pe^fon  who  had  fo  nialicioully 
informed  againft  the  Officer  who  had  fiiewn 
him  fo  much  attention  in  Siberia^  fought  aa 
eiirly  opportunity  of  waiting  upon  him,  threw 
him.felf  at  his  feet,  and  craved  hh  forgivenefs« 
"  Go,"*  faid  the  old  man,  "  were  my  heart 
<^  like  yours,  perhaps  I  might  fcek  for  re- 
^  venge;  but  as  i  am.  out  of  your  reach  yoii: 
*f  have  no  reafoa  to  be  afraid."  An  anecdote 
of  the  fame  kind  is  related  of  the  Emperof 
Adrian^  After  his  elevation  to  the  imperia) 
dignity,  meeting  a  peribn  who  had  formerly 
been  hia  ^oft  inveterate  enemy ;  ^^  My  good 

f«end/^ 
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friend,*'  cried  he,  '•  you  have  cfcapedi  for  I 
*•  am  Emperor." 

Munich  died  not  long  after  the,  acceifion  of 
Catharine  the  Second:  and  I  have  heard,  that 
though  much  folicitcdi  he  would  never  accept 
of  any  marktf  of  her  favour.  ^''I  am  an  old 
••  man,"  he  would  fometimesfay :  "  I  have  al* 
^^  ready  fuffered  many  misfortunes ;  and  if  I 
**  purdhafed  a  few  years  of  life  by  the  proftitu^ 
^  libtt'  of  my  opiofofts^,  I  fik>ukl  make  but  a 

^'  badMchange."  Ktehad,  at  the  tinieof  Peter's 
dst^ronement,  given  Him  fomt  Vel^  fpirited 
coutiipl:  **  Go^  forth,'*  ikid'hei'  *^put  your- 
^'  felf:at  the  heaict  of  the  »oopfl[  ]^U'ha^  with 
^^  ydu4*  or  ^a  forth  aUiae;>  addrefs!  the  two 
^^  regiments  tSsayt  aK  marthing^  againO;  you : 
^  Tell  theto  yoa  are>  their  fovereign,  the 
<<  grandfon  6f  Peter  the  Gre4t ;  aik  them  if 
**  tSiey  hare  beea  aggrieved^  and  alTure  them 
^^  of  full'  rcdrefii  I  will  forfeit  my  hoary 
•^  he^d',  if  they  dt>  not  fling  dowit  their  armtfi 
«*  and  ftiU  proftratb  before  you.'^  But  Peter 
was  infatuated;  ^ouTd  not  follow  his  counfels; 
and  was  dethroned.*~'nie  prefent  Emprefa 
jhews  every  mark  of  regard  and  attention  to 
the  fon  and  grandfons  of  Munich^    Adieu; 
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,Progr.?j[s_.0'.th  War,  ,j^_.  _. 
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*  *;  ♦  *  *  ;TlIN?PIIMJEP jou  fn  niy. Iftftpo^ 

daily  acc^9*s  -<?if( 'th^.i^e^y^Sioa .  pf  .Gbotzipi^ 
This  t^W  hoy^v§r/Jia,s^^^;eot  ta'keQ.:plftce» 
Onvth^ cqiijfi^yj ;<3f»lij?{ip:J>i^^^  pfefent  re- 
liftquiftj2(l'Jbii&tte»pt,Laiifi  h&a  repaffpd.  the 
l^ieifter.;: ;  This.  octafijWls:.a.,g(Dad:  deal  c$i fur^ 
pfize.;  fbr,  peaplfk^wM  know/  not  upon  how 
inapy  piip,ute-ipiFClJnaft|LHce6  iniilitajy;  c^iera- 
fions  very  often  (iep€^<?t  :^V1i«ver  iapguwje  in 
ibeM::expg£l4tionc,  «aii(i,  ^n  the  ar4oijii.'©f  tljeir 
wi(he8,:'notonly  defire  bytejcpci^:,  (;h5t..every 
advantage  fhall  he>ftagtl;5/iC)i;pwed,^y^^^ 


•■*         hi 


I'ment^oned  to  you,.  ^atyPr^ce.  G^lit?in'« 
defi§n  was  ^o.r^d^K:?  Cho^px  |)y  a  fuddenat 
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fauk.     Biit  he  v^  difappoiqted  by  the  dex«) 
terity  :of iGfttaman  Pdchai  who^  threw  fb  great 
a.fiartiof  hts  army/ into;  t^e. place,  that:it  was 
utterly .  mirpofiible  ^  for  thd  Ruffians  to  proceed 
agflunft.»itinj  thfe  maqaer  they  intended;  nor 
werfe  .theycjlcoyidcd,:  it  is^faid,  with  artillefry 
foriprofecutipg.  a  regular  fiege.     Add  to  thisy 
thajt  the  BitffiTian,  army  is  by  ho  means  ib'nu« 
mereus;  as . ;  the  news-papers  report.     Befides^ 
the,difqrd€Srs;in  Poland  werfc  rifing  to  fuch  a 
heighf,  .a9>pQrl^ps  made  it  hecefiary  for  the 
great  Ruffian  army  to  give  fome  attention  to 
that  qwaf?eii.r., That  the  Poles  fhould  be  par- 
ficqlarly, furious  at  prefent,  is.  not  merely  td 
be  accoi^OD^d  fpr.by  th^eir  hope  of  affiftance 
|i^oip  th^.i^ulitafn,  and  the  removal  of  (bme  of 
the  Ruijian  troops  that  were  ftationed  among 
them,  *a^h3e -borders  of  Turkey ;:  but.  fromi 

fopife  l?te  i9^fi*res  of  th«  R  uffian  court.  :■  ^  ^ 

•     ^  •  •  • 

^  T^xe.  JEl;npiferS|  as  was  already  mentioned,'  is 
actuated  by  n^any  coijf^derations,  n6t  to  pro- 
trad,  but  to  profecute  the  war  with  vigour; 
This  principle  appears,  and  throws  itfelf  out 
in  a  variety  of  operations:  in  confequence  of 
the  general  determination,  it  is  applied  in  all 
cafes ;  and  it  is  applied  in  foinc  cafes  that  ought 

to 
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tO:  h%V!e  been  e3tcepted>  and  where  it)  is  not  im^ 
p^AnsnU-  h  is^  owing  to  this  thax  the  BmpreT^ 
iflbed  a  proclaowtion^  and  which  fffointei  a- 
0b;h1v  decIaradlQn  from  Confiantiiioplie)  aK 
K>wiQgl  none  of  the  Potest  in  the  prefen^  con- 
trft,.  to  retosmi  neuter  ;  but  to  ta^e  part,  in  a 
decided  and  aftlve  nvanner^  witb  one  or  otbei^ 
af  thje  contfmding  poweva :  and^  aim  of  iffeli? 
hsA  thrown  them  into  ehe  greateil  fertnenf .^-« 
Iromi  one  or  all  of  tfaefe  caufes^  Pkiuce  Gafit- 
xin  hat  found:  bim&If  under  ^he-  Aeoel&ty  of 
repaffing  the  Neiften  Not  is  it  UaliJtely  ihac 
hia  otstpofb»  and  the  detaohments  fent  from 
his  army,  either  for  provifionsy  forage,  or  to 
seconoofttre  the  enemy,  may  have  (uAained^oB'^ 
fideoabk  loi&s.  The  Turks  a€hial}y  contend^ 
that  he  has  been  compelled^,  by  force  of  arms^, 
to  abandon  the  fisge  :  and,  according  to  every 
thing  i  can  learn,  the  Superiority  of  the  Turfeifli 
cavalry  give  them  a  decided  advantage  in  all 
ikirmiihea,  and  on  all  occafions,  where  the 
lUiflGlan  infantry  is  not  engaged.    ♦  *  «  *  * 
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LETTER    XV. 

Epijcurfion  into   CareUa.-*^State   of  the 

Fmlanders. 


DEAR.  SIR,  Jnljr,.  1769. 

I  AM  juft  returned  from  a  rery  agreisabie 
.  excwiSoii  into  the  provioce  of  Careliaw 
The  appeasance  of  the  country  at  this  ieafon  ia 
remarkably  plea£iQt«  It  riies  in  little  hill^ 
and  18  a  good  deal  covered  with  birch,  firt 
aller,  and  other  trees.  In  the  woods  there  are 
a  number  of  hurtleberries,  cranberries,  and 
wild  ftramberries.  The  foil  is  in  generallight 
and  fandy,  and  the  country  is  diveriified  with 
little  green  lawnst  meadows,  and  corn-fields. 
I  was  furprized  at  the  fizeof  the  grafshoppers ; 
they  are  at  leaft  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length. 
The  houfes  in  the  villages  are  conftru£ted  of 
wood ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  this  country 
jwre  chiefly  Fias, 

The 
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The  Fins  are  neither  fo  tall,  nor  fo  handfomc 
a«  the  Ruffians.  Their  hair  is  light-coloured, 
and  their  complexions  fair;  fo  that  though 
their  children  are  very  comely,  the  poornefs  of 
their  diet,  and  the  inclement  weather  to  which 
they  are  fo  much  expofed,  give  them',  when 
grown  up  to  youtti  and  manhood,'  even  a  mi- 
ferable  appearance.  •  Their  language  is  totally 
difFereot  from  that  of  the '  Ruffians  :  being 
chiefly  Lutherans,  they  are  alfo  of  a  different 
religion ;'  and  though  all  the  fubjec9:s  of  this 
eihpire  may  be  confidered  on'an  equal  fbciAn^ 
3p.;regard  to  freedom,  yet  having  beeti^c^n- 
qyered  by  the  R^ffiuis,  they  are  confidiered  ai 
t^birlinleripr^;  ^Hheyi  are  accordingly  treated' 
>pj(^h,th^;UtmQfl:riQfultandabufe;      .         "    :     : 


!  Notjiiqg  indeed  cjin.^  more  depjorable.thanf . 
t^e:  condition  of  a.  ppOpW' reduced  by,  and  QQUr/ 
4itiLUag:a  part.ol'japjotbjer  nation,  ^  bur  difFet'T; 
ing;  from  them  in^  language,,  cuft0m.8  and  re-f 
ligioR-  '.  3uch  differgnci^?  will  e[^p.(>fe  i:feem  to! 
cQntemfpt;  th?  9pnt^nip,t.lh?y,rngft^.ivitb  will; 
ill. time  make  thfm.4eferve  k  :  tre^te^  W;i<l\' 
i?Q  r.eXp^^;  bj  -Q^her^  ,  wf}?i  J^^?^ .  power  oyei?/ 
them,  they  will  lofe  all  fenfe  of  qba?ra<S^er,  ^nd 
lia^Vgno  refped  for  themfelves  :  thus,' not  dar- 
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ing  to  exprefs  their  refcntment  in  a  rdfolute 
and  manly  niahner,  they  will  harbour  fenti- 
ments  of  latent  malice  ;  they  will  indulge  ig- 
nominious vices  J  become  mean,  infidious,  and 
deceitful.     Perhaps  circumftances  of  this  fort 
may  account  for  the  character  of  many  mo- 
dern Jews ;  andi  fo  long  as  thefe  circumftances 
continue,  they  will  always  be  a  feparate  people* 
—On  the  difpcrfion  of  that  famous  nation^ 
many   things   concurred  'to  keep  them  dif- 
tinft  from  the   other  nations  among  whom 
they  dwelt,  and  to  render  them  even  objefts 
of  their  averfiofn.     This  was  particularly  the 
cafe  in  Europe.^    Among  the  European  ftates 
the  mantters  and  maxims   of  chivalry  were 
ibbut  to  commtence :  men  fublifted  by  war  and 
agriculture;  commerce  and  maniifadlurcs  were 
not  held  in  eftcem,  -  But  the  Jews  were  neither 
proprietorsof  land,  nor  retainers  on  great  men : 
they  no  longer !  made  ufe  of  the  fword  ;  and 
fubfifted  neither  by  agriculture  nor  military 
depredation.  Contemned:anddetefted  for  their 
origin,  their  religion, their  hatred  of  Chriftian- 
ity,  and  theic  perfecutidn  of  its  holy  Author, 
they  felt  that  they  had  no  charader  to  lofc, 
and  betook  themfelves  for  fubfiftence  to  fuch 
employments  as  the  Europeans  defpifed.  They 

earned 
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earned  a  livelihood  bjr  trafSc ;  and  by  fuch  cc« 
cupations  as  among  the  RoauDs^^  and  the 
noi'thern  nations  who  rofe  on  the  ruins  of 
Rome,  were  never  pradlfed  but  bf  the  dregs 
of  the  people.  This  therefore  added  to  the 
contempt  and  hatred  of  their  condition ;  and 
cootributedi  by  a  correfponding  proeefSf  to 
render  them  really  bafe  and  defpicable.  Per* 
ceiving  and  feeling  that  they  were  already 
hated  and  defpifed,  they  had  not  fufficient  for^* 
titude  to  contend  with,  and  overcome  the  mife-* 
rable  influences  of  fituation;  they  fuffered 
themfelves  to  deferve  both  contempt  and  aver- 
fiouj  and  not  only  engaged  in  employments 
which  were  held  difhonourable,  but  a<5ted  dtf- 
honourably  in  fuch  employments.  They  not 
only  praftifed  commerce^  but  vrere  guilty  of 
fraud.  As  Europe  became  civiltzcdi.tbey  found 
that  they  were  enabled,  by  their  occupationsi 
both  to  fubfift  and  become  wealthy.  Their  fitua« 
tion,  therefore,  however  defpifcd  by  the  Gen- 
tiles, had  confiderable  advantages,  which  com* 
penfated  for  the  contempt  they  fuffered,  and  re- 
conciled them  to  their  condition.  It  ought 
9lfotobe  remarked,  thattheopportunity  which 
fraud  and  deceit  gave  them  of  retaliating  in 
fome  meafure  the  injuries  they  underwent,  as 

It 
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k  ^atifiejj  tbj^r  rf^^tmeatt  teodied  to  d^rheigi 
(b^ir  w4ejrikftdift^  Mkd  hiadered  tibcna  fraoi 
difcernipg  {h9  i^pcity  of  their  coiaduQ*-^ 
Upon  the  wimple,  of  this  digceilipn  it  joay  o^ojC 
\fc  iQQ|»roper  to  Temarki  that  thofe  who  enjcxjr 
pre'-emineoce,  aod  treat  their  ioferiors  with 
cpDtemptt  merely  on  account  of  difFeoence  jq^ 
fituatioQt  tcefpats  agaiafl:  the  ii]Ltere(jt$  pf  fo* 
ciety^hy  4X)nipjelliag  mea  to  bacome  worthlefs. 
It  may  alfo  be  meotioned,  that  as  fituatioDs^f 
this  ibrt  are  of  fucb  powerful,  as  well  as  of 
fuch  malignant  influeuce^  if  theix  are  perloas 
whoi  ip  de£i^nce  of  them»aflert  the  dignity  of 
human  nature  by  the  inflexible  dignity  c^ 
their  own  conduct  they  do  honour  to  the 
fpeciea. 

In  returning  from  my  excurfion  I  faw  fome 
very  beautiful  landfkips.  Travelling  th  rough 
a  thin  wood  of  birch  and  aller,  I  had  a  fine 
view  to  the  fouth  of  the  Gulph  of  Finland, 
bounded  by  iEfthonia,  which  prefented  the 
palaces  of  Peterhoff  and  Oranibaum,  and  was 
diverfified  by  anumberof  veflfels  that  lay  at  an- 
chor. Towards  the  eafl  was  a  green  and 
buihy  wildernefs ;  the  numerous  iflands  of 
*the  Neva  adorned  with  wood ;  the  river  fiow«> 
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ing  around  theni  in  different;  fchaniicTs;  and 
the  gilded  or  painted  fpiresof  the  eiiy  rifirig^ 
as  it  were,  from  the  midft  of  a  fbreft.  The 
fun  Tetting  bright  in-  the  w^fti '  aiid  pouring  a 
blaze  of  radiance  on'the  gulph,  heightened  in 
a  remarkable  manner^the  beauty  of  the  land- 
Ikip.  I  went  into  a  barge  at  the  naouth  of 
the  Neva ;  the  couirfe  of  the  ftreaih  was  per- 
fedly  fmooth  j  the  bknks  and  borders,  of  the 
fragrant  and  green  iflands,  as  I  was  rowed 
along,  were  for  ever  changing  their 'appear- 
ance ;  and  the  bargemen  ftruck'thcir  oafs  ac- 
cording to  the  cadences  of  their  vocal  concert, 
The  moon,  fhining  over  the  whole  with  tempe- 
rate but  unclouded  radiance,  rendered  the  fcene 
very  foft  and  folemn.  •'^ 

Adieu. 
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LETTER    XVI.    (Extract.) 

fables  trdnjlatedfrom  the  German  ofL^ssiUfG. 


*  *  *  *  it  MONG  thofe  in  St.  PeterlBurg 
-^  ^  who  feek  amufemcnt  in  read- 
ing, I  find  that  German  literature  is  much  in 
fafliion.  Indeed  many  German  authors  have 
diftinguiflied  themfelves  of  late,  not  only  by 
their  learning  and  depth  of  philofophical  re- 
fearch,  but  by  elegance  of  compofition,  and 
the  graces  of  fine  writing.  They  feem  par- 
ticularly fond  of  fables  :  there  is  a  fimplicity 
in  their  language  which  is  well  fuited  to  that 
fpecies  of  compofition  ;  and  two  of  their  fabu- 
lifts,  Leffing  and  Gellert,  the  one  in  verfe,  and 
the  other  in  profe,  have  rifen  to  very  high  re- 
putation. With  Gellert  you  are  already  ac- 
quainted ;  and  of  Leffing-s  inventive  talents-, 
you  will  perhaps  agree  with  me,  that  the  fol- 
lowing tranflations  of  his  fifth  and  fifty- fourth 
fables  are  no  unfavourable  fpecimens. 

H  JUPITER 
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JUPITER  and  the  HORSE.    A  FablS. 

[Tranflated  from  the  German  of  Leffing.] 

^^  Father  of  men  and  beafts  V*  faid  the  Horfe^ 
approaching  the  throne  of  Jupiter,  *^  it  ia 
**  faid.  of  me,  that  I  aiA  one  of  the  nioft  beau- 
•'  tiful  animaU  with  which  thou  haft  adorned 
*<  the  world ;  and  felf-love  inclines  me  to  be- 
*'  lieve  the  chara<Ser  jijft :  yet  in  fome  par- 
^  ticulars,  niy  appcayaace  might  adaiit  of 
^  improvement/* 

*^  Of  what  kind  ?  Inform  me.  I  am  will- 
"  ing  to  receive  inftrudfeion/'  faid  the  Father 
of  all,  and  fmiled. 

"  I  would  probably  run  better,'^  replied  the 
Steed,  **  if  my  legs  were  longer,  and  more 
•*  flender  ;  a  neck  like  a  fwan  would  be  more 
•'  becoming;  a  wider  cheft  would  improve  my 
"  ftrength  ;  and,  fince  thou  haft  ordained  me 
•'  to  carry  thy  darling,  Man,  might  I  not  have 
*'  a  natural  faddle  growing  upon  my  back,  in- 

''  ftead 
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^*  ftead  of  that  with  which  the  well-raeahing 
*'  rider  confines  me/' 

'*  Have  patience,*'  refumed  the  God ;  and 
^ith  an  awful  voice,  pronounced  his  creative 
word  *.  Life  darted  into  the  dull ;  inert  mat- 
ter became  alive ;  organized  members  were 
formed ;  they  were  joined  in  one  confiftent 
body ;  and,  before  the  throne,  arofe— -the  hide- 
ous Camel !  The  Horfe  fhuddered,  and  (hook 
with  horror. 

*'  See,'*  faid  Jupiter,  ^'  longer  and  more 
**  {lender  legs ;  a  necfc  lik<2  that  of  a  fwan  ; 
**  a  large  cheft,  and  a  natural  faddle.  Would 
*'  you  chufe  to  have  fuch  a  fhape  ?" — The 
Horfe  quaked  with  extreme  averfion. 

**  Go,"  continued  the  God,  *^  take  coUnfel 
*'  from  this  event ;  be  henceforth  fatisfied  with 
*'  your  condition  ;  and,  in  order  to  remind  yoti 
*'  of  the  warning  you  have  now  received*' — 
fo  faying  he  caft  on  the  Camel  a  -f-  preferving 
look,  "  Live,*'  faid  he,   **  new  inhabitant  of 

*  Sparch  das  wort  der  fchocpfung. 
f  Warf  cinen  crhaltcnd^n  bJick. 

H  2  *^  the 
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<*  the  world !  and  may  the  Horfe  never  fee  thee 
"  but  with  trembling  averfion  !'* 


7%^  SHE-GOATS.     A  Fable. 

[Tranflatcd  from  the  German  of  Lessing.} 

The  She-goats  rcquefted  Jupiter  to  give 
them  horns ;  for  in  the  beginning  they  had 
none.  But  the  God  defired  them  to  think 
better  of  their  requeft,  and  to  confide  in  the 
care  he  had  of  them ;  for  that  along  with 
horns>  they  might  be  obliged,  perhaps,  to  re- 
ceive fome  difagreeable  appendage.  They 
perfifted  in  their  demand.  They  received 
horns— and  a  beard;  for  in  the  beginning 
they  had  none.  What  vexation  they  felt  for 
thefe  filthy  beards !  more  vexation  than  joy 
for  their  fooliih  horns. 
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LETTER    XVII. 

Frogrefs  of  the  War. — Retreat  of  the  Ruffians 

from  Chotzim* 


DEAR    SIR, 

SINCE  the  laft  accounts  I  gave  you  of  the 
v^ar  in  Moldavia  feveral  events  have  hap- 
pened, at  firft  favourable,  but  now  unfavour- 
able, to  the  Ruffians. 

Prince  Galitzin,  with  his  army  confiderably 
ftrengthened,  returned  to  the  Neifter ;  croffed 
that  river  on  the  13th  of  July,  and  fell  unex- 
pectedly on  a  Turkifh  army  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Chotzim.  He  gained  a  complete  vic- 
tory ;  and  of  confequence  renewed  the  fiege, 
or  blockade,  which  he  had  formerly  been  ob- 
liged to  relinquifh.  I  need  not  enter  into  a 
minute  account  of  the  circumftances  of  the 
battle.  Suffice  it  to  fay  upon  the  whole,  that 
in  all  general  engagements,  where  theftrefsof 
the  conflidl  depends  on  infantry  and  artillery 

H  3  the 
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the  numbers  and  impetuous  valour  of  the 
Turks,  their  fabres  andhorfes,  are  not  a  match 
for  the  fteady  difcipline  of  European  armies, 
Indeed,  there  feems  to  have  been  great^mifcon-? 
dudl  in  the  Turkifh  officers,  in  fufFering  them-? 
fclves  to  be  furprifed  ;  and  we  are  told,  in  con-r 
firmation  of  this,  that  Caraman  Pacha  behead- 
(sd  the  Serafkier  who  commanded  thatarmy^ 

Meantime  the  great  Turkifli  army,  conii- 
manded  by  Mefauge  Pacha  the  Grand  Vizir^ 
advanced  from  the  Danube,  and  took  poft  at 
different  places  between  that  river  and   the 
Neifter.     The  flownefs  of  this  General's  ope- 
rations has  occafioned  more  uneafinefs  at  St. 
Peterfburg,  than  if  he  had  advanced  with  con- 
fident and  impetuous  ardour.     He  is  reported 
to  be  a  man  of  comprehenfive  and  fleady  un-^ 
derflanding.     He    is    fenfible   that   want    of 
difcipline  is  the  great  dcfe£t  of  his  army.    He 
,  therefore  protrads  his  operations,  in  order  that 
his  foldiers  may  be  properly  trained,  and  re- 
duced to  regular   fubordination.     He  is   alfq 
fenfible,  that  more  harm  may  be  done  the  Ruf- 
fians  by    harafTing  them,    and    by  attacking 
The  detachments,    than   by  engaging  them  in 
^  pitched  battle.    B;^  this  Fabian  condudl,  he 
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has  already  rendered  eflential  fervice  to  the 
Sultan.  For  although  fome  troops  were  de- 
feated, that  attempted  in  the  beginning  of 
Auguft  to  throw  fupplies  into  Chotzim ;  yet 
his  detachments  in  other  quarters  have  been  fo 
fuccefsful,  .and  the  Ruffian  army  is  fo  much 
weakened,  and  fo  much  alarmed,  that  they  have 
again  raifed  die  fiege,and  repafled  the  Neifter. 
But  this  they  were  not  able  to  effciSuate  without 
<:on{iderable  lofs.  Their  loflTes,  however,  have 
been  greatly  exaggerated ;  and  if  I  am  not 
mifinformed,  the  regular  troops  in  Prince  Ga- 
litzin's  army  were  not  much  more  than  the 
numbers  that,  according  to  fome  accounts, 
were  faid  to  have  been  flain. 

Thefe  things  have  flattened  our  fpirits.  The 
people  are  beginning  to  murmur.  Rumours 
-of  confpiracics  are  fecretly  propagated  ;  feve- 
aral  perfons,  I  have  heard,  ^ther  guilty  or  fuf- 
j)e£^ed  of  treafon,  have  difappeared  :  but  thefe 
things  are  not  noifed  abroad,  they  are  only 
mentioned  in  confidential  whifpers.  The 
people  are  prohibited  from  fpeaking  6t  writ- 
ing about  politics.  The  Emprefs  tells  them, 
ihat  as  her  asiaterrial  care  for  her  dear  people 

H  4  keeps 
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her  fleeplefs  by  night,  and  bufy  by  day  j — f 
and  I  really  believe  that  her  nights  are  as  fleep- 
lefs as  her  days  are  bufy: — they  have  no  oc- 
cafion  to  givp  themfelves  any  further  trouble 
about  public  affairs,  than  toafl:  implicitly  asflie 
direds ;  and,  in  order  the  more  efFedually  to 
fave  her  dear  people  from  unneceflTary  labour, 
flie  not  only  exhorts,  but  actually  forbids  theni 
to  fpeak,  write,  or  think  politics.  The  fpies 
are  bufy  :  the  fufpeded  great  men  are  clofely 
watched :  For, 

Not  a  Thane  of  them,  but  in  his  houf^^ 
She  has  a  feryant  fee'd, 

Happy  king  of  England  !  who  may  go  about 
with  as  much  fecurity  after  a  defeat,  as  after 
^  vidory ;  who  has  no  occafion  for  a  board 
of  fpies 'againft  his  own  fubjeds;  and  may 
^llow  bis  people  to  fpeak,  write,  and  thjuk  as 
they  pleafe. 

Among  other  changes, .  which,  it  is  faid, 
will  take  place  in  the  Ruffian  armies^  Prince 
Galitzin  is  to  be  recalled,  and  the  chief  com- 
mand given  to  Count  RomanzofF.  General 
Panin,  brotl^ef  to  the  Prime  Minifter,  is  to 
^omrpand   au   army   iipar   Bender,    and  the 

piouth^ 
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mouths  of  the  Danube.     Both  Panin  and  Ro- 
manzofF  have  the  reputation  of  great  military 
talents  ;  and  the  firft,  for  I  have  not  feen  the 
laft,  has  indeed  a  very  bold,  blunt,  military 
countenance  ;  very  different  from  the  fmooth 
fmiling  afpeft  of  the  Prime  Minifter.     Thefc 
changes  may  be  for  the  public  good  j  yet  fome 
court' interefl:  and  intrigue  may  have  helped 
them  forward.     Count  RomanzofPs  mother  is 
p[iuch  regarded  at  court ;  fo  alfo  is  his  fifter* 
the  Countefs  Bruce.     You  will  be  furprifed  at 
the  name.     Count  Bruce  is  the  defcendant  of 
a  Scots  gentleman  of  that  name,  who  came  in- 
to Ruffia  after  the  difcomfiture  of  the  Scots 
by  Oliver  Cromwell ;  and  who,  having  re- 
commended himfelf  to  the  good  graces  of  the 
court,    married  a  Ruffian  lady,  and  was  ad- 
vanced to  confiderable  honours,     A  gentle- 
man, named  Hamilton,  who  came  in  the  fame 
fliip  with  Bruce,^  pafled   into  Sweden  ;  and, 
in  the  laft  war,  his  defcendant.  Count  Ha- 
^lilton,  commanded  the  Swedifli  army  in  Po- 
merania. 

A  fleet  of  feven  fail  of  the  line,  and  fome 
frigates,    having   with   them  a  confiderable 
pumber  of  land-forces,  and  under  the  com- 
mand 


io6  ANECDOTES  OF  THE 

mand  of  Admiral  Elphinfton,  will  fet  out, 
very  foon,  on  an  expedition  into  the  Mediteri^* 
ranean.  The  Admiral  is  a  Captain  in  the 
Britifh  navy :  and)  among  other  important 
fervices,  conduced  the  Britifli  fleet  through 
the  Straits  of  Bahama,  when  the  Englifh,  in 
the  laft  war,  invaded  Cuba.  Admiral  Spiri- 
dofF,  with  a  confiderable  force,  failed  fomc 
time  ago. 
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frogrefs  of  the  War.-^A  Ruffian  Pafqtdnadc^ 


**  Thofejwhom  the  gods  diftinguifli  by  their  hate, 
^'  They  firft  confound,  and  then  refign  to  fate/*  ^ 


0£lober  17,   176^, 

T  Mentioned  to  you  the  prudent  condud  of 
Meflauge  Pacha,  the  Grand  Vizir ;  and 
his  plan  of  wafting  the  Ruffian  army  in  fmall 
conflifls,  rather  than  of  hazarding  a  general 
adion.  I  alfo  informed  you  of  his  fuccefs ; 
and  that  his  adverfaries,  in  a  very  fhattered 
condition,  had  again  retreated  into  Poland. 
But  his  meafures  did  not  meet  with  the  appro- 
bation, nor  he  himfelf  with  the  recompence, 
which  fuch  ability  merited.  He  was  difliked 
by  his  army  ;  fo  little  qualified  are  foldiers  to 
judge  of  the  merits  or  demerits  of  a  com- 
mander. The  ftriftnefs  of  his  difcipline  was 
ill  fuited  to  their  licentioufnefs  and  irregulari- 
ty.    Accordingly,  complaints  were  brought 

againft 
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againft  him  at  Conflantinople,  and  they  were 
liftened  to  with  the  greater  readinefs,  that 
the  deliberate  flownefs  of  his  operations  by  no 
means  correfponded  with  the  fanguine  expec- 
tations and  impetuofity  that  reigned  in  the 
councils  of  the  Sultan-  He  was  accordingly 
recalled  from  Moldavia,  and  beheaded  ;  and 
Moldovani  Ali  Pacha,  the  new  Grand  Vizir, 
was  promoted  to  the  chief  commandt 

The  meafures  of  Moldovani  have  been  vio- 
lent and  precipitate.  He  has  not  only  put  to 
death  Caraman  Pacha,  but  has  loft  all  the  ad- 
vantages  gained  by  the  prudent  conduct  of 
his  predeceffbr  ;  and  has  brought  fuch  ruin  on 
the  Turkifh  army  under  his  command,  as  may 
contribute,  by  its  confequences,  to  decide  the 
fate  of  the  war* — Prince  Galitzin  returned 
again  to  the  banks  of  the  Neifter.  The  Grand 
Vizir,  with  a  prodigious  army,  was  pofted  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Chotzim.  He  imme- 
diately determined  to  attack  his  opponents ; 
Ijut  the  troops,  which  he  fent  to  the  other 
lide  of  the  river  for  that  purpofe,  at  two  dif- 
ferent times,  and  who  exerted  themfelves 
with  obftinate  valour,  fufFered  total  difcom- 
fiture.  He  ftill perfifted  in  his  rafh  defign  i  and 

laid 
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laid  one  large  bridge,  in  place  of  three,  which 
he  had  formerly  ufcd,  acrofs  the  river,  Upoa 
this  he  fent  over  twelve  thoufand  men:  they 
were  to  be  followed  by  the  reft  of  the  army; 
but  before  the  jundion  could  be  made,  a  dread- 
ful tempeft  arofe ;  the  river  was  fwelled  to  a 
prodigious  height ;    the   bridge  was    fwept 
away  ;  and  the  Turks  that  had  croffed  tjie  ri- 
ver fell  a  prey  to  the  Ruffians.     Whether  at 
not  any  terms  of  capitulation  were  offered 
them,  I  have  not  heard  ;   if  there  were,  they 
were  not  accepted.     The  Ruffians  attacked 
them  with  unrelenting  fury :  and  thus,  in  fight 
of  the  Vizir  and  his  army,  who  mufl  have  fuf- 
fered  on  this  occafion  the  mofl  excruciating 
torment,  as  they  were  unable  to  give  them 
any  affiflance;  and  in  fight,  I  believe,  of  Chot- 
zim,   the  finefl  troops  in  the  Turkifh  army 
were  cut  in  pieces.  The  garrifon  of  Chotzim, 
and  the  refl  of  the  Vizir's  forces,  after  the  firfl 
tranlports  of  their  rage,  gave  way  to  terror 
and  conflernation.     They  deferted  the  fort- 
refs,  fled  from  their  encampment,  and  made 
the  beft  of  their  way  to  the  Danube.     Thus 
the  Ruffians  are  become  maflers  of  Moldavia 
and  Walachia ;  and  have  finifhed  the  campaign 
with  honour. 

Still, 
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Still,  however,  the  nomination  of  Count 
Romanzoff  to  the  command  of  the  grand  army 
continues.  Prince  CJalitzin  returns  to  court ; 
and  will  be  received  with  every  mark  of  dif- 
tindion.  Yet  that  his  conduct  is  not  approv- 
ed pf»  is  abundantly  manifefl:^  and  the  fol* 
lowing  Pafquinade,  which  has  been  allowed 
to  circulate,  even  fince  the  reduction  of  Chot-. 
zim,  will  fhew  you  fufEciently  how  he  ftands 
with  the  public.  It  will  alfo  Ihew  you  with 
what  licentioufnefs  and  feverity  the  Ruffians^ 
if  they  were  allowedi  would  indulge  them- 
felves  in  political  fatire. 

"  Prince  Galltzih  having  been  obliged  to 
•'  retreat  from  Chotzim,  found  himfelf  much 
embarrafled.  One  night  he  was  fo  anxious 
he  CQuld  not  fleep.  He  rofe,  drefled  him- 
felf, and  heard  two  perfons  fpeaking  at  the 
*^  door  of  his  tent.  An  old  Soldier  was  tell- 
**  ing  his  dream  to  the  centinel.  I  dreamed, 
"  faid  he,  that  I  was  in  a  battle  j  that  my 
*'  head  was  cut  ofi ;  confequently  that!  died ; 
*^  and  confequently  went  to  heaven.  I  knock- 
**  ed  at  the  door.  Peter  came  with  a  bunch 
of  keys,  and  made  fo  much  noife,  that  he 
wakened  God,   who  came  in  great  hafte> 

**and 
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•^  and  enquired  what  was  the  matter  ?  Why, 
"  fays  Peter,  there  is  a  great  war  upon  earth, 
•*  between  the  Ruffians  and  the  Turks.  And 
**  who,  faid  the  Suprcnw  Being,  cpnanaands 
"  the  Ruffians  ?  Count  Munich,  replied  the 
*'  Saint.  Then,  faidGod-^  I  ipay  go  and  fleep, 
**  I  wakened,  faid  the  old  Soldier ;  but  fell 
*'  afleep,  and  dreamed  again.  The  circum- 
*'  fiances  of  the  fecond  dream  were  pr^cifely 
"  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  firft,  e^icepting 
"  that  the  war  in  which  I  fancied  myfelf  en- 
"  gag^d>  was  not  that  of  Count  Munich,  but 
"  that  which  we  are  now  waging.  According- 
**  ly,  when  God  afked  Peter,  who  commanded 
**  the  Ruffians?  the  Saint  told  him,  It  was 
Prince  Galitzin.  Then,  faid  God,  get  me 
my  boots,  for  now  they  need  me. — ^In  a 
fliort  time  after,  the  Turkifli  bridge  over 
**  the  Ncifler  was  fwept  away  by  a  flood/' 
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LEtTER    XIX.    (Extract.) 

•  * 

» 

With  fame  Verfes. 


«  «  « 


■   ':       I 


THE  following  lines  wefe  written 
during  my  ftay  in  the  ifland  of' 
Caminioioftrow.  The  fine  weather,  the 
agreeable  (ituation,  and  the  delightful  fcenery 
around  the  banks  of  the  Neva,  provoked  my 
old  propenfity  to  rhiming.  I  thought  it  was 
at  an  end ;  but  you  know  what  Horace  fays 
about  inclinations  that  are  either  natural,  or 
\^  indulgence  rendered  habitual. 

TO  A  YOUNG  LADY*, 

With  fome  Flowers. 

To  thee,  fweet  fmiling  maid,  I  bring 
The  beauteous  progeny  of  fpring :     . 
In  every  breathing  bloom  I  find 
Some  pleafing  emblem  of  thy  mind* 

•  Now  V — fs  of  S 1- 
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The  blufhes  of  that  opening  rofe 
.  Thy  tender  modefty  difclofe. 
Thefe  fnow- white  lilies  of  the  vale 
DifFufing  fragrance  to  the  gale. 
No  oftentatious  tints  affume. 
Vain  of  their  exquifite  perfume ; 
Carelefs,  and  fweet,  ahd  mild,  we  fee 
In  them  a  lovely  type  of  thee. 
In.yopdjer  gay-enamel'd  field, 
Serene  that  azure  bloflbm  fmil'd  : 
Not  changing  with  the  changeful  Iky, 
Its'/aiihleis  tints  inconftant  fly  ;     .      . 
For,  unimpair'd  by  winds  and  rain, 
I  faw  th*  unalter'd  hue  remain. 
So  were  thy  mild  afFeftions  proy'd, 
Thy  heart  by  Fortune's  frown  unmov'd, 
PleasM  to  adminifter  relief, 
In  times  of  woe  would  folace  grief. 
Thefe  flowers  with  genuine  beauty  glow; 
The  tints  from  Nature's  pencil  flow: 
What  artift  could  improve  their  bloom  ? 
Or  fweeter  make  their  fnefet  perfume  ? 
Pruitlefs  the  vain  attempt^     Like  thefe 
Thy  native  truth,  thine  artlefs  eafc. 
Fair,  unaflPeAed  maid,  can   never  fail  to 
pleafe. 
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LETTER    XX. 


7^e  Funeral  of  the  Princefs  Kurakirti 


DEAR  SIR#  Nov.  13,  1769- 

THERE  are,  as  you  apprehend,  fome  cir- 
cumftances  of  a  very  extraordinary  na- 
ture in  the  funeral  ceremony  of  the  Ruffians  j 
and  I  think  the  beft  method  of  telling  you 
what  they  are,  is  to  defcribe  the  funeral  of  the 
Priqcefs  Kurakin,  of  which  I  was  this  day  a 
witnefs. 

The  proceffion  fet  out  a(f  ten  in  the  morn* 
ing  from  the  little  Millione,  for  the  burial- 
place  in  the  Monaftery  of  St.  Alexander  New- 
Ikey,  about  two  miles  from  St.  Petcrfburg* 
All  the  ilreets  and  the  road  by  which  it  was 
to  pafs,  were  ftrewed  with  green  twigs,  chief- 
ly of  yew.  It  was  preceded  by  a  ba^ud  of 
fmging  boys,  who  fung  hymns,  and  chanted 
portions  of  the  funeral  fervice  j  and  who  were 

followed 
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Fotlowed  by  about  twenty  inferior  priefts,  at*« 
teiidants  on  the  dignified  clergy.  The  Bifhop 
of  St*  Peter{bprg,  accompanied  with  Archi* 
mandriteS)  and  other  Priefts  of  higher  orders, 
waited  immediately  before  the  hparfa*  They 
had  n^itres  da  their  beads,  wer^. arrayed  ia 
coftly  dreflfes^  and  carried  tapers^  in  their 
handf).  The  hearfef  which  wa«  not  covered^ 
as  in  Britain^  wa^  drawp  by  (Ix  horfea.  The 
coffin  was  covered  with  pink-coloured  velvety 
and  adornred  with  filver  ornanvont^  ;  but  had 
jio  pall  laid  over  it.  The  chief  mourners 
Walked  behind^  and  other  friends,  and  rela* 
tioos  followed  in  mourning  coaches.  Before 
they  reached  the  Monaftery,  the  Bifhop  left  the 
proceflion,  which  came  on  flowly,  and  got 
before  them  into  the  church.  There  he  put 
on  fuch  pieces  of  ralmeot  as  were  cuftomary 
on  fuch  occafions ;  and  performed  fuch  parts 
of  the  fervice  as  were  ufually  performed  pre- 
vious to  the  arrival  of  the  procfeffion. 

When  the  funeral  reached  the  gate  of  the 
Monaftery,  the  Bifhop,  attended  with  the 
Mo&ks  and  Priefts,  went  out  to  meet  and 
condud  it  lo  the  place  of  interment.  A  plat- 
form>  two  fteps  in  height,  about  fix  feet  ia 

I  2  length. 
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length,  and  four  in  breadth,  covered  with 
crimfon- velvet  fringed  with  gold,  was  raifed 
in  the  outward  divifion  of  the  church.  Upon 
this  the  coffin  was  placed ;  and  on  bringing 
it  into  the  church,  all  the  fervants  and  female 
attendants  of  the  deceafed  raifed  a  moft  dolo- 
rous lamentation,  wringing  their  handst  beat** 
ing  their  breafts,  tearing  their  hair,  and  cry*  , 
ing  fo  as  effefhially  to  drown  the  voices  of  the 
choirifters.  Meantime  thofe  who  had  tapers 
in  their  hands,  lighted  them  :  and  fix  large 
wax-candles,  which  flood  in  candlefticks  a- 
round  the  dead  body,  were  alfo  lighted.  The 
monks  were  arranged  on  one  fide  of  the  place  ^ 
before  the  altar,  and  the  choirifters  on  the 
other.  The  Bifhop  fat  in  a  chair  covered 
with  velvet,  in  the  middle  of  the  church,  fur- 
rounded  by  deacons  and  attendants.  Others 
lifted  the  lid  from  the  coffin,  covering  the 
corpfe  with  a  pall  of  cloth  of  gold,  on  which 
VJ2LS  embroidered  afilver  crols ;  and  folding  it 
back,  difplayed  the  dead  body  lying  on  a  btd 
of  white  fattin.  The  head,  with  the  face  un- 
covered, and  dreffed  in  a  clofe  coefFurc,  very 
richly  adorned  with  lace,  lay  on  a  white  fattin 
pillow.  The  features  were  elegant,  but  the 
colour  was  gone  ;   the  eyes  and  lip$  clofed ; 

the 
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the  fmiles  and  graces  were  flown  for  ever. 

__  • 

The  body  was  dreflfed  in  white  fattin,  and  the 
hands,  covered  with  white  gloves,  were  laid 
acrofs  the  breaft. 

The  Bi(hop  now  performed  mafs,  with  all 
the  ufual  ceremonies  of  Tinging,  praying, 
fcattering  incenfe,  carrying  about  the  bread 
and  wine,  the  gofpels,  and  the  crucifix.  This 
lafied  a  confiderable  time;  and  the  Bifhop'a 
feat  being  then  removed  to  th«  head  of  the 
coffin,  he  took  his  ftation  there,  while  twelve 
perfons,  in  black  facerdotal  habits,  with  light- 
ed tapers  in  their  hands,  arranged  themfelves 
around  the  dead  body.  After  the  burial  fer- 
vice,  which  was  indeed  very  folemn,  the 
Bifhop  flanding  up^  pronounced  a  few  fen« 
tences  in  a  kind  of  deep-toned  grave  recita*- 
tive.  He  was  anfwered  in  the  fame  manner 
by  a  Prieft  on  his  right,  and  he  by  another  on 
the  left ;  and  fo  on,  by  all  thofe  that  ftood 
around  the  coffin.  This  part  of  the  ceremony 
was  very  ftriking ;  and,  indeed,  very  noble. 
:  When  this  was  ended,  a  Prieft  (^he  Princefs's 
confeflbr,  as  I  was  told)  delivered  a  fcroU  of 
pape;:  to  the  Bifhop,  who  read  it  aloud,  and 
feturned  it  to  the  confeffor,  who,  with  filent 

1 3  and 


1)8  ANECDOTES   OF  THE 

and  reverential  demeanour,  put'  it  into  the 
right  hand  of  the  deceafed.  The  priefts  and 
monks  returned  to  their  former  pofuion  ; 
and  then  all  the  friends  and  relations,  both 
male  and  female,  but  chiefly  the  laft,  with 
loud  howling,  weeping,  and  lamentation,  ga-? 
thered  around  the  dead  body,  kifled  the  hands 
and  forehead,  and  with  a  forrow  exftreflecH 
1?^ith  too  much  violence  to  produce  fympathy, 
took  leave  of  their  departed  friend.  This 
part  of  the  ceremony,  including  the  preceding 
hymU)  chanted  by  the  Priefts,  is  termed  the 
Afpafmus,  or  Laft  Embrace. 

When  this  was  over,  which  was  not  fud-»i 
denly,  the  coflBn  was  lifted  up,  the  platform 
removed  from  beneath,  and  a  vault  difcovcr** 
led  uiider  it,  into  which  the  body  was  let 
down.  The  Bifhop  then  advanced,  pro^ 
iiounced  ^  Ihort  prayer?  and  threw  fome  earth 
into  the  vault.  It  was  then  clofed :  the 
inourhers  withdrew,  and  thus  ihe  ceremony 
was  concluded. — --I  need  not  add,  that  the 
parade  was  exceffive;  and  the  lamentation  fo 
loud,  as  totally  to  deftroy  the  pleafing  mc^ 
lancholy,  and  the  difpofition  to  folemn  thoyghf, 
which  fuch  ceremonies  ought  to  produce.     I 

was» 
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was,  however,  fo  much  pleafed  with  the  hymn 
pronounced  at  the  laft  embrace,  that  I  (hall 
endeavour  to  have  it  tranflated,  and  if  fi),  I 
ihall  tranfmit  you  a  copy.     I  am, 

Yourg,  5fc. 


I4 
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LETTER     XXr. 

Th^  Hymn  chanted  at  the  Afpafmus^  or  Lqjl 

Embrace* 


DEAR   SR, 

AGREEABLY  to  my  promife  I  fend  yon 
a  tranflation  of  the  Hymn  recited  by  the 
Priefts  or  Monks,  for  I  don't  juft  recollect 
which  they  were,  who,  according  to  the  cuf- 
torn  of  the  Greek  church  in  the  burial  of  thq  ' 
dead,  ftand  around  the  coffin  previous  to  thq 
Laft  Embrace.     I  have  been  informed  that  it 

was  written  originally  in  Greek,  by  the  fa- 
mous Joannes  Damafcenus ;  and  was  tranflat-* 
ed  from  him,  for  theufe  of  the  Ruffian  church, 
into  the  Sclavonian*  the  dialed:  ufed  in  this 
country  in  ads  of  religious  worfliip.  It  is 
divided  into  flanzas  fuited  to  the  method  of 
recitation. 

J. : 

Come    hither,    brethren,   let  us    w^orfliip 
God,  and  pay  our  laft  duty  to  the  deceafed. 

6  No 


\  y 
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No  longer  mindful,  of  vanity,  or  the  cares 
iof  the  jleih)  he  hath  forfaken  his  kindred,  and 
approacheth  the  grave.  Where  are  kindred 
and  friends  !  We  are  now  feparated  from  one 
^pptber — May  thp  Lord  grant  him  repofe  J . 

II. 

O  brethren  !  what  painful  reparation^ 
.^hat  lamentation  and  wailing  accompany  this 
mournful  hour!  Approach. — Embrace  him 
who  wa§  lately  one  of  ourfelves.  Delivered 
up  to  the  grave ;  covered  with  a  ilone,  he 
muft  dwell  in  darknefs,  an^  be  buried  among 
the  dead.  Now,  friends  and  kindred  !  we  ar^ 
feparated  from  him !  May  the  Lord  grant 
him  repofe ! 

IlL 

Every  wicked  conneftion  with  life  and 
vanity  is  di&Tolyed.  The  fpirit  hath  forfaj^ea 
her  cottage.  The  clay  is  disfigured  :  the  vef* 
fel  broke.  We  carry  a  motionlefs,  infenfible 
corps  to  the  grave,  intreating  the  Lord  to  grant 
him  eternal  reft. 

IV.  : 

Oh  Y^hat  is  life !  a  bloflbm !  a  vapour ! 
or  dew  of  the  morning  !     Approach.  therc««r 

forci 
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fore^  and  with  attention  contemplate  the  grave* 
Where  now  is  the  graceful  form  !  Where  is 
youth  !  Where  are  the  organs  of  fight !  And 

r 

where  the  beauty  of  complexion !  They 
are  withered  like  flubble.  Approach^  and 
weeping  worfliip  God. 

V. 

What  lamentation  and  wailing,  and 
mourning,   and  ftruggling,  when  the  foul  is 

feparated  from  the  body  !  Hades  and  perdi- 
tion are  then  difclofed.  Human  life  feems  aU 
together  vanity ;  a  tranfientfhadow;  thefleep 
of  error ;  the  unavailing  labour  of  imagined 
exiftence.  Let  us  therefore  fly  from  every 
I  corruption  of  the  world,  that  we  may  inherit 
the  kingdom  of  heaven, 

VL 

Looking  upon  the  deceafed^  let  us  medl*» 
tate  on  our  latter  end.  Like  a  thin  vapour  ri-» 
fing  from  the  earth,  hevaniflied  ;  like,aflower| 
he  decayed :  like  grafs  he  was  cut  down « 
arrayed  in  periihing  apparel,  he  is  .laid  in  the 
duft.  Intreat  Chrifl  to  grant  repofe  unto  him 
V^hom  ye  are  oow  leaving,  and  fhali  no  longer 

fecholdt 

VII.  Come 
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VII. 

Come  hither,  O  defcendants  of  Adam ! 
und  fee  humbled  in  the  ground  a  man  refetn- 
bling  ourfelves  ;  di veiled  of^  all  comelinefs, 
foon  to  be  confumed  in  the  grave  ;  to  peri(h  in 
darknefs,  and  crumble  into  duft,  Intreat 
Chrift  to  grant  repofe  unto  him  whom  ye  are 
now  leaving,  and  (hall  no  longer  behold. 

viir. 

When' the  fpirit  is  raviflied  from  the  body 
by  awful  angels,  kindred  and  acquaintance  are 
all  forgot ;  the  future  judgment  engageth  our 
fittention ;  for  the  vain  purfuits  and  fruitlefg 
labour  of  the  flefh  are  then  at  an  end.  Sup* 
plicating  the  Judge,  let  us  befeech  him  tofor* 
give  the  fins  of  the  dece^fed. 

IX. 

Come  hither,  brethren,  let  us  view  the 
duft  and  alhes  of  which  ye  are  moulded^ 
Whither  are  we  going ;  and  what  fhall  we 
become  ?  Who  is  poor ;  or  who  is  rich  ?  Who 
is  the  mafter ;  or  who  is  free  ?  Are  not  all 

alhes? 
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afhes  ?     The  beauty  of  the  countenance  hath 
'  faded,  for  death  blafls  the  bloffom  of  youth. 

X. 

All  the  pleafures  and  dignities  of  life  are 
vain  and  perifhing  :  We  are  all  decaying,  and 
fhall  die.  Kings  and  princes,  judges  and  po- 
tentates, the  rich  and  the  poor,  all  are  mortal. 
Thofe  formerly  numbered  among  the  living, 
lie  lifelefs  in  their  graves.  To  whom  may 
Jefus  accord  repofe  I 

XL 

All  the  members  of  the  body  are  now 
rendered  motionlefs:  very  lately  they  were 
adive  and  full  of  vigour :  now  they  are  ren- 
dered weak.  The  eyes  are  clofed;  the  feet 
are  bound ;  the  bands  at  reft ;  the  fenfe  of 
hearing  extinct ;  and  the  tongue  locked  up  in 
filence.  All  are  delivered  up  to  the  grave  : 
All  human  things  are  vain, 

Xlt. 

Thou  Mother  of  the  Sun  that  never  fets. 
Parent  of  God,  we  befeech  thee  intercede  with 
iby  divine  offspring,  that  he  who  hath  depart- 
ed 
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ed  hence,  may  enjoy  repofe  with  the  fouls  of 
the  juft.  Unblem^fhed  Virgin,  may  he  en- 
joy the  eternal  inheritance  of  heaven  in  the 
abodes  of  the  righteous. Doxology. 

Words  fuppofed  to  exprefs  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  deceafed,  fpoken  by  the  Chief 
Prieft : 

*' Brethren,  friends,  kinfmen,  and  acquaint- 
ance !  View  me  now,  and  lament.  It  was 
but  yefterday  that  we  converfed  together ;  for 
the  fearful  hour  of  death  hath  fufprifed  me. 
Come  here  all  who  tenderly  loved  or  efteemed 
me,  and  with  a  lad:  embrace  pronounce  the 
laft  farewell.  No  longer  ftiall  I  fojourn  among 
you :  No  longer  bear  a  part  in  your  difcourfe : 
I  go  to  the  Judge  who  hath  no  refpcfl:  of  per- 
fons.  The  matter  and  the  fervant,  the  fove- 
reign  and  the  fubjed,  the  rich  and  the  poor, 
are  here  upon  a  level :  for  according  to  their 
deeds  fliall  they  be  glorified  or  put  to  (hame* 
Therefore  let  me  entreat  and  befeech  you  all, 
intercede  with  Jefus  who  is  God,  that  I  may 
not  receive  the  punifliment  due  to  my  guilc» 
but  that  he  may  eftabliih  me  in  the  light  of 
life.'' 

^    The 
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The  following  additional  Si:Ln2as  arCv  ufed 
at  the  burial  of  a  Prieft ;  they  appear  to  me 
more  ftriking  and  more  pathetic  than  the  for- 
mer* 

I. 

Be  ftill !  be  ftill !  let  the  departed  reft 
in  peace.  Meditate  this  awful  niyftery.  Tis 
an  hour  of  terror  !  be  ftill !  Let  the  fpirit  de- 
part in  peace.  It  begins  the  tremendous  trial, 
and  with  much  trembling  deprecates  the  Al- 
roigbty. 

11. 

Whether  have  the  fpirits  of  the  deceafed 
departed  ?  Or  what  is  their  lot  ?  How  I  long 
to  learn  their  condition.  But  'tis  a  myftcry 
which  none  can  reveal.  Like  mortals  do  they 
"remember  their  friends  ?  Arc  they  for  ever  un- 
mindful of  the  mourners  ?  of  thofe  who  be* 
wail  their  departure,  and  celebrate  their  obfe- 
quies  with  forrow  f 

III. 

The  flaves  of  ungoverned  paffions  enjof 
no  repofe  ia  the  grave :  formidable  accufers^ 

arei 
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life  thcre^  and  there  the  books  are  opened. 
Where  wilt  thou  look  for  fuccour,  O  man, 
or  who  wiM  maintain  thy  caufe ;  unlefs  fhy 
condud'  in  life  was  upright,  unlefs  thy  bounty 
relieved  the  poor. 

IV. 

Haft  thou  pitied  the  afHided,  Oman?  in 
death  thou  {halt  be  pitied.  Haft  thou  confoled 
the  orphan  ?  the  orphan  will  deliver  thee. 
Haft  thou  clothed  the  naked  ?  The  naked  will 
procure  thee  prote<flion. 


rfiMMHniHBHM 


I  could  fend  you  tranflations  of  fome  other 
parts  of  the  funeral  ceremony.  But  you  will 
probably  be  fatisfied  with  what  you  have. 

I  mentioned  that  the  funeral  ceremony  of 
the  Princefs  Kurakin  was  performed  in  the 
Monaftery  of  St.  Alexander  Newikey.  This 
Saint  was  formerly  a  Sovereign  of  the  Ruf- 
iiaSy  and  was  canonized,. not  fo  much  for  his 
Chriftian  virtues,  as  for  his  military  atchieve- 
fnents.  His  exploits,  indeed^  were  in  defence 
of  his  rountry  ^gainft  the  Swedes  or  Finns, 
and  arc  engraved  on  a  magnificent  filver  ftirine 
within  the  monaftery.    In  the  neighbourhood 

* 

of 
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of  St.  Peterfburg,  at  leaft,  he  is  fo  highly  re* 
vered,  as  to  have  become  a  formidable  xiv<^l  to 
St.  Nicholas.  Perhaps,  it  is  becaufe  .his 
greateft  adions  were  performed  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Neva ;  and  that  the  church  and 
monaftcry,  confecrated  to  him,  are  very  mag- 
nificent,  and  happen  to  be  placed  in  a  confpi* 
cuous  fituation.  The  adjoining  walks,  woods^ 
and  garden,  are  extremely  pleafant,  aqd  even 
romantic. 

V 

«  *  -    * 

p.  5.  I  mentioned  to  you,  that,  after  recit- 
ing the  Hymn  previous  to  the  Laft  Embrace,  a 
Prieft  put  a  fcroU  of  paper  into  the  right  hand 
of  the  deceafed.  This  has  fometimes  been  ludi- 
croufly  reprefented  as  a  paflport  to  be  deliver- 
ed to  St.  Peter.  The.  folio  wing,  however^  his 
been  given  me  *  as  an  exad  trandation  of  the 
fcroll  above  mentioned,  and  fhews  the  in« 
juftice  of  that  account. 

7he  Prayer^   Hope^  and  Declaration  of  a 
Chriftian  Soul  in  the  Faith. 

"  Every  God-glorifying,  orthodox  chrift- 
ian, having  lived  and  honoured  this  hope,  de* 
clares  the  following :  and  when  he  is  dead, 

•  By  the  RevereiKl  Dr.  King,  author  of  a  learned  account 
Qf  tl^e  Rites  and  Ceremonies  of  ihe  Greek  Church. 

whoever 
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v^'hoever  is  willing,  may  pioufly  put  this  de- 
claration into  the  hand  of  the  deceafed  whea 
in  the  cofHn. 

AU'Creative,  Oniaipotent  God  the  Father, 
God  the  Son,  and  God  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in 
Three  Perfons,  but  one  Godhead,  fubftance, 
and  eflence :  inceflandy  praifcd  by  all  crea* 
tares,  who,  by  thy  holy  will,  foreknowledgd 
innmeafurable  goodnefs,  and  ir;?xprfeffible  wif- 
dom>  didft  create  all  things  vifible  in  the 
world ;  thou  didft  create  alfo  me  thy  fervant, 
to  glorify  thee,  O  Lord  my  God !  to  fing  thy 
holy  name ;  gratefully  to  thauk  thee  for  all 
thy  mercy,  and  to  endeavour,  by  all  virtues, 
to  attain  thy  everlafllng  kingdom.  But,  O, 
Divine  Trinity  !  I  have  fmned  againft  thee; 
have  offended  thy  hoHnefs;  have  broken  thy 
commandments  ;  and  have  not  preferved,  as  I 
ought,  thy  image  and  likenefs  exifting  within 
me-  1  have  defiled  my  foul  and  body  by  all 
manner  of  fins;  and  by  wicked  adions  have 
moved  thee  to  wrath.  But  though  I  have 
been  dazzled  with  the  vanicies  of  the  world, 
yet,  O  Lord  !  I  have  not  caft  myfelf  wholly 
from  thee,  my  Creator,  my  life,  my  joy,  my 
falvation,  and  hope.     And  now,  my  life  li- 

K  mited 
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mited  by  thy  power,  I  willingly  refign.     My 

foul  feparates  itfelt  from  my  corruptible  body; 
goes  into  immortality;  and  if  it  feem  good 
unto  thee,  fliall  with  this  body  arife  again  j 
which  I  hope  for  frorn  thy  goodncfs  and 
mercy,  according  to  the  faith  of  our  holy  re- 
ligion, and  becaufe  thou  didft  fufFer  for  our 
falvation.  Yet  I  am  terrified  with  fear,  left 
the  torments  of  the  wicked  be  infli£led  upon 
me,  for  the  (:«.is  which  I  have  committed 
againft  thee.  Wherefore,  O  Immortal  King, 
and  my  God !  with  this  my  laft  breath  I  pray 
unto  thee,  that  thou  wouldft  forgive  all  the 
fins.  I  have  committed  from  my  youth  up 
to  this  time ;  for  thou  art  my  God  and  my 
Creator ;  I  believe  in  thee ;  I  hope  in  thee  ; 
by  thy  righteous  judgment  fave  me,  O  Lord  ! 
and  vouchfafe  unto  me  thy  kingdom.  Thou 
who  for  us  men  became  Jefus  Chrift,  to  deli- 
ver us  from  fin  ;  by  thy  power  I  was  born, 
and  brought  up  in  the  wifdom  of  the  only 
holy  Eaftern  Church.  And  I  pray  thee,  O 
Lord!  confider  not  my  fins;  but  grant  me 
abfolution  in  prefence  of  the  immaculate  Vir^ 
gin  Mary,  the  Mother  of  God.  Free  from 
doubt,  1  come  unto  thee,  O  God  !  and  at  the 

fepa- 
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reparation  of  my  foul  into  all  fpace  from  the 
body,  receive,  O  Lord !  my  fpirit  into  thy 
hands,  and  according  to  thy  mercy,  revive  me 
in  the  evangelic  beatitude,  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen ! 


Ki 
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LETTER    XXII.     (Extract.) 

The  Library  belonging  to  the  Academy. — Re* 
liques  of  Peter  the  Great. 


♦  ♦  ♦  *  rir^HE  Library  belonging  to  the 
A  Academy  is  a  large  buildings 
containing  feveral  rooms  and  galleries*  It  is 
furnifhed  with  about  thirty  thoufand  vo- 
lumes. The  books  are  in  bad  order ;  nor  are 
they  very  valuable.  The  collcdion,  how- 
ever, of  Rufs  tranflations  of  French,  Eng- 
lifh,  and  German  authors  is  confiderable.— 
Among  fome  books  in  the  Englifli  language  I 
found  feveral  political  trads,  maintafning  the 

abfolute  and  indefeafible  right  of  Kings. 

They  had  been  brought  to  Ruffia  by  Dr, 
Arefkine* 

In  one  gallery  is  depofited  a  numerous  col- 
ledion  of  Chinefe  dreffes,  coins,  and  utenfilsj 
together  with  a  number  of  Chinefe  and  Tar* 

tariaa 
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tarian  roanufcripts.  I  was  alfo  fliewn  a 
aumber  of  Kamfliatkadale  curiofitics  ;  and, 
among  oibers^  two. waxen  figiwes,  as  large  as 
the  iife,  reprefcnting  two  Kamfhatkadale  fbr- 
ccrers.  They  were  accoutred  as  in  the  exer* 
ciie  of  their  profeffion ;  and  had  hanging 
around  them  a  number  of  iron  rings.  They 
had  in  their  hands  a  fort  of  mufical  inftru* 
ment  refembling  a  drum. 

In  another  gallery  are  a  number  of  reliques- 
of  Peter  the  Great ;    his  walking-ftick,  mo- 
dels of  (hips  executed  with  his  own  hands ; 
and  indeed  fuch  a  variety  of  different  things, 
as   leffen   their    value    as    reliques.       What 
pleafed  me  moft  was  a  waxen  figure  of  that 
great  man,  as  large  as  the  life,  ajnd  made  to 
refemble  him  as  much  as  poffible.     He  is  re- 
prefented  fitting,  dreffed  in  regimentals,  and 
having  on  his  head  an  old  hat  without  lace. 
In  one  of  the  cocks  of  his  hat  is  a  large  hole, 
faid   to  have  been  made  by  a    bullet  at  the 
battle   of    Pultowa.        His    countenance    is 
ftrangely  expreflive  of  thoughtful,  but  fierce, 
dignity. 

The  remains  of  Peter  lie  in  a  church  with- 
in the  caftle.   They  are  contained  in  a  marble 
'■  K  3  cheft, 


134  ANECDOTES   OF  THE 

chefty  infcribcd  with  his  name,  and  covered 
with  green  velvet  embroidered  with  gold. 
Near  them  arC^the  remains  of  fome  other  fo- 
vereigns ;  and  near  them  alfo  are  fome  of  the 
horfetails  and  ftandards  taken  from  the  Turks 
in  the  laft  campaign.  The  caftlc  is  fituated 
in  a  fmall  ifland,  oppofite  to  the  winter  pa- 
lace, and  furrounded  by  the  greaiefi:  branch  of 
the  Neva;  *  *  * 
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LETTER     XXIII. 


^ranjlation  of  a  German  Poem. 


DEAR   SIR, 

T  Mentioned  to  you,  I  believe,  in  a  former 
^  letter,  that  German  literature  was  fa- 
fliionable  in  Rufiia.  Indeed  the  Germans 
have  of  late  beftowed  confiderable  attention 
on  thofe  kinds  of  compofition  which  are 
intended  toamufe:  and  the  fuccefs  of  their 
poets,  in  particular,  has,  in  many  inftances, 
been  very  confpicuous.  An  elegiac  poem, 
by  a  young  Lufatian,  was  lately  put  into  my 
hands:  and  pleafed  me  fo  much,  that  I  have 
endeavoured  to  preferve  its  beauties  in  an 
Englifti  tranflation.  Judge  of  it:  yetl.am  fen- 
libleof  my  doing  a  bold  thing  in  offering  it  to 
your  perufal.  I  have  alfo  prefixed  the  author's 
prefatory  note,  becaufeitthrowsfome  light  both 
on  the  defign  of  the  poem  and  the  mind  of  the 
poet.  It  feems  to  me  as  if  the  firfl:  part  of  ths 
performance  were  dictated  by  feeling;  and 
the  fecond  by  a  fenfe  of  duty.     But  concern - 

K  4  ing 
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ing  a  work  with  which  I  have  taken  fo  much 
pains,  I  am  as  little  entitled,  or  even  qualified^ 
to  fpeak,  as  the  author  himfelf.  The  mea- 
fure  in  the  tranflation  is  the  fame  as  in  the  ori- 

p-l»"»rt|  "JF       ▼      V      ^     tF       ▼ 

A    B     I    R     A     N; 

OR,    THE 

VICTIM    QF     FANCIED    WOE. 

,fN.  B.  That  **  man  is  born  to  forrow,  as 
the  fparks  fly  upward/'  is  proved  by  daily 
obfervation,  and  too  often  by  daily  experience. 
The  r<?^/mifcries  of  human  lifeare  numerous: 
but  as  if  thefe  were  not  enough,  men  create 
miferies  to  themfelves.  They  fufFer  their  fancies 
to  afflict  them,  when  fortune  and  outward  cir- 
cumftances,  according  to  the  ufual  eftimate  of 
human  enjoyments,  are  not  unfavourable.  It 
is  ftrange  they  (hould  nor  oppofe  a  propcn- 
fity  fo  adverfe  to  their  happinefs,  and  appa- 
rently fo  unreafonable ;  yc^t  fuch  is  too  often 
the  condition  of  many  an  amiable  and  excel- 
lent charader.  It  may  indeed  happen,  that 
.perfons  incapable  of  enormous  vice,  and  hav- 
ing never  fufFcred.  very  heavy  calamity,  rnay, 
however,  have  met  with  fon:e  affiidion,  and 

may 
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.  faiay  n<ft  have  endurarf  it  .with  fuitable  firm- 
nefs.  But  this  is  not  fufBcient  to  account  for 
the  appearance.  Together  with,  or  inde« 
pendent  of  fuch  (ituation,  their  feelings  are 
occafioned  chiefly  by  their  having  taftes  too 
refined  for  the  objefls  in  which  they  are  con- 
verfant ;  and  in  their  having  defires  for  a  cer- 
tain elevated  fpecies  of  happinefs,  which, 
though  it  may  feem  paradoxical  to  fay  fo, 
they  do  not  fully  conceive.  They  are  even 
fenfible  of-  the  agreeable  circumftances  in 
which  they  may  happen  td  be  placed ;  yet 
wifhing  for  fomething  ftill  finer  and  more 
perfed,  their  enjoyments  are  incomplete. 
Nay,  they  lofe  all  relifh  for  the  good  things 
in  their  power.  They  muft  therefore  com- 
plain :  What  elfe  can  they  do  ?  or  cherifh 
their  griefs  in  fecret.  They  can  do  more. 
They  can  have  recourfe  to  religion  :  in  com- 
pliance with  its  dictates,  they  may  do  all  the 
good  they  can  in  the  meanwhile :  they  may 
thus  look  forward  to  a  future  period,  when 
pleafures,  more  cxquifite  than  they  now  feel 
or  imagine,  (hall  be  annexed  to  every  Virtu- 
ous exertion  ;  and  may  thus  affure  thenifelves 
of  that  happinefs,  which,  by  a  wonderful  an- 
ticipation, in  their  prefent  ftate  not  knowing, 

they 
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they  yet  defire.  Though  this  fhould  be 
termed  delufion,  very  barbarous  is  he  who 
would  deprive  the  poor  fufFerer  of  its  foft 
confoiation. 

The  following  verfes  are  intended  as  a  re* 
prefentation  of  fuch  imaginary,  though  the 
author  confeiTes  himfelf  loth  to  call  it  unreal, 
fufFering  :  the  caufe  may  be  imaginary ;  but 
the  fuffering  is  real:  and  as  the  great  obje6k 
of  poetical  imitation  is  human  nature,  per- 
haps there  may  be  fome  readers  to  whom  this 
particular  afpefl:  of  the  human  mind  may  not 
be  uninierefting.  This  however  depends  on 
the  execution  of  the  thing  defigned,  no  lefs  than 
on  the  defign  itfelf ;  and  concerning  neither 
of  thcCe  has  the  author  any  right  or  any  power 
to  determine.) 

"  WHENCE  this  oppreffive  load  of  woe  ? 

**  Th'  involuntary  figh  ? 
"  And  th'  oozing  tear  about  to  flow 

"  From  my  dejeded  eye  ? 


cc 
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O,  Melancholy  !  how  thy  powe^ 
"  Againft  my  peace  confpires  ! 
Still  will  thy  leaden  afpe£t  lour, 
And  quench  my  genial  fires« 


C( 


O  why 
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*^  O  why  is  my  defponding  mind 
*'  Become  thy  very  flave  ? 
And  may  I  not — alas  !  not  find 
A  refuge  in  the  grave  ? 


cc 

u 


"  The  grave  will  give  fecure  repofe 
"  From  perfecuting  grief; 

"  For  there  alone,  from  heavy  woes, 
"  The  wearyhave  relief. 


Alas  !  in  early  life  to  leave 
This  world  fo  good  and  fair ! 
"  Not  fo  to  me,  who  pine  and  grieve, 

"  The  victim  of  defpair. 

"  And  yet  how  bright  thofe  fhining  Ikies  ! 

"  How  lovely  Nature's  face  ! 
"  The  groves  and  hills  around  me  rife, 

"  Robed  with  celeftial  grace. 

"  I  know  them  beautiful !  I  fee 

"  riow  beautiful  they  are ; 
"  I  feel  their  beauty !  yet,  ah  me  ! 

*'  My  bofom  pines  with  care* 


**  In  vain  to  me  the  vernal  gale 

**  Difpenfes  foft  perfume, 
**  While  thro'  the  windings  of  the  vale 

^l  He  flies  from  bloom  to  bloom. 

''  Can 
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**  Can  wit  or  gaiety  impart 
**  Enjoyment  to  my  breaft  ? 

"  I  fmile,  even  laugh  ;  but,  in  my  heart* 
"  My  griefs  are  ill  fupprefsM. 

"  Aqd  what  can  tuneful  numbers  do  ? 

**'  Or  the  melodious  firing  ? 
"  They  can  improve  the  fenfe  of  woe> 

**  And  fharpen  Sorrow's  fting. 


(4 


Even  when  I  would  be  gay,  a  figh 
Betrays  my  fecret  care 


**  Be  happy,  ye  who  can,  for  I 
*'  Muft  ftruggle  with  defpair. 

"  Nor  can  I  Nature  blame;  fhe  made 

"  Me  capable  of  joy : 
"  She  gave  me  powers  :  and  Fortune  faid, 

"  Go,  and  thy  powers  employ. 

« 
"  And  I  have  known  Delight ;  e'erwhile 

"  Have  feen  |ier  beauty  fhine : 
"  And  blefs'd  v;ith  her  endearing  fmile^ 
"  Have  caird  the  blefling  mine. 

"  Bear  witnefs,  every  foft  recefe 
"  That  heard  my  vocal  lay  ;     ' 

"  And  fcenes  of  focial  happincfs, 
"  That  I  was  very  gay. 

"  And 
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"  And  bring  the  blife  of  former  days, 

"  O,  Memory  !— flie  brings 
"  The  fportive  images  : .  obeys, 

"  But  in  obeying  flings. 

"  The  green- bill  and  th*  cnamcl'd  plain, 
*'  Where  bly th  I  us'd  to  range) 

^'  How  foft  and  lovely  they  remain ! 
"  But  I  have  fuff 'red  change.. 


"  Of  ea^ly  friendft  untimely  rcfr, 
**  They  are  the  mould'ring  clay  I 

**  They  fleep.;  and  I,  alas !  am  left 
"  More  defolate  than  they, 

"  I  envy  you,  ye  fikht  dead, 

"  Aad  your  eternal  fleep  : 
"  Ye  arje  from  care  and  fbrrow  fled ; 

"  And  I  am  left  to  weep. 

"  My  joys  are  deaden'd ;  clotids  iilvcft, 
•*  And  glooms  involve  my  ikies ; 

"  And  moue  t'  affliS  my  widowybrcaft, 
*'  Soft  images  arife. 

"  I  fee  a  lovely  fcene  wkh  flowers, 

"  With  groves  and  verdure  gay :        V 

**  I  haften  to  the  blifsful  bowers,  ^'^ 
*^ .  LurM  by  the  feftive  lay, 

"  Soft 
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*^  Soft  melodies  around,  above, 

**  Breathe  thro'  the  vocal  air ; 
*'  And  the  long,  liquid  notes  of  love 

**  Soothe  and  fubdue  defpair, 

*^  And  now  I  quaff  the  cup  of  joy ! 

"  The  phantoms  fly  away ! 
"  Stay,  ye  tranfporting  pleafures  !— why 
,  "  Will  not  the  vifion  ftay  ? 

"  Wild  waftes  appear,  and  gloomy  ikies, 
And  pealing  thunders  roll ! 
And  tempefts— *0  what  tempefts  rife 
In  my  diftraded  foul ! 


"  But  let  me  fearch  my  fecret  heart ; 

"  Perhaps  fome  latent,  crime 
"  Hath  planted  therea  deadly  dart, 

"  And  blafts  me  in  my  prime. 


cc 


I  am  not  guilty — gracious  God ! 
I  fay  not  I  am  pure : 
*'  And  I  would  kifs  thy  chaff'ning  rod, 
"  And  thy  rebuke  endure: 

**  But  that  to  guiltier  men — O  heaven  ! 

*'  Forgive  my  f roward  will; — 
*'  To  guiltier  men  than  1  is^iven 

"  Security  from  ill.  ■ 

"  Poor 
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**  Poor  toiling  fpirit !  wilt  thou  yet 
"  Thus  with  thy  griefs  debate  ? 

"  Be  ftill !  be  feafelefs !  and  fubmit 
"  To  thy  deterovnM  fate. 


»   ■»    -• 


"  O  then,^  why  am  I  what  I  am'  ?. 

"  Why  am  I  made  to  glow  * 
"  With  ardour  of  extatic  flame, 

"  Yet  becondemn'd  to  woe?     .   f. 


Rag€  on^^  ye  ftorms  !  defcend,  ajod  down 
The  fky  with  fury  roll !  •  ^ 

**  And  let  the  ^ends  of  horror  frown  ;  • 
"  On  my  devoted  foul.'^  , 

Thus  flow'd  Aljiran's  fecret  woe,    . 

As  thro'  a  pathlefs  glade, 
Unfeen,  with  fullen  pace  and  flow 

•      '  *  » 

His  wayward  footftep  ftray'd  : 

And  deep  into  the  devious,  wood 

He  urg'd  his  defperate  way, 
Where  favage  rocks  and  groves  exclude 

The  fun's  enlivening  ray  : 

And  fierce  in  his  diftemper'd  breafl: 
The  dire  fuggeftion  rofe  : 
The  grave/*  he  cried,  '*  to  the  diftrefs'd. 
The  grave  will  give  repofe;*' 

He 
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He  paus'd ;  his  cheek  grew  wan  ;  hia  eye 
With  wild  diftradion  glar'd-: 

He  rais'd  the  gleaming  poniard  high ; 
The  frantic  bofom  bar'd. 

Jnftant,  athwart  th'  incumbent  gloom 

A  flood  of  light  appeared : 
The  grove  was  fillM  with  foff  perfume : 

A  f udden  voice  was  heard  ! 

A  getitle- voice  !  gentler  than  gales 
That  wave  their  mulky  wings 

In  Aden's  aromatic  vales,   . 
Or  by  Daphnsan  fprings." 

*'  Attend,  thou  plaintive  fon  of  earth  I 
"  Yield  to  the  will  of  heaven  : — 

"  To  me,  appointed  at  thy  birth, 
"  The  pious  charge  was  given, 

"  To  guard  thee  from  th*  infidious  wile 
".  And  craft  of  vitious  care ;  . 

**  The  Syren  fong  that  would  beguile, 
'^  The  fmile  that  would  enfhare : 


Nor  lefs  to  guide  thy  recklefa  way 
From  thofe  fequefter'd  bowers^ 
"  Where  melancholy  would  betray> 
"  And  blaft  thy  growing  powers- 

9  **  Spirits 
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Spirits  of  finojO:  texture,  oft 
Are  by  her  lighs  deceived ; 
**  And  by  her  air  and  accent  foft^ 
*'  Of  inward  peace  bereaved. 


"  Fly  then  from  her  recefles^  fly ! 

*'  The  gales  that  gently  blow^ 
•*  In  fancied  fympathy  reply 

"  Harmonious  to  thy  woe. 

**  The  turtle  cooing  in  the  dale^ 
•*  Will  with  thy  grief  accord  5 

**  And  the  deep  umbrage  of  the  vale 
**  Congeniial  glooms  afford* 

"  Nor  feek,  with  fruitlefs  toil,  to  learn^ 

"  Why  virtue  fuffers  pain. — 
•*  Canft  thou  the  lightning's  path  difcern  ? 

"  The  lightning's  fury  rein  ? 

"  In  earthly  frame  pent  and  confined, 

"  How  can  thy  foul  pretend, 
*'  The  condudl  of  th*  Almighty  mind 

*'  T'  arraign  or  comprehend  ? 

"  If  in  the  Lybian  defart  wide^ 

**  To  flake  the  Lion's  thirft, 
*•  Even  from  the  rock's  reludant  fide 

*'  He  bids  the  fountain  burft : 

L       ^  «   And 
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"  And  bids,  for  wild-birds,  lofty  trees 

•*  Their  ruddy  harveft  bcarj 
•*  The  Father  of  mankind  !  he  fees, 

**  Nor  difregards  thy  care. 

**  Nor  fruitlefs  are  theftorms  of  woe 

*'  To  the  progreffive  mind  : 
"  For  they  give  vigour,  and  to  glow 

**  With  energy  refin'd. 

*^  Obferve  how  winds,  and  beating  rains, 
'^  Drench  and  deform  the  dale ; 

^*  And  how  the  hufbandman  complains, 
"  And  how  the  fhepherds  wail. 

**  But  when  the  rains  are  blown  away, 

**  Behold  !  a  thoufand  dyes, 
**  And  flowers  and  fruit,  and  verdure  gay^ 

**  In  every  field  arife. 

*^  You  know  not,  if  with  meek  regard 
"  You  wait  the  will  of  heaven ; 

"  You  know  not  what  fublime  reward 
"  May  to  your  grief  be  given.  ^ 
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LETTER    XXIV* 

ydurnal  of  the  Weather  for  Fifty ^fioe  Days% 
during  the  Winter  1769-70. 

D  £  A  R   S I R9  St.  Peteriborg,  Jan.  ^4.  1 770. 

OUR  weather  is  indeed  very  fevere.  You 
may  judge  of  its  fe verity  by  our  pre- 
cautions. We  have  recourfe  to  them,  not 
only  in  our  drefs,  but  in  our  houfes* 

Our  drefs)  within  doors,  js  the  fame  as 
during  the  \7inter  in  England.  But  whea 
we  encounter  the  external  cold,  our  defcnfive 
raiment  is  indeed  very  grotefque.  The  head 
is  defended  by  a  large  fur  cap,  and  the  body, 
by  a  garment  refembling  a  night-gown,  ex- 
tending from  the  neck  to  the  heel,  made  of 
whatever  ftuff  you  pleafe,  but  lined  through- 
out with  the  thickeft  fur.  Fur-fhoes,  or  con- 
guees,  as  they  are  termed,  having  the  hair  oa 
the  outfide,  are  tied  over  the  (hoes  we  com- 

L  2  monly 
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monly  wear.  Our  arms  are  fecured  by  the 
long  fleeves  of  the  upper  garment,  or  pelifle, 
as  it  is  called  ;  and  our  hands  by  large  muffs', 
which  are  alfo  ufed  ta  defend  the  face.  On 
entering  any  houfe,  fome  of  the  fervants  im- 
mediately untie  your  fur  fhoes,  and  diveft  you 
of  yoiir  peliffe  :  nor  is  it  unamufing  to  fee 
fine  gentlemen,  adorned  with  gold  and  filver, 
and  purple,  and  precious  ftones,  ftarting  forth 
from  their  rough  external  guife,  like  fo  many 
gaudy  butterflies  burftingfuddenly  from  their 
winter  incruftation* 

In  houfes  of  any  diftindlion  here,  every 
room  is  provided  with  a  large  ftove,  reaching 
from  the  floor  to  the  cieling.  It  is  ufually 
made  of  brick ;  and  is  often  fo  ador,ned  with 
various  colours,  and  with  ornaments  of  brafs> 
as  to:  exhibit  a  very  good  appearance.  From 
this  ftove,  flues  and  paifagcs,  for  conveying 
the  heat  around  the  room,  are  fometimes  con- 
ftruCtcd  within  the  walls.  After  the  wood  is 
completely  burnt  down,  fo  that  not  the  fmall- 
eft  particle  of  flame  or  of  fmoke  remain,  the 
little  iron  door  by  which  the  fuel  was-  put 
into  its  place,  but  which  flood  open  while  the 
wcfod  :was   burning,  i«  faftened  very  clofe  5 

andy 
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and,  by /another  aperture  in  the  fide  of  the 
ftove,  orpetchka,  as  it  is  called,  halfway  bc- 
.tweenthe  floor  and  the  deling >  the  paffage  by 
whiQh  tire  fmoke  enters  the  chimney  is  alfo 
jcovefed..  Thus  the.  heal:,  confined  entirely 
within  the  room,  becomes  fometimes  excel- 
five,  and  almoft  infufFerable ;  nor  have  I  ever 
felt  fo  much  warmth  in  any  houfe  in  London, 
as  in  the  houfes  of  St.  Peterfburg.  For  in  "or- 
der ftill  farther  to'  guard  againft  the  vifita- 
tions  of  Siberian  blafts,  and  the  cold  compa- 
niohs  they  bring  along  with  them,  the  win- 
dows are  fo  formed  as  to  admit  of  double  cafe- 
ments.  Of  thefe  the  inner  cafement  may  be 
removed  at  pleafure*  It  is  ufually  fixed  in  its 
place  in  October,  and  remains  till  the  begin- 
ning  of  May.  The  fpace  between  the  two 
may  be  about  fix  or  feven  inches. 

In  the  intermediate  fpabe  betvsffeea  two  of 
thefe  cafements,  -ii^  an  antichapiber .  in  my 
apartment,  I  have  fufpended  one  of-  Reau- 
mure  thermometers;  and,  in  ord^r  t(».  give 
you  a  more  preclfe  idea  of  our  climate^  I  (hall 
fubjoin  a  journal  of  the  weather  for  fifty-five 
days,  beginning  with,  thet  ift.of  December 
laft,  and  continued  till  the  date  of  n»y  letter. 

../I  L3  The 


150  ANECDOTES  OF   THE 

The  expofure  is  to  the  fouth ;  but  the  obfcr- 
vations  were  ufually  made  at  an  early  hour. 
Obferve,  therefore,  that  by  the  mark  8  m. 
in  the  journali  is  meant  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  I  need  not  tell  you,  that  by  b«  fr. 
is  meant  below  the  freezing  point. 

Dec.  I.  8  ra.  9  deg.  b.  fr.  The  fky  clear. 
A  little  wind  N,  W.  The  ground  covered 
with  fnow.  At  noori  the  fpirit  of  wine. fell 
7  deg.     The  Iky  cloudy.     A  fall  of  fnow, 

Dec.  2.  8  m.  8y  deg.  b.  fr.  Cloudy*  with 
fome  mift. 

Dec.  3.     8  m.  yi  deg.  b.  fr.    Snow.   A  0iarp 

wind  N.  E. 
Dec.  4.     8  m.  loi.  deg.  b.  fr.     Clear. 

Dec.  5.     8  m.  il  deg.  above  fr.     Cloudy. 
Dec.  6.     8  m.  2  deg.  h.  fr.     Clear. 

Dec.  7.     8  m.  2  deg.  above  fr.    Clear.  Wind 

S.W. 
Dec.  8.     8  m.  i.  deg.  b.  fr.     Cloudy. 

Dec.  9.     8  ra.  34.  deg.  above  fr.     Wind  S.W. 
Dec.  10.  8  m.  3  deg.  above  fr.     At  half  an 

hour  after  eight  the  fpirit  of  wine  fell  to 

three  degrees  b.  fr. 

Dec.  I  !♦  8  m.  8  deg.  b.  fr. 

'Dec.  11^;  8  m.  2;.  deg.  b,fn  Wind  W.  Some 
fOQiy.    — 

l)ec,  J  J. 
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t)ec.  13.  8  m.  24.  deg.  b.  fr.     Cloudy. 

Dec.  14.  8  m.  3  deg.  b.  fr.     Very  cloudy. 

A  fharp  wind  E. 
Dec.  15.  8  m.  3  deg.  b.  fr.     Very  cloudy. 
Dec.  16.  8  m.  3  deg.  b.  fr.     Snow. 
Dec.  17.  8  m.  4  deg.  b.  fr.       Snow.      Wind 

N.  E. 
Dec.  18.  8  m.  7  deg.  b.  fr.      Cloudy.      At 

nine  at  night  the  fpirit  of  wine  flood  at  15 

deg.  b.  fr.     Wind  N.  E. 
Dec.  19.  8  m.  32  deg.  b.  fr.     Clean     Wind 

N.  E. 
Dec.  20.  8  m.  23^  deg.  b.  fr.     Clear.    Wind 

N.  E. 
Dec.  21.  8  m.  12  deg.  b.  fr. 
Dec.  22.  8  m.  17  deg.  b.  fr. 
Dec.  23.  8  m.  15.  deg.  b.  fr. 

had  fallen  in  the  night. 
Dec.  24.  8  m.  14  deg.  b.  fr. 

had  fallen  in  the  night.     Wind  N.  E. 
Dec.  25.  8  m.  If  deg.  b.  fr.     Snow  had  fal* 

len  in  the  night.     Wind  N.  E. 
Dec.  26.  8  m.  9  deg.  b.  fn     Snow*      Wind 

N.E. 

Dec.  27.  .8  m*  11  deg.  b.  fr.     Snow.     Wind 

N.E. 

L  4  Dec.  s8« 


Sno^/s^. 
Clear. 
Cloudy.  Snow 

Cloudy.  Snow 
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Pec.  28.  8  m.  15  deg.  b.  fr.     Clestr.    Wind 

N.  E. 
pec.  29.  8  nit  17  deg.  b.  fr.   Cloudy.    Wind 

N.E. 
pec.  go.  8  m.  9  deg.  b.  ft.    Clpvidy.     AVin^i 

N.E. 
Dec.  31.  8  m.  9.  deg.  b.  fr.     Snow. 
Jan.  I.  1770.  8  m.  104.  deg.  b.  fr.    Snow. 
Jan.  2.     8  m.  84-  deg.  b.  fr.     Cloudy. 
Jan.  3.     8  m.  15  deg.  b.  fn     Cloudy. 
Jan.  4.     8  m.  12  j  deg,  b.  fr.    Siiow.     Wind 

S.  W. 
Jan.  5.     8  m.  6  deg^  b.  fr.     Cloudy. 

Jan.  6.     8  m.  54  deg.  b.  fr.  Snow. 

Jan.  7.     8  m.  6.  deg.  b.  fr.  Snow. 

Jan.  8.     8  m.  6i  deg.  b.  fr.     Snow. 

Jan.  9.     8  m.  8i.  deg.  b.  fr.     Snow. 

Jan.  JO.  8  m.  6  deg.  b.  fr.  Snow.    . 

Jan.  II.  8  m.  54^  deg.  b.  fr.  Snow. 

Jan.  12.  8  m.  5  deg.  b.  fr.     Snow.     Wind 

N.  E.  . 

Jan.  13.  8  m.  5  deg.  b.  fr.      5now.      Wind 

N.  E. 
Jan.  14.  8  m.  I  deg.  b.  fr.      Snow.       Wind 

S.  W. . , 
Jan.  J5»  8  m.  3  deg.  above  fr.     Snow. 
Jan.  16.  8  m.  i  deg.  above  fr.     Snow. 

Jan.  17.. 
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Jin.  17.  8  m.  14  dcg.  above  fr.     Snovtr. 
Jan.  i8,  8  m.  4  deg.  b.  fr.     Snow*     Wind 

N.  E, 
Jan*  19.  8  m.  5  deg.  b.  fr.    Snow.     Wind 

N.E. 
Jan.  ao.  8  m.  1 7  deg.  b.  fr.     Miftj. 
Jan.  21.  8  m.  15  deg.  b*  fr«     Snow. 
Jan.  aiS.  8  m.  8|  deg,  b*  fr.     Cloudy. 
Jan.  23.  8  m.  9  deg.  b.  fr.     Cloudy. 
Jan.  244  8  m.  10  deg.  b.  fr.  -  -  Qoudy  *. 

You  will^  no  doubt,  ha^f^remarked^  in  thU 
journal,  that  our  weather  is  often  veify  dim 
and  cloudy^  Thie,  however)  is  more  the  cafe 
in  the  beginning  of  winter,  before  all  iht 
{bows  have  fallen,  than  afterwards.  In  the 
pionths  of  February  and  March,  the  iky  is 

*  The  coldefi;.  weather,  during  my  ftay  in  Roffii,  wat  ofiiaU/ 
after  the  fcow  fell,  in  the  months  of  February  and  March. 
The  fpiric  of  witie  was  generally,  in  thofe  monthv,  betweea 
ten  and  fifteen  degrees  below  the  freezing  point*  The  coideft 
weather  known^  while  I  lived  in  St.  Peterlborg,  was  in  the 
]pionth  of  March  i77l«  On  the  firft,  fecond,  and  third  day^ 
of  that  mbnth,  the  fpirit  of  wine  was  at  20  deg.  b«  rri;~bat* 
ptk  the  Ibarthy  a  little  before  feven  in  the  morningi  It  fdl  to 
32  deg.  b.  fr.  According  to  fome  other  obfervations,  it  flood 
St  34  deg.  b.  fr.  It  did  not  remain  tong  at  32  deg. ;  'but  rofe 
^uccefiively  to  lo,  8,  and  5  deg.  b.  fr.  On  the  i8th  of  March 
^t  ftood  at  z  deg.  above  freezing* 

remarkably 
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remarkably  clear;  and  the  moon-light/ in 
particular,  when  the  firmament  is  quite  fe- 
rene,  and  the  ground  covered  with  fnow,  ap- 
jpears  much  brighter  than  I  have  obferved  it 
in  Britain.  Nor  in  thofe  months,  though  the 
colds  are  more  intenfe  than  at  any  other  pe- 
riod, have  we  fo  much  wind  as  at  prefent^ 
The  **  Spirantes  frigora  cauri"  fecm  to  be  the 
harbingers  of  the  fevere  cold ;  the  dreary  at- 
tendants of  Novembers  December^  and  Jfa» 
Jiuary* 

Perhaps  our  hazy ^  and  cloudy  weather,  in 
the  end  of  autumn,  and  beginning ^of  winter, 
is  the  reafon  that  I  have  never  yet  Teen  the 
Ruffian  {ky  adorned  and  enlivened  in  an 
evening  with  an  Aurora  Borealis.  I  fay  en- 
livened, for  though  once  or  twice  I  have  feen 
a  dull  fallen  rednefs  in  the  air,  which  I  was 
told  was  an  Aurora  Borealis ;  I  have  never 
yet  feen  it  with  fuch  bright  colours,  rapid 
motions,  and  fantaftic  geftures,  as  embellifli 
the  Britifh  autumnal  Iky.  I  have  never  feen 
any  thing  like  the  beautiful  and  juA  defcrip- 
tion  given  us  of  this  object  by  the  bard  of  ex- 
ternal nature : 

Oft 
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Oft  in  this  (eafon,  filent  from  the  north, 
A  blase  of  meteors  (hoots :   enfweeping  firft 
The  lower  fkies,  they  all  at  once  converge 
High  to  the  crown  of  heaven ;  and  all  at  once 
Relapfing  quick,  as  quickly  reafcend ; 
And  mix,  and  thwart,  extinguiOi,  and  renew  ; 
All  aether  courting  in  a  maze  of  light* 

Though  in  the  line,  "  and  mix  and  thwart, 
&c.''  the  Poet  employs  his  verbs  in  an  un- 
ufual  manner,  the  defcription  is  juft  and 
ftriking.  It  is  more  than  pidlurefque  ;  it  is 
poetic :  and  by  exhibiting  a  fwift  fucceffion 
of  diverfified  motions,  affords  us  a  fine  ex- 

ft  * 

ample  of  that  fort  of  reprefentation  which 
fcorns  the  powers,  great  though  they  are,  of 
paintitig.  On  fuch  fignal  occafions,  language 
is  an  engine  to  be  ufed  as  the  poet  pleafes. 
The  defcription  is  admirably  heightened,  by 
his  fuggefling  the  effeds  of  fuch  appearances 

«  - 

on  the  fuperftitious  minds  of  the  vulgar :  and 
by  his  reprefenting  the  objed  as  receiving  a 
(hape  and  features  fuited  to  their  confterna- 
tion. 

From  look  to  look,  contagious  thro*  the  crowd 
The  panic  runs,  and  into  wond*rou8  fhapes 
Th*  appearance  throws :  armies  in  meet  array^ 
Tbrong'd  with  aerial  fpears,  and  fteeds  of  fire^ 

TUl 
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Till  the  loflg  lines  of  full*extended  war 

In  bleeding  fight  commix,  the  fangume  flood 

Kolls  a  broad  ilaughter  o'er  the  plains  of  heaven. 

As  thus  they  fcan  the  viGonary  fcene. 

On  all  fides  fwells  the  fuperftitious  din 

Incontinent;  and  bufy  frenzy  talks 

Of  blood  and  battle ;  cities  overturn'd,  &c. 

The  defcription  is  carried  on,  and  rifes  by 
a  fine  amplification ;  till  ^ 

Nature's  felf 
Is  deem'd  to  totter  on  the  brink  of  time ! 

and  is  then  concluded,  and  finely  contrafted, 
by  the  following  fcrene  reflection : 

Not  fo  the  man  of  philofophic  eye 
And  ihfpedl  fage  i  the  waving  brightriefs  he 
Curious  furveys ;  inquifitive  to  know 
The  caufes  and  materials  yet  unfix'd 
Qf  this  appearance. 

Adieu% 


». , . 
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LETTER     XXV. 

Account  of  a  Comet  ivhich  ivasfeen  in  Rujfia 
in  the  Tear  ij6(^r^ Account  of  fome  other 
Comets. 


Dear  sir,  St*  Pctcrftarg,  Jan,  1770. 

YOUR  letter,  informing  me  that  you  were 
engaged  in  the  ftudy  of  aftronomy, 
gave  me  indeed  the  fincereft  pleafure.  I  con- 
gratulate  you  on  the  delightful  improvement 
it  will  afford  you.  In  fo  far  as  a  mere  lover 
of  that  fcience  may  fpeak  concerning  it,  I  will 
ventilte  to  affirm,  that  no  literary  purfuit 
whatqyer  enlarges  the  mind  fo  much,  or 
yields  fuch  fublirae  enjoyment.  I  am  con-^ 
vinced  too,  that  it  influences  the  heart  and 
matxoers.  At  leaft  all  thofe  aftronomera 
whom.  I  have  ever  had  the  happinefs  of 
knowing, .  have  been  diflinguifhed  for  their 
modefty,  condefcenfion,  and  candour.  Fond 
as  you  are.  of  this  pxalting  fcience,  I  flatter 
myfelf>  that  the  following  account    of   the 

z  comet 
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comet  that  appeared  here  in  the  months  of 
Auguft  and  September  laft  will  afford  you 
fome  amufement. 

This  brilliant  ftranger,  in  its  progrefs 
through  the  planetary  regions,  made  its  ap- 
pearance here  on  the  28th  of  Auguft.  I  had 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  it  early  in  the  morning 
on  the  I  ft  of  September.  Its  head  was  then 
fituated  almoftdueeaft,  thirteen  degrees  above 
the  horizon ;  and  made  a  right-angled  triangle, 
whofe  hypoteneus  was  fixteen  degrees,  with 
the  bright  ftar  Aldebaran,  and  the  moft 
northern  of  the  Pleiades.  September  the  ift, 
2d,  and  3d,  it  advanced  with  an  oblique 
foutherly  courfe,  ftraight  upon  the  ftar  Bella- 
trix  in  the  fhoulder  of  Orion.  It  pafled  that 
ftar  within  lefs  than  half  a  degree,  oh  the 
morning  of  the  4th.  By  proceeding  in  fuch 
a  tra£t,  and  with  fuch  accelerated  rapidity, 
towards  the  Perihelion,  it  feems  to  have  de- 
feended  upon  us,  through  the  breaft  of  Aries, 
about  the  beginning  of  Auguft ;  and  to  have 
crofted  the  Ecliptic,  when  near  thirty  de- 
grees diftant  from  the  point  of  the  vernal 
Equinox.  At  that  time  it  was  probably  tot> 
remote  to  be  difcerned*     From  Beilatrix  it 

moved 
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moved  onward  to  the  Solflitlal  colure ;  pair- 
ing that  circle  with  two  or  three  degrees  of 
N.  declination  ;  and,  before  the  loth  of  Sep- 
tember* arrived  at  the  Celeftial  Equator,  hav* 
ing  a  right  afcenfion  of  an  hundred  and  three 
degrees.  Oh  the  13th,  it  arofe  along  with 
Sirius  at  three  in  the  morning,  and  was  then 
feen,  for  the  laft  time,  near  the  tail  of  Mono- 
ceros,  diftant  from  the  Dog-ftar,  as  I  was  in- 
formed, twenty-fix  degrees ;  and  from  Pro- 
cyon,  or  the  Star  of  the  Little  Dog,  fifteen  de- 
grees.— In  the  evenings,  about  fix  weeks  af- 
ter, it  was  looked  for  in  its  return  in  the  con- 
ftellation  Ophiuchus ;  but  I  have  not  heard 
that  it  was  difcovered. 

During  all  the  nights  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  attending  to  the  progrefs  of  this  illuftrious 
vifitant,  as  the  atmofphere  was  very  ferene,  I 
was  much  gratified  with  the  fine  appearance 
exhibited  by  the  long  train  of  diverging  light 
which  formed  the  tail.  On  the  morning  of 
the  ad  of  September,  it  had  increafed  from 
twelve  degrees  of  length  to  near  thirty, 
ftretching  from  the  weftern  arm  of  Orion* 
where  the  head  then  was,  full  four  degrees 
beyond  the  two  kappas  of  the  Whale.     On 

•      3  the 
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the  8th»  the  difplay  of  its  |'a4iance  wais  ftill 
more  majeflic ;  for  it  now  occupied  a  fpace  ia 
the  heavens  of  no  lefs  thad  forty*four  degrees^ 
reaching  acrofs  Orion»  even  beyond  the  flars 
in  Eridanus.  All  this  time  it  wais  haftening 
towards  the  Sun^s  place  in  the  EcUptic ;  and 
by  fuch  rapid  marches^  that  it  was  foon  after-^ 
wards  abforbed  from  our  view  by  the  eflFulr 
gence  of  the  morning  rays. 

I  need  fcarce  obferve,  that  all  the  above 
motions  and  diftances  afcribed  to  this  beau^ 
teous  and  eccentric  wanderer,  are  only  appa* 
rent.  The  real  track  of  a  body  fo  confidera- 
ble,  through  the  orbits  of  the  planets,  is  another 
confideration ;  and  leads  to  reflections  of  a 
very  interefling  nature.  On  this  fubjedt  I 
have  received  the  following  information  from 
an  ingenious  friend  converfant  in  aftronomy, 
who  was  much  occupied  in  obferving  the 
places  of  the  comet,  and  has  (ince  fpcnt  fome 
time  in  computing  from  the  data  thus  obtain-^ 
ed.  According  to  him,  its  neareft  approach 
n^  to  the  earth  was  on  the  9th  of  September^ 
when  it  pafled  us  at  about  a  third  part  of  our 
mean  diftance  from  the  Sun.  Had  it  arrived 
at  the  fame  point  of  its  trajedlory  twenty- one 

days 
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dayij  later,  vre  (hould  have  been  ftlll  thred 
tim^s  nearer  t  though  even  at  this  neareft 
poflible  approach,  as  the  bulk  of  the  comet 
was  relatively  very  fmall,  the  itiutUal  gravi- 
tation would  have  occafioned  no  tendency  to 
diforder  in  the  motions  of  our  planet.  It  far- 
ther appears,  that  it  pafled  the  plarie  of  the 
Orbit  of  Venus  from  ihe  north  to  the  fouth, 
in  the  month  of  Atiguft,  and  repafled  it 
again  in  Odober ;  both  times  at  fuch  a  dif- 
tance  from  that  planet,  as  to  produce  tio  fen-* 
fible  efFeds.  On  the  ^th  of  Oftober  it  had 
reached  its  perihelion,  and  was  ten  times 
nearer  the  Sun  than  we  are.  Mercury  was 
alfo  then  fo  much  out  of  the  way  as  to  efcape 
diilurbance* 

This  coiQet  is  thought  to  be  a  new  one  i 
by  which  is  meant,  that  it  is  different  from 
any  one  marked  in  the  catalogue  given  us  by 
Dr.  Halley,  or  any  additions,  that  iince  his 
time  have  been  made  to  it.  According  to 
the  fame  computations  of  its  real  fituation  and 
4ifl:ance,  it  follows,  that  the  lucid  emanation 
which,  formed  the  tail  was.  elongated  &pm  th« 
nucleus,  to  the  amazing  extent  of  thirty-fix 
millions  of  miles.      No .  wonder,  therefore, 

M  that 
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that  fuch  unufual  radi^Qce^  when  contralled 
with  a  dark  and  ferene  air,  fhould  have  im-* 
parted  an  awful  magnificence  to  the  heavena# 
Nor  could  I  behold  it,  for  the  firft  time,  with^ 
out  feeling  my  foul  fhaken  with  folemo  ter- 
ror and  veneration.  It  Teemed  like  the  ban- 
ner of  Omnipotence,  difplajed  by  fpmq 
mighty  angel>  and  announcing,  not  onlf  to 
the  nations  upon  earth,  but  to  tb^  wibiole 
planetary  region,  from  utmpft  Saturn  to  thC: 
Sun  bimfelf,  the  power  of  their  great  Creator^ 
A  voice  pealing  through  the  vail  void  qf  the 
Harry  heavensy  and  proclaiming  fome  awful 
beheft^  or  tremendous  fummons,^  though  it 
might  have  appalled,  would  not  then  have 

furprifed  me, — ^Refiedion,  I  allow,  and  found 
philofophy,  excite  other  emotions.  They  in- 
fpire  confidence  in  the  goodnefs  of  that  Beingt 
whofe  power  and  wifdom  fire  manifefted  in 
the  order  and  harmony  fb  confpicuotls  in  the 
frame  of  nature. 

Thefe  aw  tbjr  glorious  works,  Parent  oigoid! 

Yoti  will,  no  doubt,  have  already  difcover* 
ed,  in  the  courfe  of  your  enquiries  and  obfer- 
vations,  that  the  aflronomy  of  comets  is  to  be 
confidcredi  even  in  this  age  of  fcience,  as  in. 

ita 
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ift -infancy.  Of  the  number  belonging  to  the 
fyftem,  there  is  no  room  even  for  forming  a 
conjedure :  and  in  regard  to  their  periods,  phi- 
lofophers  are  only  beginning  to  know  fome- 
thing.  The  great  difadvantage  under  Which 
they  labour,  is  the  want  of  ancient  obferva- 
tion3.  It  was  unfortunately  the  prevailing 
dodlrlne  of  the  Ariftotelians,  that  comets  were 
but  tranfient  meteors,  compofed  of  combufti- 
ble  matter,  which  floated  cafually  in  the  at- 
mofphere ;  and,  on  this  account,  they  regard* 
ed  them  with  very  little  attention.  It  is  cer- 
tain, however,  that  fortie  of  the  ancients  en- 
tertained jufter  conceptions.  Seneca,  in  par- 
ticular, reafons  upon  this  fubjefl:  in  a  manner 
fb  juft  and  philofophical,  that  it  is  afloniSxing 
the  mere  authority  of  the  fchools  could  have 
fo  long  diverted  the  attention  of  enquirers,  * 
and  preventaed  them  fo  lotig  from  beginning 
really  to  obferve.  The  treaitife*  alluded'to, 
is  fo  remarkable  for  a  train  of  the  moft  happy 
fuggefttons,  that  I  cannot  help  recommending 
it  to  your  perufal ;  and  to  juftify  what  I  ad- 
vance, allow  me  to  lay  before  you  the  follow- 
ing  quotations  :•— **  Ego  Aoftris  non  affentior* 

*  Qo^S^  Nttar.  1.  vH. 

Ma-.  **  Non 
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"  Non  ehim  exiftimo  cometjet)  fubetaneum 
"  igciem,  fed  inter  aetexna  opera  naturae  *.— - 
"  Ck)inetes  habet  fuam  fedem:  et  ideo  noa 
*'  cito  expellitur,  fed  emittitur  fuum  fpatium ; 
'*  non  extinguitur^  fed  cxcedit.  Si  erratica, 
f  ^  inquiry  ftella  effet,  in  fignifero  effet.  Quia 
^*  unum  ftellis  limitem  ponit  ?  Quis  in  an- 
"  guftum  divina  compellit?  Nempe  haec  ipfa 
V  fidera,  quae  fola  moveri  credis,  alios  et  alios 
**  circulos  habent*  Quare  ergo  non  aliqua 
•'  fint  quae  in  proprium  iter,  et  ab  iftis  rc- 
"  motum  fecefferintf  ? — Multa  funt  quae  efle 
*'  concedimus:  qualia  fint,  ignoramus. — 
"  Quid  ergo  miramur,  cometas,  tam  rarum 
*^  fpedtaculum,  non  dum  tenerilegibus  certis; 
**  neque  initia  illorum,  finefque  notcfcere 
•*  quorum  ex  ingentibus  intervallis  recurfus 

**  eft  ?" **  With  our  philofophers  I  do  not 

'*  agree.  I  cannot  believe  that  a  comet  is  a 
•*  fire  fuddenly  kindled,  but  that  it  ought  to 
**  be  ranked  among  the  everlafting  works  of 
**  nature.  A  comet  has  its  proper  place, 
*'  from  which  it  is  not  quickly  thrown  out ; 
**  but  goes  its  courfe  :  is  not  extinguifhed  ; 
**  but  leaves  us.     An  objeftor  may  fay,  if  it 

•  Cap.  22.     t  Cap.  23,  84y  25. 

*^  were 
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*'  were  a  wandering  ftar,  it  Would  keep  in 
*^  the  zodiac;  But  who  can  confine  the  ftars? 
**  or  reft  rain  the  works  of  God  to  a  narrow 
*' '  compaft  ?  Thofe  very  ftars,  beliiSved-  by 
"you  to  be  the  only  bodies  of  the  kind  that 
**  have  a^y  motion,  mote  in  circles  very  dif- 
**  ferent  from  one  another.  Why,  tliereforig, 
"**  may  not  fohie  ftars  withdraw  into  paths  of 
"  their  own,  and  diftin<a  froln  the'^reft  ?  We 
'*•  grant  that  many  things  exift,  of  whofe  na- 
ture we  are  ignorarit.  Why  then  fliould 
we  be  furprifed,  fince  the  appearance  of 
*'  comets  is  fq  rare,  that  we  know  nothing  of 
*^  the  laws  by  which  their  motions  are  go- 
^  verned,  nor  of  the  limits  within  which 
**  they  move,  nor  of  the  periods  in  which 
**  they  revolve?"  To  thefe  wonderful  anti* 
cipations  he  fubjoins  the  following  remark- 
able prophecy  :  **  Veniet  tempus,  quo  ifta  qua^ 
**  nunc  latent  in  lucem  dies  extrahat,  et  Ion- 
**  gioris  aevi  diligentia.  Ad  inquifitionem 
**  tantorum  aetas  una  non  fufficit.  Veniet 
"  tempus,  quo  pofteri  noftri  tarn  aperta  nos 
**  nefcifle  mirentur.  Erit  qui  demonftret 
**  aliquando,  in  quibus  cometag  partibus  er- 
"  rent,  cur  tam  fedudi  a  casterJs  ieant,  quanti 

**  ^ualefque  fint." *'  The  time  will  come, 

M  3  **  when 
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^^  when  thofe  thiQg8  which  zk  now  hid 
^*  from  U8,  fliall^  by  the  diligence  and  obferr- 
"  vatioQ  of  after  ages,  be  fully  difclofed. 
^V'  For  one  age-  alone  is  not  fufficient  for  ior 
^V  vefligating  matters  of  fuch  importance. 
.**  The  time  will  come,  when  pofterity  wiU 
^V  wonder  that  we.  were  ignorant  of  things  fo 
V  plain.  One  will; arifc,  who (  will  dei9oa^ 
}\  ftrace  in  wh^t  region  of  fpace  the  comets 
**  iwander,  why  they  recede  fa  far  from  the 
!^  other  planets,  how  great,  and  what  fort  of 

<*  bodies  they  areu" 

••     •      *  •  ... 

But  notwitI;iflanding  this  bright  em^jriatiQO 
.from  a  philofbphy  fo  pure  and  refined,  it  wjis 
•not  till  about  the  year  1 300  that  comets  were 
obferved  with  any  attention.  Mention  is 
jnade,  indeedf  by  authors  before  that  period  of 
no  fewer  than  415;  but  from,  their  informa- 
tion, little  elfe,  excepting  the  knowledge  that 
fuch  bodies  made  their  appearance  at  the  time 
fpecified,  can  be  derived.  The  particulars 
narrated  are  too  general  to  admit  of  any  cer- 
tain compariibn  with  comets  that  have  vifited 
us  in  later  times*  But  fmce  the  thirteenth 
century,  or  rather  fince  the  time  qf  Tycho 
Brahcj  fo  much  has  been  accompliflied,  thac 

aAronomers 

t 
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liftronomers  have  now  about  fifty  comets  fo 
well  afcertained,  that  they  will  have  no  diffi- 
culty of  knowing,  whether  any  Which  may 
hereafter  appear  be'  of  that  number.  The 
period  of  any  one,  being  in  this  manner  de- 
termined, its  return  in  future  times  may  be 
foretold :  and  thus,  by  degrees,  the  number 
of  all  thofe  fiars  may  come  to  be  known,  and 
their  courfes  fettled.  In  the  year  1758, 
aftronomers  had  juft  caufe  of  triumph,  by  the 
aClual  return  of  one  of  thofe  bodies,  according 
to  a  predi(iiioii  founded  on  the  principles  now 
jpaentioned.  This  was  the  comet  which  had 
appeared  before  in  the  year  16^2,  and  which 
feems  to  be  the  Mercury  of  all  the  reft,  as  it 
IS  now  certain,  that  it  revolves  about  the  Sun 
in  fo  ihort  a  period  as  feventy-fix  years.  Se- 
venty-five years  was  its  period  the  time  be- 
fore; but  Dr.  Halley  (hewed  plainly,  from 
the  laws  of  gravitation,  that  the  adion  of  t;he 
planets  would  neceffarily  protrad  its  return 
abput  one  year ;  and  therefore  prognofticated, 
that  its  return  would  be  towards  the'  end  of 
1758,  or  the  beginning  of  i  J' 5  9*  Thefe  con- 
clufions  were  alfo  confirmed  by  fome  moft 
elaborate  computations  made  by  the  members 
of  the  French  academy,  when  the  time  drew 

M  4  near. 
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near,  and  when  the  attention  of  philofophers 

was  again  direded  to  a  fubjed  (o  interefting. 

The  fa£t,  by  a  moft  exa<9:  agreement,  juftified 

the  principles  upon  which  they  had  founded 

their   opinion  ;    for,   in  the  evening  of  the 

j^th  of  December  1758,  theexpedted  vifitant 

was  difcovcred  tending  to  Its  perihelion,  and 

continued  vifible  till  the   14th   of  February 

1759,  when  it  was  near  its  conjundlon.     On 

the  ift  of  April  it  again  appeared  in  its  recefs 

from  the  Sun,  in  the  morning ;  and  was  ob- 

ferved,  by   many   aflronomers, .  in    different 

parts  of  Europe  for  a  conflderable  time  after, 

with  fuch  circumftances  as  left  no  doubt  of  its 

being  the  identical  comet  that  had  appeared 

in  1682. — There  is   another  comet,  which, 

from  the  correfpondence  of  period  with  one 

formerly  obferved,  and  other  ftriking;  circum- 

flances  of  agreement,  both  ^s  to  the  fpecles  and 

fituation  of  the  prbit,  is  expelled  to  return  at 

a  determined  time  ;  apd  that  top  at  no  great 

diftancp.     This  is  the  coipet  which  appeared 

in  1532,  and  1661,  and  which,  at  an  equal 

interval  of  129  years,  maybe  again  looked 

for  §bout  the  ye?ir  1789. 
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.  The  comet,  with  whofe  appearance  we  are 
pcxt  beft  acquainted  is,  that  memorable  one 
which  wa3  feen  fo  long  in  the  year  1680.  At 
that  time  a  concurrence  of  happy  circum- 
ftanqes  contributed  to  the  improvement  of 
this  part  of  aftronomy.  The  comet  itfelf,  of 
all  others,  from  the  extraordinary  curvature 
of  its  orbit,  was  moft  fuited  to  difcover  to  us 

the  laws  by  which  its  motions  were  governed,  t 
Its  tradl  in  the  heavens  was  carefully  and  cri- 
tically marked  by  Calihi  and  Flamftead,  in  the 
lately  eftablifhed  obfervatories  at  Paris  and 
<5reehwich.  But,  above  all,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
Ton  then  flouriftied  in'the  vigour  of  his  ge-^ 
nius,  and  had  unfolded  the  true  fyftem  of  the 
world.  He  demonftrated,  from  many  obfer- 
vations  of  this  great  comet,  that,  like  the  pla^ 
nets,  it  was  fubjeft  to  the  law  of  general  gra- 
vitation ;  and,  like  them,  refpeded  the  Sua 
in  its  periodical  courfe.  After  this,  upon  the 
principles  laid  down  by  Sir  Ifaac  Newton, 
Dn  Halley  determined,  by  an  elaborote  com- 
putation, what  would  be  the  motion  of  a  body 
carried  round  the  Sun  in  a  certain  ellipfis, 
with  a  period  of  575  years,  and  found  it  moft 
perfedly  to  agree  with  the  obferved  places  of 
this  very  comet.  Perceiving  this,  and  re- 
4.  marking 
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marking  that  hiftory  makes  mention  of  thre6 
*very  extraordinary  comets  which  fucceeded 
one  another  by  the  fame  number  of  years,  he 
concluded}  not  without  the  higheft  probabi- 
lity^  that  all  of  them  were  one  and  the  fame 
comet,  whofe  laft  return  to  its  perihelion  was 
in  the  year  1680. 

The  firft  period,  according  to  the  informa-^ 
tion  given  me  by  the  friend  to  whoni  I  am 
indebted  for  the  preceding  account,  carries  us 
back  to  the  year  1 106,  when  Henry  the  Firft 
was  King  of  England.  The  comet  is  re-^ 
i:orded  in  the  Saxon  Chronicle  by  on?  who 
feems  to  have  been  an  eye  witnefs.  He  tells 
us,  ^V  That  on  Friday,  February  16,  s^  won- 
'^  derful  comet  appeared ;  and  was  feen  a 
**  long  time  afterwards  every  eveniifg*  The 
'*  flar  itfelf  was  in  the  fouth-eaft;  but  the 
V  ray  which  proceeded  from  it  was  very  clear 
^*  and  large,  ihinlng^  to  the  north*weft.''-r 
Alfo,  in  the  confulate  of  Lampadius  and 
Orefies,  in  the  time  of  the  Emperor  Juftinian, 
another  comet  like  this  appeared  ;  and  is 
mentioned  in  the  following  manner  by  the 
author  of  the  Antiochean  Chronicle:—**  A 
**  great  and  fearful  flar  appeared  in  the  weft, 

"  fending 
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/^  fending  forth  a  white  beam  upwards, 
/*  which)  as  it  appeared  like  the  flaihes  of 
/*  lightning,  fome  called  it  Lampadion*  It 
*•  was  feen  for  twenty  days," — Another  pe^- 
.riod  of  575  years  brings  us  to  the  44th  year 
b^for/e  Chr  jft,  when,  fopa  after  the  death  of 
Julius  CqsOi^,  a  very  remarkable  comet  ^p- 
;pearedi  sientpned  by  many  hifiorians ;  and 
:alifo  by  PJiny,  who  gives  us  the  very  words  of 
Aiiguiftus  Caefar  concerning  it: — *^  In  the 
'*^  yery  days  of  my  games,  a  blazing  ftar  was 
^^  feen  io  that  part  of  the  heavens  which  16 
•*  under  the  Septemtriones,  It  arofe  about 
^  theieleventh  hour^  and  was  clearly  -ta  be 
:**  feen  all  over  the  wprld/^— From  thefe  ac-- 
<ount6  it  appears,  that  this  comet  ha«  been 
-obferved  thrice  (ince  the  birth  of  Chrifl;  and 
-ciiKe  before  that  azra.  In  all  four  times*  But 
if  it  performs  its  revolution  regularly  and 
uniformly  in  the  fpacc  of  575  years,  it  muft, 
though  unobferved,  have  returned  frequently 
'before  that  period.  If  you  confult  Blair's 
Chronological  Tables  upon  this  fubjedt,  you 
will  find,  that  it  muft  have,  returned  in  the 
year  619,  B.  C,  in  the  reign  of  Jofiah  King 
of  Judah,  when  Halyattus  II.  reigned  in  Ly-^ 
dia,  or^  according  to  AlilediuSj  in  the  reign  of 

King 
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King  Hezekiah,  The  next  period  of  its  ap- 
pearance  muft  have  been  in  the  year  1194, «. 
B.  C.  at ,  the  begmning  of  the  Trojan  war. 
Another  period  of  575  years  carries  us  back 
to  the  year  1769*  B.  C. ;  and  in  the  year 
1764  was  the  deluge  of  Ogyges,  by  whitih 
k  confiderable  part  of  Greece  !P^a6  rendered 
defolate  for  206  years.  Other  575  years 
brings  you  to  the  year  2344,  B.  C.  within 
four  years  of  the  univerfal  deluge,  which  hap- 
pened in  the  year  1348.  Add  575  years,  and 
you  come  to  the  year  2919,  B.  €.  the  sera  of 
Lamach  and  Mathufalem.  And  ty  another 
revolution  of  our  comet,  we  come  at  the  year 
3494,  B.  C. ;  fo  that  if  this  account  be  well 
founded,  it  muft  have  vifited  us  fix  times  be»- 
fore  the  birth  of  Chrift,  excluiive  of  its  ap- 
pearance in  the  age  of  Auguftus.  If  you  fupr 
pofe  its  revolutions  to  have  gone  on:  iq  the 
fame  order  before  our  globe  was  brought 
into  the  fyftem,  you  will  have  it  travelling 
throiigh  our  planetary  region  no  later  than 
fixty-five  years  before  what  we  call  the  crea- 
tion of  the  world.  I  leave  you  to  your  own  • 
refledions  on  thefe,  I  had  almoft  callqd  them 
coincidences.  If  they  are  not,  they  are  very 
nearly  fo ;  and  if  this  be  granted,  might  not 

great 
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great  allowance  be  madje  for  inaccuracy  of 
*  calcqiations ;  difficulty  of  afcertaining  ancient 
dates ;  and  alfo  for  variety,  produced  by  un- 
known caufes  in  the  period  in  which  the  co** 
met  itfelf  may  ha ve*per formed  its  revolution  ? 
The  known  anomalies  in  the  motions  of  other 
comets,  and  even  of  the  planets  belonging  to 
our  fyftem,  occafioned  by  mutual  gravitation, 
or  their  adions  on  one  another,  render  this 
laft  fuppofition  by  no  means  improbable* 
But  you  will  fay»  I  am  launching  into  the  fea 
of  conjedure. 

One  thing,  however,  is  certain,  that  this 
very  comet,  of  all  others  yet  known,  interferes 
mod  with  the  path  of  the  planets ;  and  more 
efpecially  with  that  of  our  habitation.  Nor 
is  it  poifible  to  read  Dr.  Halley's  defcription 
of  the  progrefs  of  a  body  fo  vaft  and  formi- 
dable, in  its  lafl  vifit  to  the  Sun,  without 
coniiderable  emoHon.  "  Now  this  comet," 
feys  he,  "  in  that  part  of  its  orbit  in  which,  it 
*'  defcended  towards  the  Sun,  came  fo  near 
,"  the  path  of  all  the  planets,  that  if  by 
**  chance  it  had  happened  to  meet  any  one  of 
**  them  when  paifing  by,  it  muft  have  pro- 
«  duced  very  fenfible  efFeds ;   and  the  mo- 

*  "  tion 
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**  tion  of  the  comet  itfelf  Would  have  fuffered 
•*  the  greateft  difturbance.  In  fuch  a  cafe/ 
**  the  ^lane  and  fpecies  of  its  elliptic  orbits  and' 
**  its  periodic  time,  would  have  been  greatljr. 
changed  ;  efpecially  frdha  coming  near  Ju- 
piter. In  the  late  defcent,  tite  true  path  of 
"  the  comet  left  the  orbit  of  Saturn  and:  Ju- 
"  piier  below  itfelf  a  little  towards  thefouth;^ 
^^  it  approached  much  nearer  to  the  paths  of 
*•  Venus  and  Mercury  j  and  much  nearer 
fiill  to  that  of  Mars.  But  as  it  was  pafling 
through  the  plane  of  the  ecliptic  to  its 
**  fouthern  node,  it  came  fo  near  to  the  plane 
of  the  Earth,  that,  had  it  arrived  thirty 
days  later  than  it  did,  it  would  fcarce.have 
left  our  globe  one  femidiameter  of  the  Sua 
"  towards  the  north,  and,  without  doubt,  by 
its  centripetal  force,  it  would  have  pro-^ 
duced  fome  change  upon  the  fituation  and 
fpecies  of  the  Earth's  orbit,  and  upon  the 
**  length  of  the  year.  But  may  the  great 
"  good  God  avert  a  fhock  or  [contaQ:  of  fuch 
*•  great  bodies,  moving  with  fuch  forces 
**  (which  however,  is  manifeftly  not  impof- 
"  fible),  left  this*  beautiful  order  of  things  be 
•'  entirely  deftroyed,  and  reduced  into  its  an- 
•*  cient  chaos  !" 

Allow 


if 
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Allow  me  to  conclude  my  letter  with  repeat^ 
ing  mj  congratulation  on  your  having  begun 
the  ftudy  of  the  ftars }  and  to  give  you  joy  on 
the  delightful  improvement  it  will  afford  you. 
Permit  me  alfo  to  fay^  that,  in  profecuting 
this  ftudy^  perfons  in  your  fituation  have  pe^ 
culiar  advantages. ' 

Dl  iihi  divitias  dederint^  arUmque  fruindi. 

I  fee  you,  in  **  my  mind's  eye,"  fhaklog  off 
the  flumbers  of  that  light  and  refrefhing  deep 
which  only  vifits  the  couch  of  temperance ; 
anticipating  the  dawn  of  morning ;  afcend-^ 
ing  the  little  eminence  in  the  lawn  adjoining 
to  your  elegant  villa ;  and  there  converfing 
with  the  hoft  of  heaven.  You  will  never  re- 
pent of  fuch  early  vigils  ;  but  will  find  thofe 
filent  times,  before  the  buflle  and  cares  of  the 
day  begin,  the  fitted  feafon  for  contemplation. 
Beholding,  with  philofophic  attention,  thofe 
glorious  fires  that  blaze  through  the  regions 
of  boundlefs  fpace^  and  adminifter  their  be«- 
nign  influences  to  innumerable  furrounding 
planets ;  how  your  thoughts  will  afcend ;  and 
your  heart  glow  with  ferene  enjoyment! 
With  what  tranfport  of  foul  will  you  refled, 
that  all  this  exuberance  of  creation  was  form-- 

ed 
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ed  by  the  rule  of  wifdom,  and  h  govstned-^by 
immutable  order !'-— Ye  glorious  fire^  !  hov^ 
long  have  you  kept  watch  in  the  heaven^  ? 
Where  were  ye  before  your  courfes  brought 
time  itfelf  into  being?  By  what  original 
fpark  were  ye  kindled  ?  Who  ftored  with  light 
your  never-failing  urns  ?  Is  the  morning  of 
your  exiftence  ftilt  remembered,  when  the 
Almighty  yet  held  you  in  the  pahin  of  his 
hand  ? .  Know,  ye  ftupendous  hoft  !  though 
your  radiance  proclaims  an  order  of  things 
majcfticaliy  great ;  yet  the  eye  of  reafon  is 
filled  with  rays  of  a  far  purer  luftre^  They 
beam  from  beyond  the  veil  that  furrounds 
you  ;  and  with  irrefiftible  energy,  raife  our 
views  to  that  eternal,  felf-exiftent  Effence,  the 
fountain  of  life,:  the  great  Author  of  univerfal 
.  nature. 

Thefe  are  thy  glorious  worksi  Parent  of  gooJ, 
Almighty,  thine  this  univerfal  frame. 
Thus  wond'rous  fair  j  thyfclf  how  wondVous  thcht 
.  Unfpcakablc !  who  filt'ft  4ibove  ihefe  heavns. 
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An  Equejlrian  Statue  of  Peter  the  Great .^^^ 
The  Rock  intejfiMd  for  the  Pedefial. 

D  £  A  R   S  I  R>  St.  Petehborg,  1770^ 

THE  moft  (kilful  and  ingenious  fiatuary 
in  Europe,  is  employed  here  at  prcfent 
in  executing  an  Equeftrian  Statue  of  Peter 
the  Great.  The  defign  in  this  work  is  partly 
allegorical.  The  pedeftal  is  to  reprefent  a 
rock,  and  the  horfe  appears  with  great  fpirit 
and  exertion  in  the  a£l  of  afcending  it.  This 
is  to  indicate  the  difficulties  furmounted  by 
Peter  in  his  great  labour  of  reforming  the 
Ruffians.  An  enormous  fnake,  by  which 
Envy  is  typefied,  appears,  though  ftill  lifting 
its  head,  to  be  trampled  upon  by  the  hind- 
-feet  of  the  horfe.  1  confefs  this  feems  to  me 
both  a  conceit  and  a  common  place  ornament. 
Betides,  as  benign  and  complacent  emotions 
are  intended  to  be  the  general  eflFeQ  pro- 
duced by  the  Statue  in  the  beholder,  the  cir- 
cumftance  now  mentioned  conveys  too  much 
of  a  different  feeling.  For,  in  works  of  tafte, 
unity  of  feehng  is  of  no  fmall  importance. 

N    ,  The 
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The  fnake,  however,  ferves  a  more  convenient 
purpofe;  and  is  very  ufeful  in  Supporting  or 
in  fixing  the  horfe's  tail. 

Peter  is  in  the  attitude  of  ftretching  out 
one  of  his  arms.  He  is  thus  intended  to  ex- 
prefs  parental  affedion  for  his  people :  and 
v^rhen  we  are  told  that  this  is  the  artift's  in- 
tention, we  are  fatisfied  that  he  has  done 
what  he  purpofed.  The  expreffion  of  the 
countenance  is  happy  and  charadleriftic :  you 
fee  in  it  aflFcdion  and  wifdom ;  not,  howevert 
without  fome  lineaments  of  that  ferocity  which 
ferved  as  a  foil  to  Peter's  amazing  merit.  At 
the  fame  time,  I  could  have  wifhed  that  the 
work,  which,  in  other  refpeds,  is  really  ex- 
quifite,  had  been  lefs  allegorical.  The  graces 
and  beauties  of  allegory  fubmit  not  their  de- 
licate tints  and  features  either  to  the  pencil  or 
the  chifel.  They  are  challenged  by  the 
mufe  alone*  ■  The  drapery^in  this  ftatue  1%% 
with  great  judgment,  intended  to  be  as  fimple 
as  poffible.  It  exhibits  the  original  drefs  o£ 
the  Ruffians.  The  ftatue,  you  may  be  fure* 
is  a  topic  of  converfation  here  at  prefent; 
and  this  laft:  circumftance  has  given  occafioQ 
for  fome  good  criticifm  on  the  Cojiume. 

The 
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Tbe  rock  intended  for  the  pedeftal,  is  it- 
felf  a  curiofity.  I  went  lately  into  Carelia^ 
where  it  now  lies,  that  I  might  fee  it  in  its 
natural  ftate.  It  was  then  forty  feet  long, 
twenty-two  in  breadth,  and  twenty-two  in 
height ;  but  before  it  be  brought  to  St.  Peterf- 
burg,  it  will  probably  be  a  good  deal  curtailed* 
It  is  quite  detached,  lying  a  little  way  below 
the  furface  of  the  earth,  and  is  altogether  un- 
connedled  with  any  ftratum  of  ftone  or  of 
rock.  In  its  compofition  it  feem»  to  contain 
a  great  deal  of  granite  and  onyx.  It  admits 
of  an  exquifite  polifh ;  anddifplays  fome  beau-^ 
tiful  mixtures  of  white,  black,  and  grey.  In 
fome  of  its  veins  it  fparkles  ;  and  fome  of  its 
ftreaks  exhibit  a  fine  mixture  of  pale  red,  or 
blufh  colour.  Ear-rings  and  fleeve-buttons,  cut 
out  of  the  fragments  of  this  rock,  are  at  pre- 
fent  very  fafhionable.  It  is  to  be  conveyed  to 
the  fide  of  the  Neva  on  a  machine  drawn  by 
men :  it  is  there  to  be  put  on  board  a  large 
barge,  and  to  be  towed  by  boats  to  the  city. 

The  artift  who  is  engaged  in  this  immortal 
work,  has  brought  with  him  to  this  place  a' 
fine  marble  figure,  intended  as  an  allegorical 
reprefentation  of  Winter.     A  very  proper  or- 
nament, you  will  fay,  for  the  metropolis  of  a 

N  2  northern 
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northern  empire.  There  is,  however,  feme* 
thing  very  particular  in  the  nature  af  the  de- 
fign.  \Vinter  is  reprefented  as  a  female,  very 
beautiful,  and  very  young.  She  is  arrayed  in 
loofe  drapery ;  her  countenance  h  fexpreffive 
of  the  moft  tender  afFedion,  as  ihe  appears 
gracefuHy  bending  over  feme  winter  flowfers, 
and  in  the  ad  of  proteding  them,  with  la  fold 
of  her  garment,  from  the  feverity  of  the  wea* 
then  But  how,  you  will  afk,  as  I  took  th« 
liberty  of  doing,  are  we  to  know  that  this  is 
Winter  ?  By  the  following — (hall  I  venture 
to  fay,  conceit  ? — Near  her,  on  the  pedeftali  is 
an  earthen  vafe  filled  with  water  :  the  fluid, 
by  expanfion  occafioned  by  the  froft,  had 
hurft  the  edge  of  the  veflel,  and  the  broken 
fragment  is  lying  befide  if!  But  my  chief 
objedion  is  againft  the  general  defijgn. 
Ought  not  Winter,  agreeably  to  the  condud 
both  of  poets  and  painters,  to  appear  herfelf 
not  infenfible  to  the  efFeds  of  cold  ?  Is  not 
Death,  when  perfonified,  reprefented  as  a 
fkeleton  ?  or  fuch  as  Milton  has  reprefented 
him  ?  And  is  not  Danger,  exhibited  by  Col- 
lins, in  adual  danger  ? 


Danger !  whofe  linjbs  of  giant  mould. 
What  mortal  eye  can  fix*d  behold  ? 


Who 
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Who  ftalks  his  round,  an  hideous  form. 
Howling  amid  the  midnight  ftorm ; 
Or  throws  him  on  the  ridgy  deep 
Of  fomc  loofe  hanging  rock  to  flecp. 

Fear,  by  the  fame  Poet,  appears  ftarting,  fly- 
ing, apd  in  (Jiforder : 

Ah,  Fear !  ah,  frantic  Fear ! 

I  fee,  I  fee  thee  ncarj 
I  know^hy  hurried  ftep,  thy  haggard  eye. 
Like  thee  I  ftart,  like  thee  diibrdcr'd  fly. 

Defpair,  loo,  according  to  the  mafterly  deli- 
neation of  Spenfer,  is  reprcfentcd  as  fuflFcring 
the  rooft  excruciating  toroientt 

**  Thefe  writers,*'  replies  the  artift,  who 
is  alfo  an  acute  critic,  ''  have  conducted 
**  themfelves  erroneoufly.  1  follow  a  plan 
*'  more  confiftent,  and  more  corred.  I  re- 
**  prefent  the  Ppwer  who  prefides  over  the 
"  feafon;  who  has  the  fole  management  of 
**  frofts  and  of  tempefts;  and  cannot  there* 
fore  be  fuppofed  to  fuffer  by  their  ioclc- 
mency.'*  The  thought  is  ingenious;  bi)C 
I  cannot  fubfcribe  to  the  doilrine.  The  dif- 
cuffion  of  this  point,  Jiowever,  would  involw 
me  in  a  longer  letter  than  I  have  leifure  to 
l¥rite  at  prefect.     Adieq, 
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LETTER    XXVII. 


fables  imitated  from  the  German  of  Gellekt. 


DEAR    SIR,  St.Pclcrlborg,  I770, 

THE  raoft  popular  among  the  living  au- 
thors in  Germany,  in  fo  far  as  I  may 
judge  from  what  I  can  hear  of  German  lite- 
rature in  this  place,  is  the  famous  Gellert. 
He  is  a  profeflbr  at  Leiplig ;  and  is  univerfally 
celebrated,  not  only  as  a  man  of  diftinguiflii- 
ed  ability,  but  of  great  worth.  As  an  author, 
he  is  particularly  diftinguifhed  for  fmooth- 
nefs  of  verfification,  propriety  of  expreffion, 
and  elegance,  rather  than  ftrength  of  inven- 
tion. His  works  are  of  different  kinds ; 
Letters,  tales,  and  fables.  In  the  apologue, 
he  is  confidered  as  the  Phaedrus  of  Germany 
1  fliall  therefore  conclude  the  fpecimens  I  have 
already  given  you  of  German  literature,  witli 
the  following  imitations  of  fome  of  his  fables^ 
^\kcj  are  imitations,  rather  tranflations:    I 
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would  have  rendered  them  into  verfe,  if  I  had 
felt  myfelf  ina  mood  for  rhyming;  or  rather 
if  I  had  thought  myfelf  equal  to  the  talk. 
Nor  can  I  pretend  to  any  thing  elfe  in  the 
fubfequent  outlines,  than  to  give  you  fome 
notion  of  the  inventive  powers  df  an  author* 
whom  his  countrymen  have  ranked  very  high 
among  thofe  that  excel  in  elegant  compofi- 
tion.  ***** 

I. 

The  NIGHTINGALE  and  the  LARK. 

A  Lesson  to  Poets. 

WHILE  a  Nightingale  chanted  in  the  midft 
of  a  foreft,  the  neighbouring  hills  and  val- 
leys were  delighted  with  her  exquifite  me- 
lody. Every  wild  bird  forgot  to  fing,.liften- 
ing  with  fond  admiration.  Aurora  tarried 
behind  the  hill,  attending^  to  her  mufical  ca- 
dences ;  and  Philomel,  in  honour  of  the  god- 
defs,  warbled  with  unufual  fweetnefs.  At 
length  (he  paufed,  and  the  Lark  took  the  opr 
portunity  of  thus  addreffing  her :  **  Your 
**  mufic  meets  with  juft  approbation;  the 
'^  variety,  the  clearnefs,  and  tendernefs  of  the 

N  4  ^  noteg 
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**  notejB  are  inimitable  :  neTcrtHelefs,  ih  tihi 
•*  cirfciJtoftdince  1  am  enfiiled  to  d  preference, 
*'  My  melody  is  uninterrupted  J  and  every 
**  morning  is  ufhered  \vith  my  gi^atuldtions. 
*'  Your  fong,  on  tbe  contrary,  is  hcaifd  but 
•*  feldoili ;  and,  except  during  a  few  weeki 
^*in  the  fummer,  you  have  no  claim  to  pe- 
*'  culiar  attention/'  *vYou  have  merltioh- 
*'  cd,'*  replied  the  Nightingale,  "  the  Vttf 
**  caufe  of  my  fuperior  excellence.  I  attend 
"  to,  and  obey,  the  didlates  of  Nature.  I  ne- 
**  ver  flng  but  by  het  incitetlieiit,  nor  ever 
*«  yield  to  importunate,  but  unipfpired  inclina- 
r  tion/V 

ne  TRAVELLER. 

DURING  the  violence  of  a  ftorm,  a  Travel- 
ler implored  relief  from  Jupiter,  and  intreat- 
ed  him  to  afluage  the  tempeft.  But  Jupiter 
lent  a  deaf  ear  to  his  intreaty.  Struggling 
with  the  unabating  fury  of  the^hirlwind* 
tired,  and  far  from  ftielter,  he  grew  peevifh 
pnd  difcontented,  **  It  is  thus .  (he  faid) 
**  the  Gcds,  to  whom  our  facrifices  are  offer- 
"  ed;  daily,  heedlefs  of  our    welfare,  and 

*^  amufed 
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^  amufed  with  our  rufferingS)  make  an  often* 
«*  tatious  parade  of  their  Omnipotence."  At 
lengthy  approaching  the  verge  of  a  foreft 
**  Here,*'  he  cried,  **  I  fliall  find  that  fuccour 
'*  and  pfotedion  which  Heaven,  either  unable 
*'  or  unwilling,  hath  refufed."  But  as  he 
advanced,  a  robber  rofe  fuddenly  from  a 
brake ;  and  our  Traveller,  impelled  by  inftant 
tierror,  and  the  profpe^of  great  danger,  be* 
tOdk  hiolfelf  to  flight^  eicpofing  bimfelf  to 
\ht  teiftap^ft  df  ^hich  he  had  (o  bitterly  com- 
|)iained.  Hit  enemy,  mean  while,  fitting  an 
A)cf6^  to  his  boWi  took  exad  aim  i  but  the 
bow-ftring  being  relaxed  with  the  moifturct 
the  deadly  weapon  fell  fhort  of  its  mark,  and 
the  Traveller  efcaped  uninjured.  As  he  con« 
tinned  his  journey,  a  voice  iffued  awful  from 
the  clouds:  ^^  Meditate  on  the  providence  as 
**  well  as  on  the  power  of  Heaven.  The 
«*  ftdhn  which  you  deprecated  fo  blafphe- 
"^^  mot^dyt  hath  been  the  fneanfi  of  your  pre- 
**  fervatioh.  Had  not  the  bow-ftring  of  your 
**  enemy  beeA  tendeted  ufelefs  by  the  rain, 
^*  you  h^d  fallen  a  prey  to  his  violence  !'* 


III. 
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IIL. 
A   Well-timed  REBUKE. 

PHILINDA,  in  the  bloom  of  -youth  and 
beauty,  foon  became  confcious  of  her  charms. 
Like  other  comely  maids>  fhe  attired  hcrfelf 
in  gaudy  apparel,  and  was  conflantly  confult- 
ing  her  mirror.  Her  brother,  a  grave  and 
formal  philofopher^  celebrated  for  his  erudi- 
tion, declaimed  againft  the  vanity  of  the  fex. 
•*  Have  a  care,"  replied  Philinda,  with  a 
fmile»  "  left  the  charge  be  retorted.  Hourly 
^*  I  take  counfel  with  my  mirror,  ^nd  hourly 
**  you  rphparfc  your  own  compofitions," 

IV. 
The  TEISFDER   WIFE. 

/ 

CX.ARINE  loved  her  huftand  with  fincere 
affedion  ;  for  they  had  been  only  fix  weeks 
married.  He  conftituted  her  fole  felicity ; 
for  he  was  exaClly  fuited  to  her  mind.  Their 
^efires  and  averfionj  were  the  fame.  It  was 
plarine's  ftudy,  by  diligent  attention,  to  anti^ 
cipate  her  hufbar\d's  wifties.  **  Such  a  wife,'" 
fays  my  male  reader,  who  entertains  thoughts 

of 
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of  matrimony,  **  fuch  a  wife  would  I  de- 
fire  I"  And  fuch  a  wife  may  ft  thou  enjoy. — 
Clarine's  hufband  fell  fick.  A  dangerous 
malady.  **  No  hope,"  faid  the  Phyficiao^ 
and  fhook  his  awful  wig.  Bitterly  wept  Cla- 
rine :  **  O  Death,  might  I  prefer  a  petition  ! 
^^  Spare,  O  fpare  my  huiband !  Let  me  be  the 
^^  vidim  in  his  ftead  !''  Death  heard,  appear- 
ed ;  **  and  what,"  cried  he,  **  is  thy  requeft  ?'* 
**  There,"  faid  Clarine,  trembling  and  afto- 
•*  niftied,  "  there  he  lies ;  pierced  with  in-p 
^*  tolerable  agony,  he  implores  thy  fpeedy 
•*  relief!" 

V. 

The    YELLOW    HAMMER    and 
NIGHTINGALE. 

A  Yellow  Hammer  and  a  Nightingale  were 
fufpended  in  their  cages  at  the  outfide  of  Da- 
mon's window.  The  Nightingale  began  to 
warble,  and  Damon's  child  was  fmit  with  ad- 
miration of  his  melody.  "  Which  of  the 
**  birds,"  faid  he,  "  fings  fo  delightfully  ?" 
^*  I  will  fhew  you  them,**'  anfwered  the  fa- 
ther, **  and  you  may  guefs."  The  boy 
fixed    his    eye  .  on   the  Yellow    Hammer : 

^«  This 
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*^  This  muft  be  the  faogfter.  How  beauti- 
**  fully  painted  are  his  feathers  !  The  other, 
•*  you  may  fee  by  his  plumage,  is  quite  un- 
**  muiicaU  and  good  for  nothing  !"  **  The 
•*  Tttlgar,'*  iaid  Damon,  •^  judge  precifely  af- 
*^  ter  the  fame  manner,  and  form  their  opt- 
**  nidn  of  merit  merely  by  external  appear- 
^  ance." 

VI. 
Tk^  FOX  anJ  MAGPIE. 

SAID  Renard  to  a  Magpie,  **  May  I  pre- 
**  fume  to  alk  the  fubjed  of  your  inceffant 
**  difcourfe  ?  Doubtlefe  you  difcufs  many  cu- 
**  rious  and  important  inquiries."  "  True,** 
anfwered  the  Magpie,  "  1  minifter  truth  and 
^  inftrudion  to  the  public.  From  the  eagle 
*^  even  to  the  bat,  all  partake  of  my  wifdom." 
**  May  I  requeft  a  fpecimen  of  your  know- 
^  ledge  ?*'  faid  the  Fox,  with  a  fubmiflive 
tone. — Asa  quack- dodlor  mounts  the  ftage, 
,  extols  the  virtue  of  hisiirugs,  draw5  out  a  vo- 
lumiuous  handkerchief,. and  coughs,  and  fpitSt 
and  harangues.;  fo  the  Magpie,  ikippiog 
from  bough  to  bough,  whetting  his  beak,  and 
•afi*uming  an  air  of  profouad  iiigacity  and  im- 
..poftance,  addreffed  his  difciple:    **  My  chief 

9  !*  delight 
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*^  delight  is  in  comiminicating  and  difFufing 
"  knowledge.  Attend  to  the  following 
**  theory,  proved  hy  inconteftable  fads,  and 
**  of  fignal  confequence  to  the  welfare  of 
"  foxes  :-^Have  you  not  hitherto  im^iaed, 
that  it  is  by  four  feet  alone  that  you  per- 
form the  operations  of  running  and  walk^ 
'*  ing?"  **  Certainly,"  faid  Renard.  "Then 
**  be  affuredr  added  the  inftruftor,  "  that 
^^  you  have  laboured  under  a  groft  mifappre*. 
**  henfion,  I  will  evince,  by  irrefragable  ar*- 
**  gupenta,  that  you  run,  walk,  and  ikip 
**  upon  five  feet.  When  you  run,  your  foot 
**  moves;  and  when  you  neither  walk  nor. 
run,  your  foot  is  at  reft.  Again,  when  you 
^  walk,  your  tail  touches  the  ground.  Thcfe 
"  principles  are  fimple  .and  felf-evident. 
"  Mark  the  confequence.  When  your  foot 
**  moves,  your  tail  moves ;  your  foot  moves 
from  one  place  to  another;  and  fo  does 
your  tail.  And,  again,  when  you  rua 
full  fpeed,  your  tail  touches  the  ground ; 
therefore  your  tail  is  your  fifth  foot: 
C^E.  D."  "  Excellent,"  cried  the  Fox, 
"  the  lefs  we  know,  the  readier  we  are  to  jn- 
*^  ftruft  and  de.monftrate." 

VII. 
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VIL 
The   PAINtER. 

A  fkilful  Painter  ftxewed  a  pidurc  of 
Mars  to  a  ConnoifTeur,  and  afked  his  opinion 
concerning  it.  The  ConnoifTeur  examined  it 
clofely,  and  fpoke  his  fcntiments  without  re- 
ferve.  He  fold  him  he  difliked  it;  alleging 
many  good  reafonj  for  his  diflike.  But  the 
artift  was  of  a  different  mind ;  and  his  friend 
difputed  with  him  at  great  length,  without 
being  able  to  convince  him.  Meantime  a 
Fop  entered  the  room ;  and  cafting  a  fuperfi- 
cial  glance  at  the  pidlure,  "  Good  Heavens  !" 
cried  he,  in  an  extafy  of  admiration,  **  what 
^*  a  mafter-piece  of  art  and  invention  !  what 
an  elegant  foot !  and  how  exadly  are  the 
nails  proportioned  !  Mars  lives  in  the  pic- 
ture !  What  ingenuity  in  that  fhield  !  and 
"  how  much  Ikill  in  the  execution  of  the 
*•  helmet !"  The  Painter  was  covered  with 
utter  fliame  and  confufion.  **  Now,"  faid 
he,  "  I  am  convinced  of  my  tniftake  :''  And 
the  moment  his  applauding  vifitant  withdrew, 

he  expunged  the  godhead. The  work  is 

bad,  if  a  judge  difapproves ;  if^a  fool  praifes, 
craze» 

6  VIII. 
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VIII. 
The   HIDDEN    TREASURE. 

A  FATHER,  on  his  death-bed,  thus  ad- 
dreffed  his  Son :  "  Providing  for  your  welfare* 

**  I  laid  up  a  Treafure "  Death  interrupted 

him;  for,  \^ithout  finiftiing  his  fpeech,  he 
died.  "  A  Treafure  1"  faid  the  Son ;  **  but 
"  where  ?" — As  foon,  therefore, as  the  funeral 
ceremonies  were  performed^  he  gathered  his 
friends  and  neighbours,  and,  with  fpadeft  and 
pick-axes,  turned  up  the  adjacent  fields. 
Their  fearch  was  fruitlefs,  and  the  young 
man,  in  defpair,  difmifled  them.  But  looking 
accidentally  into  the  bed  where  his  Father  died» 
he  found  the  Treafure.  "  In  like  manner/' 
fays  the  Moralift,  "  we  often  negledl  the  di- 
^  red  and  immediate  means  of  difcovering 
*^  the  truth,  and  defpife  them  becaufe  they 
"  are  eafy." 
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LETTER    XXVIIL 


The  Slavery  qf  the  Rujian  Peafants. 


DEAR   SIR, 

T  WILL  endeavour,  in  fofar  asipyrownoh?- 
•  fervatioQ  extends,  and  in  fo  ;far  as  I  may 
depend  on  the  information  J  .liaye  received 
from  others^  to  fatisfy  your  enquifies  concern- 
ing the  political  fttuation,  and  ns^tional  ahai- 
rader,  of  the  Ruffijans.  On  this  fubjeflt  J 
ihall  lay  the  fads  and  Qbfervatioqs  before 
y(Ou  in  the  order  in  which  they  occiir ;  ^and 
with  fuch  occafional  incident  oranecdoteS)  aft 
may  tend  to  illuilrate  any  general  jemftrk. 
Nor  will  I  trouble  you  with  any  fepology  for 
a  method,  if  it  may  be  termed  method,  fo  very 
defultory.  In  truth,  I  want  leifure,  and,  per- 
haps, many  other  requifites,  for  compofing  a 
forihal  treatife.  I  will  therefore  confole  my- 
felf,  and  endeavour  to  fatisfy  you,  by  obferv- 
ing,  that,  for  the  purpofes  of  mere  araufe- 
ment,  the  arrangement  I  have  chofen  is  per* 

hap» 
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iiaps  as  proper  ad  any  other.  I  have  alfo  to 
premife,  that  if  any  thing  fevere  fhall  happen 
to  efcape  me  concerning  thefdrm  of  the  Ruf- 
fian government,  it  can  only  be  concerning 
ihcjbrm^  and  without  any  view  to  the  prelent 
adminiftrdtion.  I  believe  fincerely  that  no 
defpoti  or,  if  you  likie  the  tferm  better,  no  ab- 
folUte  monarch,  ever  ruled  With  more  pru^ 
derice,  oi-  ftudied  the  welfare  bf  his  peopld 
with  more  reditude  of  intention,  than  the  pre- 
fent  Emprefs  of  Ruffia.  Yet  it  is  impoffible 
for  a  native  of  Britain,  giving  an  account  of 
this  country  to  an  Engliflimkn,  ndt  to  exprefs 
fuch  feelings  and  refledions,  as  i  comparifbh 
bet  wee  ti  the  Britifh  government,  and  that  c£ 
cither  nations,  muft  naturally  fuggeft; 

The  pealants  in  Ruffiaj  that  is  to  fay,  the 
greateft  part  of  the  fubjeds  of  this  empire^ 
are  in  a  ftate  of  abjefl:  flavery ;  dnd  arc 
reckoned  the  property  of  the  nobles  to  whom 
they  belong,  as  much  as  their  dogs  and  horfes^ 
Indeed,  the  wealth  of  a  great  man  in  Ruffia 
is  not  computed  by  the  extent  of  land  he 
poffefTcs,  or  by  the  quantity  of  grain  he  can 
bring  to  market,  but  by  the  number  of  his 
flavcs.     Thofe  belonging  tcr  Prince  Shcreba- 

O  toff, 
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tofF,  and  conftituting  hia  fortune,  are  faid  to 
be  no  lefs  in  number  than  a  hundred  and 
twenty-feveo  thoufand. 

Every  flave  pays  about  a  ruble  *  yearly  to 
his  owner ;  and  if  he  be  in  the  way  of  mak- 
ing money,  the  tribute  he  pays  iat  augment- 
ed. In  general,  every  Ruffian  nobleman 
allots  to  the  peafapts  that  beloog  to  him,  a 
certain  portion  of  land  to  be  cultivated  by 
them,  the  produce  of  which,  excepting  what 
fuffices  for  their  own  maintenance,  is  paid  to 
the  proprietor.  Spraetimes  thofe  flaves  prac^ 
tife  trades,  or  engage  in  traffic ;  and  all  fuch 
perfons  pay  a  much  greater  fum  yearly  to 
their  owners,  than  is  done  by  the  labourer  of 
the  ground.  In  fa£t,  a  Ruffian  peafant  has 
no  property ;  every  thing  he  po^Teffes,  even 
the  miferable  raiment  that  fhelters  him  from 
the  cold,  may  be  feized  by  his  mafter  as  hid 
own,'  A  fcarpenter,  bping  known  to  have 
made  fome  money,  was  commanded  by  the 
rapacious  fteward  of  a  rapacious  Knaez,  to 
give  two  hundred  rubles  to  his  owner.  The 
man  obeyed,  and  brought  the  money  in  cop'^ 

•  FoMr  SWliog^, 
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J)er.  "  I  muft  have  it  in  filver/*  faid  thd 
fteward.  Th6  flavci  denying  that  he  had  fo 
inucH,  was  inftantly  fcourged  till  he  promifed 
to  fulfil  the  demand.  He  bi^ought  the  filver^ 
and  the  toVetous  fuperior  retained  both  the 
filveir  atid  copper. — - — ^Yoii  will  eafily  con- 
ceive^ that  met!  in  this  fituation,  if  they  are 
ever  enabled  to  improve  their  fortunes,  will 
conceal  their  wealth,  and  aflume  an  external 
ippcarahce  of  indigence  and  mifery. 

The  owner  has  alfo  the  power  of  felling  his 
flave,  or  of  hiring  his  labour  to  other  per- 
fons ;  and,  it  happens  fometimes^  that  a 
KnaeZy  or  Boy^grd,  fhall  give  a  flave  to  a 
neighbouring  Boyard  in  exchange  for  a  dog 
or  a  horfe.  The  owner  may  alfo  inflidt  on 
his  fiaves  whatever  punifliment  he  pleafesi 
aiid  for  any  fort  of  offence.  It  is  againftlaw^ 
indeed,  to  put  any  of  them  to  death ;  yet  it 
happens,  fometimes,  that  a  poor  flave  dies  of 
the  Wounds  he  receives  from  a  paffionate  and 
unrelenting  fuperior.  I  have  heard,  that  not 
long  ago  a  lady  at  Mofcow^  the  fitter  o^ 
Marifchal  S  ^  •>  ^•'  ■,  was  convicted  of  having 
put  to  death  upwards  of  feventy  fiaves,  by 
ii^rging,  and  by  infliiiling  upon  them  other* 

O  2  barbarous 
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barbarous  punifhments.  It  was  a  matter  of 
amufement  with  her  to  contrive  fuch  modes 
of  punifhment  as  were  whinifical  and  un- 
ufual.  Such  enormity,  however,  notwith- 
ftanding  her  rank,  and  the  great  power  which 
the  nobility  have  over  their  flaves,  was  not  to 
pafs  with  impunity*  She  was  tried,  was 
found  guilty,  and  condemned  to  (land  in  the 
market-place,  with  a  label  on  her  breaft  de- 
claring her  crime,  and  to  be  fhut  up  in  a  dun- 
geon. But  (he,  who  had  felt  no  reludance  in 
making  her^  fellow-creatures  fufFer  the  moft 
inhuman  torments,  and  had  even  amufed  her- 
felf  with  the  variety  of  their  fufFerings^  had 
fuch  a  fenfe  of  her  rank,  and  fuch  lively  feel* 
ings  of  her  own  difgrace,  that  pridei  {hame, 
and  refentment  deprived  her  of  her  reafon. 
In  truth,  both  the  crime  and  the  punifhment 
feem  to  me  ftrongly  marked  with  the  charac- 
ters of  barbarity. 

As  a  Ruffian  peafant  has  no  property,  can 
enjoy  none  of  the  fruits  of  his  own  labour 
more  than  is  fufficient  to  preferve  his  exift- 
ence,  and  can  tranfmit  nothing  to  his  children 
but  the  inheritance  of  wretched  bondage,. he 
thinks  of  nothing  beyond  the  prefent.     Yout 

are 
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are  not,  of  confequence,  to  expert  among 
them  much  induftry  and  exertion.  Expofed 
to  corporal  punifhment,  and  put  on  the  foot- 
ing of  irrational  animals,  how  can  they  pof^ 
fefs  that  fpirit  and  elevation  of  fentiment 
which  diftinguifh  the  natives  of  a  free  ftate  ? 
Treated  with  fo  much  inhumanity,  how  can 
they  be  humane  ?  I  am  confident,  that  moft 
of  the  defeds  which  appear  in  their  national 
charadter,  are  in  confequence  of  the  defpotifm 
of  the  Ruffian  government, 

I  mentioned  that  the  revenue  of  a  Ruffian 
nobleman  arifes  from  thofe  lands  which  are 
cultivated  by  his  flaves;  and  fometimes  in 
their  being  employed  in  other  occupations 
than  tillage.  They  often  come  from  diftant 
provinces,  and  are  either  employed  as  domef- 
tic  flaves,  mechanics,  or  as  day-labourers,  a,t 
Mofcow,  Peterfburg,  and  other  cities*  In 
thefe  cafes  they  muft  have  certificates  and  a 
written  permit,  fpecifying  their  names, 
owners,  and  the  time  they  are  allowed  to  be 
abfent.  When  they  come  to  aiiy  great  town, 
with  a  view  of  remaining  there,  and  engaging 
themfelves  in  any  work,  the  perfon  who  em- 
ploys them  mufl;  lodge  their  certificates  with 

O  3  the 
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the  mafter  of  the  police  in  the  place  where 
they  are  about  to  refide.  After  remaining 
their  allotted  time,  they  muft  return  to  their 
former  owners,  and   muft  be  accountable  to 

them  for  every  thing  they  have  earned, — To 
thefe  pradices  the  Emprefs  alludes  in  thefoU 
lowing  paflages,  in  her  inftrudions  to  the  de- 
puties aflembled  for  making  laws:^^ — *^  It 
**  feems  too,  that  the  method  of  exadling 
^'  their  revenues,  invented  by  the  lords,  di- 
*'  minifies  both  the  inhabitants,  and  the  fpi- 
^'  lit  of  agriculture,  in  Ruffi^.  Almoft  all 
"  the  villages  are  heavily  taxed.  The  lords, 
^'  who  feldom  or  never  refide  in  their  vil-» 

^'  lages,  lay  an  import  on  every  head,  of  one^ 
"  two,  and  even  five  rubles,  without  the  leaft 
^'  regard  to  the  means  by  which  their  peafants 
^'  may  be  able  to  raife  thip  money.  It  is 
**  highly  neceflary  that  the  law  fhould  pre-» 
"  fcribe  a  rule  to  the  lords,  for  a  more  judi- 
"  cious  method  of  railing  their  revenues; 
*'  and  oblige  them  to  levy  fuch  a  tax  as  tends 
^'  leaft  to  feparate  the  peafant  f^-otn  his  houfe 
^'  and  family :  this  would  be  the  means  by 
"  which  agriculture  would  become  more  ex- 
^*  tenfive,  and  population  more  increafed  in 
^'  the  eippire;     Evep  now,  fojpe  hulbandmea 

^'  dQ 
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^*  do  not  fee  their  houfes  for  fifteen  years  to- 
*^  gether,  and  yet  pay  the  tax  annually  to 
"  their  refpedive  lords ;  which  they  procure 
"  in.  towns  at  a  vaft  diftance  from  their  fami- 
"  lies,  and  wander  over  the  whole  empire  for 
that  purpofe/^ 


i( 


Another  hardfhip  to  which  the  Ruffian  pea- 
fants  are  expofed,  is,  that  they  are  obliged  to 
marry  whatfoeverperfons,or  at  what  lime  their 
fuperiors  pleafe.  Every  flave  who  is  a  father, 
pays  i  certain  tax  to  his  owner  for  each  of  his 
children  ;  and  the  owner  is  therefore  folicit- 
ous  that  a  new  progeny  be  raifed  as  foon  as 
poffible.  Marriages  of  this  fort  n\uft  produce 
little  happinefs ;  neither  hufband  nor  wife  are 
very  ftudious  of  conjugal  fidelity  :  hence  the 
lower  clafles  are  as  profligate  as  can  poffibly 
be  conceived  ;  and,  in  fuch  circumfi:ances,  we 
cannot  expe£t  that  th^y  will  have  much  care 
of  their  children. 

The  condition  of  thofe  peafants  who  arc 
immediate  flaves  of  the  crown,  is  reckoned 
lefs  wretched  ^han  the  condition  of  thofe  who 
belong  to  the  nobility ;  and  they  are  of  three 
kinds ;    The  firfl  are  thofe  who,  having  either 

O  4  fecretly, 
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fecretly,  or  by  the  favour  of  a  humane  fupe- 
rior,  been  able  to  procure  as  much  money  as 
may  enable  them  to  purchafe  their  freedom, 
have  alfo  the  good  luck  to  live  under  a  fu- 
perior  who  is  equitable  enough  to  free  them 
for  the  fum  they  offer.  Such  perfons,  aiid 
their  children,  are  ever  after  immediate  flaves 
of  the  crown.  On  the  fame  footing  are  all 
priefts  and  their  children  ;  though  the  de- 
pendance  of  the  inferior  upon  the  fuperior 
clergy,  is  fometimes  as  grievous  as  the  moft 
painful  bondage.  Soldiers  alfo,  and  their 
children ;  and  this  clafs  includes  the  whole 
body  of  the  nobility,  are  immediate  flaves  of 
the  crown; 

O  fortunatos  nimiumj  fua  fi  bona  norint, 
Bricannos! 

Adieu, 
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LETTER     XXIX. 

The  Perfons — Food- — Drefs^-^Houfes'^and 
Names  of  the  Ruffian  Peafants. 


THE  Ruffians  are  tall,  robuft,  and  well- 
proportioned ;  their  teeth  are  remark- 
ably good ;  their  hair  is  in  general  black,  and 
their  complexions  ruddy.  I  have  fcarcely 
feen  any  red-haired  perfons  among  them; 
and  thofe  who  are  fair,  are  not  fo  good-lookr 
ing  as  thofe  who  are  dark-complexioned. 
Squinting  or  fluttering  are  feldom  met  with; 
and  you  fee  few  or  npne  who  are  either  lame 
or  deformed.  Perhaps,  from  the  little  care 
the  poor  people  can  have  of  their  children, 
and  from  the  mifery  of  their  enflaved  condi- 
tion, pioft  of  thofe  who  are  feeble  and  ill- 
formed  die  in  their  infancy.  Indeed  I  have 
heard  another  reafon  alleged  for  the  few  lame 
and  Reformed  people  that  appear  in  Peterf- 
burg.      The^  Emprefs  Elizabeth,  it   is   faid, 

had 
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had  fo  much  delicacy,  that  (he  could  not  bear 
to  behold  fuch  perfons ;  and  therefore  prohi- 
bited their  appearing  in  the  places  where  flie 
chofe  to  refide.  This  caufe,  however,  now  ceafes 
to  operate ;  nor  have  I  heard  that  her  preTent 
majefty  was  ever  afHi£ted  with  fuch  averfions. 
—The  women  of  all  ranks  in  this  country, 
though  very  fprightly  and  very  gay,  for  ever 
dancing,  and  linging,  and  laughing,  and  talk- 
ing, have  not  the  fame  pretenfions  that  the 
men  have  to  good  looks,  and  the  graces  of 
external  appearance.  They  have  no  delicacy 
of  fhape  ;  and  their  complexions  are  - 
what  they  pleafe.  For  thofe  even  in  the 
loweft  condition,  if  they  are  able  to  afford  it, 
bedaub  their  faces  with  red.  Red  is  the  fa- 
vourite  colour  here,  infomuch,  that  the  word 
denoting  it  in  the  Ruffian  language,  is  fyno- 
nymous  with  beautiful. 

The  Ruffian  peafants  eat  a  kind  of  black 
bread,  made  of  rye,  barley,  buck- wheat,' and 
other  grains  of  an  inferior  quality  ;  it. is  four, 
but  not  unwholefome.  They  alfo  eat  a  great 
deal  of  garlic,  coarfe  oil,  and  fifti.  They 
make  no  cheefe ;  and  are  not  much  acquaint- 
etJ  with  the  qfes  of  milk.     They  drink  a  bad 

kind 
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kind   of  mead,  and  liquors  made   of  wild 
fruits  ;  but  their  chief  potation,  and  of  which 
they  partake  very  freely,  is  extracted  from 
the  corns  which  their   country  produces. — 
What  Tacitus  fays  of  the  ancient  Germans  is» 
in  this  circumftance,  quite  applicable  to  the 
Ruffians :  "  Potui  humor  ex  hordeo  aut  fru-^ 
**  mento,  in  quondam  fimilitudinem  vini  cor-* 
^  ruptus.— Sine  apparatu,  fine  blandimentis 
^*  expellunt  famem :     adverfus    fitim,    non 
"  eadem  temperantia.'*      "  Their  drink  is  a 
"liquor   prepared    from    barley   or   wheat; 
**  corrupted   into   a   certain   refemblance  of 
"  wine. — They  fatisfy  hunger  without  regard 
"  to  the  elegancies  and  delicacies  of  the  table, 
^*  In    quenching   their    thirft   they   are    not 
*'  equally  temperate  *." 

Though  they  are  in  general  ftrong  and 
heahhy,  they  are  fometimes  attacked  by  fe- 
vere  difeafes.  Their  fifh  diet  in  Lent  brings 
upon  them  violent  fluxes.  They  are  alfo 
fubje£t  to  fcorbutic  diforders,  for  which,  howr 
ever,  Nature  provides  an  excellent  antidote  ia 
iJie  berries  that  grow  native  in  Ruffia,     Thefe 

*  Aikin: 

3rs 
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are  the  marofhki  *  ;  a  berry  in  fize  and  (hape 
like  a  mulberry,  but  hard,  of  a  reddifli  or 
yellowifti  colour,  having  a  fubacid  tafte,  with 
little  Q.a,vo]ar,  and  growing  on  a  foiall  plant 
about  half  a  foot  high  5  the  glukbi,  or  cran- 
berry; wild  ftrawberrics  ;   and  hurtleberries, 

Their  drefs,  I  mean  that  of  the  Ruffian 
peafants,  is  very  fimple,  and  well  fuited  to 
their  rigorpus  climate.  It  confifts  of  ikins, 
coarfe  woollen  clot;b>  and  coarfe  linen,  which 
they  ufe  for  ihirts  or  drawers.  Their  upper 
garment  is  a  large  frock,  reaching  to  their 
knees,  folding  over  before,  and  faftened  about 
the  middle  with  a  girdle.  In  the  various  and 
glaring  colours  of  the  girdle,  they  fometimes 
endeavour  to  difplay  their  tafte. ;  They  have 
pieces  of  cloth  wrapped  in  a  variety  of  folds 
about  their  legs,  and  faftened  with  ftrings; 

*  Cloudberry — ^.ubus  chamoemorus  fbllHs  (Implicibus  Iq* 

katis,  caule  inermi  UDiHoro. The  Swedes  and  Nocvegiant 

cfteem  cloudberries  to  be  an  excellent  antifcorbutic ;  they  pre- 
ferve  great  quantities  of  them  in  the  autumo,  to  make  tartt 
and  other  confe6lions.  The  Laplanders  bruife  and  eat  them» 
as  a  delicious  food,  in  the  milk  of  the  rein-deer  ;  and  to  pre- 
serve them  through  the  winter,  they  bury  them  in  fnow,  and 
at  the  return  of  fpring  find  them  as  frefn  and  good,  as  when 
at  firH  gathered.  -     Liohtfoot^ 
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nor  do  they  feem  at  all  felicitous  of  exhibit- 
ing in  this  limb  any  qualities  of  fhape  or  pro- 
portion. Their  necks  are  naked,  and  expofed 
to  the  weather,  and,  of  confequence,  they  re- 
femble  bulls  necks.  They  have  long  beards 
and  bufhy  hair ;  and  have  their  heads  cover- 
ed with  worfted  or  fur  caps,  rifing  for  the 
moft  part  in  a  conic  form.  Every  Ruffian,  of 
what  rank  foever,  ufually  wears  upon  his  bread, 

and  hanging  by  a  ribbon  or  firing  tied  about 
his  neck,  a  fmall  crofs  of  gold,  filver,  or  lead. 
They  receive  thefe  croffes  from  their  God-fa- 
thers at  their  baptifm;  and  they  never  part 
with  them  as  long  as  they  live. 

Their  houfes  are  made  of  wood,  and  con-* 
ftruded  in  a  very  particular  manner.  A 
number  of  large  trees  are  (tripped  of  their 
bark;  they  are  not  cut  into  deals,  but  are 
laid  clofe  and  horizontally  upon  one  another ; 
they  are  fattened  at  the  end  with  wooden 
pegs ;  and  thus,  by  fixing  the  end  of  one  tree 
into  another,  they  conftitute  the  walls.  The 
roof  is  fometimes  of  boards,  and  fometimes 
thatched.  I  have  heard,  that  houfes  of  this 
fort  are  frequently  placed  on  wheels,  fo  as  to 
be  moveable  from  one  place  to  another.     The 

Ruffians, 
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Ruffians^  in  conftruding  their  houfes,  makl^ 
ufe  of  very  few  inftrumcnts.  The  hatchet  is 
aljnoft  the  only  one  in  ufe  among  them  ;  it 
fcrvcs  them  even  for  a  faw  j  and  it  is  wonder- 
ful how  ftraight  and  regularly  they  can  cut 
with  it.  They  make  ufe  neither  of  the  plane 
nor  of  the  chiiel.  I  except  from  this  account 
thofe  who  are  profefled  carpenters. 

In  the  country,  the  Ruffians  generally  live  , 
in  fmall  villages  ;  the  ground  which  they  are 
to  labour  for  their  proprietors  is  in  the  neigh-^ 
bourhood  i  and  in  this  cafe,  every  man  is  his 
own  taylor,  carpenter,  and  flioemaker.  In 
every  village  there  are  fuperintendants,  petty 
tyrants ! 

In, (b  far  as  I  can  learn,  the  Ruffian  pea- 
fants  have  no  firrrames.  Incapable  of  hold-* 
ing  any  property,  and  having  nothi^ng  but 
bondage  to  tranftnit  to  their  children,  fuch 
diftinflion  is  ufelcfs.'  Thofe  among  them 
that  afFeft  firnames,  generally  take  the  name 
of  their  proprietor,  additionally  to  theif 
chriftian  name.  The  moft  common  chriftian 
names  that  I  have  heard  among  them  are^ 
Cufma,  Gregory,  Stephen ;  Ivan,  which  they 

tranilate 
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tranflate  John  ;  Vafili,  which  they  traiifiate 
William ;  Demetrius,  Alexis,  and  others,  ma- 
nifeftly  derived  from  their  neighbours  in  the 
ibuth.  This  circumftance  will  appear  to  you 
the  more  furprifing,  that  little  intercourfe 
fubfifted  between  the  Ruffians  and  the  fubjedls 
of  the  eaftern  empire.  It  is  owing  to  their 
religion.  According  to  the  tenets  of  the 
Greek  church,  every  day  in  the  year  is  facred 
to  fome  paplieular  faint ;  and  every  child  is 
believed  to  be  under  the  prote<9:ion  of  the  holy 
perfonage  who  was  homaged  on  hia  birth- 
day. Hence,  too,  unlefs  for  fome  very  parti- 
cular  reafoD,  all  Ruffian  children  are  called  by 
the  names  of  faints ;  and,  as  many  of  the 
faints  have  Greek  names,  the  Barbarians  by 
the  Ladago,  or  the  White  Sea,  are  called'  by 
appellations  familiar,  in  later  times,  in 
Athens  or  Byzantium.  It  follows,  of  confe- 
quence,  in  a  country  where  the  worfhip  of 
images  is  pradifed,  that  every  one  has  an 
image  of  the  fainted  perfon  who  protects  him, 
and  who  is  honoured  accordingly.  This 
image  is  fo  placed  in  the  corner  of  his  room, 
as  to  be  the  witnefs  of  all  his  adions,  and 
receive  humble  obeifance  as  he  enters 
the  door.     Hence,  in  every  houfe  and  fhop, 

you 


2o8  ANECDOTES  OF  THE 

you  fee  an  effigy  of  the  tutelary  faint ;  and,  in 
days  of  religious  folemnity,  a  wax  candle  or 
two  are  lighted  before  him.  But  though  the 
Ruffians  have  fuch  facred  witnefTes  of  their 
cohdudl,  they  foon  become  fo  familiar  with 
them,  as  to  hazard  the  pei'formance  of  any  afit 
whatfoever  before  them;  and  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  but  fome  of  the  fair  fex,  whoj 
in  cafes  of  irrefiflible  temptation,  have 
thought  of  veiling  with  an  apron  the  face  of 
the  blulhing  faint. — In  regard  to  firnames  I 
already  mentioned,  that  the  peafants,  in  fo  far 
as  I  could  learn,  have  no  fuch  appellation.  If 
there  are  feveral  of  a  name,  they  are  diftin* 
guifhed  from  each  other  by  taking  the  name 
of  their  father,  compounded  with  the  words, 
which,  in  their  language,  fignify  fon  or 
daughter,  and  fo  denoting  that  particular  re- 
lation. Thus,  Ivan  Petrowits,  fignifies  Ivan 
the  fon  of  Peter  j  and  Anna  Ivanowna,  figni- 
fies Anna  the  daughter  of  Ivan.     Adieu. 
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^he  Salutations — parrels — and  Amufefnmts 

of  the  Ruffian  Peqfdnts. 


DEAR  SlJt^  ,      ' 

T  N  my  laft^  I  gave  you  fome  account  pf^  the 
•^  perfons,  food,  drefs,  houfes,  and  namds  of 
the  Ruffians.  The  cireumftances  I  fhall  now 
mention,  concerning .  their  falutations,  quar- 
rels, and  amufements,  may  giye  yqu  a  more 
particular  view  of  their  manners  and  national 
charadir. 

*     ■■       . 
Two  Ruffian  peafafits,  meeting  each  otheri 

take,  off  their  caps,  bow  moft  profoundly, 
fhake  hands,  wipe  their  beards,  kifs  one  ano- 
ther, and,  according  to  their  different  ages, 
call  one  another  brother  or  father,  or  by  fome 
appellation  that  expr^flcs  affedion. .  Both 
men  and  women  in  their  falutations  bow  very 
low.     I  was  much  ftruck  with  this  circum- 

P  fiance; 
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fiance ;  and  foon  founds  that^  in  their  obei<* 
fance  to  the  greats  and  in  the  worfhip  of  their 
faints,  they  were  early  trained  to  proflration 
and  pliancy  of  body*  Indeed,  the  fervile  fub* 
miffion  they  teftify  to  tlieir  fuperiors,  (ian  only 
be  equalled  by  the  haughty  ufage  they  meet 
with  in  return. 

Two  Ruffian  peafants,  if  they  fliould  hap-^ 
pen  to  quarreli  feldom  proceed  to  blows ;  but 
they  deal  abufe  with  great  profufion ;  and 
their  abufive  Ianguag<i  confifts  of  tl^  bafeft 
aliufions,  and  the  mc^  ihocktng  obfcenity. 
This  can  Icarcely  be  exemplified  in  the  man« 
ners  of  any  other  nation.  If  CTer  they  come 
to  blows,  the  conflid  haa  a  moft  ludicrous 
a{^arance;  they  know  nothing  of  th^ 
clenched  fift  of  an  Englifhman;  but  lay 
about  them  mofl;  uncouthly  with  open  hands 
and  extended  arms. 

I  know  iio  circumftance  by  which  the  na- 
tional charaftcr  of  any  people  may  more 
eafily  be  dctefled,  than  their  amufement?. 
When  men  divert  themfelves,  they  are  care- 

lefs,  unguarded^  and  unreferved :   then  the 
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heart,  and  all  its  latent  tendencies,  dlfguifed 
inclinations,  and  indulged  habits,  appear. 
Nor  am  I  acquainted  with  any  circumftance 
by  which  national  charafiers  are  more  diver- 
fified.  The  Romans  were  a  lefs  refined 
people  than  the  Greeks;  their  amufements 
accordingly  were  coarfer  and  more  fanguinary. 
In  like  manner  the  diverfions  of  the  French 
abd  Spaniards  mark  the  difference  of  their  na« 
tional  charader.  The  paflime  of  the  Spa* 
niards,  without  doors>  is  fierce  and  bloody; 
nor  is  the  Tores,  or  bull-fight,  of  which 
they  are  fo  paflionately  fond,  the  amufement 
of  men  only,  but  has  its  admirers  alfo  among 
the  women.     Hence  Butler  has  faid  of  them. 

That  Spantfli  heroes^  with  their  lances. 
At  OBce  wound  bulls  and  ladies'  fancies : 
And  he  acquires  the  nobleft  fpoufe 
That  widows  greateft  herds  of  cows. 

Chefs,  and  the  other  amufements  to  which  2^ 
Spaniard  has  recourfe  within  cloors,  are  cer- 
tainly very  grave  and  folemn.  How  different 
from  the  gaiety,  fprightlinefs,  good  humour, 
and  feeming  levity  of  a  Frenchman. 

P2  '         The 


211  ANECDOTES    OF   THE 

The  diverfioas  of  an  Englifhman  exhibit 
ftrength,  agility,  and  the  love  of  exertion. 
Thofe  of  a  Ruffian  exhibit  floth^  inadivity^ 
and  the  love  of  pleafure.  The  Ruffians,  in 
their  atnufements,  are  indeed  extremely  fo- 
cial.  They  aflemble  in  crowds,  fing,  drink, 
fwing  on  fee-faws^  are  drawn  up  and  down 
and  round  about  in  flying  chairs  fixed  upon 
wheels,  fome  with  a  perpendicular,  and  feme 
with  a  horizontal  motion. 

In  the  winter  feafon,  they  are  puihed  down^ 
ice-hills  and  gliflades.  Thofe  ice-hills  arc 
raifed  upon  the  river,  and  are  conftru£ted  of 
V^ooden  frames.  They  are  very  high;  fa 
that  you  afcend  fifty  or  fixty  fleps  on  the  fide 
behind  what  is  properly  called  the  gKfTade. 
The  fusnmit  is  flat,  and  enclofed  with  a  rail, 
in  order  that  thofe  who  indulge  themfelves  in 
this  amufernent,  may  have  room  to  ftand  and 
fufFer  no  inconvenience  in  the  defcent.  The 
ude  by  which  they  go  down  is  fo  fleep,  as  to 
be  juft  not  perpendicular.  Upon  this  fnow. 
having  been  piled,  and  water  poured,  it  be- 
comes a  precipice  of  the  fmoothefl  ice.  la 
defcending,  you  fit  upon  a  fmall  wooden  feat 
made  for  tlie  purpofe,  and  generally  in  the 

lap 
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lap  of  a  Ruffian,  who  fits  behind  to  dire<Sk 
your  courfe,  having  his  legs  extended  on  each 
fide  of  you.  In  ,this  pofture  you  are  puflied 
down  the  hill,  and  Aide  with  fuch  velocity, 
that  for  fome  feconds  you  cannot  breathe ; 
and  after  reaching  the  bottom,  the  impulfc 
you  have  received  carries  you  forward  fome 
hundred  paces.  There  are  commonly  two  of 
thefe  gliifades  erefted  almoft,  but  not  quite, 
oppofite  to  each  other;  and  at  fuch  a  diftance, 
as  that  you  are  carried  along  the  ice  from  one 
to  another.  Thus  you  may  go  down  the  one 
hill  and  up  the  other,  alternately,  as  often  as 
you  pleafe. — Skating  is  not  a  common  diver- 
fion,  becaufe  the  ice,  wher^  it  is  not  fwept,  is 
ufually  covered  with  fnow. — The  Ruffians  are 
alfo  fand  of  dancing ;  yet  their  dancing  does 
not  difplay  fo  much  nimblfenefs,  agility,  and 
livelinefs,  as  it  expreffes  the  fame  tainted  ima- 
gination, which  affumes  a  lefs  feducing  and 
more  boifterous  form  in  their  quarrels  and 
abufe. 

I  believe  I  may  reckon  their  bathing  rather 
an  amufement  than  a  religious  pradice.  In 
every  village,  efpecially'in  thofe  by  the  fide 
<?f  rivers,  where   they  are  generally    built, 
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there  is  a  fteam-*bath»  conilruifted  ufually  of 
ivood,  to  which  all  the  inhabitams»  both  male 
and  female,  repair  regularly  once  a  week. 
The  place  is  fo  infufFerably  hot,  that  a  per- 
fon  who  is  not  accuftomed  to  it,  cannot  remaia 
in  it  above  a  few  minutes.  But  thofe  to 
whom  it  is  not  unufual,  fit  quietly  for  a  long 
time  on  the  heated  bricks,  without  any  co« 
vering  whatfoever,  excepting  fome  branches 
of  birch,  of  which,  however,  they  hardly 
make  any  other  ufe  than  to  fcrub  themfelves. 
After,  they  have  fat  in  this  fituation,  till  they 
have  perfpired  abundantly,  they  run  out,  and 
plunge  headlong  into  the  river-  They  are 
excellent  fwimmers;  but  infte^d  of  fwimmiog 
like  frogs,  as  we  do,  they  imitate  rather  the 
jnotion  of  dogs.  I  once  faw  one  of  thofe 
baths  catch  fire;  the  weather  was  dryj  it 
blazed  up  in  a  moment,  and  the  whole  bevy 
it  contained,  ran  with  the  utmoft  confterna- 
tion  into  the  water,  fcreaming  and  plunging, 
and  looking  back  as  if  they  thought  the  flames 
were  purfuing  them. 

You  will  perhaps  imagine,  that  the  praci* 
tice  of  ufing  the  bath,  as  defcribed  above, 
contributes  to  the  Ucentioufnefs  of  mannera, 

fo 
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ib  remarkable  in  the  lower  clafles  among  tbe 
Ruffians.  No  doubt  it  does;  but  Tome  other 
€ircumfiance8»  formerly  mentioned,  have  the 
fame  tendency.  The  power  poflfeffed  by  fu-^ 
periors  of  compelling  their  flaves  td  marry  &i 
they  fhall  direft,  if  ever  exerted,  muft  hi 
completely  deftruftive  of  domeftic  happinetl 
and  fidelity*  The  pradice  fo  common  among 
the  jjobles,  of  removing  their  flaves  from  o&fe 
place  to  another,  and  of  keeping  theni  a  lon^ 
time  feparated  from  their  families,  has  alfo 
the  fame  cfFe^.  You  will  readily  perceive 
that  this  muft  be  very  much  the  cafe^  whett 
they  are  fent  from  the  country  villages^  td 
earn  their  wages  in  Mofcow  and  St.  Petert- 
burg. 

You  will  have  remarked  too,  in  the  ac* 
counts  I  have  given  you,  that  the  lower 
clafles  here  are  very  focial,  and  much  addtded 
to  merriment.  They  are  even  infantine  in  thdr 
amufements.  Old,  bearded  boors  divert  them* 
felves  with  fuch  paftime  and  gambols,  as  in 
our  grave  country  we  ihould  think  too  trifling 
for  a  child.  The  truth  is,  that,  beyond  the 
prefent  moment,  they  have  nothing  either  to 
think  about,  or  care  for ;  and,  of  confequence, 

P  4  they 
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tiicy,  are  pcrfedly  thoUghtlcfe  aad  wrdefs, 
la  the  country  they  live  chiefly  in  villages; 
1¥hen  they  come  to  the  great  towns,,.ipany  of 
them  haying  no  houfes  of  their  own,  paft 
jQoft  of  their  time,  vvhen;  they  are  not  em* 
ployed  in  labour,  in  their  cabccks*,;  where 
jthey. drink,  talk,  and  fing  till  they  fall  afleep; 
^pd.oh  holidays  thjey  afTe^nble  together. in 
vacant  plapes  in  or-  nwf  the  city,  for  their 
cuftoqiary  exercifes  and  amufements. .  Thofe 
two  pircumftanccs,  thereforci  namely,  theii: 
^9014!  difpofjjigns, .  pr9njyted  in '  the  mannef 
liOjW  mentioncdj/aqdthqir  total  want  qfcare 
PT  cGBceri)  about  the  future,  give  them  the 
ippparaiicefpf  h^viXi^  grp^t  /prightlinfife  and 
good  humour,  and  of  poflefling  no  inconfi- 
derable  fhare  of  enjoyment*  Perfons  of  high 
rank,  thoiugh  thleir  fituations  .'muft.  occafion 
fome  variety  in  the  circiimftances  that  in* 
fluence  their  manners,  are  fubje<St  to  the  fame 
cffedls,  and  exhibit  a  fimilar  appearance.  If 
you  call  fuch  enjoyment  happinefs,  or  fuch 
fdcial  difpofitions  virtuous,  you  may  5  I  own 
Irxannot  agree  with  you.  Ruffians  of  all 
f  anks  are  mod  ardent  in  their  expreifions  of 
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friendfhip;  but  I  fufpefl:  the  conftancy  of 
their  attachments  is  not  equal  to  the  fervency 
of  their  emotions.  They  have  more  fenfibi- 
lity  than  firmnefs ;  they  poflefs  a  temper  and 
difpofitions,  which,  properly  improved,  and 
with  the  encouragements  held  forth  by  free* 
dom;  might  render  them  a  worthy,  as,  in 
fome  cafes,  they  are  an  amiable,  and,  in 
many,  an  amufing  people. 

.  Confidently  with  this  account,  the  RuP- 
fians,  though  -they  have  great  quicknefs  ici 
learning  the  rudiments  of  art  or  knowledge, 
feldom  tnake  grea<  proficiency.  They  Iboii 
arrive  at  a  certain  degree'  of  excellence; 
there  they  remain ;  they  tire ;  beconie  liftlefs  • 
entertain  difguft ;  and  advance  no  further. 
tti  this?  particular,  alfo,  if  they  enjoyed  the 
incitements  afforded  by  a  free  government^ 
their  national  character  might  improve,  and 
they  might.be  rendered  capable  of  more  per- 
feverance.  After  the  wifties  of  novelty  ceafe, 
men  engaged  in  arduous  purfuits,  muft  be 
carried  on  by  a  fteady  regard  to  their  own  in- 
tereft  and  honour;  Where  their  honour  and 
intereft  are  not  much  concerned,  how  caa 
they  pgrfevere  ?     Adieu. 
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LETTER     XXXI. 

Domejlic  Manners  of  Per/ons  of  Rani  in 

Rujpa. 


DEAR  SIR,  St.Ptfterlbttrgt  1770. 

I  CANNOT  fay  much  for  the  taftc  difplayed 
by  perfons  of  high  rank  ia  Rufiia,  either 
in  their  drefs,  houfea,  or  retinue.  They  are 
pompous  and  tawdry.  Th^  equipage  of  a 
Ruffian  nobleman  deferves  particular  notice. 
The  great  man  lolls  in  a  clumfy  gilt  coach, 
drawn  by  fix  horfes,  fometimes  of  different 
colours^  and  having  the  traces  of  hempeti 
topes  iuftead  of  leather. .  The  coachman  and 
poftilions  are  often  m  the  coarfe  drefs  of  the 
peafants,  while  three  or  four  gorgeous  foot« 
men  are  ftock  behind^  One  or  two  petty 
oiSlcers  ride  by  the  fide  of  the  coach,  and 
thefe  are  ufually  attended  by  a  peaiant,  who  is 
alfo  on  horfeback ;  and  thus  princes  and  no* 

blexnea 
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blemen  are  dragged  to  court.—— They  rea4 
plays  and  novels,  and  often  fome  French  phi* 
lofophy.  They  fometimes  write  little  come- 
dies; and  (bmetimes  reprefent  theoiy  both  in 
the  French  and  Ruffian  languages.  I  was 
lately  prefent  at  the  reprefentation  of  '*  Le 
Philofope  Mari/*  and  **  Annette  and  Lubin,** 
by  fome  nobjemen  and  ladies  of  the  higheft 
rank.  They  performed  in  the  theatre  in 
the  Winter  Palace^  and  the  Emprefs  feemed 
much  amufed  with  the  reprefentation^ 

I  mentioned  to  you  formerly,  that  the  infe** 
rior  orders  of  men  in  this  country  are  in  a 
ftate  of  abje£t  flavery.  Nor  is  it  inconfiftent 
with  this  account  to  fay,  that  many  perfons 
of  high  rank  ia  Ruffia  live  on  a  footing  of 
eafy  familiarity  with  fuch  of  their  menials  as 
become  favouritesy  and  are  capable  of  amufing 
them  with  their  humour  and  low  wit.  All 
domeftic  tyrants,  from  the  days  of  the  Greeks 
and  Romans  inclufively,  treat  thofe  ilaves 
who  are  not  favourites  with  the  utmoft  ri* 
gour,  and  thofe  who  are,  with  weak  unbe« 
coming  indulgence.  Perhaps  in  no  other 
Country  in  Europe  could  you  obtain  a  juftea 

idea 
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idea  of  the  parafitku!  tharafter,  fo- frequehtlj 
difplayed  by  the  comic  artd  fatirical  poets  of 
antiquity.  The  parafites  'here  are  in  general 
JPrenchmeny  whofe  lively  loquacity  feems  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  for  the  amufement  of  thofe 
great  men^  to  whofe  tables  they  have  admif- 
fion. 

At  the  fame  time,  if  the  follovving  repre- 
fentatidn,  in  one  of  the  finefl  fatires  that  any 
language  can  boaft  of|  be  founded  on  obferva*- 
tion,  the  circumftance  now  mentioned  is  not 
peculiar  to  the  RufHan  Princes. 

All  that  at  Jiome  no  more  can  beg  or  (leal. 
Or  like  a  gibbet  better  than  a  wheel ; 
•  Hiff'd  from  the  ftage,  or  hooted  from  the  court, 
Their  air,  their  drefe,  their  politics  import; 
Obfequious,  artful,  voluble,  and  gay. 
On  Britain's  fond  credulity  they  prey.— 
Studious  to  pleafe,  and  ready  to  fubmit. 
The  fupple  Gaul  was  born  a  parafite : 
Still  to  his  int*reft  true,  where'er  he  goes. 
Wit,  bravery,  worth,  bis  laviili  tongue  befiows ; 
In  every  face  a  thoufand  graces  fhine. 
From  every  tongue  flows  harmony  divine* 

The  defcription  is  heightened  in  the   next 
lines  by  a  chara^eriftical  and  happy  contraft. 

Tbcfc 
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Thefc  arts  in  vain  our  -rugged  natives  try^    '  ^ 

Strain  out  with  fault'ring  diffidence  a  lie^  v 

And  gain  a  kick  for  awkward  flattery.  3 

The  fatirift  then  proceeds  in  a  fuccefsful  Vein 
of  playful  irony ;  and  concludes  the  paflage 
with  a  feriousj  and  indignant  addrefs. 

Befides,  with  juftice  this  difcerning  age. 

Admires  their  wondrous  talents  fortheftage^ 

Well  may  they  venture  on  the  mimic's  art,  ^   i 

Who  play  from  morn  to  night  a  borrowed  part ; 

Pra£tis'd  their  mafter's  notions  to  embrace. 

Repeat  his  maxims  and  refled  his  face  ; 

With  e/ry  wild  abfurdity  comply. 

And  view,  each  ohjtSt  with  anpther's  eye; 

To  (hake,  with  laughter,  ere  the  jeft  they  hear^ 

To  pour  at  will  the  counterfeited  tear ; 

And  as  their  patron  h^nts  the  cold  or  heat. 

To  fhake  in  dogdays,  in  December  fweat ; 

How,  when  competitors  like  thefe  contend. 

Can  furly  Virtue  hope  to  fix  a  friend  ? 

Slaves  that  with  ferious  impudence  beguile. 

And  lie  without  a  blufli,  without  a  fmile. — 

For  arts  like  thefe,  preferred,  admir'd,  carefs'rf. 

They  firft  invade  your  table,  then  your  breaft; 

Explore  your  fecrets  with  infidious  art,  - 

Watch  the  weak  hour, and  ran fack all  the  hearty 

Then  foon  your  ill-plac'd  confidence  repay. 

Commence  your  lords,  and  govern  or  betray. 

» 

Befides 
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Beiides  parafit^s,  many  Ruffians  of  high 
tank  retain  dwarfs  in  their  families^  and  per-^ 
fons  not  without  (hrewdnefs,  who  afFedt  foUy^ 
and  amufe  them  in  the  chara^er  of  buffoons* 
They  alfo  retain  a  vad  number  of  other 
{laves,  who  are  employed  by  them  in  all  man- 
ner of  neceffary  or  whimfical  fervices.  The 
Countefs  W — r^  l^as  in  her  family  feveraji 
Calmuck  women,  who  are  taught  to  read 
German  and  Rufsi  who  read  by  her  bed-fide 
till  fhe  falls  afleep ;  and  continue  reading  or 
talking,  without  intermiflion,  all  the  time  (he 
is  afleep ;  for,  if  they  did  not,  the  Countefs 
would  awake  immediately,  not  much,  I  fup«> 
pofe,  to  the  fatisfadtion  of  the  poor  at- 
tendants. 

r 

I  need  fcarcely  tell  you,  that  the  Ruffians 
are  very  carelefs  in  the  education  of  their 
diildren.  They  do  not  fend  them  to  public 
fchools ;  but  have  them  taught  at  home  under 
private  tutors.  Thefe  tutors  are  generally 
French  or  Germans,  into  whofe  charader 
they  make  but  little  enquiry.  If  their  child* 
ren  learn  to  dance ;  and  if  they  can  ready 
fpeak|  and  write  French,  and  have  a  little 

geography, 
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geography*  they  defire  no  more.  I  have 
ieeot  ooie  of  thc^e  inftru^ors,  who  baa,  ia  the 
<iourre  of  his  life;  appeared  ia  the  different 
ihapea  of  a  comedian,  valet-de-chambre,  and 
hair-dreffer.—— Indeed  I  do  not  wonder  at 
the  conduA  of  the  Ruffians  ia  thi$  refped. 
Why  educate  their  children  ?  They  are  to 
live  and  die  in  thraldom ;  tbey  may  be  in 
glory  to«day,  and  to  morrow  fent  to  Siberia«^ 
Why  fhould  they  train  their,  offspring  for  any 
expedations  beyond  thofe  of  the  prefent  mo* 
ment  ?  The  citizens  of  free  ilatea  alone  are 
tnexcufable,  if  they  do  not  improve  their 
minds  to  the  utmoft  limits  of  their  capacity. 
Why  quicken  the  fenfibilities,  or  enlarge  the 
mind  of  a  flave  ?  You  only  teach  him  to  hate 
himfelf.  If,  however,  there  was  any  proba* 
bility,  that,  by  enlightning  the  minds  of  the 
Ruffians,  they  {faould  not  only  be  enabled  to 
difcern  the  abafement  of  their  condition ;  but 
alfo  to  contrive,  and  execute  the  meaps  ot 
emancipation,  I  Ihould  heartily  regret  their 
prefent  blindnefs. 

The  military    education    of   the  Ruffian 
youth  ia  conducted  very  differently.    They 

have 
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have  an  academy  in  the  Wafiloftrow^  where 
a  very  confiderable  number,  but  none  undef 
twelve  years  old>  are  admitted.  Here  they 
live  together;  and  during  the  fummer  fleep 
in  an  adjoining  field  under  tents^  They  arc 
formed  into  a  regiment ;  and  eadh  of  them, 
of  what  rank  foever^  whether  Prince^  County 
or  Boyard»  muft  pafs  through  every  condi* 
tion,  beginning  with  that  of  a  common  foldier^ 
and  fubmit  to  every  kind  of  obedience.  They 
perform  their  exercifes  with  great  exaSnefs, 
and  are  inftrufted  in  mathematics.  From 
this  feminary  excellent  officers  may  be  ex- 
peded.  Like  the  Perfians,  defcribed  by 
Xenophon,  they  learn  to  obey  before  they  are 
called  to  command. 


/^ 


After  the  iccount  I  have  given  you  of  the 
tafle  and  literary  education  of  the  Ruffians, 
you  will  not  be  furprifed  if  I  tell  you,  that 
their  religious  principles  are  not  very  corre£^» 
nor  in  fome  of  them,  perhaps,,  very  deeply 
rooted.  A  prieil  came  to  hear  the  confeffioa 
of  a  great  man.  *'  Holy  Father,'*  fays  the 
Count,  *'  have  you  a  good  memory/'  "  Yes.'* 

Then  you  remember  what  I  told  you  at  my 

"  lafl 
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^*  laft  confeffion.  Since  that  time  I  have  had 
^*  the  fame  temptations  from  tvithout;  the 
*'  fame  weaknels  frdm  within ;  and  here  id 
*Vthe  fame  number  of  tubles.'* — I  would 
not  fay,  however,  that  the  Prince^  of  Rulfia 
are  much  inferior^  either  irl  rcligioua  or  moral 
improvement^  to  many  great  men^  even  in 
thofe  ftat^s  of  Europe  that  enjoy  the  means 
of  fuperior  knowledge*  If  I  am.  ntft  much 
iniftakeh,  there  are  among  them  a  greater 
number  who  affeA  indifference  or  difbelief 
in  religious  matters^  than  who  really  difbe^^ 
lieve.  Perhaps^  in  times  of  ficknefs,  difgrace^ 
and  loi?(r-fpirit8,  they  have  more  faith  in  St* 
Nicholas,  than  in  Voltaire; 

The  fair  fex  in  all  ages  haVe  more  fddfibi'* 
lity,  left  of  the  pride  of  reafon,  and  I  had  al« 
mod  faid,  more  good  fenfe  than  the  men) 
and  accordingly  you  fiiid  fewer  among  them 
who  affe£):  irreligion.  Their  notions  may 
be  erroneous  ;  this  li  owing  to  their  inftruc<- 
tors:  but  their  difpofltions  are  pious,  and, 
they  Owe  this  to  themfelves^  Inde!ed,  when  I 
fee  Ruffian  PriAcefles,  as  they  fit  down  to  aa 
kntertainment»    crofling    tbemfelvee,    which 

Q^  they 
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they  do  very  gracefully,  in  teftimony  of 
ligious  gratitude,  I  refped:  both  their  good 
fenfe  and  their  piety.     They  will  excufe  me, 
thercforej  for  telling  the  following  ftory:  I 
do  not  anfwer  for  the  fa£l:  j    but  that  fuch 
llories  are  told,  and  reckoned  not  improbable^ 
may  give  you  fome  notion  of  the  religious 
manners  of  the  Ruffians    ■  ■    A  lady  of  high 
rank  had  a  child  fuddenly  feized  with  a  vio-» 
lent  illnef?.     Full  of  anxiety,  .flie  difpatched 
^  meffenger  to  a  neighbouring  pried,  intreat* 
ing  him  to  fend  a  favourite  faint,  who  might 
effeduate  the  cure.     But  the  prieft,  being  a 
ienfible  man,  and  unwilling  to  fend  the  hal- 
lowed phyfician,  without  fixing  the  fee,  or 
for  fome  other   reafon,  refufed  )ier  requeft. 
The  lady,  in  mighty  wrath,  haftened  to  the 
Emprefs,  then  fome  miles  out  of  town,  and 
brought  a  formal  complaint  againft  the  prieft^ 
The  Emprefs  ordered  him  forthwith  to  com- 
ply.    Accordingly  the  faint  was  fent,  but  he 
came  a  bootfefs  errand;  for  a  Scotch  phyfi- 
qian,    little  defirous   that   interloper^  ihould 
interfere  with    his  trade,   had   reftoped   the 
child  to:  health,  before  the  arrival    of  his^ 
ghofUy  colleague* 

I  write 
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1  write  to  you  in  a  very  defiiltory  manner  j 
and  I  am  afraid  I  may  fometimes  be  guilty 
of  repetition.  The  truth  is,  I  have  not  a 
great  deal  of  leifure,  and  you  have  a  great 
deal  of  iddulgence.     Adieu* 
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Adminijlration  of  Jujlice  in  RuJJta. 


I^EAR  SIR» 

AGREEABLY  to  your  dcfire,  and  to  gra* 
tify  my  own  curiofity,  I  have  made 
every  enquiry  I  could  concerning  the  manner 
of  adminiftring  juftice  in  RuiTia.  I  am  forry, 
however,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  you 
fuch  fatisfa£lory  information  on  this  fubjed 
as  I  wished  to  have  done.  Nor  can  I  offer 
you  any  other  account  of  the  courts  of  juftice, 
the  method  of  conducing  a  law-fuit^  or  the 
puniihment  of  crimes^than  the  following. 

The  Judge  of  lowed  rank  in  this  empire  is 
the  Staroft ;  and  from  him,  in  the  firil  in« 
(lance,  perfons  in  the  provinces  who  have 
fuffercd  injury  may  feek  redrefs.  From  his 
decifion  there  lies  an  appeal  to  the  Governor 
of  the  province,  and  from  him  to  the  Ck)llege 

of 
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of  Juftice  in  the  capital.  For  the  whole  empire 
is  divided  into  a  cei;tain  number  of  govern- 
ments ;  to  each  of  tKefe  a  particular  college  of 
juftice  is  appropriated  in  St.  Peterfburg  ;  and 
to  thofe  colleges  caufes  may  be  appealed. 
From  them  too  there  lies  an  appeal  to  the 
Senate.  Nor  are  the  decifions  of  that  court, 
though  of  a  name  fo  venerable,  and  though 
faid  to  have  both  a  legiflative  and  judicative 
authority,  confid^red  as  ultimate;  for,  as  the 
Sovereign  is  regarded  as  the  fburce  of  law  and 
juftice,  there  may  bean  appeal  to  the  Throne> 
even  from  the  decrees  of  the  Senate.  The  So- 
vereign, however,  not  having  leifure  for  attend- 
ing to  a  multitude  of  private  law-fuits,  dele- 
gates this  department  to  Commiflioners ;  and 
their  decifions,  or  Ucafes,  according  to  the  term' 
ijfually  given  them,  are  accounted  final.  All 
the  judges  are  named  by  the  Sovereign,  and 
hold  their  places  only  during  her  pleafyre.— 
In  general,  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  has, 
been  reprefented  to  me  as  very  tedious,  and 
liable  to  corruption.  I  have  heard,  indeed, 
that  the  Emprefs  intends  to  alter  the  prefent 
fyftemj  and  if  fo,  it  will  certainly  receive 
ipipjrovement.  In  truth,  the  Courts  of 
Juftice  now  mentiopedi  bear  a  greater  refem^ 

Q^  3  blance 
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blance  to  a  Court  of  Chancery  *  than  to  ai^y 
thing  elfe.  The  decifions  of  the  judges  aienew 
ther  founded  on  general  principles  of  equityi 
nor  on  oftablifhed  law8.  They  are  foundecj 
chiefly  on  precedents  and  former  d^cifio^*^ 
This,  as  you  will  eafily  conceive,  readers  th^ 
ifTue  of  a  l^w-fuit  very .  d^ubtfpl  y  aad»  ia--. 
deed,  it  frequently  ,baj)p6ns»  that  precedentiEi 
l^nd  former  Ucafes  may  bq  perfectly  appliok-^ 
ble  to  the  fame  caufe ;  and  y^t  ixi  dire^  opT, 
pofitioti  tq  one  'another*  In  caft^  the  .q^oAt 
fimilar  thai'  can  he.  thought  of,  contradiaory- 
^ecrees^of  diflFei;entfQ\:q'eign&,  and  ^;m)^iaaMt 
even  of  the  fkmc  fovereign,  may  be;  pppeaJed^ 
to.  Thus  it  is  obvioujB,  that,  on  thje  prefent 
footings  every  thing  dp^en4s  on  ihe.'^^'iUof 
the  Judge, 

Thofc*  perfons  who  correfpond  to  counfel 
or  advocates  in  Britain,  are  very  little  re- 
fpeded  in  Riiflia.  They  receive'  no  re* 
gular  education  in  the  ftudy  of  law.  And 
How  fhould  they,  when  there  is  none  to 
ftudy  ?  They  arc  ufuafty  fuch  perfons  as  may 
have  been  Judges' fefvants,  or  have  had  other 
cpportunities  of  karnin^'  the  forms  of  courts. 
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arid  of  being  acquainted  with  precedents 
or  Ucafes.  Dexterity  in  the  knowledge  and 
application  of  thefe  conftitutes  their  higheft 
merit.  They  never  plead ;  but  give  their 
advice  in  the  cohdudt  of  a  law-fuit ;  write  the 
neceflaty  papers ;  iand  either  in  pubfic  or  pri- 
vafte  lay  the  fads  before  the  judges.  This 
laft,  indeed V  may  be  confidered  ds  a  fpecies  of 
pleading,  fince*  they  may  reprefent  fads  in 
fuch  colours,  as  to  i'hflhence  both  judgment 
and  inclination.  I  hiave  heard  it  furraifed, 
however,  by  perfons,- 1  confefs,  of  acrimony, 
but  not  without  knowledge,  and  even  expe- 
rience, that  the  bed  fervice  they  ufually  ren-  ' 
der  their  clients,  is  to  inforna  them  by  what 
means'  they  may  have  eafieft  accefs  to  the 
gbod'-wrl]  of  the  Judges.  The  moft  eminent 
counfel  who  pratfkifes  here  at  prefent,  had 
been  a  fhop-keeper,  and  had  involved  himfelf  ' 
in  fo  maiiy  law-ftiits  as  to  become  bankrupt. 
But  though  he'  loft  his  fortune,  he  gained 
knbwledge  ;*  and  the  fame  argumentative  dif- 
pofition  that  had  ruined  him  as  a  merchants 
advanced  him  at  the  bar. 

"Befides  the  courts  above-mentioned,  a  gene-* 
rai* Court  of  Police  is  cftablifhed  in  Ruffia,  of 

Q^  4  which 


t^2  ANECDOTES   OF  TH^ 

\vhich  the  principal  departaxent  remain^  ^t 
Sf.  Peteilburg.  TJie  chief  objcds  of  thq 
Mafter  pf  Pojice  are,  to  keejp  orflcr  in  the 
citv ;  to  profecute  fpjr  robbery  and  murder ; 
to  guard  againil  fifes }  to  keep  the  ftreet^ 
clean ;  to  prevent  or  difperfe  riots  ;  to  fuperr 
intend  the  Iflivofhicks^  who  hire  fledgps  or 
cariolee  in  the  flreets ;  and  to  Jceep  an  exad^ 
Recount  of  the  inl^abitapt?.     At  one  time  a 

caufe  might  b^  carried  by  apppal  from  thi^ 
pourt  to  the  Senate  s  at  other  timers  its  deci* 
fions  were  determined  to  be  final.  All  thefe 
change?  and  varieties  depen4  o^  the  vyill  of 
thp  Spyereigx), 

You  queftione(3  me  in  particular  about  the 
punifliment  of  crimes  in  Ruflia»  and  feemed 
to  applaud  th^  plan  purfyed  by  the  late,  an4 
cqntinueid  |)y  the  prefent,  Emprefs,  of  fubfti:? 
tuting  flavery,  hard  la|)ot}r,  aqd  corporal 
pynimment,  i^  "plac^  pf  death.  The  aboli-? 
tion,  or  fufpenfiop  pf  capital  ppnifbijients,  is 
Jndeed  a  very  plauf^blp  topip;  it  may  (oothe 
piir  fentiments  of  humanityj  \t  jfnay  please  ia 
thepry;  but  in  pradice  it  appears  very  inade- 
quate.  Robberies  hjsre  are  frequent  and  bar- 
|;)arous4  and  conftantly  attended  with  murder^^ 

Cfimiuals^ 
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Criminals,  I  have  heard,  are  profecuted  care- 
lefly ;  and  thofe  who  are  puniflied  with  ri^ 
gour,  are  treated  with  inhumanity.  They 
fufFer  the  knout ;  that  is,  they  fufFer  dreadful 
fcourging  and  diflocation ;  and  though  they 
are  not  formally  put  to  death,  many  of  them 
die  of  the  cruel  wounds  they  receive,  I  faw 
a  crowd  lately  allembled  in  an  open  fpace  in 
the  city ;  I  drew  near ;  a  fcourge  rofe  at  in-r 
tervaU  above  the  heads  of  the  people ;  at  iar 
tervals  were  heard  the  repeated  flrokes ;  and 
f yery  ftyoke  was  followed  by  the  low  fup-p 
prefled  groaq  of  extenuated  anguilh.  After 
the  appointed  number  of  laftxes  were  given  in 
jthat  place,  the  poor  criminal  had  a  piece  of 
the  coarfeft  canvafs  thrown  over  his  naked  and 
wounded  body ;  and  he  was  thus  led  to  ano- 
ther  quarter  of  the  city,  to  have  his  torments 
not  only  renewed,  but  dreadfully  encreafed  by 
jdiflocatioQ, 

'  Thofe  who  furvive  fuch  punifhments  are 
very  feldom  reformed  ;  the  difgrace  and  in- 
famy they  fufFer,  take  away  all  refped  for 
jhemfelves,  and  regard  for  the  opinion  of 
pthers.  On  this  fubjed  I  agree  entirely  with 
j^our  favourite  Greek  Tragedian. 
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5*  'Xfktv  fi  iv6vg  i^vcLi  f%vh  foK  ^ctti  iixmy 
Krftvciv.  TO  yag  Tavxjyov  ax  aj  nv  ttoAu/* 


**    '  Were  al}  like  thcc  tq  pcrilh  . 

Who  violate  the  laws»  'twould  tcITcn  much 
The  guilt  of  mortals,  and  reform  mankind  **% 

At  any  rate,  the  fabjefts  at  kaft  of  a  free 
ftate,  ought  to  be  mach  on  their  guard  how 
they  fuffer  any  fuch  punifhibcnt  to  be  fubfti- 
tmed  in  place  of  capital  punifliment,  a»  may 
reconcile  the  imaginations  of  the  people  to 
the  poffibility  of  their  being  happy,  or  of 
their  enduring  life  in  chains  and  bondage. 
They  ought  always  to  believe;  nor  in  adopt- 
i"0g  fuch  a  creed,  would  they  fiaffer  a^ny  delu*- 
fion,  that  flavery  is  a  niore  miferable  condi- 
tion than  dfeath,  I  haVe  felt  lefs  horror  in. 
feeing  ;  malefa<5tons  hangmg  in  gibbets  on 
Bag(hot  or  Hounflow- heath,  than  in  feeing 
men,  beings  of  my  own  fpecies,  endowed  with 

*  The  elegant  tranflstor  of  Sophocles  does  «ot  >ppear  to  me 
to  have;  tratiflated  this  flriking  paiHige  with  his  ufaal  fpirit*. 
Perhapi  the  Latin  vcrfion  may  convey  more  Urongly  the  Poec'f 
tttaning* 

*'  Deceret  autem  omnes  illico  hai  pGinas  dare 
Quicunqoe  contra  leges  quidvis  agere  (ludet 
Ul  necaretar.    Sic  fcelera  mimis  crebra  fbfent." 

reafoQ 


RUSSIAN'   E^MPIRE.  ^35 

rei^oQ  Mnd  .k  fenfe  of  juftice,  ck)omed  to  faari) 
lahout*  »U  the  days  of  their  lives^  betit  down 
with  opprdfioQ,  having  their  faces,  idfcribed 
wkl)  mifery,  and  their  limbs  rattling  witH 
chains.  Criines  are  not  to  be  punifhed  by 
tbefevcreft  pains  we  are  capable  of  infliding: 
and  I.h9»p(  the  natives  of  Britain.  wtU  eonfider 
chains  and  bondage,  in  the  face  of  the  .public^ 
as:  a(  .putl^fhment  no  (efs  barbarous^  to  the 
mind,  thain  torture  to  the  body.  Ih  another 
view,  thc.efFcdls  of  fucft  punifhments  on  the 
minds  of  a  free  people  muft  be  pernicious; 
and  I  Should  be  afraid  left  their  epduring 
them  fei*  any  length  of  ^  time,  were  a'  fatal 
fymptoGi  that  their  zeal  for  liberty  was  wax- 
ing cold.  There  is  much,  thought  and  pene- 
tration in  the  following  fentiment,  Scribed 
by  Tacitus  to  Galgacus,  in  his  celebrated 
fpeech  before  his  battle  with  AgricoIa:~-r 
*^  Priores  pugnas,  quibus  adverfus-  Romanptf 
•*  varia  fbrtuna  certatum  eft,  fpem  ac  fubfi^ 
*^  dium  in  noftris  manibus  habebant ;  qjaidk 
•*  nobiliffimi  tptius  Britanniae,  eoque"  in  ipiis 
^*  penetralibus  (iti,  nee  ferventium  littora 
♦*  afpicientes,  oculos  quoque  a  contaSiu  donnna-- 
^  tionis' inviolatis  habebamus.^'*^ — "  All  the 
♦^  the  battles,  which  have  yet  been  fought 

"  with 
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^*  with  various  fuccefs  againft  the  Rdtnan8| 
^'  h^^d  their  refources  of  hope  and  aid  in  our 
^*  haOfJs ;  for  we,  the  nobleft  inhabitants  of 
f^  Britain^  and  therefore  ftationed  i^  its 
^^  deepeft  recefles,  far  from  the  view  of  fervile 
**  ihoresi  have  preferved  even  our  eyes  un- 
»•  polluted  by  the  contafl  of  fub^edion  *•** 

Little  provifion  is  made  in  this  CQuijtry  for 
prifoners :  and  a  poor  wretch »withQut  friends 
or  money,  confined  in  a  Ruffian  jaiU  runs 
fome  hazard  of  (larviag.  I  h^ye  fonietimes 
irinted  thofe  m^ndpns  of  piifeiry ;  and  if  fa-* 
ininei  chains,  n^kednefs,  and  filthy  ar^  (hock-» 
irig^  the  fcepes  I  behel^  were  fhoclfing. 

On  reading  over  what  I  hav^  written,  i? 
feems  to  me  that  I  niight  have  given  ypu  a^ 

more  complete  account  of  th^  adminiftratioq 
of  juftice  in  Ruilia,  by  telling  you  what  they 
have  not,  inftead  of  what  they  have,  Suffice 
it  to  fay  then,  that  they  have  no  trials  by 
jury,  and  no  Habeas  Corpus  A<3:.  A  perfoii 
accufed  of  crimes  may  be  kept  in  prifon  for 
ever;  or  if  he  is  brought  to  a  trial,  he  is  not; 
tried  by  his  Peer?.     In  other  refj)e^s»  wufea 

oee(| 
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n6ed  not  be  numerous  and  complex.  The 
peafants  who  are  themfelves  flaves,  will  pro- 
bably have  no  law-fuits.  The  nobility,  mer- 
chants, and  foreigners  alone  can  have  any 
employment  for  courts  of  juftice.    Adieu. 

P.  S.  If  the  Emprefs  IhouM  really  en- 
gage, as  I  believe  (he  intends  at  prefent,  in  the 
laborious  work  of  amending  the  method  of 
adminiftring  juftice  in  Ruffia,  feveral  paf- 
fages  in  her  inftrudions  to  the  commiffioners 
appointed  to  frame  a  new  code  of  laws,  and 
the  following,  in  particular,  promife  not  only 
changes,  but  confiderable  improvements : 

"  No  man  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as 
"  guilty,  before  he  has  received  his  judicial 
*^  fentence;  nor  can  the  laws  deprive  him  of 
**  their  protection,  before  it  h  proved  that  he 
•'  has  forfeited  all  right  to  it.  What  right 
•*  therefore,  can  power  give  to  any  to  inflidl 
"  puniihment  upon  a  citizen,  at  a  time  when 
**  it  is  yet  dubious  whether  he  is  innocent  or 
"  guilty  ?  Whether  the  crime  be  known  or 
"  unknown,  it  is  not  very  difficult  to  gain  a 
•*  thorough  knowledge  of  the  affair,  by  duly 
**  weighing  all  the  circumftances-  If  the 
4  "  crime 
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•*  be  known>  the  criminal  cnight  not  to  fuffcf 
\«  any;  punifhment  but  what  the  law  otdaiins  | 
**  confequently  the  ra/:k  is  quite  unneceflary* 
••  If  the  crime  be  hot  known,,  the  rstck  ought 
"  npt  to  be  applied  to  the  party  actcufed ;  ior 
"  this  reafon,  that  the  innocent  ought  not  to  be 
^*  tortured  ;  and,  in  the  eye  of  the  laW,  e.f  ery 
"  perfon  is  innocent  whofc  crime  ij  not  yet 
*^  proved.  It  is  undoubtedly  extremely  ne- 
"  ceflary,  that  no  crime,  after  it  bis  hcta 
"  proved,  fhould  remain  unpunif^ed.  The 
•*  party  accufed  on  the  rack,  whilft  in  the 
•*  agonies  of  torture,  is  not  .mafter  enough  of 
*•*  himfelf  to  be  able  to  declare  the  truth,  &c/* 
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LETTER    XXXIII. 


RefleSlions  on  the  EffeSls  of  Befpotifin. 


D  E  A  R   S I R,  St.  Peterfbnrg,  0&,  ift,  1770. 

YOU  fay  I  will  have  much  *  pleifure  in 
contemplating  the  manners  and  political 
conftitution  of  a  people  fo  different  from  the 
natives  of  Britain.  I  cannot  altogether  agree 
with  you.  No  doubt  there  is  fome  pleafurc 
in  what  Lucretius  fays, — **  fuave  man  mag'* 
noy  &c/*  There  is  fome  fatisfadion  in  recol- 
leding,  that  while  other  nations  groa»  under 
the  yoke  of  bondage,  the  natives  of  our  happy 
iflands  enjoy  more  real  freedom  than  any  na- 
tion that  does  now,,  or  ever  did,  e^ift.  In. 
other  refpeds,  it  is  no  very  pleafing  exercife 
to  witnefs  the  depreflipn  and  fufFerings  of  the 
human  race  ;  to  contemplate  the  miferies  and 
manners  of  flaves  1  Poor  abje£t  flaves  !  who 
are  not  allowed  the  rights  of  men — ^hardly 
thofe  of  irrational  creatures !  who  muft  toij^ 
9  undergo 
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undergo  hardfhips,  and  fufFer  the  mod  griev^ 
bus  fufFering,  to  gratify  the  defires,  or  hu* 
mour  the  caprice  of  fome  oppreffite  mafter  I 
Judge  of  their  condition.— From  the  hour  of 
their  birth  they  are  in  the  power  df  a  rapa(« 

cious  chiefs  who  may  fell,  fcourge,  or  employ 
them  in  any  labour  he  pleafes.      They  have 
ho  property-— no  home — nothing  that  their 
jproud  fuperior  may  not  feize,  and  claim  as 
his  own.     The  horfe  and  the  bull  may  chufe 
iheir  loves,  accorditlg  to  their  own  incHna-^ 
iioh  ;  d  privilege  not  allowed  to  the  Ruffians^ 
They  no  fooner  arrive  at  the  age  6f  puberty* 
than  they  are  often  compelled  to  marry  what- 
foever  female  their  proprietor  chiifes,  in  ofder^ 
by  a  continued  progeny  of  flaves,  to  pfefervd 
or  augment  his  revenue.     In  fiich  fitnlWeii 
ilo  (ioiijugal  happinefs,— no  paternal  or  filiaf 
afFedioti  Cam  ever  cxift.     Where  the  hufband 
and  wife  hate  €ach  other,  or  are  indifferent^ 
there  cafi  be  little  fidelity ;  the  hufband  takeaf 
little  care  of  the  child  j  the  mother  is  riot  al- 
ways affe£tioriate ;  the  poor  guiltlefs  iftfant  i^ 
thus  neglected ;  Kfatufe  defeats  the  p'urpofes 
of  avarice,  arid  a  great  proportion  of  their 
children  die  in  their  nonage.     Thofe  that 
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furviye  become  little  better  than  favage.      In 
their  early  years,  no  tender  affedioa  foftcncd 
or  humanized  their  hearts ;  none  can  grow  up 
in  an  after  period ;  they  receive  no  prejudices 
or  opmtons  favourable  to  mankind ;  and  they 
enter  into  life  as  into  a  den  of  tygers.     The 
guile,  the  bafenefs,  and  rugged  ferocity  at- 
tributed  to    llavest   and  men  overv^helmed 
with  opprefiibn>   are  chiefly  owing  to  their 
opprefTors.     Expofed  to  the  avarice  and  pride 
of  fotbe  haughty  fuperiori  who  is  himfelf  a 
ilave>  and  who  ha^  not  in  his  breaft  one  fentt- 
ment  of  humanity^  they  have  no  other  de- 
fence againft  oppfeffion  but  d'eceit ;  and  feel 
no  other  emotion  from  the  treatment  th^y  re*- 
ceivci  but  hatred  and  deep  revenge.    It  is 
thus^  in  acc»ftoining  the  miad  to  vkions  ha- 
bits^  more  than  in  merely  depriving  us  of  our 
property,  and  the  fecurity  of  our  perfpn^^ 
that  defpotifm  is  the  bane  of  ibeiety.    Tbofe 
poor  unhappy  men,  who  are  bought  and  fdld^ 
who  are  beaten,  loaded  with  fetters,  and  va« 
lued  no,  higher  than  a  dog,  treated  with  una* 
bating  rigour,  become   inhuman ;    infuited 
with  unremitting   €ontempt»  be^mc    bafe; 
and  for  ever  afraid  of  rafwcioos  injuftice,  they 
grow  deceitful* 

^  ChilPd 


24*  ANECDOTES;  OF  THE 

. ««  ChUl'd  by  unkhjdly  blights. 


**  Their  opening  virtues  languiih  and  decay. 
**  Their  features  lofe  the  liberkl  air  of  truth 

« 

*f  And  open,  candour.  ;  Dai-k  Aifpkion  clouds 

"  Their  lowering. vifage;  ai^d  deceit  perverts 

«  Their  fault'ring  (peech.    When  p^de.  and  avarice 

warp 
'**  Th' oppreffor*8  heart ;  bar  his  relcntlefa  ciar 
'*  Againft  the  prayer  of  pity ;  and  eraze 
**  The  fenfe  of  merit  from  his  darl^ned  foul : 
<<  What  fhield  can  weakncfs  to  his  rav'nous  grafp 
^*  Oppofe,  but  daftard  guile  ?  Can  thofe  who  groan 
**  Beneath  th'  inhuman  tafk,  whofe  rueful  pangs, 
•*  XTnpitied,  unreliev'd^  breed  lading  hate, 
'**  And  thirft  oPveiigeance  in  the  foul  indulge 
*'  Tender  emotions^  and*  the  glowing' heart? 
*'  O  ye  1  who  rqll  the  eye  of  fierce  difdain^ 
'^  Impute  not  to  the  tremblingi  torturM  flave, 
"  CondemnM  by  partial  fortune  to  endure 
*«  The  flripes  of  av'rice,  and  the  fcorn  of  pride, 
**  Impute  hot 'guile,  or  an^unfedingbreaft. 
**  Ye  teach  hira  feelings  !  your  infatiate  rage  - 
^^  His  hate  exafperates,  and  inflames  his  heart 
<<  With  rancour  and  unufual  wrath.     'Twas  thus 
♦i«  Th'  Iberian  humanized  the  guiltlefs  tribes 
•«  Who  roamM  Peruvian  forefts,  ami  the:  hanks 
*^  OfOrellane,  what  time,  convulsed,  and  tofn. 
**  With  agony,  the  (ortur'd  fires  bequeathed 
**  Refentment  to  their  fons  !  *Twas  then  their  hearts 
**'Throbb*d  with  new  horror;  with  unwonted  ire 
*^  The  wild  eye  iedden'd,  and  the  virtues  fled  ! 
•«  The  gentle  virtues  !  In  their  fleadATofc        .  .    . 
•*  JDifinay, the counfcllor of daftard deeds,  ,  .      .    .  w. 

«  ReKnge. 
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^^  Revenge  and  rutblefs  hatred.    Then  were  heard 
'*  Wailing  and  weeping ;  howlM  the  defart  caveat; 
••  And  Nature  from  the  roaring  torrent  figh'd.'*-— — 


**  Facit  indignatio  verfum/*  Thofe  lines 
were  fuggefted  by  the  fcenes  of  .oppreflion  I 
too  often  behold.  I  have  introduced  them 
into  a  fhort  poem  lately  publiflied  in  Britain ; 
and  intended,  tn  fo  far  as  my  vd^e  could  be 
heard,  to.interieft  my  countrymen  in  behalf  of 
the  *  Corfic^ns.  I  fufped, :  ho wever,  that*  At 
preiiipnt,  not  ^  many  of  my.  countrymdci  fti\ 

themfelves  mi^ch  concerned  in  fuch  a  caufet^ 

♦  «  ♦  *  *'*  .      .      '   ^ 
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LETTER    XXXIV. 
Naliimol  ChamoStr  of  the  Rtfffians. 

^P'B'AR   SIR, 

SN  fb  &r  as  'vErf\  own  ol&rratbn  reaches, 
^^eyery  thing  I  fee,aiidevery  thing  rhear<from 
liich -authority  as  Lean  truft^  cenfirms  me  -in 
thc^  oj^mon  •  I  foirmef ly  exfirriffcfd  to  ^you  con-^ 
€ermng^ the  natidnal  dharaCkref the^uffians. 
They  have  certainly  more  fenfibility  than 
firmnefs.  They  have  lively  fceelings ;  but 
having  feldom  employed  their  reafon  in  form- 
ing general  rules  of  condud  for  the  com- 
merce of  life,  their  addons,  as  flowing  from 
variable  and  ihifting  emotionS)  are  defultory^ 
and  even  inconiiftent. 

\  I  have  heard*  for  inftancei  that,  in  confi* 

dential  converfationj  they  fometimes  indulge 
themfelves  in  fevere  or  indignant  expreffions 
againft  the  prefent  adminiftration  of  public 
affairs.—**  That  they  ihould  always  be  go- 
♦*  veriied  by  women,  or  foreigners,  or  by  fo- 
•*  reigners  exalted  they  not  how,  or  by  per- 

«  fona 
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^^  fons  of  no  origioal  emiDence^  men  of  yef- 
"  tcrdayj  and  who,  havr  ari&n  to  dignity  by 
**  their  guilt  or  bafe  cbmpliances/' — ^re^  on 

fuch  occafionSt  tihe  uftuJ  topics  of  their  di& 
content.  They  work  tben^felves  into  what 
they  conceiye^  virtoouB  indignation,  or  pa- 
triotic refentment.  They  even  talk  of  changes 
and  revohilions;  **  Things,"  they  will  fay, 
^^  that  hare,  happened  oAce,  may  happen 
^^  again;'*  and  thus'tbe  ffervour  of  their  emo* 
tion»  exhauiled  in  the  e^spreffion,  abates. 
Other  feelings  arife,  and  fuggeft  other  con- 
vidioi\s.'*^*^  The  prefent  adminiftration  has 
**  been  fuccefsful ;  laurels  have  been  obtain* 
ed;  public  meafures  are  conducted  with 
fpirit  and  wifdom-;  they  themfelves  enjoy 
**  fecurity ;  not  only  fo,  perhaps  they  enjoy 
^^  fortune  and  honours  ;  how  wrong  then 
^^  would  it  be  in  them  to  wiih  for  change ; 
^*  how  ungrateful!  how  guilty  I  even  of 
^'  treafon  I  they  deierve  punilhment !  per- 
"  haps  it  may  come  upon  them  !  their  aflb- 
^'  ciates  may  think  as  they  do !  may  feel  in« 
**  dignation !  or  fear  for  themfelves  I  the 
"  danger  is  urgent,  and  muft  be  prevented." 
Hurried  by  this  new  fet  of  feelings^  they  re- 
pent, confefs,  and,  from  the  deep  fenfe  they 

R  3  have 
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have  of  their  trefp^fs,  betray  their  friends^ 
On  account  of  this  extreme  fenfibility,  unfub* 
dued  or  uogoverned  by  reafon^  it  is  fcarcely 
probable   that  the  Rufl^ans  themfelvee,  how 
much  foever  they  may  occafionally  exprefa 
refentment,  indignation,  or  love  of  liberty^  as 
I  have  heard  feme  of  them  do  with  more  vio- 
Icnce  than  any  liberty-boy  of  Brentford^  un-r 
lefs  fome  dextrous,  infmuating,  and  fteady  fo* 
reigner  take  advantage  of   their  temporary 
tranfports,  fhall  ever  accomplifh  any  great  rcr 
volution.     The  chief  rulers  have  penetration 
enough  to  difcern  this  dcfeQ,  of  charaffcer ; 
and  though  they  may  be  .often  informed  of 
treafonable    fpeechps,   they  are  neverthelefs 
very  much  at  tfeeir  eaft.     At  the  fame  time, 
this   feature,    in  the    national  charader  of 
the  ^Ruffians,  ihews  how  necefiary  it  is  for 
their  Sovereigns,  without  incurring  the  blame 

pf  improper  fufpici on f  to  be  watchful  over  their 
proceedings,  apd  Wjsll  acquainted  with  their 
iecret  defigns  *. 

I  really  believe,  jhat  the  inqonftancy,  the 
deviations  from  truth,  and  even  perfidy,  with 
which  the   Ruffians  are  fometimes  charged^ 

*  Sep  Letter  XVII. 
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are  not  fo  much  the  effeds  of  determined 
vice,  as  of  irregular  feeling.     They  may  ap- 
pear wicked,  not  becaufe  they  adl  from  per^ 
verted  principles,  but  becaufe  they  have  nq 
permanent  principles.     They  never  could  lay 
to   themfelves,    **  Video  meliora  proboqiu^  de-^ 
"  teriora  fequor^^    becaufe  whatfoever  they 
do,  or  even  perpetrate,  they  think  they  ar^ 
a£ting  aright ;  and  as  they  feidom  look  bacl;: 
on  the  paft,  or  anticipate  the  futtire,  they  de- 
rive little  advantage   in  the  culture  of  their 
moral  principles  from  experience.     They  are 
bearded  children ;    the  creatures  of  the  pre- 
fent  hour ;    they  will  exprefs  the  moft  ardent 
affedion  in  the  moft  ardent  language ;  they 
will  exprefs  the  moft  furious  rage  in  the  moft 
vindidiive  terms.     But  as  you  need  riot  lay 
great  ftrefs  on  the  advantages  to  be  reaped 
from   their  friendfhip,  fo  you  need   not  be 
greatly  afraid  of  their   inveterate  or   latent 
enmity.     In  moments  of  extreme  good  hu- 
mour, a  Ruflian  will  make  ample  promifes; 
he  is  quite  fincere ;  his  feelings  at  the  time 
intereft  him  in  your  favour  ;    but  thofe  feelr 
ings    fubfidej     other    interefts    engage    his 
heart;  he  never  meant  to  deceive  you;  but 
Jiis  promifes  are  not  fulfilled.     If  you  feem 

R  4  a^xiou» 
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anxious  about  any  faftt  and  if  \he  maHer  la 
not  exactly  as  you  wiih  it  to  be,  your  Ruf* 
fian  friend  enters  warmly  into  your  wllbes  3 
he  would  not  add  to  your  anxietyt  but  he 
knows  that  the  fad  is  not  exadly  as  you 
conceive;  he  fees  in  it,  however,  feme  cir- 
cumftances    correfponding   to   your    defire; 
thefe  he  feleds ;  he  is  loth  to  tell  you  a  harfli 
truth  ;  and  if  he  does  not  tell  you  a  pleafmg 
fidion,    he  at  lead  lulls  your    difquietude. 
Rigid  virtue  may  call  this  double-dealing; 
but  the  Ruffian  neither  intends  deceiti  nor 
thinks  his  condud  deceitful.     In  like  man* 
ner  you  may  fometimes  fee  perfons  of  the 
higheft  rank,  even  before  Arangers,  engage 
in  violent  difputes,  particularly  if  they  are 
playir;:  at  cards  or  billiards;   and  treat  on^ 
another  at  Icaft  with    impetuofity.      Their 
own  language,  though  they  may  have  beea 
fpeaking  French  or  German  before,  becomesi 
on  thefe  occafions,  the  vehicle  of  their  prayers 
and  wiihes;   and  its  habits  of  phrafeology 
fecm  better  fuited,  than  thofe  of  the  weftem 
languages,  for  fuch  pure  and  r^peSlful  inters 
qourfe.     In  a  'few  minutes  after  they  are  as 
calm  as  if  nothing  had  happened,  and  feenc^ 
to  love  one  another  the  more  for  this  tran- 

fient 
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(lent  ebulhtfon*     Perfoas  of  fuch  irregular 
fenfibility  are  occafionally  very  brave»  or  very 
daftardly;  and  (b  are  the  Ruflians.     Some-» 
times  the  flighteft  danger  appalls  tfaem  ;  and 
feme  times  you  would  imagine  that  they  were 
incapable  of  fear,  or  had  no  fenfe  of  danger. 
This  tendency  is  correded  in  their  army  by 
the  (Irideft  difcipline.     It  is  perfedly  con- 
fiflent  with  this  account,  that  flight  enjoy- 
ments ihould  raife   them  to  the  fummit  of 
happinefs;  and  that  flight  lofles,   or  difap- 
pointments,   fliould  caft  them  down  in  de* 
fpair.      Accordingly,    their   happinefs    dif- 
plays  itfelf  in  appearances  of  infantine  le- 
vity;   and  their  defpondency  often    termi- 
nates in  fuicide.     The   immediate  view  of 
punifliment,  or  the    profpe£t  of  evil    firik- 
ing    their  fenfes,  may   reftrain  their  emo- 
tions ;  but,  removed  at  a  diftance,  or  om  of 
flght,  it  is  of  little  power.    One  of  their 
principal  dramatic  Poets,  and  he  has  indeed  ^ 
great  deal  of  genius,  befides  the  impetuoflt^ 
and  eagernefs  entailed  upon  him  by  \iU  pro«t 
feflion,  has  alfo  to  contend  with  the  precipi^ 
tancy  and  irregular  fenfibility  fb  common 
among  his  countrymen.     The  Governor  of 
Mofcowi  where  he  ufually  refidesi  ordered 

on© 
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onie  of  his  tragedies  to  be  reprefented.  The 
Poet  was  certainly  honoured  by  this  mark  of 
attention ;  and  the  Governor  really  intended 
to  do  him  honour ;  nor  was  there  anything 
that  could  reafonably  be  objefted  to  the  re- 
prcfentation.  But  the  Poet  had  been  taken 
in  a  wayward  humour.  He  oppofed  the  re- 
prefentation  with  indecent  violence,  and  treat- 
ed the  Governor  with  rude  difrefped.  The 
Emprefs,  whom  nothing  efcapes,  was  inform- 
ed of  it;'  but  refpeding  the  genius  of. the 
Poet,  while  flie  rebuked  the  folly  of  the  Ruf- 
fian, fhe  wrote  him  with  tempered  fcverity, 
and  told  him,  "That  though  fhe  was  much 
**  pleafed  with  his  imitations  of  paflion,  (he 
^*  could  not  bear  the  reality/' 

Perfons  of  the  charadier  now  mentioned, 
are  often  fluent  in  fpeech,  and  eloquent  in 
expreflion.  They  are  alfo  apt  to  be  in- 
fluenced by  the  powers  of  eloquence-  Full 
of  fenfibility,  they  enter  eafily  into  the  fe^U 
ings  of  others.  Such  are  the  Ruffians. — rr- 
Walking  one  day  along  the  GalerinhofF,  at  9, 
time  when,  by  the  removal  of  a  bridge  of 
boats,  the  communication  betweeq  that  ftrcet 
atod  an  oppofite  ifland  was  interrupted,  I  faw 

a  Rufliaq 
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a  Ruffian,  rather  better  dreffed  than  a  com* 
mon  peafanty  putting  fome  cows  into  a  boat 
intending  to  have  them  carried  to  the  other 
fide.     He  had  juft,  with  much  difficulty,  and 
the  affiftaQce  of  two  or  three  boatmeni  got 
them  in,  when  a  petty  officer,  with  fome  fol- 
diers,  arrived  at  the  place,  and  feemed  alfo  Iq 
great  hafte   to  get  acrofs  the  river.'   There 
was  no  other  boar ;  fo,  with  a  tone  of  great 
authority,   he  ordered   the  grazier,  or  cow- 
herd, or  whatever  he  was,  to  take  out  his 
cattle,  and  let   him  have  immediate  convey- 
ance.    The  Ruffian  was  loth ;  the  officer  in- 
fifted  ;  the  Ruffian  argued;  the  officer  grew 
angry ;  the  Ruffian  ftill  hefitjited  ;  and  a  fol- 
dier,   to  gratify  the  wrath  of  his   fuperior, 
jumped  into  the  boat,  gave  the  man  a  blow, 
and  ftruck  off  his  cap.     The  Ruffian    in  an 
inftant,  and  you  would   fay  by  involuntary 
Jmpulfe,  put  himiclf  into  one  of  the  fineft  at- 
titudes I  «ver  faw..    He  wore  a  long  garmenti 
fattened  about  his  body  with  a  girdle;  his 
forehead  was  high  and  bald  ;  his  hair  on  the 
hinder  part  of  his  head  was  fhort  and  grey  ; 
his  beard  long;     his  features   well  formed; 
and  his  afpedt,  notwithftanding  the  irifult  he 
|iad  met  with,  did  riot  feem  djfcompofed ;  he 

lifted 
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lifted  up  his  hands;  be  pled  with,  humble 
fubmiffion;  he  then  rofe  in  remonftraUve 
tones ;  he  then  fpoke  to  excite  compaflion  ; 
and»  at  length*  poured  out  a  torrent  of  irre* 
liftible  vehemence ;  every  change  in  his  ad- 
drefs  was  followed  by  correfponding  changes 
in  the  countenance  ^d  air  of  the  officer,  to 
whom  it  was  addrefled.  Till,  at  length, 
quite  fubdued>  he  turned  to  him  who  had 
given  the  blow,  and  beat  him  in  the  mod  fii^ 
rious  manner.  The  orator,  in  the  mean 
time,  lifted  his  cap,  put  it  on  with  an  air  of 
triumph;  and  bowing  once  or  twice  to  the 
officer,  while  he  was  adminiftering  chaflife« 
ment  to  the  foldier,  rowed  o£F  immediately 
with  his  cattle.-— That  Ruffians  of  all  ranks 
are  fond  of  mufic,  is  no  lefs  confident  with 
the  foregoing  account,  than  their  powers  ajid 
fufceptibility  of  eloquence. 

In  a  word,  the  defeats  in^he  national*  cha« 
rader  of  the  Ruffians,  feem  to  me  to  arife 
chiefly  from  want  of  culture.  Were  they 
taught  to  tc&cQl  on  the  paft,  and  anticipate 
the  future,  they  would  be  led  to  form  maxima 
and  general  rules  for  the  diredion  of  their 
conduft  ^.  Reafon  would  then  be  liflened  to  i 

f  See  letter  LIV. 

*  and 
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and  their  moral  principles  would  recover  t&eir 
authority.  But  they  will  never  either  reflet 
or  anticipate,  till  they  are  moved  to  thofe  exer- 
ci&s  by  fome  prevailing  intereft;  nor  can 
they  -ever  have  any  fuch  intereft,  till  they 
have  entire  fecurity  ^r  iheir  pcrfons  and  pof- 
fefHons.  How  is  this  to  be  done  ?  It  is  an 
important  problem  ;  and  great  and  immortal 
would   be  the  glory  df  that  fovereign  who 

« 

wotlld  really  defire  to  tinderftand  the  folution. 
Immortal  would  be  the  glory  of  that  fove- 
reign who  would  reftore  above  twenty  mil- 
lions of  men  to  the  Tights  of  intcfiigent  and 
rational  beings.  But'ia  this  atdiievement  to 
be  performed  by  one  perfon,  and  at  once  ?  1 
believe  not.  Itmirft  he  the^work  of  time  j  and 
muft  be  carried  on  by  fucceflive  changes.  To 
give  liberty  at  x)ace  to  twenty  millions  of 
Haves,  would  be  to  let  Idofe  on  numkind  fo 
many  robbers  and  fpoilers.  Before  flavea 
can  receive  freedom  in  full  [pofleflionf  they 
muil  be  taught  to  know,  relifhi  and  ufe  its 
bleffings.  This,  however,  is  to  be  done  gra- 
dually ;  and  if  it  is  to  be  done  according  to  a 
regular  plan,  thofe  who  have  fuch  things  in 
their  power,  muft  obferve  the  growth  of  free- 
dom in  thofe  places  where  it  arofe  fponta- 

neoui. 
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neous,  and  without  any  previous  purpofe.— 
Perhaps,  if  a  defpot  intended  to  lay  the  found- 
ation of  a  defign  fo  magnificent,  it  would  be 
proper  to  begin  with  giving  great  privileges 
to  commercial  and  manufaduring  towns.  It 
would  alfo  be  proper  to  reftore  their  rights  to 
fuch  provinces  as  might  formerly  have  en- 
joyed fome  freedom;  and  of  which  they 
might  f^ill  entertain  fome  fond  recoljedion. 
I  am  the  more  inclined  to  exprefs  thefe  opi- 
nions, as  fom^  of  the  Ruffians,  and  particularly 
thofe  in  the  vicinity. of  Archangel,  w^,'  I 
have  heard,  enjoy  greater  privileges  than 
their  brethren,  are  ufually  reprefented  as  ho- 
neft,  able  and  induftrious,  and,  indeed t  of  ^ 

*         *  A    •        *  •    * 

character  very  different  from  the  reft. , 

But. I  quit  fuch  Utopian  fpeculatidnsj  and 
will  only  exprefs  'my  wiflies, .  that  the  fmalt 
portion  of  the  human  rape  who  enjoy  real 
freedom,  mjiy  preferve  and 'make  a  proper 
ufcofit*    Adieu.  ,      *     .    ' 
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L  E  T  T  E  R     XXXV. 

■     With  fome  Verfes, 

'.     DE>R.  SIR,  '        Oft.  loth,  1.770. 

npHE  Banks. of  the  Neva  are  indeed  very 
.  -^  fine,  the  iflaqds  ,  delightful,  and  the 
woods  fragrant  i  but  they  are  fileqt.  Not  a 
thruih,  linnet,  or  goldfinch  have  I  feen  in 
Ruffia.  Peqple  tell  me,  however,  that  the 
fault  is  my  own;  and.  that  if. I  were  in  the 
country  early  enough  in  the  feafon,  1  might 
both  fee  and  hear  them.  They  even  pretend 
that  they  have  nightingales.  '  One  nightin- 
gale indeed  I  faw,  heard,  and  admired.  '  But 
it  came  from  Aftracan.  It  belonged  to  a 
ladyj  and,  unable  to  endure  the  approach  of 
winter,  fome' weeks  ago  it  died.  "  Alas!" 
you  will  fay,  *'  Poor  Nightingale!"  And 
y6uhav6  more  reafon  to  regret  its  death  than 
-  you  are  perhaps  aware  of;  for,  iriftead  of  get- 
ting a  letter  full  of  news  about  Turks  and 
Ruffians,  and '  of  hearing  how  the  Ottomar 

'  empin 
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empire  is  fhakcn  to  the  very  centre,  you  are 
to  have  a  poem  on  the  death  of  a  bird.  In 
blank  verfe  too  !  It  cannot  be  helped;  and  all 
you  can  have,  by  way  of  compenfation,  is  to 
amufe  yourfelf  with  remarking,  how  whimii-^ 
cally  we  may  be  affieded  by  the  various 
events  and  inc)d<fnts  that  happen  under  the 
fun.  A  fmall  bird,  hatched  near  the  Cafpian, 
and  buried  ih  an  ifle  in  the  Neva,  (hall  almoil 
difpofe  you,  who  are  fitting  in  a  neat  parlour, 
in  a  trim  manfion  on  the  border  of  Wiodfor 
foreft,  to  frown  ! 

Veffes  on  the  Death  of  a  Nightingale^  tJoritten 
in  the  JJle  of  Camim^row. 

MELODIOUS  warbler  I    Lucia  lov'd  thee, 

charmM 
With  thine  enchanting  wild  oote ;  and  I  weea 
Her  gentle  manners,  that  in  every  breaft 
Kindle  afFedion  and  efteem>  in  thee 
Kindled  afFedlion  ;  and  the  flrong  dedre 
To  imitate>  to  feize,  and  to  transfufe 
Into  thy  fong-like  fweetnefs.     And  thy  voice 
ObeyM  thee;  tuneful  in  thy  native  groves. 
Where  Volga  rolls  his  mighty  flood,  and  laves 
The  realm  of  Aftracan  j  more  tuneful  now, 

Evea 
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Even  in  a  northern  clime,  and  In  the  ifles 
Of  Ingrian  Neva.     Not  the  mournful  plaint 
Of  that  Hefperian  Nightingale,  that  charm'd 
The  foul  of  Maro,  when  his  raptur'd  mufe 
Beheld  the  Thracian  Poet,  by  the  ftream 
Of  Hebrus,  wailing,  with  inceflant  woe. 
His  loft  Eurydice  :  Nor  even  the  fong. 
That  fiird  with  extafy  th'  impaffion'd  mind 
Of  Milton,  when,  beneath  the  moonlight  pale. 
All  by  the  margin  of  his  native  Thames, 
He  held  high  converfe    with  th'    infpiring 

Powers 
That  dealt  him  mlnftrelfy  divine— could  e'er 
Thy  melody  furpafs.     The  gentle  gales 
Children  of  Summer,  born  in  Tempe,  heard 
Thy  fongs  expreffive ;  and,  with  fond  delay. 
Lingered  amid  the  northern  Iky,  beyond 
The   time  allowed  them,  fliedding   fragrant 

flowers. 
And  mildnefs  unpermitted.— 
Boreas  beheld,  as  on  a  fnowy  clifF, 
Shining  with  thoufands  ofrefleded  rays. 
Azure,  and  green,  and  crimfon,  he  reclined, 
Wrap*d  in  a  robe  rough  with  effulgent  froft. 
Viewing  his  vaft  domain,  from  Zembla  fouth 
To  the  chaff'd  billows  of  the  Cafpian  main. 
Boreas  beheld  !  **  And  fhall  thefe  wanton  gales 

S  **  Longer 
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**  Lpngcr  infult  me  ?  Shall  a  warbliag  notc^ 
*'  Or  the  weak  native  of  a  fouthern  cliaie, 
**  Even  by  my  throne,  with  arrogant  delay^ 
•«  Detain   them?    He  (hall   perifh/*  fternly 

fierce 
He  fpake ;  and  inftant  fent  a  rapid  blaft^ 
Arm'd  with  an  icy  (haft,  and  in  a  fhower 
Of  fnow  enveloped.     Howling  how  he  flevr 
Acrofs  the  dark'ning  Ladago  !  The  flowers 
Wither'd  before  him  :  and  at  evening  fiour# 
He  gain'd  the  border  of  our  iflc.     O  then 
Thy  melting  voice,  fweet  Nightingale!  was 

loft :  (gales 

Thy  Lucia  mourn'd ;  the  mufes  mourn'd ;  the 
Of  fummer  fled  reludant ;  on  thy  grave 
Sighing  full  fore,  and  fcatt'ring  as  they  flew 
Decaying  blooms,  fad  relics  of  their  woe* 
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LETTER    XXXVI. 

Acc&unt  of  Goods  exported  from  St.  Peterfburg 

in  1769. 


St.^ettrltyurg,  Nov.  7th,  17^0. 

♦  *  ♦  «  ^  *  ^-p\  fj  g    jron  in  Siberia    is 

A  wrought  at  little  cxpence :. 
the  pkces  where  it  \s  found  arc  by  the  fides 
of  large  rivers.  Provifions  are  cheap :  a 
flieep  may  be  bought  for  thirty  copies  *,  and 
the  rivers  are  ftored  with  excellent  fifti.  Wood 
for  working  the  iron  is  found  every  where  in 
the  greateft  abundance.  Not  only  fo,  but  the 
foil  in  the  fouthern  and  eaftern  parts  of  Rttf* 
fia  u  very  fertile.  The  Ukraine  alone,  with 
no  other  labour  than  that  of  plowing,  cotild 
fupply  the  whole  of  European  RufEa  with  . 
corn.  The  empire,  bcfidesats  vicinity  to  the 
Cafpian,  Euxine,  Baltic,  and  Northern  Seas, 
is  interfperfed  with  lakes,  and  interfeded  by 

S  2  navigable 
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navigable  rivers;  thefe  might  eafily,  by 
means  of  canals,  s  be  made  to  communicate 
with  one  another.  Nor  is  even  land-carriage 
interrupted,  or  rendered  difficult  here,  as  ia 
many  other  places,  l>y  fens  and  nrountains. 
The  natural  advantages  of  Ruffia,  therefore, 
might  render  it  one  of  the  richeft  countries  in 
Europe. 

•  Accordit)gly,  even  in  its  prefent  infant  ftate 
of  improyement,   the  balance  of   trade  has 
been,  of  late  years, -more  unfavourable  to  Bri- 
tain   than  formerly.       Many  fuch-  manufac- 
tures  as  were  imported  by   Englilh   traders, 
fome  time  ago,  and  fold  here  with  large  pro-, 
fits,  are  now  wrought  in  the  country.     For- 
merly the  coarfe  cloth,  with  which  the  army 
is  clothed,  was  brought  from  England ;  it  is 
now  wrought  in  Ruffia.     Pewter  alfo  was  a 
profitable   commodity ;    but    pewter    difhes, 
vvith  earthern  ware,  and  even  china,  may  be 
had  here  very  good,  and  manufactured  in  the 
country.     The  filk  manufadture  at  Mofcow  is 
in  a  thriving  condition ;    and    Ruffian  linen 
and  diaper  are  fold  in  Britain. 

*  You  will  receive,  however,  a  more  diftind 
notion  of  the  commer<:e  of  this  empire  from 
the  following 
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-r 1 

/fccQunt  of  Goods  exported  from  St.  Peterjburg  in   1769, 

h^  326  Englijh  Shipsy  and  247  of  cthtr  Nations. 

Qjaliiy  of  Goods. 

Quantity. 

Firft  Cofl. 

Iron           *-          — 

Pood           a»409  ^87 

Rubles    1,686,7(0  :  90 

Clean  Hemp     — .     -— 

1,2*9  400 

■l,5^8,;i»D. 

Outihot  D  t(o       — 

168,691 

18-5,5^0  :  10 

Half  clean  Di  to    — 

92,25* 

9a.as8  . 

Hemp  CodiHe       — 

113,^31 

45»33»  '  80 

Flax,  11  hejided     — 

104  497 

«95.93i  »  87 

Di?to,  9  ditto     —     — 

39^9^ 

^2,833  1     5 

Ditto,  6  ditto         — 

10,205 

13,011  »  37 

Ditto  Codille    —    -^ 

'4,765 

66,44  :  25 

Hidct        —        — 

144,612 

,83«>749  5  «o 

BriAles,  I  ft  and  sd  fort 

13,761 

81,566 

lAnglafs         •—       — 

4,»'4 

82,798 

Soap  and  Candle  Tallow 

26Z.640 

♦30,3  3^ 

!»oap          — «           — > 

I2,80T 

19,201    :      5 

Hemp  Oil      ~      — 

92,403 

110  883  :  60 

Train  Oil     —      — 

93S8 

1X9265  t  60 

LintfeedOil    —    — 

1,243 

•,113  :   10 

Wax        —            — 

8,4 

8.750  ;  50 

Hotfe  Hair     —      — 

3.IS8 

51738  t  40 

HorfeTjiila    — .  — 

30,547 

3*034  8  80 

Cow  Hair     —      — 

igo 

900 

Tallow  Candies     — 

9:096 

30.016  i  So 

Caviar          —          — 

5.4«4 

13710 

Wax  CandJei      — 

4» 

541  :  20 

Cordage'  *     -r-       — 

6,6g8 

14,703  8  60 

Hops        —        — 

'467 

1,214  :   20 

Tobacco        —        -^ 

4,581 

4,122    X    9C 

Soal  Leather         —  • 

6,334 

31,670 

Copper        —        — 

4)C20 

29  145 

Pitca         —         — 

8,39* 

10,070  s  40 

Tar            —         — 

1,658 

1,989  :  60 

Rofm        —        — • 

1,47  5 

»;475 

Carraway  Seed       — 

162 

194  :  40 

Anife  Seed     —      — 

3 

3  ••  30 

Bfoad  Diaper      —    . 

Arflieeo         431,616 

36,687  J  36 

Narrow  Ditto     —    — 

458,070 

a«.903  '  50 

Broad  Linen     —     — 

«6il,q77 

*>*3S3  «     5 

Narrow  Linen      — ^ 

i,69s.668 

76.305  :     6 

Sundry  forts  Linen 

i35»>34 

9,487  :  38 

Crafli         —        — 

873»776 

26,113  :  ig 

Drills         —         — 

Pieces             6  ■'•583 

193,749 

Flcms        — 

i»,6oi 

75,606 

Raven  Dack       — 

43,406 

I73»^*4 

Sail  Cloth     —      — 

33'33S 

.   100,010 

l62 
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Account  of  Goods^ 

£5ff.  continued. 

Quality  of  Goods. 

Qaantity. 

Firft  Coft. 

Hare  Skins 

^     ^ 

Pieces 

297*3*^ 

Rub' 

es 

47.6po, 

Squirrel  Skins       — r       | 

47#500 

3.S6*  ' 

50 

Bear  Skins 

.^ 

483 

2,173  » 

so 

Fox  Skins    . 

—      *«. 

428 

5*3  « 

60 

Lynx  Skins 

— r           — 

2S 

924 

Ermine 

<►              •■— • 

Tun 

15, 

2|Q 

Feathers      - 

^     .i*. 

Pood 

375 

IiMQ 

Down      •??— 

-»       .^ 

I3» 

1.348 

Gunpowder 

•i.     — ~ 

60 

369 

Rhubarb       • 

..       ,^ 

I 

.   ^5 

Mafts         - 

— ~ 

Pieces 

62 

6,20Q 

Deals       <— 

»-    — 

Dozen 

85.375 

I23,3?9  i 

44 

Mates          *- 

•-. 

Pieces 

4,600 

184 

Wheat 

—         — 

Chetiyfits 

29,100 

nMpo 

Ox  Bones 

.^ 

Pieces 

27.000 

JOQ 

Old  Iroo 

"^    — ' 

Pood 

2»450 

I.470 

RoblS9  6j^^4>5)»4 ;     # 


N.  B.  I  Bergeoltz  is  10  Pood. 

I  Pood  is  40  Ppund»«r?run  equal  to  35I  Pound  EogliA. 

I  Arflveen  is  af  Inches  Enghib. 

7  J  ChctwertSj  corn  meafure,  make  a  ToQ, 
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L  E  T  T  E  H    XXXVir. 

With  an  Account  of  the  Abdication  of  ViSior 
jimadeusj  King  of  Sc^rdinici^  in  the  Tear 
730. 


\ 


D  E  A  R   S I  R.  St.  Pctcrfturg*  1770. 

I  FLATTER  myfclfthat  the  inclofed  ac- 
count of  the  Abdication  of  Vidor  Amadeus, 
JCing  of  Sardinia,  who  rcfigned  his  fceptre  in 
the  year  1 730,  will  afford  you  fome  amufe- 
ment.  He  is  not  the  only  Prince  recorded 
in  hiftory,  who  exchanged  the  pomp  and 
pares  of  royalty  for  the  obfcurity  or  the  peace 
of  retirment.  But  though  feveral,  before  the 
prefent  century,  have  prefented  this  rtjrious 
fpeftacle  to  mankind,  we  cannot  boaft  of 
being  fully  acquainted  with  their  motives  or 
expedations.  A  crown  has  fo  many  charms, 
that  the  ftjjte  of  mind  which  copld  induce  a 
Sovereign  Prince  to  refign  his  dignity,  and  * 
his  fubfequ^nt  conduA  or  deportment,  are,  to 
thofe  who  would  obferve  human  nature,  ob- 

S  4  jefts 
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je£ls  of  great  curiofity*  The  following  ac- 
count pretends  to  give  a  full  view  of  the  mo- 
tives that  urged  his  Sardinian  Majefty  in  bis 
abdication, .  and  of  his  conduct  in  his  retire-r 
ment.  Nor  would  I  have  offered  it  to  your 
perufal,  if  I  did  not  believe  the  intelligence  it; 
conveys  authentic.  It  was  written  originally 
in  Italian,  and  as  I  know  not  of  its  having 
been  ever  publiflied  in  Britain  *,  either  in  the 
original,  or  in  any  other  language,  I  hope  the 
perufal  of  the  following  Englifli  -f-  tranflation 
will  afford  you  fome  entertainment. 

You  will  recoiled,  that  Pope  Paul  III. 
created  his  natural  fon,  Peter  Lewis  Farnefe, 
Duke  of  Parma> — that  the  fovereignty  of  the 
Parmefan  remained  \xi  the  Farnefe  family  till 
the  year  173I1 — that  as  the  failure  6f  the 
the  male  line  feemed  inevitable,  it  had  beea 
agreed  upon  that  Don  Carlos,  fpn  to  the 
Queen  of  Spain,  who  was  defcended  of  the 
Farnefe  family,  fhoulcj  fucceed  to  that  duke- 
dom ;  but  not  without  receiving  it  from 
Charles  Emperor  of  Geroiany  as  a  fief  of  the 
Empire, — that  this  fettlement  was  determined 

*  Yet  a  French  tranfladon  of  this  little  trafl  may  be  met 
wiib  iQ  many  places  on  the  ContiMnt. 
f  By  an  ingenious  friend. 

by 
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by  a  treaty  between  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and 
Madrid,  ratified  at  Vienna  in  the  year  1725^ 
—that  by  the  treaty  of  Seville,  ratified  in 
the  year  1729,  Great  Britain  engaged  to  affift 
the  Spaniards  in  bringing  fix  thbufand  Spa- 
ni(h  troops  into  Tufcany  and  Parma, — and, 
laftly,  that  the  Emperor,  jealous  or  appre- 
henfive  of  the  power  of  Spain,  notwithfland- 
ing  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  was  determined  to 
oppofe  the  entry  of  thofe  troops  into  Italy, 
Keeping  thofe  previous  events  in  view,  you 
vvill  enter  .eafily  into  the  following  detail. 

THE  EMPEROR  OF  CERM ANY  liaving 
formed  the  refolution  of  oppofing,  by  the  moft 
vigorous  exertions,  the  entry  of  fix  thoufand 
Spaniards  into  Italy;-  having,  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  fent  a  con fiderable  army  into  Tufcany 
and  the  Parnielan;  and  having  engaged  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Florence  on  his  fide,  was  fen- 
fible  it  would  be' of  the  grealeft  advantage  to 
his  affairs,  alfo  to  engage  in  his  interefts  the 
King^  of  Sardinia.  With  this  view  he  figni- 
fied  to  that  Prince,,  by  the  Governor  of  Mi- 
lan, that  if  he  would  unite  with  him,  he 
would  furnifh  him,  in  cafe  of  neceflity,  with 
gn  army  of  12,000  men,  confiding  of  8,000 

foot 
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foot  and  4,000  horfe,  to  a£t'in  concert  with 
the  Germans;  that  he  would  appoint  him 
Governor  of  the  Milancfe  for  life ;  ^nd  to 
enable  him  to  hold  his  troops  in  readinefs  to 
march  on  the  Ihorteft  notice,  that  he  woqid 
pay  down  to  him  immediately  300,000  phi-, 
lips,  /^madeus  accepted  of  thefe  conditions  - 
and  the  Emperor  ordered  the  money  to  be 
paid,  providing  that  he  ihould  refund  it,  if  he 
had  no  occafion  for  the  12,000  men.  This 
treaty  was  concluded  and  figned  at  Milan  by 
the  Ambafladors  of  the  Emperor  and  thofcof 
his  Sardinian  Majefty,  in  the  month  of  June^ 
A.  D.  173^. 

Some  time  after  this  the  Spani(h  AmbaiTa* 
dor,  then  at  Genoa,  vifued  the  Court  of  Turin 
incognito ;  and,  in  a  private  audience  with  the 
King  of  Sardinia,  offered  him,  on  the  part  of 
the  King  his  mailer,  the  cities  of  Novare  an(} 
Pa  via,  together  with  feveral  adjacent  territo-. 
ries  beyond  the  Teffin,  which  now  conftitute 
a  part  of  the  Dukedom  of  Milan,  and  belong 
to  the  Emperor,  on  condition  that  he  would 
join  him  to  expel  the  Imperialifis  oiut  of 
Ijalyj  unlefs  they  would  allow  Don  Carlos  thi^ 
uamqlefted  pofleffion  of  the  Parmefim.  Vic- 
tor 
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tor  not  only  regarded  thefc  offers  of  Spain  as 
much  morq  advantageous  than  thofe  of  the 
Imperial  court,  but  alfo  believed  that  England 
and  France  had  entered  into'  a  refblution  to 
co-operate  with  the  Spaniards  in  driving  the 
forces  of  the  Emperor  out  of  Italy.  He 
therefore  willingly  ^icceptfed  of  them,  and 
promifed  to  afTift  Don  Carlo?  with  his  army 
againd  thq  Germans. 

Notwithftanding  the  great  precautions 
which  he  had  ufed  to  conceal  this  new  and 
perfidious  alliance  into  which  he  had  entered, 
the*  Emperor's  "emiflaries  entertained  fome. 
fufpicions  of  the  truth  ;  they  communicated 
them  to  their  matter ;  and  he,  of  confeqqencc, 
gave  immediate  orders  to  the  Governor  of 
Milan,  to  threaten  ViGor  with  the  heavieft 
efFedis  of  his  vengeance.  That  Prince  ex- 
cufed  himfelf  as  well  as  he  could,  by  denying 
the  charge.  >  But  when  he  was  afterwards  in- 
formed, by  his  Ambaflador  at  Vienna,  that 
the  Aulic  Council  feemed  dlfpofed  to  enter  in- 
to the  meafures  of  the  Allies  of  Seville,  he 
wa3  filled  with  terror  and  confternation,  from 
the  apprehenfion  that  thofe  two  powers  would 
undoijbt^dly  take  fucji  fignal  vengeance  on 

5  his 
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his  perfidy,  as  would  prove  equally  ruinous 
to  his  interefts,  and  difgraceful  to  himfdf. 

Vidor,  thus  agitated  by  a  thoufand  differ?- 
cnt  emotions,  and  at  a  lofs  how  to  recover,  the 
falfe  ftep  he  had  taken,  refolved  at  length  to 
diveft  himfelf  of  the  fovereignty,  till  his  af- 
fairs (hould  affume  a  more  favourable  afpeflr. 
He  hoped  that  he  might  thus  (helter  himfelf 
from  the  ftorm  vyrhich  was  ready  to  burft  over 
his  head,  and  that  a  pretended  abdication  of 
the  Crown,  by  extricating  him  from  thofe 
cmbarraflSng  engagements,  would  tend  .to 
filence  the  clamour  that  might  be  raifed 
againft  him.  This  meafure,  indeed,  was  not 
agreeable  to  the  maxims  of  Machiavel,  whom 
this  Prince  had  hitherto  followed  with  fcru- 
pulous  exadnefs.  He  flattered  himfelf,  how- 
ever, with  hopes  of  fuccefs';  and  trufted  to 
the  implicit  fubmiflion  of  his  fon,  together 
with  the  afFedionate  attachment  of  his  fub- 
je<3s.  But  we  fhall  fee,  in  the  fequel,  hovr 
widely  he  was  miftaken. 

Previous  to  the  excution  of  his  fcheme,  he 
judged  it  proper,  by  communicating  fomepart 
of  his  defigns  to  the  Prince  of  Piedmont,  to 

prepare 
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prepare  him  for  this  important  event.     With 

this  view,  for  two  months  before  his  abdica^ 

.  •        .  .    .     »  . 

tion.of  the  crown,  he  retired  with  him  dailv 

into  a  private  apartment,  and  addrefled  him 

in  fuch  terms  as  thefe: "  My  dear  Son, 

**  I  am  not  yet  fo  much  funk  under  the  in- 

**  firmities  incident  to  old  age,  as   I  am  op- 

**  prefled  by  the  anxious  cares  that  attend  on 

**  fovereignty.      I  am  therefore  difpofed  to 

*^  retire  for  fome  time  from  public  affairs,  in 

"  order  to  unbend  my  mind,   apd  to  commit 

•'  the  reins   of  government  to  your  hands* 
"  Thp'  burthen,  my   Son,  is  indeed  heavy, 

**  and  my  fears  are  great,  left,  at  fuch  an  age, 
"  you  ihould  prove  unequal  to  its  weight. 
**  Your  experience  in  affairs  of  ftate  is 
*^  fmall ;  for  you  know  that  I  have  hitherto 
**  avoided  to  initiate  you  in  the  myfteries  of 
**  politics,  or  to  truft  to  any  one  the  manage- 
**  ment  of  the  ftate.  I  have  hitherto  govern- 
**  ed  my  fubjedls  without  the  aid  of  any  mi- 
•*  nifter.  But  this  is  an  art  to  be  attained 
**  only  by  long  experience.  It  is  therefore 
abfolutely  neceffary,  my  dear  Son,  that  you 
fliould,  in  the  beginning  of  your  reign^ 
*'  have  fome  fage  Mentor,  to  diredi  your  prc- 
*'  ceedings,  and  enable  you  to  maintain,  or 


"  even 


270         ANECDOTES   OP   THE 

•*  even  increafe  that  authority  \<rith  which  I 
^  am  now  about  to  inveft  you.  But  as  it  is 
••  very  dangerous  for  a  Prince,  in  early  life, 
••  to  repofe  unlimited  confidence  in  any  indi* 
«*  vidua!  of  his  fubjeds,  I  have  refolved,  un- 
**  til  you  are  qualified  to  govern  alone,  that  I 
**  myfelf  fhall  difcharge  the  duty  of  your  di- 
**  redlor.  On  thefe  terms,  my  Son,  I  have 
**  refolved  to  furrender  to  you  my  crown ; 
•*  confider  them,  and  inform  me  whether 
••  they  be  fuhed  to  your  inclination^/' 

The  Prince  of  Piedmont  replied  with  the 
moft  profound  refpeCt,  **  That  his  Majefty 
**  might  do  what  feemed  to  him  meet ;  and 
V  that  while  he  enjoyed  that  life  which 
**  he  derived  from  him^  he  might  remain 
*'  aflured  of  his  fubmiffion  and  fidelity  ;  that, 
♦*  whether  his  Majefty  chofc  to  diyeft  him- 
•*  felf  of  his  royal  authority  or  not,  he  would 
"  ever  efteem  it  his  indifpenfible  duty  to 
**  yield  the  moft  entire  obedience  to  his  will. 
*'  In  oije  word,  he  promifed  that,  whatever 
**  events,  (hould  take  place,  he  (hould  always 
**  refpeft  him  as  his  Father  and  his  Sove- 
•*  reign."  This  declaration,  often  repeated 
by  a  young  Prince,  hitherto  a  ftranger  to 

the 
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the  arts  of  difimulation,  gave  the  mod 
entire  fatisfadloii  to  the  King ;  and  he  re- 
folved  to  delay  no  longer  the  execution  of 
a  fcherhe  from  which  he  expeded,  at  the 
fame  time^  to  derive  bQth  tranquillity  and 
honoun 

He  therefore  illued  ah  order  on  the  fecond 
bf  September  1730,  to  the    Princes  of  the 
Blood,  the  ICnights  of  the  Order  of  the  An- 
hunciation9  the  Minifters  and  Secretaries  of 
State,  the  Archbifhop  of  Turin,  the  Gri^nd 
Chancellor,  the  firft  Prefidents,  the  dcnerals 
of  the  army,  and  all  thofe  who  held  the  chief 
offices  at  court,  to  aflcmble  on  the  morrow,  at 
three  o^clock  in  the  afternoon,  at  the  Caftle 
of  Rivole,     There,  after  having  fummoned  a 
Council  of  State,  he  declared,  that  he  made  a 
general  abdication  of  his  kingdom,  and  of  all 
his  dominions,  in  favour  of  his  fon  Charles 
Emmanuel,    Prince    of  Piedmont.      Then, 
having  ordered  all  thofe  who  had  come  from 
Turin,  in  obedience  to  bis  commands^  to  be 
admitted,  the  Marquis  del  Borgo,  Secretary  of 
State,  read  the  AQ.  of  Abdication  with  a  loud 
voice,  after  which  his  Majefty  addrefled  the 
afTembly  in  a  very  pathetic  difcourfe^  to  the 
following  purpofe : 

«  The 


I 
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*'  The  innumerable  troubles  and  toil* 
"  which  I  have  undergone,  without  inters 
**  mifTion,  during  a  reign  of  fifty  years^ 
"  without  mentioning  the  infirmities  to  which 
•*  all  men  are  liable,  and  the  age  to*  which  I 
•*  have  attained,  would  have  been  more  than 
•*  enough  to  render  the  burthen  of  govern- 
**  ment  heavy  and  intolerable  to  me.  Be- 
•*  fides,  as  my  end  is  now  drawing  nigh,  and 
**  as  I  begin  to  regard  death  as  the  common 
•*  lot  of  fovereigns  and  of  their  fubjeds,  I 
•'  confider  myfelf  as  bound,  by  the  moft  fa- 
**  cred  obligations,  to  interpofe  fome  fpace 
•*  between  the  throne  and  the  grave.  Thefe 
**  motives  have  been  powerful  enough  to  lead 
me  to  that  meafure  which  I  have  this  day 
adopted;  and,  efpecially,  as  Providence 
feems  to  favour  my  intentions,  by  beftow- 
ing  upon  me  a  fon  worthy  of  fucceeding 
me,  and  of  governing  my  people ;  a  fon 
*'  endowed  with  all  thofe  qualities  that  adorn 
*'  a  deferving  Prince.  I  have  therefore,  re- 
*•  folded,  without  hefitation,  to  transfer  to 
**  him,  by  a  folemn  aft,  figned  this  day  with 
**  my  own  liand,  the  fupreme  authority  over 
"  all  my  dominions,  and  am  refolved  to  pafs 
*^  the  remainder  of  my   days   at  a  diflance 

**  from 
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**  from  affairs  of  ftate.  I  exhort  you^  there- 
*'  fore,  to  ferve  the  Kingj  my  well- beloved 
*'  fon,  with  the  fame  inviolable  fidelity  which 
**  yc  have  ever  demonftrated  towards  my- 
*•  felf ;  affuring  you,  at  the  fame  time^  that  I 
**  have  earneftly  reeomfimended  you  to  hia 
**  royal  favour.  ^ 

King  Atnadeus,  iipoti  his  abdication,  had 
recomitiended  it  to  his  fon  to  caufe  all  the 
edates  of  his  nobility  and  gentry  to  be  fur-* 
tcyed,  and  to  proportion  their  taxes  to  the 
extent  of  their  poffeflions.  Had  this  mea- 
fure  been  carried  into  execution,  it  would  in- 
deed have  augmented  the  revenues  of  the 
crown,  but  it  would  have  ruined  the  no- 
bility. When  Charles  afcended  the  thronet 
he  found  it  improper  to  adopt  it.  This  gave 
great  offence  to  the  abdicated  Monarch  ;  he 
wrote  his  fon  on  the  fubjed,  more  in  the  ftyle 
of  a  liiafter  than  of  a  father ;  and  when  he 
found  that  his  fon  ftill  perfifted  in  negleding 
his  remonftrances,  he  formed  the  refoluiion 
of  refuming  the  fovereignty. 

Amadeus  had  referved  for  himfelf  a  yearly 
penfion  of  501O00  crowns,  and  retained  only 

T  a  few 
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a  few  domeftics  about  his  perfon.  He  had 
made  choice  of  the  caftle  of  Chamberry  foi; 
the  place  of  his  refidence ;  to  which  he  re- 
paired a  few  days  after  his  abdication,  being 
then  in  the  fixty-fdurth  year  of  his  age,  and  a 
widower  fince  the  26th  of  Auguft  1728.  He 
had  left  a  miftrefs  in  Piedmont,  who  was 
known  by  the  title  of  the  Countefs  of  St.  Se- 
baftian ;  and  as  this  lady  performs  a  very 
confpicuous  part  in  the  fequel  of  this  ftory, 
it  will  not  be  foreign  to  our  purpofe  to  men- 
tion, in  this  place,  the  outlines  of  her  life  and 
charader. 

Her  maiden  name  was  Madamoifelle  de 
Cumiane.  While  yet  only  fifteen  years  of 
age,  fhe  was  a  maid  of  honour  to  the  Queen 
Dowager,  the  mother  of  Amadeus.  This 
Prince,  who  was  then  only  in  his  thirtieth 
year,  took  more  delight  in  the  gay  converfa- 
tion  of  the  ladies  of  his  mother's  court,  thaa 
in  canvaffing  with  his  miniffers  the  difficult 
affairs  of  ftate ;  and  fuch  amufement  was  the 
more  agreeable  to   him,  that  the  Queen*, 

*  She  had  been  educated  at  the  Coart  of  France,  being  the 
daughter  of  the  Duke  de  Nemours,  who  was  killed  in  a  duel 
by  the  Duke  de  Beaufort,  which  was  the  occaiioa  of  Lewis 
XIV.  prohibiting  duels  on  pain  of  death. 

who 
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*vho  was  no  lefs  addided  to  gaiety  than  him- 
felf,  admitted  thofe  only  into  her  train  who 
were  remarkable  for  their  beauty.  Thus  the 
Prince,  and  the  young  lords  of  his  court,  en- 
joying the  pleafures  of  variety,  never  expe- 
rienced difguft.  At  length,  however,  Ama- 
deus,  fixing  his  afFe£tions  on  Madamoifelle 
de  Cumiane,  loaded  her  with  extraordinary 
favours,  fo  that,  in  a  fhort  time,  fhe  became 
diftinguiflied  from  all  her  fair  companions, 
by  an  unfeemly  change  in  her  fliape.  In  or- 
der to  remove  this  deformity,  the  Queen 
Dowager,  who  was  a  faithful  confident  to  her 
fon,  as  well  as  an  afFedlionate  mother,  gave 
her  immediately  in  marriage  to  the  Count 
de  St.  Sebaftian,  her  Premier  Ecuyer^  who 
cfleemed  himfelf  highly  honoured  in  being 
admitted  into  fuch  an  intimate  connection 
with  his  Sovereign.  The  Countefs  his  wife 
was  made  one  of  the  Queen's  Dames  dUon^ 
neur ;  and  notwithftanding  her  marriage,  was 
often  honoured  by  the  afliduities  of  the  King. 
Sometimes,  however,  when  any  new  intrigue 
intervened,  thefe  attentions  were  interrupted. 
But  even  when  the  Countefs-  ho  longer  pof- 
feflfed  the  King's  afFedions,  (he  had  the  addrefs 
fo  cffeflually    to  fecure  his  friendfhip  and 

T  a  -efleem, 
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efieemi  that  fhe  flill  maintained  her  influence 
over  him ;  and  when  fhe  was  left  a  widow  in 
A.  D.  1723,  the  King  undertook  the  care  of 
her  children,  and  attended  to  them  as  particiH 
larly  as  if  they  had  been  his  Own.  He  at  the 
fame  time  appointed  her  an  apartment  in  the 
palace,  which  communicated  with  his  own» 
and  enabled  him  to  vifit  her  as  familiarly  as 
he  defired,  without  obfervation  or  fcandaL 
He  afterwards  named  her  one  of  the  ladies 
xa  the  train  of  the  Princefs  of  Piedmont* 

•I 

Such  had  been  the  fortunes  of  the  Countefa 
de  St.  Sebaftian,  till  the  abdication  of  Ama- 
deus.  As  foon  as  fhe  received  information 
of  this  event,  being  naturally  ambitious,  and 
well  verfed  in  intrigue,  fhe  immediately  went 
in  quefl  of  Father  Audormiglia,  Abbot  of  at 
Monaflery  of  Fenillants,  and  Confeflbr  in 
Ordinary  to  King  Amadeus,  and  of  Dr. 
Boggio,  Curate  of  St.  John's,  his  Spiritual  Di- 
rector. She  fuggefled  to  ihera,  that  the 
King,  in. order  to  make  reparation  for  the  in- 
jury which  he  had  done  her  and  her  family, 
had,  fince  the  death  of  the  Queen,  frequently 
promifed  to  conclude  with  her  a  private  mar- 
riage;   and  that,  now  having  abdicated  the 

throne^ 


RUSSIAN    EMPIRE,  277 

throne,  he  ought  not  any  longer  to  delay  the 
performance  of  his  promife  ;  for,  having  thus 
defcended  to  a  level  v\rith  private  perfons,  he 
could,  with  lefs  difficulty,  fulfil  the  duty  of  a 
Chriftian,  and  of  a  man  of  honour.  She  thea 
promifed  thofe  two  ecclefiaftics,  that  if,  by 

their  means^  fhe  became  the  wife  of  that 
Prince,  Ihe  would  employ  all  her  intereft 
with  her  hufband,  in  order  to  promote  them 
to  the  chief  dignities  of  the  church.  En- 
gaged by  tbefe  promifes,  as  well  as  by  the 
pleafing  and  infinuating  addrefs  of  the  Coun*- 
tefs,  ihoCc  ecclefiaftics  did  every  thing  in 
their  power  to  promote  her  defigns,  and  they 
found  little  difficulty  in  rendering  their  en. 
ideavours  efFedtual ;  for  the  King  was  very 
well  pleaied  to  have  fuch  a  companion  in  his 
•folitude  as  this  lady,  to  whom,  as  to  another 
felf,  he  might  confide  the  moft  fecret  fenti- 
ments  of  his  heart.  In  ihort,  he  fent  for  her, 
and  married  herpubliily;  he  thereupon  de- 
manded 100,000  crowns  of  the  King  his  fon, 
which  were  immediately  granted  him;  this 
fum  he  prefented  to  his  wife,  that  flie  might 
purchafe  with  it  an  eftate  for  the  children  of 
Jier  former  marriage ;  and,   with  this  view, 

T  3  flie 


278  ANECDOTES   OF  THE 

(he  purchafed  the  Marquifate  of  Spigna,  of 
which  flie  henceforth  aflumed  the  title. 

Amadeus,  during  the  firft  four  months,  ap- 
peared to  be  fufficiently  happy  in  his  retirer 
ment ;  and  the  Marchionefs  his  wife,  whp 
ftudied  afliduoufjy  to  fuit  herfelf  to  his  hy- 
mour,  alfo  aflpmed  thg  appe^ranc?  o^"  hapr 
pinefsp     At  the  fatne  time,  obferving  that  the 
King  was  dijatisfied  with  his  houfe,  and  th^t 
Jie  frequently  propofed  to  repair  it,  (he  exert- 
ed herftlf  ftreauoully  to  difTu^de  him  from  his 
purpofe,  by  reprefenting  tp  him,  that  it  was 
not  worth  his  while  to  repair  ^n  old  caftlp, 
\vhich   was  every  where  falling   into  ruin  -, 
that  he  could  never  render  it  either  agreeable 
or  commodious,  but  by  pulling  it  down  and 
ereding  a  new  one  in  its  (lead  j  and  for  this 
(he  faw  no  neceflity,   fince  his  Majefty  had 
many    fine   palaces    in   Piedmont,    amongf): 
which  he  might  chufe  the  place  of  his  refi- 
dence ;  to  all  which  (he  added,  that  the  clir 
mate  pf  that  country  would  be  more  favou^p^ 
^ble  to  his  heaUh  than  that  qf  Savoy. 

By  fuch  arguments  as  thefe,  the  Ma^chio* 
pefs  endeavoured  to  give  her  hufbaqd  a  dif- 

guft 
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guft  at  his  refidence  at  Chamberry,  and  to 
perfuade  him  to  return  into  Piedmont.  But 
they  only  ferved  to  agitate  him,  without  per- 
fuading  him,  as  he  had  firmly  refolved  to  re- 
main for  fome  time  at  a  diftance  from  the 
court,  in  order  the  more  efFedually  to  conceal 
his  defigns.  The  Marchionefs  indeed  had 
other  reafons  befides  the  health  of  the  King, 
for  being  fo  eager'  to  perfuade  him  to  ex- 
change hi«  prefent  refidence  for  that  of  Pied- 
mont ;  but  thefe  {he  took  care  not  to  dffcover, 
until  fhe  knew  how  they  might  correfpond 
with  the  inclinations  of  her  hufband. 

In  the  mean  time,  fhe  fludied  to  infinuate 
h«rfelf  more  and  more,  by  flattery,  and  an 
afFeded^fondnefs,  into  his  good  graces ;  and 
fo  fuccefsful  was  fhe  in  her  endeavours,  that 
the  King  one  day  requefted  of  her  to  check 
ber  impatience  only  for  a  little  ;  and  that,  in 
a  fhort  time,  fhe  would  obtain  that  for  which 
fhe  mofl  earneflly  wifhed ;  for  that  it  never 
had  been  his  intention,  notwithftanding  \vhat 
he  had  made  his  fon  believe,  on  his  abdica- 
tion of  the  crown,  to  pafs  the  remainder  of 
his  days  at  Chamberry, 

T  4  After 
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After  this  mark  of  confidence,  tlie  Mar^ 
chionefs  was  convinced  that  ix  ^oyld  be  eafy 
to  penetrate  into  thp  fecret  motives  of  his  ab? 
idlcation^  to  which  (he;  had  hitherto  remainc;4 
a  ftranger.     From  this  period,  with  great  arf 
imd  penetration,  ihe  (ludied  to  difcover  his  fe- 
cret fentiments.     She  knew,  by  long  expcT^ 
rience,  thofe  foft  and  favourable  moments  of 
jiccefs,  in  which  a  wife  can  o|>tain  any  boon 
from  ft  hufband  j  (he  feized  the  propitious  in- 
Aant ;  and  learned  that  his  intention  was  tq 
refump   the  cj-own  in  lefs  than  two  years. 
f'  Two  years  !•'  exclaimed  the  Marchionefs, 
in  a  tranfpof t  of  joy ;    *?  and  why  will  you 
f'  defer  it  to  fo  diftant  a  period  V  The  King 
then  communicated  to  her  the  fecret  motives 
pf  his  abdication,  with  the  reafons  which  bin-; 
f]ered  him  from  riefumipg  the  crown,  until  the 
differences   between   the    Emperor  and   the 
King  of  Spain,  with  regard  to  the  Parmeraq 
and  Tvifcany,  (hopld  be  terminated  either  by 
a  peace  or  ^ar ;  previous  to  which  event,  he 
could  not  extricate  himfelf  from  his  engage- 
ments, confidently  with  his  honour  or  inte- 
refis ;  for,  oq  the  one  hand,  fhould  he  joir^ 
%ht  allies  of  the  treaty  of  Seville,  in  the  ex-- 
pe^atiop  of  their  fending  a  powerful  army  tq 

fupport 
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fupport  him  in  Italy,  he  might  be  very  eafily 
overpowered  by  the  Germans:— or  (hould 
he,  on  the  other  hand,  declare  in  favour  of 
the  Emperor,  the  allies  would  not  fail  to  take 
the  fevereft  vengeance  on  him  if  they  eveif 
gained  the  fuperiority,  which  in  all  proba- 
bility would  happefi,  as  the  Emperor  and  he 
would  never  be  able  to  make  oppofition 
againft  four  powers  fo  formidable  as  Eng^ 
land,  France,  Holland,  and  Spain.  As  he 
had  then  been  fo  unfortunate  as  to  enter  into 
pngagements  with  the  Emperor  and  the  King 
of  Spain  at  the  fame  time,  he  had  been  able 
to  find  no  other  expedient  by  which  he  could 
repair  his  fault,  than  by  abdicating  the  throne 
in  favour  of  his  fon,  recommending  it  tQ 
him  to  maintain  a  neutrality  with  regard  to 
the  contending  powers,  until  their  difputes 
ihould  be  brought  to  jm  iffue. 

The  Marphionefs  approved  of  her  hut- 
band's  condud ;  and  they  agreed  to  remain 
^t  Chapiberry,  where  they  might  watch  for  a 
time  and  an  opportunity  favourable  to  their 
^efigns. 

During  their  refidencc  in  Savoy,  this 
haughty  woman  fup;ge{led  to  her  hufband, 

that 
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that  it  would  be  proper  to  exercife,  at  tinies^ 
that  fovereign  authority  which  he  ftill  re- 
tained over  his  fon  and  his  minifters,  that  it 
plight  not  infenfibly  be  loft.  Amadeus  en- 
tered readily  into  her  views,  and  put  her  ad- 
vice in  pradice.  He  ordered  the  King  his 
fon  to  vifit  him  at  Chamberry,  to  receive  his 
inftrudions  with  regard  to  fome  important 
affairs ;  and  that  Prince  obeyed  him,  as  if  he 
had  been  ftill  his  fubje£t.  In  the  fame  man- 
ner, he  ordered  the  minifters  of  ftate,  and  fe- 
veral  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  court,  to  at- 
tend his  perfon  ;  and  he  was  obeyed,  as  if  he 
had  been  ftill  their  Sovereign. 

In  the  beginning  of  Auguft  173 1,  Ama- 
deus, having  been  informed  that  the  Empe- 
ror had  at  length  confented  to  permit  Don 
Carlos,  with  his  6000  Spaniards,  to  enter 
into  Italy,  communicated  the  intelligence  to 
his  wife.  This  gave  extreme  pleafure  to  the 
Marchionefs,  becaufe  fhe  faw  herfelf  now  in 
a  condition  to  execute  the  fcheme  which  flic 
hjid  fo  long  meditated.  For  this  purpofe,  (he 
withdrew  with  her  hufband  into  her  clofet ; 
where  flie  obferved  to  him,  "  That  it  was 
*'  now  time  to  return  into  Piedmont,  and  to 

*'  refume 
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^*  reiume  the  crown,  \^hil(l  his  fon  and  his 
^*  fubjedts  yet  retained  for  him  fentiments  of 
*^  refpcQ:  and  obedience ;  that  any  delay,  at 
that  period,  might  prove  fatal  to  him; 
efpecially  (hould  the  Emperor  and  Don 
Carlos  recognife  his  fon  as  King  of  Sar- 
**  dinia ;  that  the  young  King,  by  being  any 
*'  longer  accuftomed  to  the  charms  of  fove- 
^^  reignty,  might  begin  to  feel  their  influences 
**  too  powerfully,  to  be  willing  to  renounce 
"  them,  and  to  defcend  to  the  rank  of  a  fub- 
"  jedl."  Thefe  infinuations  of  the  Mar- 
chionefs  left  a  deep  impreflion  on  the  mind  of 

Amadeus,  who  had  now  becoipe  more  jealous 
than  ever  of  his  authority,  though  he  had,  in 
appearance,  fp^rendered  it  to  his  fon;  He 
therefore  refolved,  without  delay,  to  reti;rp 
ipto  Piedmont;  and  having  fignified  h)8  re- 
folution  to  his  fon,  the  caftle  of  Montcaliei: 
was,  by  his  orders,  immediately  prepared  for 
his  reception.  In  the  end  of  Auguft,  Ama- 
deus left  Chamberry,  with  his  wife^  and  fi^ed 
his  refidence  in  that  placp. 

The  King  his  fon,  with  the  principal  per- 
fons  of  the  court,  immediately  attended  him, 
with   congratulations    on    his    fafe  return. 

The 
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The  Archbifhop  of  Turin,  and  the  Magi* 

ftrates  of  the  city,  paid  htm  the  fame  marks 
of  their  refpe<5t.  The  Queen  herfelf,  ac- 
companied by  feveral  ladies  of  her  court,  vh- 
fited  the  Marchionefs  de  Spigno;  and  (hewed 
her  the  ftrongeft  marks  of  efteem  and  affec- 
tion* In  {hort»  Amadeus  and  his  wife,  iince 
their  return  into  Piedmont,  appeared  to  be 
the  real  Sovereigns  of  that  country.  In  fre- 
quent converfations  which  that  Prince  had 
with  the  Minifters  of  State,  and  with  the 
Governors  of  Turin  and  of  the  Citadel,  he 
artfully  endeavoured  to  found  their  inclina- 
tions ;  and  as  thofe  officers  had  always  pro- 
fefTed  great  fubmiflion^  and  a  warm  attach* 
ment  to  his  perfon,  he  was  perfuaded  that  he 
might,  at  that  time,  reafcend  the  throne^ 
without  meeting  with^  any  oppofition,  either 
on  the  part  of  his  fon,  or  of  his  minif^ry.  He 
even  relied  on  the  attachment  of  the  foldiery: 
he  knew  that  he  pofTefTed  their  efleem,  and 
he  flattered  himfelf  that  he  alfo  had  their  af- 
fedion :  as  the  grcatefl  part  of  the  officers 
were  his  creatures,  he  did  not  doubt  but  that 
they  would  pay  refpedt  to  his  inclinations ; 
and  he  even  hoped,  that  they  would  readily 
concur  in  promoting  his  defigns.    But  the 

fccjuel 
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fequal   of  this  great  event  will  fhew  how 
much  he  was  deceived  in  his  expedations. 

He  mrote  to  Marechal  Rebhinder  in  very  ge- 
nerali  though  flattering  and  infinuating  terms. 
But  that  General,  who  was  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  forces,  was  immediately  fenfible 
of  how  much  confequence  it  was,  to  deftroy 
every  expedation  in  Amadeusofeverreafcend- 
ing  the  throne.  He  replied  accordingly, — That 
he  acknowledged  himfelf  his  debtor  in  all 
that  he  poffeffed, — his  eftate,  his  honours^ 
and  his  dignities.  "  Your  Majefty,''  faid  the 
Marechal,  '^  has  made  me  what  I  am.  I  owe 
nothing  to  King  Charles ;  and  all  my  ex- 
preflions  of  obligation  are  due  only  to  your 
Majefty.  But  of  all  the  favours  with 
*^  which  you  have  loaded  me,  I  have  always 
'*  held  the  honour  of  your  efteem  to  be  tkt 
^^  moft  precious.  Permit  me  then,  Sire,  to 
**  prefer ve  this  hoaour  inviolated ;  which^  I 
*'  will  take  the  liberty  to  fay,  I  have  acquired 
at  the  expence  of  that  blood  which  I  have 
fhed  in  your  fervice.  But  I  would  forfeit 
•*  it,  Sire,  were  I  unfortunate  enough  to  prove 
'^  difloyal  to  that  King  whom  you  have  kt 
^^  over  me,  and  to  whom  you  have  bound 
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'*  me  to  yield  obedience.  I  will  maintain  the 
"  fame  fidelity  to  him  that  I  have  done  to  your 
**  Majefty  5  and  I  will  lofe  the  laft  drop  of 
**  my  blood  in  the  fupport  of  his#throne. 
**  At  the  fame  time,  Sire,  I  fhall  be,  at  aH 
**  times,  ready  to  give  your  Majefty  the  moft 
•*  unequivocal  marks  of  my  refpeSful  at- 
•*  tachment ;  fully  fenfible  that  you  will  ne* 
**  ver  impofe  upon  me  any  commands,  that 
"  may  be  inconfiftent  with  that  juftice  and 
**  honour  which  have  ever  accompanied  all 
"  my  aftions." 

On  the  28th  of  September,  173 1,  about  fis: 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  Amadeus,  being 
then  alone  with  his  wife  at  Montcalier,  dif* 
patched  a  meffage  to  the  Marquis-  del  Bofgo, 
with  orders  to  attend  him  immediately.  That 
minifter^  without  entertaining  the  flighteft 
fufptcion  of  the  bufinefs  on  account  of  which 
his  prefence  was  required,  inftafitly  obeyed 
the  fummons,  as  he  had  been  wont  to  do  oii 
former  occafions.  Immediately  on  his  enter- 
ing the  apartment,  the  King  faid  to  him* 
•*  Del  Borgo,  I  have  fent  for  you  to  fup  with 
^*  my  wife  and  me,  that  you  might  endeavour, 
•*  by  Jrour  good  humour,  to  remove  a  head-ach 
9  "  with 
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•*  with  which  (he  is  afflifted ;  and  after  fupper 
I  will  impart  to  you  an  affair  which  will  give 
you  pleafure.*'  The  Marquis,  with  the 
utmoft  refped,  acknowledged  the  honour 
which  his  Majefty  had  done  him,  and  took 
his  feat  at  table.  The  King  was  in  high 
fpirits  during  the  time  of  fupper,  and  enter- 
tained the  Marquis  with  a  flow  of  humour 
and  gaiety.  When  fupper  was  over,  and  the 
domeftics  retired,  the  King  addrefled  Del 
Borgo  in  the  following  terms:  **  It  hath 
•'  given  me  great  pleafure  to  obferve,  that  the 
"  King,  my  fon,  has  retained  in  his  fervice 
**  the  fame  perfons  whom  I  had  employed 
**  myfelf;  fmce,  without  doubt,  he  could 
**  not  have  chofen  any  that  were  equal  to  yoif 
**  in  fidelity,  or  in  abilities,  or  in  experience* 
"  I  doubt  not,  at  the  fame  time,  that  yoij 
•*  know  fufficiently,  that  it  was  I  who  ex;* 
**  preisly  charged  my  fon  to  employ  the  fame 
**  minifters,  on  whom  I  myfelf,  during  my 
**  reign,  had  fixed  my  choice;  and  I  hope 
that,  as  well  out  of  duty  as  out  of  gratitude^ 
you  are  ftill  firmly  attached  to  him  who 
has  been  the  author  of  your  fortunes,'* 
The  Marquis  replied,  "  That  his  Majefty 
•'  might  always  rely  on    his  obedience,   as 

"  well 
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•*  well  as  on  the  afFedion  of  all  the  mlniiiet* 

.  •*  and  officers  of  the  King  his  fon,  in  thd 

.  "  fame  manner  as  if  he  were  ftill  their  Sove-^ 

.  ^*  reign  ;  and  that,  with  regard  to  himfelf,  hef 

**  would,  on  all  occafions,  embrace  every  op- 

"  portunity   of    demonftrating   to  him    the 

^^  mod  fincere  and  inviolable  attachment." 

« 

The  King  then  refuming  that  haughty 
and  authoritative  tone,  in  which  he  had  beea 
wont  to  ad4refs  his  Minifters,  replied,  "  We 
*^  are  fo  fully  convinced,  Del  Borgo,  that  you 
^*  are  entirely  devoted  to  our  fervice,  that  we 
•*  have  ever  diftingui(hed  you  above  all  out 

'  ••  miniftersy  by  our  particular  regard;  we 
**  have  always  felefted  you  from  amongft  the 
"  reft,  in  order  to  entruft  to  you  our  moft 
^^  important  affairs ;  and  we  have  now  made 
*^  choice  of  you  to  be  the  depofitor  of  our  moft 
^*  fecret  refolutions.     It  is  now  about  a  yeai* 

.  **  fincewe  have  abdicated  the  throne  in  fa* 
**  vour  of  our  well-beloved  fon  Charles  Em-* 
•*  manuel,  from  the  motives  which  we  fet 
**  forth  at  Rivole  on  the  day  of  our  abdica- 
*'  tion  ;  to  which  it  may  be  added,  that  we 
**  had  alfo  in  our  view  to  try  how  that  Prince 
^  would  demean  himfelf  in  the  character  of  a 

^  Sovereign^ 
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Sovereign,  that  we  might,  in  our  llfetimet 
afEfl  him  with  our  advice^  and  be  able  to 
leave  you^  after  oiir  deceafe,  a  Prince 
worthy  of  filling  our  Throne.  And  though 
we  have  been  entirely  fatisfied  with  hia- 
adminiftrationj  yet  the  intereft  of  our  flate 
lays  us  under  an  indifpehfible  obligation  to 
refume  the  reins  of  Government  imme- 
diately, as  we  are  now  upon  the  eve  of  fee- 
ing very  important  revolutions  in  Italy* 
which  might  prove  deftrudtive  to  our  Son, 
and  to  his  fubje&s*  were  the  adminiftration 
then  veiled  in  a  young  Prince,  yet  inexpe- 
riericed  in  thofe  wiles  add  myfteries  of  po- 
litical art,  which  a  Sovereign,  who  would 
maintain  his  power,  is  under  a  neceffity  of 
employing,  Fdr  thefe  reafons.  Marquis, 
we  command  you  to  deliver  up  to  us  the 
Adt  of  our  Abdication  ;  and  then  to  fignify 
out  intentions  to  our  Son,  and  to  his  Mi- 
nifters,  in  order  that  we  may  be  invefted 
to-morrow,  without  delay,  with  the  Sove* 
reigtity :  for  fuch  is  our  will  and  plea- 
fure*'' 


A  declaration  fo  unexpeded  threw  the  Mar- 
quis, into  the  utmoft  coniler nation;    and  he 

U  was 
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was  at  the  greateft  lofs  how  to  extricate  him- 
felf  from  an  affair  of  fuch  delicacy  and  dan- 
ger. For,  on  the  one  hand,  had  he  given  a 
.pofitive  refufal  to  this  high-fpirited  and  im- 
petuous Prince,  who  bad  never  met  with  a 
refufal  in  his  life,  he  rah  the  rifque  of  throw- 
ing him  into  a  tranfport  of  fury,  to  which  he 
himfelf  might  have  fallen  a  vidim  ;  and,  oa 
the  other  hand,  had  the  Marquis  yielded  to 
his  demands,  he  would  have  proclaimed  him- 
felf a  rebel  againil  his  juft  and  lawful  Sove- 
reign, and  have  incurred  the  penalty  of  high 
treafon. 

In  this  embarrafling  fituation,  that  artful 
minifter,  hoping  to  efcape  the  ftorm  which 
threatened  him  by  an  excufe  full  of  fubmif^ 
fion  and  flattery,  replied  to  the  King,  re- 
quefting  of  him,  with  the  utmoft  humility,  to 
reflefk,  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  reftore 
the  A£k  of  Abdication,  until  he  had  firft  ob- 
tained permiffion  of  the  King  of  Sardinia,  to 
whom,  as  his  Majefty  knew,  he  had  fworn 
fealty.  The  King,  chafed  and  enraged,  in- 
terrupted him  in  thefe  words  : — "  Del  Borgo^ 
^'  do  you  acknowledge  any  other  Sovereign 
"  than  me  ?    To  whom  did  you  firft  fwear 

I  "  the 
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*^  the  oath  of  fealty  ?  To  me^  or  to  my  Son  ? 
Are  you  not  a  traitor,  both  ungrateful  and 
difloyal  towards  the  perfon  who  hath  raifed 
you  to  that  eminence  which"  you  poflefsv 


u 

**  and  to  whom  you  have  this  moment  pro- 
"  fefled   perpetual    obedience  ?    But    I  will 


eafily  find  means  to  bring  you  back  to  your 
dutyj  (hould  you  fail  to  obey  me  inftantly.'* 


The  Marquis,  in  the  utnioft  trepidation^ 
proceeded  in  the  following  terms  :-^**  Sire,  if 
you  will  do  me  the  favour  to  liften  to  me  a 
moment,  you  fhall  be  convinced  that  I  am 
not  fuch  a  man  as  you  imagine  me  to  be. 
**  It  is  true,  that,  by  your  orders,  I  have  en- 
**  tered  into  a  new  allegiance  to  the  King  your 
**  Son ;  but,  notwithiftanding  this,  I  have 
*'  ever  regarded  you  as  my  juft  and  lawful 
^'  Sovereign ;  and  in  order  to  convince  you, 
*'  Sire,  of  my  entire  refped:  and  obedience,  I 
will  bring  you  the  Ad  of  Abdication  to- 
morrow morning,  without  mentioning  the 
affair  to  any  perfon  whatfoever ;  and  the 
^'  only  favour-'that  I  will  requeft  in  return  is, 
"  that  you  (hould  juftify  my  proccedirig  to 
**  the  King  your  Son."  This  anfwer  paci- 
fied Amadeus,  who,  after  having  obliged  the 

U  2  Marquii 
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Marquis  to  promife  repeatedly  that  he  wotild 
leligioufly  keep  his  word,  left  him  at  liberty 
to  retire. 

The  Marquis  had  fcarce  departed,  than  thi» 
Prince,  refleding  on  what  had  pafled,  began 
to  repent  of  having  difcovered  his  intentions. 
He  began  to  entertain  a   diftruft  of  all  his 
Son's  minifters ;    he  was  apprehenfive   that 
they  would  oppofe  his  defigns  ;  and  his  mind 
was  agitated  by  turns  with  the  emotions  of 
ambition  and  of  revenge.     At  oneinftant,  he 
jflattered  himfelf  with  the  hopes    of  fuccefs 
from  the  docile  and  yielding  difpofitions  of 
his  Son  ;  at  another,  he  waa  tortured  by  the 
moft  agonizing  apprehenfions,  left  that^Prince, 
after  having  once  tafted  the  pleafures  of  un- 
bounded liberty,  and  ofg^bfolute  power,  (hould 
refufe  to  fubmit  again  toahe  authority  of  a 
Father  fo  ftern  and  rigid  as  bimfelf,  and  fo 
averfe  to  the  purfuits  of  pleafure.     Such  re- 
flexions as  ihefe  funk  his  fpirit  into  the  loweft 
defpondency ;    nor  did  he  know  of  any  re- 
fource  to  which  he  could  apply  ;  but,  ftripped 
of  his  power,  and  abandoned  by  his  friends, 
he  faw  himfelf  devoted  to  the  rigour  of  his 
fate.     The   Marchionefs,  who  had  hitherto 
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been  wont  to  enliven  his  folitary  hours,  and 
to  bani(h  his  cares  by  her  gaiety,  and  tender 
officioufnefs,  now  durft  not  open  her  lips,  left 
£he  might  irritate  his  refentment,  and  draw 
on  herfelf  the  efFeds  of  his  difpleafure.     Iii 
this  ftate  of    penfive    melancholy,   fetching 
deep  fighs,  and  at  times  giving  way  to  tranf- 
ports  of  outrageous  fury^  which  difcovered 
the  agitations  that  he  inwardiy  underwent, 
he  walked  about  his  chamber  till  midnight, 
when  addrefling  himfelf  to  the  Marchionefs 
abruptly,  as  if  juft  awaking  from  ia   difmal 
dream,  he   exclaimed,    **   My-  rcfolution  is 
formed ;— order  my  horfe  to  be  got  ready 
for  me  without  delay  !"    She  obeyed,  with 
much  reluSance,  unable  to  guefs  the  motive 
offofuddena  refolution,  and  not  daring  to 
make  any  enquiry.     He  mounted  his  horfe, 
attended  by  one  valet-de-chambre,  and  pre- 
fented  himfelf  at  the  gate  of  the  citadel  of 
Turin,  demanding  immediate  admittance.-— 
One  of  the  officers  of  the  citadel  immediately 
acquainted  the  Baron  de  St.  Remis  with  the 
arrival  of  King  Amadeus.     The  Baron  was 
aftoniflied,  and  could  fcarce  be  made  to  be- 
lieve that  he  could  vifit  him  at  fo  unfcafon- 
able  an  hour :  he  went  himfelf,  without  de- 

U  3  lay, 
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lay  to  examine  into  the  truth  ;  and  aftually 
found  Amadeus  on  the  fpot^  extremely  impa- 
tient to  obtain  admittance*  The  Governor 
begged  to  be  informed  what  was  his  pleafure 
with  him.  •'  Open  the  gate  this  inftant/' 
replied  he,  **  and  I  will  fatisfy  you."  The 
Baron  anfwered,  that  if  he  had  any  orders  to 
give  him,  he  might  deliver  them  from  the 
place  in  which  he  flood,  or  fend  them  to  him 
in  writing,  for  that  he  could  by  no  means 
open  the  gate  at  fuch  an  hour,  without  being 
wanting  to  his  duty,  which  he  was  refolvcd 
ihould  never  be  the  cafe. 

The  King,  after  this  repulfe,  returned  to 
Montcalier   filled    with  confufion,  with  ap- 
prehenfions,  and  with  rage.     He  had  expeft- 
ed  that  the  Baron  would  have  received  him 
into  the  citadel  without  fcruple,  becaufe  he 
owed  the  place  which  he  then  held  to  his 
good  offices;    and  he  had   flattered  himielf 
with  the  hopes,  that  were  he  once  admitted, 
he  might  be  able,  by  means  of  the  Governor, 
to  fet  himfelf  at  the   head  of  the  troops  fta- 
tioned  in  that  place;  and  thus  to  compel  his 
Son  to  reftore  the  crown,  if  he  fhould  not  be 
difpofed   to   furrender  it   voluntarily.      But 

now 
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now  all  his  fchemes  were  fruftrated,  becaufe 
he  found  nobody  inclined  to  affift  in  pro- 
moting his  defigns.  Overwhelmed  by  the 
keeneft  agony,  he  threw  himfelf  down  on  a 
couch,  without  faying  a  word  to  the  Mar- 
chionefs,  who  was  Handing  by,  filled  with 
diftrefs,  at  oblerving  the  afHidtion  which  her 
huiband  endured,  whilft  (he  was  ignorant  of* 
the  immediate  caufe  of  his  fufferings. 

No  fooner  had  the  Marquis  del  Borgo  got 
back  to  Turin,  than  he  hadened  to  court,  and^ 
with  the  ftrongeil  marks  of  confternatioo, 
demanded  an  audience  of  the  King.  Upoa 
this  one  of  the  Ladies  of  the  Bedchamber  ia-^ 
(lantly  arofe,  and  wefit  to  awake  bis  Majeftyt 
informing  him,  with  much  trepidation,  that 
it  was  by  the  orders  of  the  Marquis  del  Bor- 
go, who  was  then  expeding  him  in  an  anti- 
chamber,  to  confer  with  him  concerning  af- 
fairs of  tjie  higheft  moment.  The  King  arofe 
.immediately,  and  entered  his  clofet,  after 
having  given  orders  to  admit  nobody  but  the 
Marqviis  only.  He  vyas  then  informed  by 
that  Minifter,  that  the  King  his  Father  in- 
tended, the  next  day,  to  relume  the  Crown  ; 
fkti^  th^t  he  had  commanded  him  to  reftore 

V  4:  ^tQ 
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into  his  haads  the  A£t  of  Abdication,  and,  s^t 
the  fame  time,  to  announce  his  refolution  tp 
his  Majefty  and  hi3  Minifters.  The  King 
immediately  replied  to  the  Marquis,  without 

any  emotion,  "  That  fince  he  had  amended 
^^  the  Throne  by  his  F?ither's  command,  and 
^'  with  the  univerfal  approbation  of  the  peoi- 
"  pie,  he  held  it  to  be  a  duty  which  he  owed 
"  them,  to  confult  their  fentim'ents  before  he 
"  refigned  his  fovereignty/'  And  as  the 
fliortnefs  of  the  time  required  decifive  niea- 
fures,  he  immediately  compianded  the  at^ 
tendance  of  th«  Minifters  of  State,  the  Arch- 
bifliop  of  Turin,  the  two  Firft  Prefidents,  and 
the  other  general  Officers  of  the  Crown,  ia 
order  to  deliberate,  in  full  council,  on  an  af- 
fair of  fuch  delicacy  and  importance,  on 
which  depended  the  happinefs  and  tranquil- 
lity of  the  realm.  Thofe  Minifters  having 
aflembled  with  all  poffible  difpatch,  the  King 
communicated  to  them  the  intentions  of  Ama- 
deus,  informing  them,  at  the  fame  time,  that, 
for  his  own  part,  in  order  tq  convince  his  Fa- 
ther of  his  filial  obedience,  and  of  hiseptire  re- 
fignation  fo  his  will,  he  was  ready  to  furrpn- 
der  to  him  his  Crown  ;  but  that  this  was  a 
ftep  which  he  could  not  refoly?  to  talje,  with- 
out 
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out   preyioufly  confulting  their   inclinations 
^nd  opinioas.     Upon  this  all  the  members  of 
that  illoftrious  affembly  arofe,  and  after  tefti- 
fying  their  deep  fenfe  of  the  deference  which 
hisi  Majefty  had  paid  to  them,  by  a  low  bbw^ 
the  Archbifllop,  in  the  name  of  the  reft,  fpoke 
to  the  following  eiFe(3: :  *^  That  fmce  his  Ma- 
.V  jefty  had  permitted  them  to  declare  their 
"  fentiments  upon  the  fubje£k  which  was  the 
^^  occafion  of  their  meeting  at  that  time,  it 
*^  appeared  to  him,   that  Amadeus  having, 
"  more  than  a  year  ago,  voluntarily  furren^ 
"  dered  the  Crown  in  the  moft  folemn  •man'^ 
^*  ner  that  could  be  devifed,  and  for  the  rea- 
/'  fons  fet  forth  by  himfelF,  in  his  fpeech  on 
"  on  that  occafion  (which  was  infcrted  iti  the 
*'  A£t  of  Abdication),  it  appeared  to  him,  he 
**  faid,  that  the  King  could  not  poflibly  have 
"  any  juft  or  reafonable  motive  at  that  time 
**  to  refume  the  Crown ;  fince  he  xnuft  have 
been  fully  fatisfied  with  his   Majefty's  ad- 
miniftration,  which  had  been  equally  agree- 
^'  able  to  his  fubjeSs,  and  calculated  to  pro- 
^^  naote  the  eafe  of  King  Amadeus,  who  en- 
*^  joyed  the  fubmiflSon  and  refpe£t  due  to  a 
ff  Sovereign,  without  being  fubjeded  to, the 

"  troubles 
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^  troubles  and  carels  which  attejid  that  exalte 
^  ed  ftation ;  that  for  thefe  reafons^  though 
•'  that  Prince  had  fo  foon  retraced  what 
*^  he  had  foleranly  fworn  to  obferve  in* 
^*  violably,  he  did  not  appear  to  be  influenced 
**  by  juft  and  reafpnable  motives  ;  and  that 
^  he  ftrongly  fufpeited  that  he  was  inftigated 
'*  in  this  affair  only  by  the  boundlefs  vanity 
^  of  the  Marchionefs  his  wife,  who  had  oftcnt 
"  fince  her  marriage,  betrayed  an  eager  dc* 
**  fire  to  be  declared  Queen :  That  as  they 
had  every  reafop  to  believe  this  to  be  the 
cafe,  his  Majefty  was  in  honour  and  duty 
^*  bound  to  preferve  the  Crown,  and  to  pre- 
•*  vent  his  fubjcds  froni  falling  a  prey  to  the 
infatiable  ambition  of  a  mifchievous  \^oman: 
That  he  could  not  help  admiring  and  ap-- 
plauding  that  dutiful  fubmiffion  whici}  hii 
Majefty  profcfled  to  the  will  of  his  Father : 
*^  but  that,  in  this  inftance,  his  obedience,  in- 
"  ftead  of  meriting  applaufe,  would  become 
"  the  fubjeft  of  cenfure,  as  it  wouljd  prove 
"  ruinous  to  his  own  interefts,  and  to  thofe  of 
his  people :  That  the  intereft  of  the  public 
fhould  ever  regulate  the  adions  of  a  Sove- 
reign J  and  that  he  ought  to  rejed,  with- 
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**  out  a  fcruple,  every  meafure  that  tended  to 
^  obftru6;  this  general  view.'* 

All  the  other  members  of  the  Council  un- 
animoufly  concurred  with  this  Prelate  in  opi^ 
nion,  and  approved  of  the  dutiful  remon- 
ftrances  which  he  had  oflFered  to  his  Majefty. 
As  they  were  deliberating  concerning  thofe 
meafures  which  it  would  be  proper  to  em- 
brace, in  order  to  ward  off  the  calamities  which 
threatened  the  (late,  they  were  interrupted  by 
a  fudden  knocking  at  the  door  of  the  hall,  ia 
which  they  fat :  The  Marquis  del  Borgo,  by 
his   Majefty's:  commands  went   to  examine 
what  was  the.  matter,  and  found  1:hat  it  was 
^n  officer  difpatched  from  the  citadel  by  the 
;Baron   de  Su  Remis,  with   a  letter    to  the 
JCing,  containing  an  account  of  the  late  iiep 
which    Amadeus  had  taken   there,  in  order 
to  promote    his  defigns*       The    King   and 
all    the    Council    were    fo    much    alarmed 
by    this     information,    that     they     agreed, 
with  one  voice,  on    the  neceflity  of  imme- 
diately feizing  the  perfons  of  King  Amadeus, 
and  of  the  Marchionefs  his  wife,  in  order  to 
fecure  the  tranquillity  of  his  Majefty,  and  that 
pf  the  ftate,  which  they  threatened  to  difturb. 

The 
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The  young  King  exclaimed  repeatedly 
againft  this  meafure:  ''What!  make  my 
"  Father  be  feized  !  No,"  faid  he?  *'  it  is  im- . 
••  poffible  that  I  (hould  ever  confent  to  it/* 
It  was  a  long  while  before  he  could  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  agree  to  this  meafyre  j  and  it 
was  only  in  compliance  with  the  preffing  in- 
treaties  of  his  council,  that  he  was  at  length 

brought  to  give  his  confent.  When  he  fign^ 
cd  the  order,  his  hand  trembled  fo  violently, 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  was  obliged  to 
guide  his  pen, 

Thcv  committed  the  execution  of  this  bold 
cnterprize  to  the  care  of  twenty  officers,  of 
the  mofl:  intrepid  refolution,  accompanied  by 
a  detachment  of  dragoons  and  infantry ;  and 
the  Count  de  la  Peroufe,  Lieutenant- General 
of  the  forces,  was  charged  with  the  office  of 
feiziog  the  King,  with  the  affiftance  of  a  large 
detachment  of  troops,  entrufted  to  him  for 
that  purpofe.  Thefe  troops  had  been  drawn 
out  from  Turin,  and  the  places  adjacent; 
they  fallied  forth  at  the  fame  inftant  from 
their  ftations,  and,  without  knowing  the  place 
of  their  deftination,  marching  in  profoi^nd 
filence,  without  beat  of  drum,  or  found  of 

trumpet. 
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trumpet,  they  appeared  before  the  caftle  of 
Montcalier^  the  ftation  appointed  them  ;  and 
it  was  immediately  furroundied  by  dragoons. 
The  Ck)unt  dc  la  Peroufe,  attended  by  the 
Chevalier  de  Solave,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
guards,  at  the  head  of  a  detachment  of  grena- 
diers with  mounted  bayonets,  afcended  the 
ftaircafe  which  led  to  the  King*s  apartment; 
and  the  Marquis  D'Ormea,  Secretary  of  State, 
who  carried  the  order  figned  by 'King  Charles, 
with  another  detachment  of  grenadiers,  took 
pofleflion  of  the  back-ftairs.  De  la  Peroufe, 
finding  the  door  of  the  apartment  locked, 
gave  orders  that  it  ftiould  be  forced  openj 
and  there  he  feized  a  page,  who  being  then  ia 
waiting,  lay  in  the  anti- chamber.  In  the 
fame  manner  he  advanced  forward,  forcing 
all  the  doors,  till  he  reached  the  bed-chamber, 
where  the  King  lay  with  the  Marchionefs  his 
wife.  That  Lady,  hearing  the  noife,  as  it 
approiached,  arofe  fuddenly;  and  having  only 
time  to  throw  a  night-gown  around  her,  flie 
rufhed  towards  the  door.  On  feeing  fo  many 
armed  men  advancing,  {he  exclaimed,  "  Sire, 
**  we  are  betrayed  !''  They  did  not  allow  her 
time  to  fay  any  more.  Two  officers  imme* 
diately  conduded  her  into  an  adjacent  apart- 

7  ment, 


f 


%b^  ANECDOTES  OP   THK 

menty  where  they  ordered  her  to  drefs  ;  and 
they  afterwards  conveyed  her  to  the  caftle  of 
Ceve,  in  Piedmont. 

Neither  the  cries  of  Madame  de  St.  Sebaf- 
tian,  nor  the  noife  which  the  officers  made, 
had  difturbed  Amadeus,  who  flili  continued 
funk  in  the  profoundcft  fleep.     The  Cheva* 
lier  de  Solave  took  pofleffion  of  the  King's 
fword,   which  he  obferved  lying  Upon  the 
table^  and  M.  de  la  Peroufe  advanced  and 
drew  the  curtain.       The  King,  upon   this* 
flarting  out  of  his  fleep,  demanded  what  was 
the   matter  ?     "  I  have  an  order  from  the 
King,"  faid  Peroufe,  **  to  feize  your  per- 
fon.'*     "  And  who  is  your  Kingy  *  return- 
ed Amadeus :    "  I  am  your  King  and  your 
**  mafler ;    nor   ought  you  to  acknowledge 
"  any  other  as  fuch."     *'  Your  Majefly  has 
**  been  my  King,'*    replied  the  Count,    **  but 
**  you  are  fo  no  longer ;  and  fince  you  have 
*'  thought  proper  to  give  us  Charles  for  our 
"  Sovereign,  and  to  command  us  to  obey 
^*  him,  I  hope  you  will  yourfelf  be  difpofed 
"  to  fet  us  the  example  of  loyalty.*' 

The 
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The  King  was  quite  tranfported  with  rage ; 
he  menaced  the  officers,  and  refufed  to  get 
out  of  his  bed.  He  gave  the  Chevalier  de 
Solave,  who  advanced  too  near  him,  a  blow 
on  the  bread,  and  angrily  commanded  him  to 
retire.  As  he  obftinately  refufed  to  rife,  the 
officers  found  themfelves  under  a  neceffity  of 
raifing  him,  and  dreffing  him  by  force.  He 
declared  that  he  wiflied  to  fill  the  throne 
again  only  for  two  hours,  that  he  might  have 
it  in  his  power  to  hang  the  mifcreants  who 
had  feduced  his  Son  ;  and  among  this  num- 
ber he  reckoned  the  principal  perfons  at 
court. 

When  he  was  drefled,  the  officers  fur- 
rounded  him,  and  conduced  him  by  the  great 
flaircafe  towards  his  chariot,  which  waited 
for  him  in  the  court.  He  appeared  con- 
founded when  he  faw  the  anti- chamber  full 
of  armed  men;  and  the  foldiers,  who  were 
as  yet  in  the  dark  with  regard  to  the  bufinefs^ 
were  aftonifhed  when  they  found  that  it  was 
their  old  King  whom  they  were  carryirtg  a 
prifoner.  **  What !  'tis  our  King !"  they 
whifpered  among  themfelves  i^  "  What  has 
*•  he   done?    What  are  we   about?'*     The 

Count 
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Count  de  la  Peroufe,  apprehenfive  of  a  ni\i^ 
tiny,  cried  out  to  the  foldiers,  •'  By  thd 
•^  King*s  authority  I  command  filence,  on 
"  pain  of  immediate  death." 


*rhe  King  found  in  the  court  a  regiment 
bf  dragoons  which  he  had  always  diftinguifli- 
cd  above  the  reft  of  his  troops.  ^  Their  pre- 
fence  feemed  greatly  to  afFe<3:  him,  and  he 
made  an  attempt  to  addrefs  them  particularly; 
they  did  not  however  allow  him  leifure  fot 
this,  but  hurried  him  precipitately  itito  his 
chariot.     The  Count  de  la  Peroufe,  and  the 
Chevalier  de  Solave,  begged  his  permiffion  to 
take  their  feats  by  him  ;  but  he  replied,  that 
this  was  what  he  would  by  no  means  allow. 
Mounting  therefore  on  horfeback,  they  took 
their  ftations   on  each  fide  of  the   chariot> 
which  was  at  the  fame  time  furrounded.  by 
the  troops ;  and  in  this  manner  the  King  was 
conduced  to  Rivole.     I  had  Omitted  to  ob* 
ferve,  that  when  departing  from  Montcalier^ 
he  demanded  three  things,  his  wife,  his  pa-^ 
pers,  and  his  fnuff-box :  of  all  thefe  he  obtain- 
ed only  the  laft.     The  garrifon  of  the  citadel 
was  reinforced  that  night  with  two  regiments, 
and  that  of  Turin  was  confiderably  augmented. 

Early 
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Hafly  in  the  morning  the  officers  and  dra- 
goons that  guar<led  Amadeus  at  Rivole  were 
relieved  b^  a  body  of  600  foot ;  and  ftri(S  or- 
ders were  given  to  the  commanding  officer  to 
keep  that  Prince  always  in  fight.  For  after 
the  refufal  of  the  Baron  de  St.  Remis  to  ad- 
mit him. into  the  citadel,  he  had  funk  into  a 
kind  of  liftlcfs  infenfibility  ;  his  fpirits  having 
-been  ejchaufted,  by  ruminating  on  the  affront 
which  he;thought  had  been  offered  to  him  on 
that  occafion,  ind  on  ^he  means  of  revenging 
it.  But  when  he  found  himfelf  feized  by  hi« 
qvftx  officers,  and  aband9ned  by  all.thofe  who 
had  hitherto  profeflre4  the  greiteft  fefpeft  and 
attachment  to  his  perfon,  he  became  Qu^rage- 
cus  and  ungovernable.  They  were  therefore 
.tinder  the  neceffity  of  co-nfining  him  in  a 
room,  of  fecuring  th^  windows  with  iroa 
l>ars,  and-  of  watching  his  anions  narrowly, 
left  he  fhould  deftroy  himfelf,  or  commit  any 
other  outrage.  When  the  King  obferved  the 
glazier  bufy  about  the  windows  of  his  apart- 
fnent,  he  demanded  what  he  meant?  ''  I 
'**  mean,'?  replied  he^  **  to  furnifli  j.bu  with 
**  a  double  cafement,  lefl  you  fhould  catch 
•'  cold  during  the  winter.''     "' What^!   vil- 

X  -     'u  Iain," 
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•*  lain,*'  faid  the  King,  "  do  you  imagicie! 
•*  that  I  fliall  pafs  the  whole  winter  here  ?*' 
•*  Ay,  faith/'  replied  the  glazier,  "  this,  said 


«  many  more.*' 


He  was  ferved  in  his  confinement  with  all 
the  attention  and  rtfptSi  due  to  his  rank. 
The  Chevalier  de  Solare,  with  two  Captains 
of  the  guards^  had  the  charge  of  attending 
him ;  and  he  fometimes  amufed  himfdf  in 
playing  with  them  at  billiards*  They  had 
orders  to  treat  him  With  every  mark  of  re- 
fpeft ;  hut  never  to  return  any  anfwer  to  the 
complaints  which  he  might  be  difpofed  to  ut« 
tcr  in  their  prefence*  1 

The  Council  of  State  ifRied  orders,  on  the 
fame  day,  to  arrefl  iht  Confeffor  of  tfcat 
Printre,  together  with  near  fifty  perfons  of 
diftindion,  who  had  entered  into  the  cabal 
with  the  Marchionefs  de  Spigno,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  dethroning  the  reigning  Prince.— 
An  exprefs  was  difpatched  to  the  Governor, 
to  the  Intendant-Genefalof  Chamberry,  and 
to  the  Count  de  St.  Gedrge,  his  brother^  who 
was  fif ft  Prefident  of  that  city,  with  or- 
ders 
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Vlers  for  them  to  repair  immediately  to  Tu- 
rin, to  receive  new  inftruftions.  The  Count 
de  St;  George,  who  was  fufpeded  to  have  en- 
gaged in  the  afFair  more  deeply  than  the  reft, 
he  being  a  near  relation  of  the  Marchionefs 
de  Spigno,  was  fent  to  the  citadel  of  Turin, 
to  be  privately  exaiftined.  The  Count  de 
Cumiane,  her  brother,  obtained  his  pardon, 
by  difcovering  all  the  fecrets  with  which  his 
lifter  had  entrufted  him.  What  may  be 
teckoiied,  fingularly  fortunate  for  King 
Charles  in  this  afFair  is,  that  none  of  his  fub- 
jefts  were  found  deficient  in  loyalty  towards 
him ;  and  that  he  was  not  laid  under  a  ne<- 
ceflity  of  tarnifliing  the  glory  of  his  reign  by 
,  fhedding  the  blood  of  any  of  his  fubje£ls. 
Madame  de  St.  Sebaftian  funk  into  the  loweft 
dejedlion  of  fpirits,  and  took  no  other  fuf- 
tenance  than  broth,  which  flie  herfelf  pre- 
pared. After  herdifgrace,  her  fon,  then  an 
Enfign  in  the  guards,  withdrew  from  Courts 
The  young  King  took  notice  of  his  abfence, 
and  very  generoufly  gave  him  to  underftand, 
that  he  might  again  appear  at  Court,  and 
continue  in  his  employment ;  fignifying  to 
him,  at  the  fame  time,  that  however  guilty 

X  2  Madame 
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Madame  de  St.  Sebaftian.  had  been-,  the  con- 
fequenccs  would  not  be  extended  to  him; 
and  afluring  him  that  he.himfelf  would,  take 
the  charge  of  his  future  fortune. 


>    4 
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LETTER    XXXVIII.  (Extract.) 
The  Hofpodar  of  Wallachia. 


St.  Petcrfbarg,  Oft.  12,  1770. 

#  *  *  *  /TpHE   Hofpodar,.  or    Prince  of 

^  ^  Wallachia,  arrived  fome  month^ 
ago  at  St;  Peterfburg.  He  is  a  captive.  Soon 
after  the  redudion  of  Chotzim  he  was  taken 
prifoner  in  the  capital  of  his  dominions. 
Captive  Princes  are  obje<9:s  of  curiofity.  They 
are  like  ftars  (horn  of  their  radiance,  and  caft 
down  from  the  firmament.  If  they  condu<ft 
themfelves  with  fuitable  dignity,  we  regard 
them,  even  in  their  fall,  with  veneration : 
and  according  to  the  fortitude  they  difcpyer, 
along  with  a  proper  fenfe  of  their  calamity, 
arc  our  feelings  pf  refpeftful  compaflion.  Be- 
fides,  in  confidering  them  as  fallen  from  ex- 
alted power,  to  a  ftate  of  humble  dependence, 
our  fentiments  are  finely  fhaded  by  obferving 
the  fleeting  weaknefs  of  human   grandeur. 

X  3  Even 
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Even  circumftances  of  no  very  important  na- 
ture  give  a  certain  energy  to  thofe  feelings : 
fo  that  not  only  a  graceful  deportment,  but 
even  a  good  appearance,  and  a  drefs  fuited  to, 
their  charaderand  fituatioii>  promote  and  im^ 
prove  them. 

Some  circumftances  of  this  fort  concur  ip 
the  appearance  of  the  Prince  of  Ws^llachia.. 
He  is  tall,  robuft,  aged  about  fifty,  of  a  dark 
complexion,  and  of  a  grave  afpeft.  He  wear^ 
on  the  crown  of  his  head,  which  feems  either 
bald  or  very  clofely  fhaved,  a  fmall  round  cap 
of  fcarlet  cloth ;  it  is  entirely  without  orna- 
ment :  does  not  cover  his  ears,  nor  reaches  to 
his  neck  or  forehead.  His  body  is  wrapped 
in  a  wide  pelife  of  crimfon  cloth,  with  long 
fleeves,  lined  with  fable,  and  flowing  down  to 
his  feet.  He  wears  yellow  leather  half-booti 
hanging  loofe  about  his  ankles  ;  and  has  no« 
thing  about  him  very  ornamental,  excepting 
that  on  his  little  finger  he  has  a  fmall  gold 
ring,  fet  with  a  beautiful  turquoife,  furround-^ 
ed  with  a  row  of  diamonds. 

^  As  he  is  of  Greek  origin,  his  being  a  man 
of  fome  accomplifliments  will  not  furprize. 
you.     He  is  fond  of  niulic :  fpeaks  Latin  and 

IlaliaPj 
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Italian,  and  underftands  French.  But  he 
fpeaks  little.  Indeed  he  feems  conftitution- 
ally  grave  and  taciturn.  He  appears  to  have 
been,  at  all  times,  a  man  6f  more  pride  than 
vanity;  and  exhibits  at  prefent  a  fine  pidure 
pf  fallen  grandeur. 

He  looks,  as  doth  the  tower,  whofe  nodding  walU 
After  the  confli£l  of  heaven's  angry  bolts, 
Frpwo  with  a  dignity  unmarkd  before 
Even  in  its  prim^  of  ftrength. 

Alas!  in  my  next  fenter^ce,  fo  faithful  are 
pur  feelir^Si  at  leaft,  to  the  interefts  of  vir-^ 
tue !  I  fhall  undo  the  charm ;  efface  every 
pleafing  imprpffion  I  may  now  have  given 
you;  an4  deftroy  all  the  prepoffeflions  you 
may  have  entertained  for  the  Hofpodar  of 
Wallachia,  He  is  faicj  to  have  proved  falfc 
to  the  SultaU)  and  to  be  inwardly  pleafed 
that  he  i$  a  captive.  Away  then  with  his 
princely  ftature,  his  grave  afpe^t,  his  few 
words,  and  his  flowing  robe.-rGregory  Giko, 
for  that  is  his  name,  wears  nothing  about  his 
jpeck ;  but  if  he  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Muffulmen,  it  will  probably  be  embraced  with 
^  bowftring  *• 

*  If  I  have  not  been  midsformed)  he  was  reRored  to  his 
dominions  when  the  peace  was  concluded  between  the  Turks 
^nd  RuflianSi  and  was  foon  after  aiTaflinated  in  his  palace. 

X-4  You 
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You  will  fay,  perhaps,  that  as  he  V7as  a 
Greek,  his^wiflies  were  naturally  hoftile  to 
the  Turks.  But  you  will  alfo  remember,  that 
he  was  proteded  by,  and  depended  upon,  the 
Sultan.  You  know  thai  the  principalities  of 
Moldavia  and  Wallachia,  as  well  as  the  Cri- 
mea, are  dependents  on  the  Turkifh  empire ; 
and  that  their  Sovereigns,  if  they  may  be  call- 
ed fo,  are,  in  fome  meafure,  nominated  at 
Conftantinople.  In  this  view  therefore  he  is 
inexcufable.  You  will  obferve,  that  the  great 
Defpots  of  Europe  feem  defirous  of  having 
fmall  Princes,  rather  than  mighty  Potentates, 
on  the  frontiers  of  their  dominions.  Such 
neighbours  are  not  fo  formidable  :  in  cafe  of 
foreign  wars  they  ftand  in  the  way  of  inva- 
fion  ;  and  may  in  time  become  a  part  of  the 
neighbouring  empire.  Perhaps  the  Sove- 
reigns of  Ruflia  would  hot  be  forry  to  fee 
Finland  and  Lithuania,  no  lefs  than  the  pro- 
vinces of  ancient  Dacia,  ereded  into  what 
they  might  be  pleafed  to  term  independent 
Dukedoms  or  Principalities.  **  Why,"  they 
will  fay,  in  the  fuperabundance  of  their  good- 
nefs,  **  ought  the  Finlanders  and  the  Lithua- 
*'  nians  to  be  fubjed  to  the  Kings  of  Poland 
**  and  Sweden  ?'' 

It 
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It  i8  impoflible  to  confider  the  prefent  ftate 
of  the  diftridls  bordering  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  Danube  and  the  banks  of  the  Neifler, 
vrlthout  feeling  regret.  No  foil  is  more  fer- 
tile; no  climate  more  delightful;  and  the 
Euxine,  together  with  the  navigable  rivers 
that  fall  into  it,  afford  the  means  of  intercourfe 
with  the  refl  of  the  world.  Yet  thofe  fine 
provinces,  which  might  form  of  themfelves  a 
refpeftable  kingdom^  oppreffcd  and  ravaged, 
are  almoft  a  defart* 


L 
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J,  E  T  T  E  R    IPLXIX. 

•^efdofcs  of  (be  Battle  of  Kahuhr^nd  of 

Qount  Jtmanz^ow^ 


St.  Pcterfibittrg; 

IT  gives  me  the  fincercft  pleafuref  my  dcai? 
Sir,  that  our  correfpohdence^  after  a  long 
interruption,  is  now  renewed :  and  I  congra- 
tulate you>  with  all  my  heart,  on  the  pleafure 
you  will  r^peiye  in  viiiting  France  and  Italy. 
#  «  ♦  « 

Long  before  this  reaches  England,  yoi^ 
will  have  heard  of  a  decifive  vidory  obtaine4 
by  Count  Romanzow  at  the  River  KahuU 
over  the  Vizir  and  the  grand  Turkiih  army. 
It  will  at  leail  determine  the  fate  of  Bender^ 
Vrhich  General  Panin  has  for  fome  time  pafl; 
been  very  clofely  beiieging. 

Some  amufing  circumftances  relating  to  the 
battle  are  mentioned  here.— The  Sultan  hav- 
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ing  confulted  his  aftrologera,  was  toId»  that  if 
the  Vizir  cro0ed  the  Danube  on  one  day,  and 
the  Agaof  the  Janiflarieson  another,  both  which 
^ays  were  particularly  fpecified,  and  if  they 
marched  immediately,  and  began  their  attack 
on  the  Ruffians,  they  would  prove  fuccefsfuL 
Accordingly  orders  were  fent  to  the  Vizir  to 
aiQ:  agreeably  to  the  predictions  of  the  wife- 
men ;  and  in  fo  far  as  the  R  uffians  permitted 
them,  they  were  punftually  obeyed.  Foe 
Romanzow,  by  beginning  the  attack,  has  af- 
forded an  excufe  to  the  aftrologefs  for  the 
failure  of  their  prophecy;  and  fo  perhaps 
may  have  faved  them  their  heads.— The  Ruf- 
fians, going  on  the  attack,  had  to  march 
through  a  field  of  wheat ;  and  the  common 
foldiers  embracing  this  opportunity  of  making 
an  addition  to  their  provifions,  filled  their 
pockets  with  the '  wheaten  ears.  This  cir- 
qumftance  was  a  better  omen  to  the  General, 
than  were  the  predictions  of  aftrologers  to 
the  Sultan  :  it  (hewed  him  that  his  men  had 
no  apprehenfion  either  of  dying,  or  of  being 
forced  to  return. 

The  Emprefs  has   rewarded    Romanzow 

^ith  the  rank  of  field  Marihal ;   and  ha$ 

4  given 
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given  him  a  pirefent  of  5c oo  flaves,  corre-^ 
fponding  to  the  number  of  flain  on  the  field 
of  battle.  You  will  know  the  value  of  this 
prefent,  by  recolleding, '  that  a  great  man's 
eftate  in  Ruffia  is  not  reckoned  by  the  extent 
of  his  lands,  fo  much  as  by  the  number  of 
boors  he  poffeffes.  They  labour  the  ground ; 
pay  him  an  annual  tax;  and,  in  proportion 
as  their  wealth  increafes,  their  tax  is  aug- 
mented. 

Count  Romanzow,  by  his  condu(3:  in  this 
campaign,  has  juftified  the  high  opinion  that 
was  generally  entertained  of  him  as  a  foldier. 
Perfons  on  whofc  veracity  and  information  I 
can  depend,  have  given  me  the  following  ac- 
count of  him. — He   poffefles  great  ftrength 
of  mind,  and  is,  of  confequence,  very  fteady 
and  determined.     His  eagernefs  and  ^adivity 
in  profecuting  every  enterprize  he  undertakes, 
are  invincible.     His  ambition  is  very  great ; 
yet,  in  hrs  temper,  its  violence  may  be  coun- 
teraded  by  attention  to  prefent  intereft.     He 
is  friendly,  and  even  refpedful  to  his  equals; 
condefcending  to   his  inferiors;  to  his  fnpe- 
riors  haughty  andunpliant.     This  difpofitioa 

may 
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may  prove  inconvenient  to  himfelf,  and  hin- 
der him  from  enjoying  much  happinefs  in 
attending  on  a  court  j  but  it  marks  a  high- 
minded  man.  In  particular,  the  perfbn  who 
refpeds  his  equals,  (hews  that  he  refpeds 
himfelf. .  Perfons  of  confcious  inferiority 
alone  exprefs  a  mean  opinion  of  thofe  v^rho 
are  in  the  fame  condition  with  themfelves. — 
Count  Romanzow's  abilities,  as  a  politician, 
are  faid  to  be  no  lefs  eminent  than  his  mili- 
tary talents  ;  and  his  negociations  may  per- 
haps be  no  lefs  fuccefsful  than  his  fwordi  ia 
putting  an  end  to  this  cruel  war. 

The  following  anecdote  of  his  youth  is  re- 
lated and  believed, His    earlieft    paffion 

was  the  loye  of  military  glory  :  his  fuperior 
underftanding  foon  convinced  him,  that  im- 
provement in  his  profeffion  could  not,  at  that 
time,  be  obtained  in  RufBa ;  and  his  eager- 
nefs  determined  him  to  a  meafure  which  his 
perfeverance  and  addrefs  enabled  him  to  exe- 
cute. He  left  his  own  country  without  the 
knowledge  of  his  friends,  and  enlifted  as  a 
private  foldier  in  the  army  of  hia  Pruflian 
Majefty.     Here  he  continued  for  fome  time  ; 

.'  was 


|t8         ANECDOTES   OF   THE 

^as  at  length  difcovcred ;  received  promo- 
tion fuited  to  his  rank ;  and  did  not  return  x6 
Ruffia  but  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of 
his  Sovereign.  This  anfecdote  receives  fome 
confirmation  from  an  expreffion  in  a  lettei: 
from  Romanzow  to  the  Britifli  Ambaffador, 
delivered  by  a  Scotch  officer  who  had  been 
recommended  to  him  by  his  Lordfhip,  and 
who  ferved  with  diftinguiftied  honour  to 
himfelf  as  a  volunteer  in  the  Ruffian  army. 
Of  that  letter  *,  written  originally  in  French, 

the  following  is  an  extradl: "  I  confeft 

**  I  have  always  been  ambitious  of  having 
"  the  good  opinion  of  your  nation.  I  had 
•*  much  intercourfe  with  the  natives  of  your 
country  in  my  youth ;  and  I  reckoii 
among  them  many  particular  friends* 
**  Befides  the  obligations  I  owe  to  the  late 
^«  Marefchal  Keith,  that  is  to  fay,  all  the 
•*  knowledge  I  have  in  my  profeffion,  and 
•*  confequently  all  my  fortune,  -fhall  make 
•'  me,  on  all  occafions,  ardently  defire  to 
**  render  juftice  to  the  merit  of  Engjifhmen. 
**  It  is  a  fort  of  retribution  j    and  the  wor* 

*  Communicated  to  me  by  the  gentleman  who  had  been 
fecommended  to  Coant  Romanzow. 

«  thieft 
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^^  thieft  inceafe  I  am   capable   of  offering 

*'  to  the  manes  of  that  great  man/'         The 

letter  is  written  with  the  fpirit  of  a  foldier ; 

with  the  politeneTs  of  a  gentleman;  and,  I 

may    add,    with   the    elegance    of   a    fine 

writer. 

I  am^  yours.  Sec 
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LETTER    XL. 

To  a  Lady,  'who  had  gone  to  London  from  St. 
Peterjburg^  requejitng  her  Return. 


St.  Peterfbarg*  Dec,  23,  1770. 

ALLOW  me,  Madam,  to  tell  you,  that  by 
remaining  in  London,  inftead  of  return- 
ing to  Ruflia,  you  neither  confult  your  own 
interefl:  nor  ours.  I  will  give  the  reafon  in  a 
comparifon;  You  have  probably  obferved  in 
a  frofty  evening,  and  fuch  evenings  are  not 
fcarce  in  St.  Peterfburg,  that  there  are  fewer 
ftars  in  the  north-weft  quarter  of  the  Iky 
than  in  any  other.  You  will  alfo  have  ob- 
ferved, that  any  bright  ftar  that  condefcends 
to  fhine  there,  does  more  good  than  if  it  fhone 
in  the  milky  way;  it  feems  to  illuminate 
thofe  who  would  otherwife  have  fat  in  dark- 
nefs ;  and,  of  confequence,  as  the  reward  of 
fuch  condefcenfion,  it  draws  much  more  at- 
tention, and   is  much  more  admired.   ,  The 

5  applicatioa 
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Application  is  obvious.  But  left  profe  fhotild 
hot  prevail,  and  that  nothing  litay  be  left 
iinattempted,  let  us  try  alfo  what'  verfe  may 

do. 

LESBtA,  return— I  cannot  fay 
To  flowery  fields,  and  feafoxis  gay  i 
The  Mufe,  defponding,  cannot  fing 
Of  the  fweet  garniture  of  fpring ; 
Of  funny  hills,  and  vetdarit  vales, 
And  groves,  and  dreams,  and  gentle  gales  i 
Thefe,  in  more  hofpitable  climes. 
May  run  mellifluent  in  my  rhymes : 
For  Winter,  hoary  arid  fevere, 
Rule6  an  imperious  defpot  here. 
in  chains  the  headlong  flood  he  blnds^ 
He  rides  impetuous  on  the  winds ; 
Before  him  awful  forefts  bend, 
.   And  tempefts  in  his  train  contend. 
But  what  tho'  wintry  winds  prevail^ 
And  Boreas  fends  his  rattling  haili 
Siberian  fhows,  and  many  a  blafl, 
Howling  along  the  dreary  wafte^ 
From  Samo'ida  to  the  fhores^ 
"Where  black  with  ftorms  the  Euxin?  roats  j 
Thy  blamelfefs  wit,  thy  polifli'd  fenfcji 
Can  eafe  and  gaiety  difpenfe. 

»  •        Y  Cotbti 


\ 
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Come,  then,  enchanting  Maid,  and  bring 
The  kindly  influence  of  Spring ; 
Come,  with  thy  animating  air, 
And  Nature's  wear^  walle  repair. 


\ 


• 
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L  E  T  T  E  R    XLL 

Prince  Henry  of  Prujfia  at  St.  Petefjhiirg — a 
fpkndid  Mafquerade  and  Fire-Works. 


DeAR   StR,  St.  Pctcrfturg,  Jan.  4.  17^1* 

THIS  city,  fince  the  beginning  of  wintef, 
has  exhibited  a  continued  fcene  of  fef« 
tivity  and  amufemetit :  feafis,  balls,  concerts, 
plays,  6peras,  fireworks,  and  rhafquerades  ia 
cdnftant  fucceffion ;  and  all  in  honour  of,  and 
to  divert  his  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  Henry  of 
Pruffia,  the  famous  brother  of  the  prefent 
King.  Yet  his  Royal  Highnefs  does  not 
feem  much  diverted.  He  looks  at  them  as  aa 
old  cat  looks  at  the  gambols  of  a  young  kit* 
ten ;  or  as  one  who  had  higher  fport  going 
on  in  his  own  mind,  than  the  paftime  of  fid- 
dling and  dancing. 

He  came  here  about  the  beginning  of  No- 
vember, on  pretence  of  a  friendly  vifit  to  the 
Emprefs  j    to  have    the  happinefs   of  wait- 

Y  a  ing 


I 
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ing  on  fo  magnanimous  a  Princefs ;  and  to  fte" 
with  his  own  eyes  the  progrefs  of  thofe  im— " 
menfe  improvements  fo  highly  edebrated  by 
Voltaire,  and  the  French  wrrtcrs^  who  receive 
gifts  from  her  Majefty.      As  the  Queen  of 
Sheba,  had  heard  of  King  Solomoas*  *'  ads> 
•*  and  wifdqm ;"  and  **  came  to  fee  whether  fhe 
*^  had  heard  a  true  report  of  them  in  her  owa- 

**  land ;"  fo  alfo  this  royal  Pr|nce  hath  com? 
to  vifit  this  mighty  Princefs.     It  may  bcS  too^ 
that,  like  the  Queen  of  Sheba,  he  is  come  to-^ 
pfove  her  Majefty  with  **  hard  queftions  j*'  if 
fo,  he  may  depend  upon  getting  anfwers  ta 
all  his  queftions;.  and  if  he  has  any  delires 
wtich  flie  can  grant,  fhe  will  "  grantliim  hi$*- 
**^ heart's  defire."     I  could,  with  the  greateft 
eafe,  make  out  an.  excellent  parallel^  in  whichr- 
the  precious  (lonesi  the    camels   and    aifes* 
brought  by  the  Sheban  Potentate  to  Jerula-  * 
lem,  would,  I    affur^  you,,  make    no  con^- 
temptible  figure*  ^ 

But     do    you    ferioufiy    imagine,     that 
this  creature  of  fkin  and  bone    (hould   tra- 
vel   through    Sweden^-   whence  he  is  come 
at   p  efent^  and   Finland,    and    Poland,    all  ^ 
toF^the  i)}eafure  of  foeing  the  metropolis  and< 
'f  Exxiprefa 
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^EtnprefsofRuflia  ?  Other  Princes  may  pur- 
iue  fuch  paftime;  but  the  Princes  of  the 
JHoufe  of  Brandenburg  fly  at  a  nobler  quarry* 
Or  is  the  King  of  Pruflia,  as  a  tame  fpedator, 
to  reap  no  advantage  from  the  troubles  of 
Poland,  and  the  Turkifli  war  ?  What  is  tl^c 
meaning  of  his  late  conferences  with  the  Em- 
peror of  Germany  ?  Depend  ijpon  it,  thcfc 
planetary  conjundions  are  the  forerunners  tff 
great  erents.  Time,  and  perhaps  a  few 
months,  may  unfold  the  fecret.  You  will  re- 
colle(a  the  figns,  when  you  fhall  hear  after 
>this  of'Change^,  ufurpations,  and  revolutions. 

'  iPrince  Henry  of  Pruffia  is  one  of  the  moft 
^celebrated  Generals  of  the.  prefent  age.  So 
great  are  his  military  talents,  that  his  bro- 
ther, who  is r not  apt  to, pay  compliments,  fays 
of  him, —  that  in  commanding  an  army  he 
was  never  known  to  commit  a  fault.  This, 
iiowcver,  is  but  a  negative  kind  of  praife.  He 
referves  to  himfelf  the  glory  of  fuperior  ge- 
nius, which,  though  capable  of  brilliant  at- 
chievements,  is  yet  liable.to  .unwary  miftakes ; 
and  allows  him  no  other  than  the  ^praife  of 
corrednefs.  To  j udge  of  him  by  his  appear- 
ance, I  ftiould  form  no  high  .eftimate  of  hi^j 

Y  3  .abilities. 
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abilities.  But  the  Scythian  ambafladorc 
judged  in  the  fame  manner  of  Alexander  the 
Great.  He  is  under  the  middle  fize ;  very 
thin;  he  walks  firmly  enough,  or  rather 
ftruts,  as  if  he  wanted  to  walk  firmly ;  and 
has  little  dignity  in  his  air  or  gefture.  He 
is  dark-complexioned  ;  and  he  wears  his  hair, 
which  is  remarkably  thick,  clubbed,  and 
dreflfed  with  a  high  toupee.  His  forehead  is 
high  ;  his  eyes  large,  with  a  little  fquint ;  and 
when  he  fmiles,  his  upper  lip  is  drawn  up  a 
little  in  the  middle.  His  look  expre0es  fa- 
gacity  and  obfervation;  bufr  nothing' very 
amiable :  and  his  manner  is  grave  and  ftiff 
rather  than  afFable.  He  was  drefled,  when  I 
firft  faw  him,  in  a  light-blue  frock,  with  fil- 
ver  frogs;  and  wore  a  red  waiftcoat  and  blue 
breeches.  He  is  not  very  popular  among  the 
Kuffians  ;  and  accordingly  their  wits  are  dif- 
pofed  to  amufe  themfelves  with  his  appear- 
ance,  and  particularly  with  his  toupee.  They 
fay  he  refembles  Samfon  ;  that  all  his  ftrength 
lies  in  his  hair ;  and  that,  confcious  of  this, 
and  recoUeding  the  fate  of  the  fon  of  Ma- 
Boah,  he  fufFers  not  the  nig^  approaches  of 

any  deceitful  Dalilah.     They  fay  he  is  like 
the  coiacti  which,  about  fifteen  months  ago, 

appeared 
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appeared  £0  formidable  in  the  Ruffian  hemi- 
fphere ;  and  whicb^  exhibiting  a  fmall  watry 
body,  but  a  mod  enormous  train,  difmayed 
the  Northern  and  Eaftern  Potentates  with 
*'  fear  of  change/' 

« 

I  faw  him  a  few  nights  ago  at  a  mafque- 
rade  in  the  Palace,  faid  to  be  the  mod  magni- 
ficent thing  pf  the  kind  ever  feen  at  the  Ruf- 
fian Court.  Fourteen  large  rooms  and  gal- 
leries were  opened  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  mafks  i  and  I  was  informed  that  there 
were  prefent  feveral  thoufand  people.  A 
great  part  of  the  company  wore  dominosi  or 
capuchin  drelTes.  Though^  befides  thefe, 
fome  fanciful  appearances  afforded  a  good 
deal  of  amufement.  A  very  tall  Coflack  ap-, 
pcared  completely  arrayed  in  the  "  Hauberk's 
♦'  twifted  mail.'*  He  was  indeed  very  grim 
and  martial.  Perfons  in  emblematical  drefieSy 
reprefenting  Apollo  and  the  Seafons,  ad- 
dreffed  the  Emprefs  in  fpeeches  fuited  to  their 
charaders.  The  Emprefs  herfelf,  at  the 
time  I  faw  her  Majefty,  wore  a  Grecian  habit; 
though  I  was  afterwards  told,  that  fhe  varied 
her^  drefs  two  or  three  times  during  the  maf- 
querade.     Prince  Henry  of  Pruffia  wore  a 

y  4  white 
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•white  domino.  Several  perfons  appeared  iii 
the  dreflfes  of  different  nations^  Chinefe^ 
Turks,  Perfians,  and  Arminiana.  The  moft 
humorous  and  fantaflical  figure  was  a 
Frenchman,  who,  with  wonderful  nimblcnefs 
and  dexterity,  reprefented  an  overgrown,  but 
•very  beautiful  parrot.  He  chatt(sred  with  a 
great  deal  of  fpirit  j  and  his  fhoulders,  covered 
with  green  feathers,  performed  admirably  the 
mrt  of  wings.  He  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Emprcfs ;  a  ripg  was  formed ;  he  was  quite 
happy ;  fluttered  his  plumage ;  made  fine 
fpcechcs  in  Rufs,  Frenth,  and  tolerable  Eng- 
lifli ;  the  ladies  were  exceedingly  diverted  j 
every  body  laughed  but  Prince  Henry,  who 
flood  befific  the  Emprefs,  and  was  fo  grave 
and  fo  folemH)  that  he  would  have  performed 
his  part  moft  admirably  ip  the  ihape  of  alt 
pwl.  The  par^fot  obferved  him  ;  was  deterr 
mined  to  have  reyenge ;  and  having  fsfid  a$ 
^lany  good  things  as  he  could  to  her  M^jeftyt 
he  was  hopping  away;  but  j^ft  as  h^  wa^ 
going  i>ut  of  tht  circle*  feenaing  to  recollect 
hirt>fejf>  he  ftopped,  looked  over  his  fhouldcr 
^t  the  formal  Prince,  and  quite  in  the  parrot 
tone  and  French  acdent,  he  addrefTed  him 
flapft  fimphatically  with  Henri!  Henri !  Henri  £ 
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40ct  then  diving  into  the  crowdi  difappeared. 
His  Royal  Highnefs  was  dtfconcerted ;  he 
was  forced  to  fmile  in  his  own  defencCj  and 
the  company  were  not  a  little  amufed. 

At  midnight  a  fpacious  hall  of  a  circular 
form,  capable  of  containing  a  vaft  number  of 
people,  aqd  illuminated  in  the  moft  magnifi* 
cent  manner,  was  fuddenly  opened.     Twelve 
tables  were  placed  in  alcoves  around  the  fides 
of  the   room,   where   the  Emprefs,    Prince 
Henry,  and  a  hundred  »nd  fifty  of  the  chief 
nobility  and  foreign  minifters,  fat  down  to 
Tapper.     The  reft  of  the  company  went  up 
by  flairs  on  the  outfide  of  the  room  into  the 
lofty  galleries,  placed  all  around  on  the  infidc. 
Such  a  row  of  maiked  yifages,  many  of  them 
with  grotefque  features  and  bufliy  beards,  nod- 
ding from  the  fide  of  the  wall,  appeared  very 
ludicrous  to  thofe  below.    The  entertainment 
was  enlivened  with  a  concert  of  mufic ;  and 
at  different  intervals  perfons  in  various  habits 
entered  the  hall,  and  exhibited  Coffack,  Chi- 
nefe,  PoUfli,  Swedifti,   and   Tartar   dances^ 
The  whole  was  fo  gorgeous,  and  at  the  faqie 
time  fo  fantaflic,  that  I  could  not  help  thiiik'- 
ing  myfelf  prefent  at  fome  of  the  magnifi- 
cent 
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cent  feftivals  defcribed  in  the  old*faihiOQed 
romances ; 

the  marfliard  feaft 
ServM  up  in  hall  with  fcwers  and  fenefbals* 

The  reft  of  the  company,  on  returning  to  the 
rooms  adjoining,  found  prepared  for  them 
alfo  a  fumptuous  banquet.  The  mafquerade 
began  at  fix  in  the  evening,  and  continued 
till  five  next  morning, 

Befides  the  mafquerade,  and  other  feftivi- 
ties,  in  honour  of,  and  to  divert  Prince 
Henry,  we  had  lately  a  moft  magnificent 
ihew  of  fireworks.  They  were  exhibited  in  a 
wide  fpace  before  the  Winter  Palace ;  and,  in 
truth,  **  beggared  defcription."  They  dif- 
played,  by  a  variety  of  emblematical  figures, 
theredudion  of  Moldavia,  Wallachia,  Befla- 
rabia,  and  the  various  conquefts  and  vidories 
atchieved  fince  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
fent  war.  The  various  colours,  the  bright 
green,  and  the  fnowy  white,  exhibited  in 
thefe  fireworks,  were  truly  aftonifhing.  For 
the  fpace  of  twenty  minutes,  a  tree  adorned 
with  the  lovelieft  and  moft  verdant  foliage, 
feemed  to  be  waving  as  with  a  gentle  breeze. 
It  was  entirely  of  fire;  and  during  the  whole 

$  of 
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of  tills  flupendous  fcene,  an  arch  of  fire,  hf 
the  continued  throwing  pf  rockets  and  fire- 
balls in  one  direction,  formed  as  it  were  a 
fui table  canopy. 

On  this  pccafion  a  prpdigious  multitude  of 

people  was  afiembled ;    and  the  Bmprefs,  it 

was   furmifed,    feemed    uneafy.       She  was 

afraid,  it  was  apprehended,  left  any  accident, 

like  what  happened  at  Paris  at  the  marriage 

of  the  Dauphin,  ihould  befal   her  beloved 

people.     I  hope  I  have  amufed  youj  and 

f  ver  ami 

Yours,  &Cf 
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^Account  of  the  Cmfecratlon  (f  the  Wattnx 


DEAR   SIR,  St^Peteriburgt  Jaii«7«  177U 

ONE  of  the  moft  magnificent  ceremonies 
in  the  Greek  church,  and  that  which 
feems  chiefly  to  draw  the  attention  of  ftranr 
igers  is,  the  confecration  of  the  waters.  It  is 
performed  twice  in  the  year;  but  the  moft 
fplendid  difplay  of  this  ceremony  is  exhibited 
on  the  6th  of  January ,.and  is  performed  in 
commemoration  of  the  baptifm  of  our  Sa- 
viour. As  I  was  yefterday  prefent  at  thi« 
iblemnity,  I  fliall  mention  to  you  fome  of 
thofe  circumftances  in  the  fhew,  which  fecm?- 
led  to  me  moft  remarkable^ 

A  pavilion,  fupported  by  eight  pillars,  un- 
<ler  which  the  chief  part  of  the  ceremony  was 
performed,  was  ereded  on  the  Moika,  a 
^rearn  which  caters  the  Neva  between  the 

Winter 
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'Winter  Palace  and  the  Admiralty.  '  On  the 
ttop  was  a  gilded  figure  of  St.  John :  on  the 
fides  were  pidures  of  our  Saviour,  reprefenl-- 
cd  in  different  fituations;  and  within,  imme- 
diately over  the  hole  which  was  cut  through^ 
the  ice  into  the  water,  was  fufpended  the 
figure  of  a  dove.  The  pavilion  was  fur- 
rounded  with  a  temporary  fence  of  fit- 
branches  5  and'  a  broad  lane  from  the  palace 
Was  defended  on  each  fide  in  a  fimilar  man- 
lier. This  paffage,  by  which  the  proceffioa 
advanced,  was  covered  with  red  cloth.  The^ 
banks  of  the  river,  and  the  adjoining  fbreets» 
were  lined  with  foldiers^  The  Moifca,  in  ho* 
nour  of  the  event  commemorated  by  this  fo^ 
lemnity,  is  always  dignified^  on  the  6th  of 
January,  with  the  name  of  the  river  Jprdan.^ 

On  the  prefent  occafion  the  Archbifliop 
of  Novogrod  prcfided  ;  and  the  firft  part  of 
the  fervice  was'  performed  in  the  Imperial 
chapel.  The  proceffion  then  advanced,  by  the' 
paffage  abovemcntioned,  to  the  Jordan  of  the 
day.  It  confided  of  muficians,  inferior  clergy,> 
and  dignified  clergy,  with  all  their  ufual  pa- 
rade of  tapers,  banners,  lofty  mitres,  and- 
Sowing    robeSk      They   ranged    themfelves^ 

within- 
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nvithin  the  pavilion,  and  were  foon  after  join* 
ed  by  another  procefBon  of  fuch  of  the  Em- 
prefs*s  Court  and  Family  as  chofe  to  be  pre- 
lent  at  this  folemnity ;  for  the  Emprefs, 
owing  to  fome  indifpofition,  wasabfent.  No 
parade  of  Priefts  and  Levites,  even  in  the 
days  of  Solomon,  and  by  the  banks  of  Shiloh, 
could  be  more  magnificent.  After  the  rite 
was  performed  with  cuftomary  prayers  and 
hymns,  all  who  were  prefent  had  the  happi- 
Defs  of  being  fpfinkled  with  the  wafer  thus 
confecrated  and  rendered  holy.  The  ftafi- 
dards  of  the  army  and  the  artillery  received 
iimilar  confecration ;  and  the  rite  was  con- 
cluded with  a  triple  difcharge  of  mufquetry. 

The  Ruffians  conceive  that  the  water,  thug 
fan£tified,  poflefles  the  moft  fingular  vir- 
tues. Accordingly  the  multitude  who  were 
aflembled  on  the  outfide  of  the  fence,  and  the 
guard  furrounding  the  pavilion,  when  the 
ceremony  was  over,  ruflied  with  ungoverned. 
tumult  to  wafh  their  hands  and  their  faces  in 
the  hallowed  orifice.  What  pufhing  and 
bawling,  and  fcolding  and  fwearing— to  get 
rid  of  their  fins  !  the  Priefts  of  different 
churches,  and  many  other   perfons,  carried 

boQQ^e 
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home  with  them  large  quantities  of  holy 
water;  and  believed  thenifelves  in  pofleffion 
of  a  moft  invaluable  tireafure.  For  they  ap- 
prehend, that  it  is  not  only  blefled  vrith 
fpiritual  energy,  and  is  efficacious  in 'waffl- 
ing away  the  difeafes  of  the  foul,  but  is  alfoa 
fovereign  antidote  agairift  the  malign-  in- 
fluences of  evil  fpirits ;  and  may  be  prefcrib* 
cd  with  great  advantage  againfl:  the  pains  and 
maladies  of  the  body.— A  Lady,  as  the 
ftory  goes,  had  a  child  ill  of  a  fever ;  many 
medicines  were  tried,  but  without  effed  :  fhe 
was  at  length  prevailed  with  to  adminifter 
holy  water:  it  was  many  months  after  the 
time  of  confecration ;  the  water  was  fpoilt ; 
but  ihe  did  not  believe  it  was  fo :  for  fuch 
water  is  reckoned  incapable  of  fpoiling.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  fhe  adminiftered  a  copious 
draught;  and  the  child  died.  £ut  having 
been  poifoned  by  the  waters  of  Jordan,  the 
mother  could  not  repine. 

On  the  fame  principle,  all  infants  who 
are  baptized  with  the  water  of  the  facred 
orifice,  are  ftippofed  to  deriv.e  from  it  the 
moft  peculiar  advantages.  Parents  therefore 
are  very  eager,  even  at  the  hazard  of  their 

childrens' 
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duldrens'  livesi  to  embrace  the  blelTed  ocet^* 
|ioQ.  I  have  heard  that  a  prieftj  ip  immer- 
iing  a  child,  for  baptifm  is  performed  here  hf 
the  immerfioa  of  the  whole  body,  let  it  flip^ 
through  inattention^  into  the  wajer.  The 
child  was  drowned }  but  the  holy  man  fuffer*- 
ed  no  confternation.  **  Give  nae  aijotheri'*' 
Jfiid  he,  with  the  titmoft  compofare*  **  for  the 
^'  Lord  hath  taken  this  to  himfelf-''  The 
Emprefs,  however,  having  other  ufes  for  her 
fubje^tsi  and  not  defiring  that  the  hot,d 
Should  have  any  more  in  that  way  at  leafi^ 
gave  orders,  that  all  children  to  be  baptizcii 
in  the  Jordan,  ihould  henceforth  be  l^t  dQmj$ 
in  a  balfcet*     Adieus 
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Concerning   the   EffeSl '  bf  po'nipous    religious 
Rites  On  the  Devotibn  of  the  Worjhippen 
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*  *  *  *  T  AM  more  than  ever  of  your  opi-* 
i  •*  nion^  that  fimplicity  ought  to 
reign  ih  the  forms  of  reUgious  w6r{hip4^-r 
"  Piety,  and  a  fenfex]ff  the  Supreme  fieing,'V 
as  IhaTe  heard  you  obferver  "  ought  not  to 
«^  lie  mere  holiday  raiiHent,  or  a  cloke  to  be 
**  worn  only  on  Sundays.  The  fentiments 
*'  and  difpoiitions  produced  by  true  religion 
^^  ought  to  be  mingled  with,  and  form  a  part 
*'  of  out  temper.  We  ought  to  entej-taih 
'^  them  habitually  in  our  minds,  and  carry 
'^  them  with  us  even  to  fcenes  of  bufinefs  and 
"  of  amufemcnt.  They  will  render  bufinefs 
^^  agreeable,  and  heighten  the  pleafure.of  the 
**  nnral  walk.'*     Thefe  arc  your  doftrines, 

Z  ai>d 
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and  they  are  well  founded.     But  if  we' think 
it  effential  to  the  exercifes  of  devotion,  that 
our  minds  be  much  elevated  and  tranfportedj 
if  we  mud  feel  violent  raptures  and   ftrong 
emotions,  we  deceive  ourfelves.     Thefe  tran- 
fports  are  of  little  fervice.     Extacy  foon  fub- 
lides :  the  refolutions  which  it  occafions  are  no 
lefs  tranfient;  they  ya»ifli'with  the  mood  that 
produced  them  ;  they  are  a.  gaudy  ftrudure, 
but    have   no  foundation.      Pompous    cere- 
monies, glaring  pictures,  and  even  ravifhing 
ihufic,  havc^  no  doubt,  Tcry  pleafing  effeds ; 
but  they  rather  tend  to  prc^hice  wild  enthu- 
fiafm,  than  meek   religion.     I  had  lately  a 
whimfical  inftance-     At  a  Very  magnificent 
ceremony  of  the  Greek  chijrch,  at  which  I 
was  prefent^  every  thing  was  contrived'  ta 
work  on  the  fenfes,  and  rt^ame  the  iaragina* 
tion  :  Solemn,  proceffions  of  mitred  Pricfts— 
a   refpedable  and   numerous  aodie©cc--*thc 
Emprefs   of  this  great  empire,  and  all  hef 
Court— -every  one  with,  the: geflures  ami  face 
of  devotion— myfterious  forms— and   folemn 
mufic*     1  was  (truck  f    'tis  a  falfe  rdigion^ 
faid  I  to  myfelf:   but  ^iH  I  was  amazed  at 
what  I  felt  \  and  almoft  joined  ia  wori^ipping 
the  glaring  Saint.  ■      -I  was  next  night  at 

an 
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an  exquifite  opera :  the  mufic  rapturous— the 
fcenery  like  enchantment — the  theatre  lofty— *- 
the  dreffes  magnificent — and  the  dancing, 
which  was  intermixed,  refeibbled  the  light 
airy  geftures  of  fylphs  or  praeternatural 
beings.  In  one  part,  a  Prieftefs  of  Diana,  ac- 
companied  with  a  chorus,  confiilin^  of  an 
hundred  Priefts  and  Nyigphs,  fung  hymns  to 
the  Goddefs ;  it  was  aflFeding,  *^  It  is 
**  ftrange^  thought  I;  yefterday  I  was  of  the 
*^  Greek  perfuafion ;  and  I  am  this  night  a 
«  Pagan/'  *  *  *  ♦ 


Z2 
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L  E  T  t  E  R    XLIV* 

Ohfervations  on  the  Punifhment  of  Crimes^  in 

*  Anfwer  to  the  Thirty-fecond  Letter  in  this 

*  ColleSlion^  concernit^  the  Adminijlratioh  of 


DEAR    SI  k, 

THERE  are  feveral  circumfiances  Jh  your 
iituation  which  mufl:  afford  you  a  great 
deal  of  pleafure,  efpecially  the  opportunity 
which  you  enjoy,  and  which  I  fee  you  do  not 
negleft,  of  comparing  the  condition  of  man- 
kind in  foreign  countries  with  that  which 
you  were  acquainted  with  at  home,  and  of 

*  The  Author  of  this  Volume  had  no  notion »  when  he 
wrote  the  Thirty-fecond  Letter,  of  the  merit  it  was  about  to 
have  with  his  Readers.  It  produced  this  Anfwer^  which  the 
ingenious  Writer  ha?  mod  obligingly  allowed  him  to  publifii. 
If  the  Editor  could  have  prefented  every  other  Ltttev  in  tht 
coileftion  fo  well  fupported  as  that  which  has  occafioned  this 
return,  the  folicitude  he  now  feels  on  coming  before  the  Publkf 
might  perhaps  have  been  leflened. 

obferving 
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obferving  the  varieties  which  the  difFerehce 
between  them  produces  upoa  manners  and 
chara£ter.  It  is  flattering  tp  our  national 
pride,  that  you  have  hitherto  met  with  no- 
thing that  tends  to  weaken  yoiir  attachment 
to  the  liberty  jind  the  cuftoms  of  your  cono- 
trymeo* 

In  your  enquiries,  the  yarious  regulations 
of  police  defervedly  pccupy  a  part  of  your  at- 
tention ;  and,  among  thefe,  the  laws  relating 
to  the  prevention  or  punifhment  of  crimes 
certainly  occupy  a  very  diftinguiflied  place. 
Every  good  citizen  ought  earneftly  to  wifh,. 
that  the  magiftrate  fliopld  be  enablj^d  to 
watch  over  the  interefts  of  all  the  individuals 
belonging  to  the  community,  and  to  reftrain 
any  perfoni  whatever  from  violating  their 
rights,  For  the  fake  of  abfolute  fecurjty 
from  all  injuries  to  his  perfon  or  property,  he 
ipight  perhaps  be  difpofcd  to  facrifice  feveral 
other  valuable  privileges,    . 

There  are  regulations  and  eftablifhraents 
of  police  in  other  countries,  which  tend  more 
efFedually  to  protect  the  inhabitants  from  the 
fraud  and  violence  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
than  any  provifions  that  have  been  made  by 

Z  3  our 
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our  laws.  I  entirely  acquiefce,  however,  in 
your  judgment,  that  fimilar  planiJ,  for  pre- 
vention of  crimes,  would  be  attended  with 
great  and  imminent  danger,  if  they  were 
adopted  in  Britain.  It  is  not  to  be  denied, 
that,  in  this  ifland,  daring  attacks  have  often 
been  made  by  defperate  individuals  upon  the 
perfons  and  properties  of  men ;  and,  pa  ac- 
count of  thefe,  our  unequalled  form  of  gor 
vernment  has  frequently  fufFercd  reproach 
among  the  advocates  for  arbitrary  power  in 
foreign  dates.  The  reprefentations  of  this 
evil  that  have  been  given  are  not  entirely 
groundlefs,  though  they  are  fometimes  grofsly 
and  induftrioufly  exaggerated.  But  even 
granting  that  they  are  ftridlly  true,  it  will 
"not  be  found  eafy  to  devife  a  remedy  that  will 
not  occafion  more  fatal  confequences  than  the 
difeafe.  It  is  better  to  remain  as  we  are, 
though  fometimes  expofed  to  danger  from 
the  feeble  attack  of  a  timid  and  fkulking 
plunderer,  than  to  arm  a  protedlor  with  irre- 
fiftible  powers,  that  may  afterwards  be 
openly  employed  to  rob  us  of  our  moll  va- 
luable rights, 

I  have 
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I  i^ave  heard  of  two  fchemes  that  ni^e  beea 
ferioufly  propofed,  with  a  view  to  prevent 
the  frequency  of  crimes,  efpecially  of  rob- 
-beries,  in  this  country.  The  one  of  thefe  is, 
to  ered  a  Board  of  Police  in  the  capital,  re- 
ifmbling  that  which  is  eftablifhed  in  France, 
under  the  infpedlion  of  a  fit  perfon,  corre- 
fpondlAg  to  the  Lieutenant  of  Police  in  Paris* 
vrhoi  by  means  of  fpies  ^nd  emiflfaries,  and 
by  means  of  information  regularly  tranfmit- 
ted  to  him  from  proper  officers  ftationed  in 
the  couqtry,  may  have  a  perfeft  acquaintance 

with  the  refidence  and  tranfadtions  of  all 
perfons  whofe  charadlers  are  fufpicious.  The 
other  fcheme  is,  to  condemn  all  perfons, 
guilty  of  robbery,  or  of  other  grofs  crimes,  to 
bondage  and  hard  labour.  I  am  not  fatisfied 
that  either  of  thefe  propofals,  if  carried  into 
execution,  would  anfwer  the  end  intended  by 
them;  and  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that 
neither  of  them  is  adapted  to  the  conftitution 
of  Britain,  and  the  temper  of  its  inh^i- 
tants. 

The  firft  of  thefe  fchemes,  by  which  it  Is 
propofed  to  form  a  great  cffaWifhment  ♦f 
police,  comprehending  many  iaftripr  depart- 

Z  4  meats, 
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xnents,  with  their  proper  officers,  is  recom- 
mended by  the  fuqcefs  in  preventing  or 
fpeedily  detecting  crimes,  with  which  fimilar 
plans  have  been  attended  on  the  Continent, 
efpecially  in  France*  We  muft  not,  how*-^ 
ever,  allow  this  confidera^ion  alone  to  d?teif» 
mine  our  judgment,  for  there  may  be  regq-^ 
lotions  well  adapted  to  the  manners  4ind  go- 
Ternmpnt  of  other  nations,  that  are  incon-t 
fiftent  with  our  fentiments,  and  with  t^e  fpiri^ 
pf  our  cpnftitution. 

•        .  ,  •  . 
An  obvious  obje£tion  to  this  plan   arifes 

from  the  great  expence  with  which  the  exe- 
cution of  it  muft  neceflarily  be  attended.  1% 
y^ould  require  a  vaft  number  of  fpies  of  dif- 
ferent ranks,  conneded  with  one  another  hf 
their  fubordination  to  common  (uperiors.-r- 
We  can  hardly  fuppofe  that  thefe  fpies  could* 
at  all  times,  poffels  a  fufficient:  degree  of  in- 
telligence for  the  purpofes  of  the  eftablifli- 
xnpnt,  if  they  were  lefs  pumerou?  than  th^ 
officers  of  excife.     As  it  might  be  neceflary, 

• 

however,  that,  in  appearance  at  leaft,  they 
fliould  carry  on  fonae  ordinary  bufinef»,  with 
S^  viewtp  ponceal  their  real  epa-ploym^nt,  they 
^mighl  not  eiiurely^epepd  oaihcpubji?  trea- 
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ftary  for  fubfiftence,  and  might'  therefore  be 
fupported  for  a  fmaller  fum  than  the  fame 
number  of  excife  officers. ,  At  the  fame  time, 
^hen  we  refleft,  that  fecret  fervices  muft  be 
liberally  paid  for,  and  that  it  might  be  requi- 
fite  to  have  fpies  who  could  eafily  obtain  ad^ 
miffion  into  fafliionable  circles,  there  is  reafon 
to  believe  that  the  difference  of  expence  upoa 
the  whole  might  not   be  very  confiderable. 
Though  the  excife  be  a  very  produdive  tax, 
the   nation   has   always  complained   of  the 
heavy  charges  paid  for  colleding  it.     If  a 
burthen  equally  grievous  were  laid  upon  9. 
free  people,  without  any  pretence  of  defend- 
ing their  country,  or  of  annoying  their  cnc-*- 
mies,  it  would   be  altogether  unfupportable. 
The  French  indeed  do  not  murmur;  but  the 
french  d6  not  tax  themfelves,  and  they  claim 
no  right  to  enquire  into  the  expenditure  pf 
public  money. 

There  is  another  obje<f!tion  to  this  propofal 
of  much  ^more  weight  than  that  which  I  have 
already  mentioned,  arifing -from  the  nature  of 
our  civil  conftitution.  ^  A  free  people  will 
never  fubmit,  for  the  fake  of  thfe  nioft  perfeft 
.fecurity  from  the  injurious  attacks'  of  i^divl' 

duals, 
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duals^  to  the  reftraint  of  ading  always  under 
the  infpedion  of  fpies.  They  will  not  allow 
their  houfes  to  be  examined  by  ofScers  of  po- 
lice, without  legal  warrants  froni  the  magif- 
trate ;  nor  will  they  bear  with  patience  to  fee 
their  fellow-fubjedts  carried  away  to  prifon, 
unlefs  they  know  the  grounds  upon  which 
they  are  fufpeded,  and  are  alfo  affured  that 
they  fhall  foon  be  brought  to  a  fair  and  open 
trial.  Men  who  love  civil  liberty,  would  ra- 
ther chufe  that  their  goods  arid  perfons 
fhould  be  expofed  to  fome  fmall  degree  of 
danger,  than  purchafe  a  complete  fecurity 
from  fuch  injuries,  by  fuffering  thofe  who 
are  in  power  to  infpedt  every  man's  bufinefs 
and  converfation.  An  eftablifliment  of  po- 
lice, perfedly  adapted  to  anfwer  its  end,  re- 
quires that  cognizance  fhould  be  taken  of  the 
fufpicious  as  well  as  of  the  guilty,  and  is 
therefore  inconfiftent  with  liberty. 

It  is  only  in  arbitrary  governments  that 
fuch  great  and  regular  fyfteras  of  police  have 
f)een  carried  into  execution :  and  there  is 
reafon  to  believe,  that  they  are  fupported  at 
great  expi^nce,  and  with  unremitting  atten-r 
tk>b»*  much  tixprc.  from  reafons  of  flate  than 

from 
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from  any  regard  to  the  fecurity  of  the'  fub* 
je<S,  or  the  goal  order  of  the  community. 
The  end  which  they  have  in  view  does  not 
appear  to  be  fo  much  the  puiii(hment  or  the 
prevention  of  crimes,   as  the   fafety   of  the 
Prince's  perfon,  and  the  maintenance  of  his 
authority^     A   defpot  is  at  all  times  jealous 
and  fufpicious.     He  dreads  every,  whifper,  as 
if  ii  were  the  voice  of  a  confpirator ;  and  his 
throkc  {hakes  below  him  whenever  there  is 
the  fmalleft  commotion  among  his  fubjeds. 
Spies  are  neceffary  to  bring  him  information 
of  every  thing  that  has  the  appearance  of  de-r 
(ign  or  of  exertion,  that  he  may  bfe  enabled  to 
preferve,  through  all  his  dominions,  the  ftill- 
nefs  of  night.     But  he  endeavours  to  conceal 
his  own  fears  under  the  plaufible   pretence^ 
that  all  his  anxieties  are  produced  by  his  un- 
ceafing  attention  to  the  fafety  and  fecurity  of 
his  fubjefls.     The  Sovereign  of  a  free  ftate  is 
agitated  by  no  fimilar  fears,  for    he  reigns 
agreeably  to  the  declared  inclinations  of  hi« 
people  ;  he  poflefles  their  confidence,  and  can 
depend  upon  their  affeftions.     As  long  as'the 
Sovereign  of  a  free  country  is  difpofed  to  rule 
agreeably  to  the  principles  of  the  cdr|ftitutiori, 
he  will  endeavour  to  be  directed  by  the  gene- 
ral 
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ralwiflies  of  his  people;  aad  whenever  he 
begins  to  fupprefs  the  open  declarations  of 
their  fears  and  difgufts,  and  to  obtain  fecret 
and  indirect  information  concerning  their  fen* 
timents,  he  certainly  means  to  increafe  his 
own  power,  and  to  leffcn  their  influence.  He 
diftrufts  them,becaufehe  knows  that  he  him* 
felf  deferves  not  to  be  trufted. 

r 

A  fyftem  of  police,  for  thp  purpofe  of  dc^ 
teding  crimes  by  means  of  Spies,  has,  for  a 
confiderable  time,  been  carried  on  in  London, 
under  the  infpetiion  of  Sir  John  Fielding  j 
but  it  is  not  extenfive,  nor  is  ic  fubfervient  to 
any  thing  but  the  adminiftration  of  juftice. 
It  muft  be  conducted  in  fome  way  th^^t  is  very 
diflferent  from  its  prefent  form,  before  any 
fufpicion  can  reafonably  arife,  that  it  may,  at 
laft,  be  made  ufe  of  to  ferve  purpofcs  of  ftate. 
The  heft  of  rulers,  however,  are  naturally  der 
firous  of  increafing  their  power ;  and  men  who 

m 

have  privileges  to  lofe,  ought  for42ver  to  be  on 
their  guard.  The  condudl  of  the  fufpicious 
muft  fometimes  be  enquired  into;  but  let 
the  nature  and  grounds  of  the  fufpicion  unr 
der  which  they  lie  always- 6e  made  publicly 
knowri  J  and  Ipt  the  enquiry  be  opea>  im- 
partial 


liUSSlAN   EMPIRE.  349 

partial,  and  not  unneceffarily  delayfed;  •  Not- 
withftanding  every-jir^cautiofi  that  cin  be 
taken,  the  innocent -may  fometitaes  be  in- 
juftly  Tufpefted;  and  niay  beconie •  fufferers  by 
cotifinement  before  the  truth  can  b^  invefti- 
gated ;  But  let  them  never  '  fiifFcr,  tinlefs 
ftrong  prefumptions  lie  againft  them,  arid  let 
it  be  underflood,  that  fufFering  U  very  differ- 
ent in  Its  nature  from  punifliment^for  though 
it  may' be  fevere,  it  is  not  ignominious. 

'  The  other  fcheme,  by  Which  it  is  propblcdP 
tb  condemn  certain-  claffes  of  criminarfs -^ 
hard  labour,  as  well  as  the  former^ 'ftfcfftis* 
liable  to  ftrong 'objedions.  Ptiniffifif^ti^<tf^ 
various^krnds  may  be  devifed,  and  mah^lififtffrf 
of  them  have  been  inflided  in  different  t6uh^ 
tries,  fome  of  them  with  better  affld^ofef^ilK*^ 
worfe  effects.  AH  thofe  whiclfi'afe  ksftntt^* 
panied  with  torture  are  happily  laid ^fffiBe  in* 
our  own  ifland;  and,  in  the  opiriic)n^*b£- Ae 
wifeft  men,  (hould  be  aboMfhcd^  eVdff^\irhtre. 
Why  (hotild  the  delicate,  tie  feh(ible,^a  the 
compaffionate,  be  wantonly  fobjeftelff '  to  •  that 
anguifh  which   they'  miift  ncfceffaril^- feel, 

when  they  are  forced  to  fee,  ^or^to^  Heir  of 
fuffierings  that  are  fiiecking-to  humaliity  ?  •^  I« 

it 
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it  even  prudent  ta  expofe  atrocious  guilt  in 
thofe  particular  circumftaDceSi  in  whioh  its. 
bafenefs  is  concealed,  or  palliated,  by  emo- 
tions of  pity  e;ccitqd  in  favour  of  the  cri- 
minal? Such  puniihments  are  inconfiftent. 
with  the  natural  principles  of  ^lan^  and  with 
the  ends  of.penal  fandlions; 

The  puniffiments  that  are  (hocking  to  hu- 
Inanity  ought  never  to  be  inflifted  ;  yet  there 
art  crimes  that  juftify  great  feverity.  JuC- 
tice  tnay  reafonably  demand,  that  a  man  who 
bus  been  guilty  ihouldfufFer  jn  his  fortune; 
though^  at  the  fame  time,  rig<^ur^  in  this  re- 
^)C^#  ihduid  always  be  avoided,  wheur  the  fur 
ttire  welfare  of;  his  family  is  conne&ed  with 
the.  forfeiture.  A  man  .may  alio  deferve  to  be 
from  his  country ».. and  to  be  .legally 
of  all. thofe  privileges  which  he  for- 
xberiy  enjoyed  as  a  citizen..^  He  may  even  be 
guilty  of  fuch  atrocious  a(3;8,  that  the  indigna- 
tioa  of  nMQt^ind  cannot  be  fatiis6ed|  if  ^is  life 
be  fpared*^ .  Baniiliment  and  death  are  pvuifh** 
Hieats>,  by  which  future  danger  from  the  at-^ 
tempts  of  a  perfon»  who,  by  the  perpefration 
of  grpfts;  Qcimes,  has  difcoverol  an  inclination 
and  c^pjtfjity  tfi  iBJure  feg^ty  in  its  moft  ef- 

fential 
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iential  interefts,  may  be  efTedlually  prevent-* 
td ;  and  they  do  not  feenfi  improper  under 
any  form  of^  government. 

Deprivation  of  liberty  is  a  kind  of  puns(h«^f 
toent  that  may  alfo,  in  fome  forms  of  it^  be 
adopted  in  any  civil  community.  Imprifoal^ 
ment  for  a  limited  time,  if  it  be  regarded  as  a 
fevere  and  not  as  a  ihameful  puniflimetiti 
may  often  be  very  reafonable  and  proper* 
Even  perpetuarimprifonment  is  a  fort  of  pii- 
nifhment  that   is  not  inconfiflent  with   the 

|)rinciple8  of  free  government;  but  in  any 
ftate,  whether  free  or  defpotical,  to  retain  a 
perfon  who  is  never  to  be  oi  ftny  fervic^^o 
the  community,  and  who  might'  perhaps  be 
ofeful  elfewhere,  feems  to  be  a  ijie^fureuntte* 
ccffary  and  inexpedient.  .  If  iheie  be  a.  mail , 
whom  it  is  dangerous  to  prcferve  in  th6  com* 
munity,  the  obvious  diftate  of  common  fehfe 
tfecms  to,  be,  that  he  ought  to  be  thrown  out 

of  it.  '     •  .  .      ::  /: 

Inftead  .  of  preferving  an  ufelcfs  life  m  a 
ftate  of  long  iraprifonment,  it  has  been 
thought  a  wife  expedient  in  fome  Miiom  to 
condemn  to  flavery  thgfe  criminals',  Vlftile 

guilt 
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18  not  confidered  as  heinous  enough  to  de-* 
ferve  death,  though  their  vicious  inclinations 
are  fo  well  known  that  it  would  be  dangerous 
to  entruft  them  with  liberty.  It  has  been 
*  imagined,  that  v^hile  their  labour  was  a 
puni&ment  to  them*felves,  it  might  be  pro- 
dudive  of  fome  benefit  to  the  ftate*  This  is 
the  mode  of  treating  certain  claflTes  of  felons ; 
which  fome  are  defirbus  of  feeing  eftablifhed 

in  Britain. 

• 

There  are  feveral  lights  in  which  the  ten- 
dency of  this  fort  of  puniihment  may  be  exa**- 
mined.  If  we  look  upon  it  as  an  engine  of 
police,  merely  intended  to  prevent  men  who 
are^  ill-difpofed .  from  the  commiffion  of 
crimes,  it  appears  to  be  very  well  contrived. 
While  perfons,  from  whom  danger  might  be 
apprehended,  are  kept  under  the  immediate 
snfpedion  of  proper  officers,  while  their  tafka 
are  regularly  demanded  from  them,  and  the 
rod  of  corre£iion  is  continually  fufpended 
over  their  [heads,  they  can  hardly  find  any 
opportunity  to  injure  the  prbpenies  of  others. 

It  cannot,  however,  be  reafoaably  exped^d, 
that  this  mode  of  puniihment  will  produce 
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Sny  fuch  good'  efFedl,  unlefs  the  cfiminal  b6 
fcondemned   to   flavery  for  life.     There  arfe 
fome,  indeed,  wHo  are  inclined  to   believe, 
that   hard  labdflr,   cbntinued   for   a   limited 
courfe  of  years;-  rriay  be  fiifEcicnt  to  anfwet 
thef  piirpofe.  •  TKey '  ft)und  their  belief  upoa 
the  perftiafion,  that  a  happy  alteration  in  the 
manners  and  charadlets  of  thfc  fufFerers  may 
gradually  be  produced.     I  am  leather  bf  opi- 
nion,  that  every  lucceffive  yeir  the  riiorals  of 
perfons  in  fiich  cifcilniflinces    will  becomfc 
more  and  ihore   cdrrup^t.     Skvery   ihuft  bfe 
followed'  ^*ifh  torifeqiienceS'  critifely  fitiiilat 
to  thofe' which  attend  other'  piuntfliments  of 
an   igtibmmioiis   nature;   all  of  which .  fceiil 
very  ill  adapted  to  make  any  defirable  altera- 
tion in  the  dfFendti^    '  A  man  who  is  ftibje(ft- 
«d  td  public  irifemy  immediately  lofes  all 
fenfe  of  fhamei  and  becomes  from  that  time 
boldet  ia  guilt  thati   ever    he  \*^a8   before; 
This  evil  is  cdmtodn  td  all  igriotiiinioufi  pu* 
Difhm^nts  when  the  criminal  is  pcrmlitt^d  td 
furvive  them,  and  to  continue  in  the  fame 
fociety  to  which  he  formerly  belonged^     But 
there  are  alfo  other  evils  which  are  peculiar 
to  that  mode  of  infamous  punifhmcnt  which 
^c  arc  confidering.     If  it    fliould  become 

A  a  eommosl 
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icommon  to  coQdemo  felons  to  hard  labour^  it 
sviJI.be impoiSble  xo  keep  ihem  under  proper 
difcipline,  unlefsa  nuniber  of  them  be  coUefl:- 
led  together;  and  if  they  be  permitted  to  live 
in  fociety  with  one  another,  each  of  tjb^em  will 
}>ecomc  more  corrupted  than  he  »ras  before : 
4ind  perfoQis  thus  trained  up  in  the  fchool  of 
▼ice,  whenever  thcif  period  of  fervitude  cX" 
pircsi  wijlbecpipe  themoftdfiriag  pf  vjlla^ns. 
Th^  contagion:  of  ba(^  principles  that  infers 
€^cvf  pian^fa<^ry  ^i^bere  labourers  arc  col^ 
ifil^ji  together^  cannot  fa'^L  of  fpr^eading  with 
^eat' rapidity  among  men  who  are  ftigma*' 
tized  for  their  viUany,  and  legally  djspiived 
of  repi;ita{iQn>    The  lot  of  ilav^y  ,^one  i» 
fnfiicient  to  debaie-  the  minds  evcp  of  the  jjv 
genuous,  aiii4  n>uft  render  thjofe  who  a^e  nJr 
ready  corrupted,  totally  abandoned*    If>  there* 
fore,  it  be  at  tfll  proper-  to  n>ake  flaitery  the 
j^umChmeot  of  Crimes,  it  ought  to  be  pwrpe* 
iupJ;  for  in  no  other  way  can  it  effe^wally 
fvcwnt  the  didurbanc^    .to    which   Society 
fttig^t  afterw:airdd  be  cxpofed  from  Jhe  fame 
pjerfons'  who  had  formerly  irSoIated  its  laws. 

The  matter  may  be  examined  in  another 
9rkw.  *  Oae  important  end  of  pumihinent  ie 

2  ta 


to  prevent  the  future  commiffioa  of  crimes 
fimilar  to  that  for  which  jhe  penalty  is  in-*' 
Hided.  Condemnation  to  hard  labour  does 
not  (ecm  to  be  an  expedient  well  adapted  fot 
anfwering  this  valuable  purpofe.  Its  efFefl:^ 
indeed  exten,d  to  the  guilty  peffons  who  fuf- 
fer  ;  If  reftrains  from  injurious  a£ts  fbme  of 
the  worft  members  of  the  Society;  but  it  does 
not  fufficiently  deter  other  perfons  of  aban- 
doned principles  from  committing  the  famj? 
crimes  for  which  they  arefuflFeriog.  No  p\|? 
nifhrnent  can  be  very  cfFedual,  unlefs  it  ftrikd 
the  imagination  of  the  fpedator ;  aijd  for  this 
purpofe,  it  is  not  enough  that  it  be  fevere,  it 
IS  further  requifite  that  it  (hould  rarely  occur* 
Slavery  in  itfelf  is  undoubtedly  very  fevere4 
pven  ipore  fevere  than  death  j  but  it  feldon^ 
appears  to  an  indifferent  fpedtator  in  this 
light.  The  generality  of  men  thoughtlefsly 
eftimate  the  lot  of  a  flave  as  not  much  hardejf 
than  that  of  the  Jabouritig  poor.  They 
look  only  to  his  external  appearance,  without 
entering  into  the  diftrefsful  thoughts  that  are 
infeparable  from  his  wretched  ftation.  Wher^e 
fl^very  is  eftablifhed,  the  evils  attending  it  ar€l 
frequently  expofed  to  View,  and  the  impref- 

fion  which  they  make  upon  the  mind,  evetf  of 

« 
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the  compaflionate,  is  fcarcely  felt.  A  punifh- 
ment  that  is  continually,  exhibited  cannot  be 
very  ftriking:  We  ceafe  to  be  moved  with 
the  mod  fhocking  fpedacles  when  we  are 
accufiomed  to  fee  them  every  day;  and  a  vil- 
lain will  not  feel   much  uneafinefs  from  the 

ft 

cfread  of  thofe  fufFerings  which  long  obferva- 
tion  has  rendered  familiar  to  him. 

t  %  * 

It  may  be  added,  that  condemnation  to 
hard  labour  is  the  moft  unequal  of  all  punifli- 
xnents  that  can  be  inflided.  Death'  and  exile 
are  equally  fevere  upon,  the  generality  of 
men ;  but  the  evils  of  flavery  fill  men  with 
difFefent  degrees  of  diftrefs,  according^  to  the 
diverfity  of  their  circumftances.  .A  man 
who,  during  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  has 

been  accuftomed  to  work  with  his  hands,  and 
whofe  expedations  fcarce  ever  rofe.  beyond 
provision  for  a  fcanty  maintenance,  could  not 
fufFer  nearly  fo  much  from  being  obliged  to 
labour  in  a  way  fimilar  to  his  ordinary  em- 
ployment, as  the  man  who  has  been  brought 
up  in  luxury  and .  refinement.  The  fpend- 
thrift  clerk  of  a  grocer  may  be  guilty  of  the 
fame  crime  with  a  coal-heaver ;  but  it  would 
be|mofl  unmerciful  to  condemn  the  former 

to 
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to  undergo  the  fame  bodily  labour  with  the 
latter.  One  of  them  wants  entirely  thofe- 
habits  which  the  other  has  fpent  his  days  ici 
acquiring.  Cafes  might  eafily  be  fuppofed, 
in  which  punifhments  of  this  fort  would  be 
more  fevere  than  any  thing  which  the  inge- 
nuity and  cruelty  of  men  have  been  able  to 
devife^  A  judge  might  indeed  be  allowed  to 
difcriminate  among  a  number  of  criminals, 
and  allot  to  each  of  them  the  degree  of  punifli- 
ment  which  he  thought  propter,  and  adequate 
to  his  offence,  his  conftitution  and  his  habits  ; 
but  in  a  freeftate,  every  difcrimination  of  fuch 
a  nature  is  looked  upon  as  grofsly  ihiijui'!' 

tous:  - 

« 

A  law,  then,  condemning  criminals  of  a 
certain  defcription  to  hard  labour,  though  it 
might  be  (attended  with  feveral  advantages  as 
a  regulation  of  police,  appears  at  the  fanie 
time  to  be  infeparablc  from  various  difadvan- 
tages  that  are  more  than  fufEcient  to  counter- 
balance all  its  falutary  effedls.  The  incon- 
veniences, however,  that  have  been  men- 
tioned, are  not  the  whole,  nor  are  they  the 
moft  alarming  of  thofe  that  might  be  meny 
^lonjed.     It  is  to  be  apprehended,  that  fuch  2^' 

A  a  3  hw 
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law,  rf  it  were  executed  with  rigour^  i&ight 
indir^ftly  produce  conf^^quences  of  a  public 
and  moil  important  kind.  I  am  fully  fatif-^ 
fied  that  flavery,  limited  to  a  certain  term 
pf  years,  will  not  anfwer  the  intention  of 
preventing  crimes.  In  order,  therefore,  to 
render  a  law,  by  which  felons  are  condemned 
to  hard  labour,  efFeftual  in  bringing  about 
i(6  end,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  make  the  pe- 
nalty perpetual.  If  the  condemnation:  of  fc-» 
Ions  to  a  ftate  of  bondage,  which  h  to  ter- 
minate only  with  their  lives,  were  eftablifhed 
by  ftatute,  and  if  the  law  were  rigoroufly 
(executed  through  every  part  of  the  kingdom, 

it  is  manifeft  that  the  number  of  bondmen 
would  foon  become  very  great.  The  ex- 
pence  neceffary  for  fupporting  the  inftitution 
would,  in  a  fhort  time,  beconoe  enormous  and 
intolerable  tp  the  nation  j  for  thei  labour  of 
flaves,  employed  in  public  works,  and  placed 
under  the  diredlion  of  an  overfeer  who  has 
no  intereft  in  them,  will  produce  nothing  by 
which  the  charge  of  maintaining  them  may 
be  defrayed.  T^e  ^p^nces^  might  indeed- 
be  leffened,  by  erpploying  them  in  the  ordi- 
ijary  occupations  of  civil  life;  but  if  thi$ 
^p?f  th?  cafe,  the  diftin^kion  betweeathem 
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iind  other  clalfi!^  of  citizens  would  be  too 
J9ightly  marked  to  render  their  •punifliment 
€xamplary ;  while,  at  the  fame  time,  the  ho- 
ned labourer  would  fuffer  degradation  in  hid 
own  fancy  and  that  of  others,  from  the  re- 
fiedion,  that  he  earned  his  bread  by  manual 
ads  fo  mean  and  fo  fevere,  that  condemnation 
to  the  performance  of  them  was  thought  a 
proper/puniihment  for  thofe  who  are  the  dif- 
grace  of  our  fpccies.  The  foHowing  feems 
to  be  the  only  remaining  expedient  for  pre- 
venting thefc  evils,  if  this  fort  t)f  penalty  be 
infifted  upon,  to  wit,  That  thofe  who  may  be 
ct)ndemned  to  hard  labour  ftiall  be  made  the 
private  property  of  individual,  who  being 
bound  to  maintain  them,  will  have  an  intereft 
in  obliging  them  to  perform  thetaiks  aflign-^ 
ed  them.  But  ftill  this  expedient  would 
bring  along  with  it  new  inconvehiencies. .  It 
is  greatly  for  the  intereft  of  the  community, 
that  perfons  of  notorioufly  abandoned  cha- 
raders  fhoujd  be  kept  by  themfclves ;  but^ 
according  to  this  fcheme,  they  would  again 
be  difperfed  and  mingled  with  the  great  body 
of  the  people,  whom  they  would  have  an  op-* 
portunity  to  corrupt.  Their  punifhmeqt 
might  be  abundantly  and  even  exceflively  fe^ 

A  a  4  vere  ; 
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yere ;  but  bdng  endured  in  private,  it  coul4 
not  be  exemplary;  and  there  is  reafon  tq 
fear,  that  it  would  very  frequently  be  capri* 
f  ioufly  and  iniquitoufly  inflided. '  It  muft  be 
added,  that,  from  the  inftant  when  fuch  a  re-r* 
gulation  took  efFeft,  domeftic  flavery  would 
be  introduced,  and  fupported  by  the  authority 
Qf  law,     . 

If  domeftic  flavery,  in  any  confiderable  ex- 
tent, were  tolerated,  and  a  legal  method  of 
acquiring  flaycs  inftituted,  the  horrors  of  that 
deplorable  ftate  would  appear  to  the  imagina*- 
tion  in  colours;  much  lefs  liyely  than  they  do 
at  prefent,  and  would  foon  ceafe  to  be  (hock- 
ing. Cuftom  and  familiarity  would  reconcile 
thfs  minds  of  men  to  the  view  of  mifery,  and 
in  procefs  of  time  it.  would  probably  not  be 
thought  cruel  tp  deprive  men  of  their  liberty 
for  very  fmall  offences.  The  confequences 
might  at  laft  become  worfe  than  at  firft* 
might  be  fufpeded,  or  indeed  can  be  eafily 
conceived.  In  fuch  circumftances,  woujd  an* 
aipbitious  ftatefman  hefitate  to  court  the  far 
vour  of  the  rich,  by  freeing  them  from  the 
burthen  of  poor^s^rates,. which  might  be  caiily 
done,  if  the  minds  of  men  were  reconciled  to  . 
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domeftic  flav(sry»  by  adopting  the  plan  fof 
maintaining  the  poor,  which  was  propofed 
^nd  recommended,  about  the  beginning  of 
this  ceptury,  by  Mr,  Fljetqher  of  Saltoun? 
Would  he  think  it  hard,  to  make  thofe  who 
f ould  not  fupport  themfelves  and  their  fami« 
Jies,  together  with  their  wives  and  children, 
the  legal  property  of  their  rich  and  powerful 
neighbour,  who  might  be  willing  to  fupply 

.  with  food  the  feeble  and  the  infant,  from  the 
profpeft  of  acquiring  a  fufficient  recompence 
by  their  future  labour  ?  As  one  ftep  naturally 
and  infenfibly  leads  to  another,  we  might 
yeafonably  expeft,  that  a  fcheme  of  this  na- 
ture would  be  embraced,  as  foon  as  the  minds 
of  men  could  be  brought  to  bear  it.  The 
ancient  Romans  allowed  the  perfon  of  a  man 
who  could  not  pay  his  debts  to  be  fold.  If 
we  were  accuftomed,  as  they  were,  to  the  de?- 
privation  of  liberty,  domeftic  flavery  would 

'  foon  become  univerfaL 

A  ftate  in  which  domeftic  flavery  prevails 
may^e  great  and  vigorous,  and  may  enjoy, 
very  exteniive  political  liberty ;  but  its  free- 
dpm  muft  be  the  freedorii  of  an  ariftocracy, 
jjnder  wjiich  inaufpicious  form  of  govern-. 

ment. 


36a         ANECDOTES   OF  THE 

ment,  whatever  blcffings  tnay  be  enjoyed  by 
at  fewy  the  great  body  of  the  people  muft  be 
in  ar  condition  of  bondage  and  ignorance^ 
Very  little  fupei'ior  -to  the  cond'itt6n  of  bcaft» 
of  bort'hcft. 

I  have  given  you  iiiy  fentiments  with  re- 
fpe&  to  thefe  two  catpedients  for  prevent- 
kig  and  puni(hing  crimes.  Both  of  them 
rooft,  in  my  opinion,  be  inadequate,  as  long 
as  they  are  managed  confiflently  with  the 
prit^ciples  of  free  government.  I  think  it 
would  be  highly  dangerous  tor  this  country  to 
carry  them  into  execution  in  any  degree  what- 
ever ;  becaufe  it  is  not  improbable,  that,  at 
fome  future  period,  a  minified  inclined,  as 
minifters  often  are,  to  increafe  the  power  of 
tb^  crown^  might  avail  himfelf  of  them  to 
promote  purpoies  that  were  not  intended  by 
thofe  who  at  firft  propofed  them,  A  free 
country  can  never  be  enflaved  till  the  cufioma 
and  the  feelings  of  men  be  altered  ;  but  this  is 
z  fort  of  change  that  may,  by  flow  and  infen- 
ilble  degrees,  be  at  laft  effe£ted.  In  a  /^ate 
^here  the  conduct  of  none  of  the  citizens  has 
evti*  been  Watched  over  by  fpies,  the  minifter 
wfift^^tofploys^  fuc^i  etoiflaries,  for  his  own 
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ends,  will  be  univerfally  detefied.  But  if  aa 
eftablifhment  of  this  jealous  nature  be  already 
founded  in  one  department,  and  the  minds  of 
men  reconciled  to  it,  fomething  of  the  fame 
kind  may,  with  lefs  difficulty,  be  introduced 
into  another.  Free  men  abhor  flavery  j  but  if 
they  can  be  induced  by  motives  of  conve- 
niency  to  tolerate  it  in  one  inftance,  they  may 
gradually  be  brought  to  bear  it  with  patience 
in  more.  If  they  can  behold  a  felon  reduced 
to  flavery,  without  any  emotions  of  indigna- 
tion, they  may  be  brought,  by  degrees,  to 
behold  thofe  whom  they  defpife,  or  in  whofe 
welfare  they  have  no  jntereft,  reduced  to  (he 
lame  condition^  without  feeling  much  for 
their  mifery.  It  is  the  duty  of  a  free  people 
to  watch  over  their  liberties  with  a  jealous 
eyCf  and  to  look  even  upon  fmall  circum- 
ilances,  by  which  they  are  infringed  or  cn^ 
^SPgpred,  as  matters  of  great  iiTiportance. 


I 
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LETTER     XLV. 

Concerning  the  Progrefs  of  the  Feudal  Syjlen% 

in  RuJJta^ 


PEAR   SIR, 

FROM  all  the  enquiries  I  have  be^B  able  to 
make,  I  do  not  find  that  the  Feudal  Syf-r 
t^m  was  ever  fo  fully  eftablifhed  in  liuilia  as 
in  the  other  countries  of  Europe. 

The  Sovereigns  of  this  country,  for  qear  4 
thoufand  years,  feem  to  have  reigned  with, 
unlimited  power.  Nor  have  I  ever  found, 
notwithftanding  the  fond  aflertions  of  fome 
patriotic  Ruffians,  that  in  all  that  period  they 

ever  beheld  a  fingle  glimpfe  of  freedom. ? 

You  will  readily  obferve,  from  the  fituation 
of  this  country,  that  it  was,  in  early  times, 
much  expofed  to  the  invaGons  and  ravages  of 
the  neighbouring  nations.  It  had  been  the 
thorough- fare,  in  fome  meafure,  by  which 
the  Eaftern  tribes  had  entered  into,  and  taken 

poifeilioi) 
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poffeffion  of  Europe.  « After  that  period,  the 
nations  that  remained  in  it  were  governed 
by  various  independent  leader?,  or  -Knezea. 
Thefe  neceflarily  quarrelled,  and  waged  war 
againft  one  another.  At  length  they  were 
all  fubdued  by  the  anceftors  of  the  Ruflian 
Emperors,  ,whofe  territory  being  in  early 
times  limited,  they  refided  firft;  at  Wqlodo- 
mir,  but  afterwards  transferred  the  feat  of 
their  dominion  to  Mofcow. 

Not  only  were  the  Rufiians  expofed  to  the 
inroads  of  furrounding  batbarians,  but  the 
whole  country  maybe  cxinfidered  as  one  ex« 
tenfive  plain.,  If  is  not  defended  by  fuch 
/aftnefles  of  rpct?,  and  chains  of  mountainS| 
as  have  fome times  ferved  as  a  barriei:  to  other 
nations.  In  order  the^efeo^e  to  be  ever  ready 
to  repel .  violence,  and  protect,  his  fubje£l$ 
from  the,  predatory  aflauks  of  their  rapacious 
neighbour?,  the  Sovereign,  or  Velike  Knez, 
was  provided  with  a  body  of  armed  ^troops. 
)He  gave  them  regular  pay ;  he  kept  them  in 
readinefs  to  obey  his  cominands ;  and  never 
difmifled  ;h?ni  from  his  fervice.  In  this 
manner  he  affjorded  fuch  ample  proteQion  to 
his  fubje£ts  of  every  denomination  from  the 

incurfions 
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incurfioM  of  foreign  enemies,  that  they  be- 
came cajrdefs  of  tfeeir  own  defence.  Every 
tiling  was  entrufted  to  the  Vdike  Knez^ 
known,  after  the  redudion  of  Cafan,  by  the 
came  of  Czar,  and  of  late  by  the  more  fa- 
fhionable  name  of  Emperor.  His  valour  and 
aftivity,  aided  by  his  army,  though  fome- 
times  fevcrely  tried  by  his  furrounding  ad- 
verfaries,  preferred  them,  upon  the  whole, 
not  only  from  depredation,  but  infult. 

Another    confequcnce   flowing   from    the 

r 

fame  caufe  was,  that  perfons  of  great  pro- 
perty  did  not  fipc  their  cpnftant  refidence  on 
their  eftates  in  the  country,  tiot  lived  fepa- 
rately  from  one  another,  furrounded  by  their 
dependants,  and  in  a  flate  of  rural  magni^-* 
cence.  They  left  the  care  of  their  eftates  to 
fuperitltehdantSi  and  reforted  to  the  great 
townSr  and  particulariy  to  Mofcow.  Here 
they  not  only  enjoyed  fome  fecurity  from  the 
ravages  of  the  Tartarian  and  northern  tribes^ 
but  dared  in  the  intercourfe  of  focial  life. 
This  intercourfe,  however,  though  it  might 
be  favourable  to  projeds  and  confpiracics 
againft  the  power  of  the  Sovereign,  never 
produced  any  combination  fo  fuccef&ful  as  to 

ovetthrowy 
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overtKrow,  or  even  (hake  his  iiijithofity«r 
Were  they  ever  (o  muc]h  incliofid  tp  rpvpljt 
againft,  or  abridge  his  power,  they  were  dicf- 
titute  of  the  means.  They  w^re  removed  tp 
a  diftaace  from  their  dependants;  their  de- 
pendants themfelves  had  no  other  contie&ioa 
with  them  than  to  render  them  obedience^  or 
the  fruit  of  their  labour  * ;  and  were  not  pre- 
ferit  to  partake  of  the  glory,  or  adopt  the  re- 
fentment  of  their  fuperiors.  Add  to  this, 
thax  the  armed  force  in  the  himds  of  the  Czar 
w^ould  immediately  crufh  Che  beginning  of  a 
rebellion. 

The  fame  feems  to  hav:e  been  the  fituatioii 
in  the  eaftern  monarchies^  and  particularly  in 
Perfia  and  Aflyria.  The  great  men  lived  to- 
gether in  fenced  and  walled  cities :  they  were 
at  a  di fiance  from  their  vaiTaJs^  and  under  the 
immediate  view  of  the  Soyereigi^  Heocp 
thofe  cities  of  enormous  magnitude,  that  di& 
tinguifhed  in  e^rly  times  the  more  improve4 
parts  of  Afia.  Hence  too  the  name  of  the 
capital  fometimes  became  the  name  pf  the 
country  or  of  the  people.     The  Sovereigns  of 

^  Suuut*8  View  of  Society  ia  Eiurope,  p»  t;  cb.  t. 

Chaldea 


^68         AN ECDOtES   OF  trig 

Chaldea  were  often  ftyled  Kings  of  BabylorlV 
in  like  manner  the  city  of  Mofcow  had  at- 
moft  imrpofed  th^  name  of  Mufcovy  on  Ruf-^^ 
fia,  and  of  MufcoVites  on  the  Ruffians.  It 
required  a  confidcrable  effort  in  the  rulers  of 
Ruflia  to  tecdvdr  and  pireferve  their  Original 
name. 

In  confequence  of  the  armed  force  and  fuc- 
ccfs  of  the  Velikc  Knez  in  defending  his  fub- 
je(9:s,  he  entertained  ambitiotis  views,  and 
meditated  conqueft.  Accordingly  he  fub- 
dued  the  kingdoms  of  Cafan  and  Aftracan^^ 
itnd  extended  his  dominions  towa:rds  the  Bal* 
tiCi  Thefe  ctfnquefls  contributed'  in  a  variety 
of  different  views  toconfirm  his  abfolute  power 
at  home.  He  rofe,  accordingly,  to  the  ftate 
of  an  Oriental  Defpot.  So  totally  were  all 
notions  of  real  rights  and  privileged  extin- 
guifhed  in  the  breads  of  the  Mobility,  that 
when  the  line  of  Rm'ic,  Which  had  reigned 
700  years,  was  extiiift,  and  when  a  new 
Sovereign,  or  Dynafty  of  Sovereigns^  was  td 
be  appointed,  the  Ruffians  never  thought  of 
binding  their  race  of  rulers  by  any  fuch  co-* 
Tenant  or  regulations  as  would  even  tend  to 
emancipation.     Even  of  late,  when  the  Em-^ 

prefs- 
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ptiii  Anna   Ivanowna  was  exalted  to  '  the 
throne,  and  Was  in  fuch  critical  circumftances 
it  wbuld  hive  induced  her  to  gratit-  ati jr  pri-^ 
Vilegcfe  to  her  rubjeds,  thofe  which  were  di- 
inanded  had  little  rfefpeft  to  the  general  free- 
dom of  the  people,  of  even  of  the  nobility  j 
andi  theftfore,  that  fhfe  was  not^compelled  to 
^rant  theih,  ne6d  not  be  regretted.   Such  ab- 
folute  and  uridifputed  authority  has  the  So- 
vereign of  this  empire  continually  maintain-* 
ed;    and   fo   little   oppofition  has  he    ever 
encbuntered  from  his  great  lords  or  chief* 
ttains,  that.  I   have  not  learned  of  his  ever 
having  found  it  expedient^  in  order,  to  en-* 
cumber  their  ambition,  to  interpofe  in  behalf 
.  of  their  vaiTals,  or  countenance  among  them 
any   pretentions   to  independence.      In  the 
fame  view  it  is  amufing  to  remark  the  nature 
of  the  fufpicions  entertained  by  the  Ruffians 
againft  Demetrius,  a  pretender  to  the  Ruffian 
throne,  and  the  charges  that  were  brought 
,  againft  him«   ^^  His  laying  afide  the  haughty 
.  •*  ftate  of  the  former  Czars,  by  appearing  ia 
'^, public  more  than  they  had  ufed   to  do; 
*^  and  his  fufFering  people  to  fpeak  to  him 
*'  v^ithout  being  commanded^  a  treatment  the 
•**  Ruffians  had  not  been  ufed  to,  were  deem- 
;  Bb  ••  ed 


3J0  AN^EGD-OTE-S   OF   THE 

*  ed  dcjEogatory  from  his  dignity;^  and:Con^ 

/*  ftrued  into   proofs,  of  his  not  being  the 

."  peribn^be  pr^ended.^T^Thf  manner. too^ 

.  in  nvbich  fome  of  the  Kufikn  Empexor^  ehofe 

.ih^ir  wives,  refcjnbJes  thatojf  th^  Artax£rjce^^s 

and  Ah^fiierus^s,  and  other  Sqvereignf  of  an- 

tienc  Afia.'  J'  Tbeii«.?ft,roftid«ns  *»  the  ^hi- 

•  •  pire  werfe  fern  for  to  cou rt ;  vhe -monarch  a^ 

-**'.faw.tbaaft  cither  .undfer  jx  b$>f row^d  naaic* 

%ru:ithoutdifgifMfe;«thcwcddinig^ywa«fix^d; 

*^  and^the  bridpgrooro ticcliared  his  choice, "bjr 

•*  prefentrng  a  wedding  Igamwent to  the  bridir- 

v«  It 'WHS  thus  the  Czar  Michael  Romanzoir 

-^  na^rte<ltE)ud^xk^th€daMflghterofStreflbftta, 
*•  b^ai^'^s  tilRng  hi  aground  with  his  ovm 
**  fervame;  when  amefleng^r  brovght  him 
**  prefents  from  the  Emperor,  and ^  informed 
^  hian  that  bis  daag titer  .was  otn^thre  throne*^ 


/  .  %^  <  J  • 


Although,  therefore,  :ym  may  liave  re- 
ln2^ed  fcmwE  crrium'ftanxrts  in  the  accounts  I 
havfc  givm  ybu  thaftrcifenibfle  feudal  manners^  I 

yet  i  cawifdxt  think  they  .banre.thdir  .origin  in 
the  foudarinftitutimis.  .  Nb  doubt,  in  fo.  far 
a8'feadal4)rincifpJi8;.are  common  to  alB.itaQett» 
its  a  cfiitain  flat/?  of  fecietyvand  may  ,bfc' tweed 
•aiiEiobg'tji^  Cfejelos  and  fiLoinans>;noi4efs  thaa 

^  ,.  among^ 
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tottiqog  the  anceftors  of  the  modern  European 
natio[iSi[  the  Ruffians  alfo  majr  havi:  exhibited 
forae  correfponding  appearances.  But  the 
chief  particulars  in  their  manners,  that  dif- 
play  any  fuch  pretenfion,  arife  from  the  fu- 
preaie  Authority  of  the  Emperor  over  the  nor 
hiliry,  and  of  the  nobility  qver  their  flaves. 


«        V'    « 


Thepeafatitry  were  obliged  to  obey  theife 
fupprlors,  either  in,  labouring  the  gWund^or  in 
going  out  to  war;  but  it  does  not  appear, 
that  the  terras  on  which  they  were  allowed 

to  derive  fubfiftence  to  themfelves  from  til- 
lage  were,  that  they  ftioald,^  on  demand^  per- 
form military  fervice.  If  they  tranfgrefled 
againft  the  vyill  of  their  owneri  they  might 
no  doubt  be  driven  out  of  his  eftates.  But 
the  mafter  wa6  unwilling  to  inflid  this  kind 
of  punifhment;  it  was  like  depriving  him*- 
felf  of  a  dog  or  a  horfe*  The  moft  com- 
mon punifliment  would  be  the  feizure  of 
their  effeds,  or  corporal  fufFenng.  In  this 
we  fee  nothing  like  the  incident  of  efch^at"^^ 
In  like  manner  the  incident  of  marriage  is 
not  to  be  looked  for  in   the  pow^t  of  the 

>  MUitr*s  elegant  and  ingenious  Account  of  the  Orlgift  of 
the  Didioj^ioD  of  Uaok»* 

..,.-.:.  JBba  mafter 
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mafter  to  make  his  flave  ^fpoufe  lA^bom,  of 
at  what  time,  he  appointed.  He  did  fome'* 
thing  (imilar  for  the  propagation  of  his  herds 
and  flocks.  Confidered  as  having  no  pro« 
perty  but  what  depended  on  the  good-will  of 
their  owners,  we  heed  riot  featrch  among  them 
for  wardjhips^  non^entrieSj  or  aiJs^  Nor  does 
any  relation  of  a  feudal  nature  feem  to  have 
fubfifted  between  the  Sovereign  and  his  no- 
bility. He  was  as  atbfolute  over  them,  as  they 
were  over  the  labourers  of  the  ground.  If 
he  wanted  t<S  recruit  or  augment  his  army,  he 
told  the  rulers  of  certa'rn  diftri£ts  the  number 
of  men  he  wanted,  and  they  were  bound  to 
fupply  thefti.  In  cafes  of  great  emergency, 
no  doubt,  they  mufteted  all  their  vaffals,  and 
this  force  has  been  ternied  a  militia :  it  is  ma-^ 
nifeft,  however,  that  it  could  only  be  employ- 
ed for  defence,  and  that  other  forces  *^ere  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  wars  waged  at  a  diftance,  and 
the  extenfivp  conquefts  atchieved  by  the 
Czars.  As  we  have  nothing,  therefore,  in 
the  early  accounts  of.  this  country,  corre- 
fponding  to  the  military  fervice  in  the  weft 
of  Europe,  the  Ruffian  hiftory,  if  I  miftakc 
not,  furnifties  few  inftances  of  the  judicial 
combat^   nor  of  the   manners  and  cnftoms 

flowing: 
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flowing   from  fuch   praftice   or    inftitution. 
Neither  have  I  found  any  thing  in  fhc  early 
(late  of  thi$  country  that  has  the  appearaqce 
of  an  aflfeipbly  of  chieftains,  met  together  for 
the  purpofes  of  enading  laws,  adminiftering 
juftice,  or  of  cjeciding  concerning  the  expe^- 
di^ncy  of  pe^c^  and  war.      The  Senate,  as  it 
i«  termed,  feems  to  me  to  have  been  originally 
no  other  than  a  certain  number  of  leading 
men,  nominated  by  the  Sovereign-,  to  afEft 
him  in  his  deliberations.     But  what  clearly 
{hews  that  feudal  cuftoms  were  never  very 
much  known  in  Ruffia,  is    the  manner  ia 
which  a  man's  family  fucceeded  to  his  eftate; 
The  right  of  primogeniture ^  till  of  late,  was 
never   much  recognized  or  regarded.     The 
wife  generally  fucceeded  to  one- fourth  part 
of  a  moveable  fubje^i  and  one-feventh,  or 
one-eighth,  of  immoveables.  Thehufband,  in 
like  manner,  fucceeded  to  the  lortune  of  his 
wife;  and  if  flie  had  no  children,  the  remain*^ 
der  of  her  eflfefts  was  divided  among  her  re- 
lations.    In  thefe  particuliirSf  howev/sr,  I  fuf* 
pe£t  there  is  fome  inaccuracy.     I  fufped  the 
iaterefts  of  the  wife,  in  fuch  a  divifion,  would 
be  little  attended  to.     JBut^  as  Herodotus  fays, 
with  regard  to  circumftanctes  in  his  narrative, 

]^  b  3  wh^ich 
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which  feemed  to  himfclf  rather  ftrah^e,  I  tell 
you  what  I  was  tolcL  Each  of  the  daugh-^ 
ters  ifa  a  family  fucceeded  to  a  portion  equal 
to  half  whal  the  widow  received;  and  all  the 
reft  was  divided  equally  ambng-  the  Tons.  If 
this  waft  the  cafe  in  early  times,  you  will  oh- 
ferve  that  it  tcndfd  dire<aiy  to  deftroy  an  he- 
reditary nobility ;  and  fo  contributed  in  the 
xnoft  obvious  mani:)£r  to  increafe  the  power 
of  the'  Sovereign. 

Thereisfo  great  a  difference,  according  to 
the  views. now  fuggefted,  between  the  man* 
nerSf  cuftoms,  and  political  conftiiutiods  of 
the  Rufliads,  and  other  nations  of  Chriftea* 
4om,  that  I  mention  them  with  the  utmoft 
di€idence.  I  believe  I  am  founded  in  the 
account  I  have  given  you  j  I  h»ve  no  theory 
tp  ferve  by.  the  things  ,now  itientioned  i  yet 
yoti  may  fet  them  dowti  if  you  ple^fe^  wdiir. 
the  head  .of  coAJefture.  Twp  parti^i^l^ra, 
howevjjr,  I.inuft  fubjoinj  the  pne  in  .favoiit 
of  whatl/bnive  fuggefted,  and  |he  roiher  ra^ 
tbcr  inimical 

I*  I  am  apt  to  thinly,  that  the  full  completion. 

gf  the  feudal  Syj^emi  5i»  k  arofe  ip  the  weft 

Qf 


df  Eutjope,  K  a*  Angularity  In  the  feiiftory  of 
mankind  ;  ami  particularly  in  the  Mflory  of 
ihofsi  nations  that  ha^e  any  pretenfions  to  itn^ 
provement.  Tfc«  'great  cmfJiies  ^f  Adfyfitts 
Chalda,  and  f^erfift,  if  we  make  diie  aHow- 
ances»far  4iffcriBnte  of  climate^  preftiit  nearljr 
the  fame  appeK^nde  witft  the  fovereigtity  of 
the  Czar,  or  VeKke  KncsfiJ  .  iTheir  Envpfefrori 
tommaouled  jneat  araiie%>  which  enabled 
^hsm  potbdtT  no  make  ext>eufl^ie  Wn(J*eftS', 
J^at  to  extenti  their  lauthcrity  atli0md;'^nd 
their  «<)biJity  refi^d. either  in  the  -gtittwapQlis, 
in  Ninrfyeh,  -Babyioii,  01;.  Safari  or  in  thfc 
ffpnaed/:§itief  ,<)f  the  provinces/  -The  govdrh- 
.ir>ent  ofthp  provinces  was  akogethen  ihilitary* 
-laia  iflclinid  therefore  to  view  the  Riifl^aa 
ftite  as^a  great  oriental  empire:  and  If  I  may 
truft  ced^aki  fymptoms  in  the  chferaSer  of  the 
tiaitiqn  and  ks  rulers^  ndtwithftahding  tfee  ef^ 
forts  ihade  by  Peter  the  Great  and  the  prefent 
Emprefs,  to  ^iyc  it  ibme  refemblancc  to  other 
Eurcfpean  ftates,  for  they  are  the  only  Poten- 

19  9  » 

•tales  %^ho  have  really  made  the  attempt,  ir 
«'WiH' again  return,  I  v^ill  not  fay  relapfe,  into 
^s  Ibrmcr  oriental  condition.  ^ 

.  1  * 

Bife^  A.  TRe 
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^    a.  The  other  iciircumflance  to  be  mtntioaed 
iS)  that  feudal  cuAoqis  are  afTiirted  by  grave 
authority  to  prevail  not  only  in  the  neighbour- 
](iood  of  Ruffia,  but  even  in  fome  diftrid):s  that 
are  now  provinces  of  the  RqiCan  empire^     An 
ingenioii$  French  Writer,  the  author  of  an 
Eflay  on  Pqblic  Happinefs,  exprefles  himfelf 
{n  the  following  manner  :.-rr-T-*^  We  have 
**  ftill  in  the  Ukraine  a  ftriking  example  of 
M  the  feudal  government  in  all  its  purity, 
V  ai\d  fuch  as  it  muft  have  been  in  the  be-* 
**  gijwiing.     The  Czars  gave  this  province 
^^  to  the  Goflacks,  on  condition   that  they 
f*  (hoqld  :  improve    it,   and    be    ready    to 
**  render  them  what  fervices  they  (hould  re* 
^^  quire*'    :  Military  ^  forms  and  regulations 
^f  were  io  placp  qf  every  other  rule  or  infti- 
!*  tytion. .  The  province  is  divided  into  fcve?* 
^'  ral  regiments,  which  form  fo  many  diC^ 
^}  ttlCtSp      One  company  makes  a  yillagef 
**  fubjed  to  a  Captain,  who  is  under  the  Co- 
^*  lonel,  whp  refides  in  the  city.     X^?  Het- 

•*  man  refidps  in  a  fort  of  capital,  which  is 
"  f*  np  other  than  a  camp,  where  he  aljv^ys 
*^  keeps  in  his  pay  a  certain  numbf^r  9f  iii« 
*'  fantry  and  of  cavalry*  The  reft  labour 
!'  4i:id  cultiyate  the  goouQd,  on  no  other  con*? 

+        "  ditiow 
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^*  ^dition  than  that,  whenever  there  i$  any 
'*  need  for  them,  they  fhall  appear  iq  arms/* 

According  to  this  account,  no  doubti  there 
is  in  the  Ukraine  all  appearance  of  feudal 
inftitutions..    But,  as  was  hinted  above,  the 
principle8^  >  fo  to  fay,  of  feudality    may   be 
found  in  all  nations ;  among-  the  Romans,  ia 
the rclattiton  of  Patrons  and.  Clients;  aniong 
the  Qrcek§,  at  the  fiege  of  Troy  ;  in  Mexico, 
*wEen  tbat  cboptf)r  was  fubdued  by  Cortes; 
in  Otaheite/and  the  South  Sea  Iflands.     Nor 
has'  the  above  quoted  Author  afferted  that  the 
'particular  incidents  of  the  feudal  fyftemi  and 
-which  give  it  its  pecuKaf  charader,  are  to  be 
met   with  among  the  Coffacks.     I  confefs, 
though  the  outlines  of  the  fyftem  maiy  be 
traced  among  them,  I  doubt  much  whetber 
they  ever  had  it  in  its  full  coippletion. 

•  At  prefent  the  Ukraine  may  be  qonfidcred 
as  in  all  refpeds  i  Ruffian  province.  It  has 
no  pretenfions  to  independence.  The  title 
of  Hetftian  i^  in  fome  meafure  abolifhed. 
.  Count  Roiamouiky,  the  prefent  Hetman,  is 
more  commonly  known  by  the  title  of 
^dfirifcbal  than  of  Hetman.    He  was  raif^d 

to 
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to  his. office  by  the  Soveccign  ,of  ^RuflSa,  and 
inay  be  removed,  at -the  Emprefs's  pieafure. 
He  refides  in  a  fplendid  palace  at  St.  Petcrf- 
burg,  and  exhibks  aU.  the  indolent .  maghifi- 
cence  and  gorgecuu^  luxury  't)f  *  a  Magahazus» 
or  Arubazu»,  ofjanyother  Perfian  Satrap  in 
the  reigns  of  Darius,  or  Artaxerte$«  I  have 
been  informed  that  the  peafantsiSn  ithe  Uk- 
jainevwho  were  f^^f^  ^  i^  J[iufliat  attached  to 
the  land^  they  lafjoujed,  ch^'fole  properly,  of 
their  mafterit  a^.^^ci  be  bought:..  aQct  fold  at 
their  pleafure,  bu^ipight  hire  thjeir  'fervices 
on.  ;iny  eftate,  or  la^ji^hom  they  cfhofe,  have 
lately  undergone^  a  .dfplors^ble  change,  nod 
Ixave  been  redwce^>  I?y  an  edi(3;  of  tl^  pre- 
Tent  Emprefs,  .t0.  the  condition  of  ber  other 
Ruman  fubkcSs^  'r     -   v     •  -    • 

^"  Yciu  will  perhajps  infer  from  the/orcgoing 
accounV,  that'  RuHia  was,  in  early  times,  in 
^  more  improved  .fta^te  than  the  Tartar  and 
'other  nations  in  its  vicinity.  You  vvjUb^apt 
too,'  to,  a£k  the  reiafon.  *  I  am  afraid, Jh^Qwever^ I 
f:an  give  you  no  farther  f^sitisfa^ion  on  this 
i'ut)jed9  than  to  fay,  that  the  d^lfenence  muft 
have  arifen  from  difiereace of  foU iindcltmate^ 
The  lout^er^  aod  e»ftcrp .  par^  :pf .  Ruffia, 
' '  efpecially 
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efpeciaTIy  about  the  banks  and  mouths  of 
the  many  great  rivers  by  which  this 
empire  is  fo  abundantly  watered,  are  ex- 
ceedingly fjfrtile/.  and  capaj)le  qf  the  higheft 
improvement.  This,  therefore,  along  with 
fame  other  ciifciimftaacJefi  j  determined  the  in- 
hahitantfc  vbf  this  country  to  fow  tidrn 
and  build.toWba^.whik  their  -Soythiaiti,  Lap- 
ponian,  and  Tartarean  neighbours  led  a 
wandering  and  fugitive  life.  In  like  man- 
ner, thofe  who  lived  in  former*  ages  by  the 
banks  of  thb^igris  and  Eti^hrates;  eillbVat^cf 
the  gi'omid,  knd  wert  expofed  to*  the  depre- 
dations of  thofe  fa vages  Vho  iffbed » from  the 
wilds  of'  Arabia,-  the  laftneffes  6(  Mimnt 
Taurus,  or  the  deferts  of  Caucafus.    • 
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LETTER    XLVL 

Concerning  the  Caufes  that  Duelling  and  Singh 

Ombat  have  nof  been  fo  ujual  in  Rujffia 

m  in  ^ber  Countries  in  Eurofe^: 


THmiuflian9  afe  not  addi^cd  jU>  dpelHng^ 
Perfons  of  fafliigni  in  fo  (^t  as  I  c^a 
k4(n>  do  not.appeal  tQ  the  fword,  citheir  ta 
rcvepge  an  affrop.?,  or  tp  vindicate,  their  ho- 
nour In  this  fefpc^  §I(b,  th^  m^nQers  of  the 
RuIIians  differ  from  thofe  of  other  nations  in 
Cbriftendom.  The  circum (lance  is  indeed  fa 
imgular,  that  you  will  be  inclined  to  aik  hoT^ 
it  happens. 

It  occurs  immediately,  in  confidcring  this 
fubjed>  that  we  hear  pf  no  duels  among  the 
Romans,  Greeks,  Jews,  Perfians,  or  any 
people  of  antiquity;  nor  even  among  the  mo-, 
jderns,  if  we  except  the  Europeans  and  their 
defcendants.     T];)at  contefts  between  two  per« 

fon«f 
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fons,  even  bloody  contefts,  and  terminatbg 
in  death,  have  not  exifted  in  all  times  and 
places  fince  the' days  of  Cain  and  Abel,  is  not 
afferted.  I  only  aflert,  that  we  have  no  evi- 
dence that  the  judicial  combat  ever  exifted^  or 
gave  rife  to  the  modern  duel,  but  among  Eu« 
jropean  nations.  By  no  other  people,  in  fo  far 
as  I  have  heard,'  was  ever  perfonal  valour 
made  the  teft  of  truth ;  or  a  matter  of  fadi 
proved  by  the  fword  ;  or  the  ^ill  of  heaveii 
fuppofed  to  be  revealed  by  the  death  or  vic- 
tory of  a  combatant  in  (ingle  combat.  But 
among  our  caftern  and  northerh  progenitors, 
even  in  very  early  time6<  conflids,  having  fuch 
lingular  importance  annexed  to  them,  were 
not  unufual.  Frothon,  a  very  ancient  Scan- 
dinavian Prince,  declared  by  edift,  "  that  it 
**  was  better  to  terminate  differences  by  ariris 
**  than  by  argument ;  and  by  blows  than  by 
•*  words."  This  dodrine  was  very  readily 
and  very  generally  embraced.  Rotharis^ 
King  of  the  Lombards,  who  was  the  firft  in 
his  nattoti  that  formed  a  regular  fyftem,  or 
code  of  laws,  and  who  borrowed  nothing,  as 
we  arc  told,  from  ftrangers,  but  only  colle^ed 
ainl  renewed  the  unwritten  laws  of  his  fa«* 
thersy  enacted,   ^'  that  if  a  man/  pofleffin^ 
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"  lands,  or  any  kind  .of  propeifty,  were  ab^ 
"  cufed  of  holding  them  unjuftlyi  he  might 
**  aflert  his  right  by  finglc  combat-"  :  Such 
'edids  might  be  expeded  from  the  defcend- 
ants  of  thofe  who,  according  to  thp  accounts 
both  of  Casfar  and  Paterculus,  determined  the 
moft/faqred  rights,  and  fucceflion  to  the  moft 
important  offifces,  by  the.  fword*  About 
thirty  years  after  Rptharis,  Grimoald,  hi^ 
fuccelEDr,  boafted .  qf  haying  reformed,  his 
ryftem*.  .  A  King  of  the  Bjurgundianfi  alfp,  af 
a  yery  early  period,  enacted,  that  the  fmglg 
combat  might  be  ufed  as  la^wful.  evidence. 
The  Goths,  and  other  nations*  who  fettled  m 
krids  that,  hs^d  been  much  occupied  by  the 
Romans,  became^^^in  thjs  refped,  milder  than 
"their .  brethren  of  c  the  north.  Hence  King 
Theodoric,  according  to  Cafliodoruj^,  pror 
pofed  them  as  a  pattern  tq  be. followed  by  hi^ 
fubjeds  in  Hungary,  and  \n  tlje  regi9nsal9i^ 
the  Panube.  "  Why,"  lays  he,,  *^.bave  re^ 
*'  coutfe  to  fingle  combat,  fince  thft  jij^ges  ip 
*'  my. dominions  are  ipcapable  q^ beiBg  ^eoal. 
\\  Meddle  ^not  with  arm^s  h^  ^i^gjn^  you/ 
** Jbesj  and. in  this  refped}  ^jjlow  thfi 
**\C3othSv'*-~"^;U4:uveriis  barbarf?^  3^c^  pef 
*'  P;iaponiam  .goallitutis^  Bjes  paryanoa  vo? 
**;■  «  ducal 

■     •  :•  # 
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^* .  ducat  ad  /eKtretift a  dif6pi  rriiha.  Adijufeftlte 
*'  j-ofticra  qua  miindus  fcastAtiir,  Cur  a^  Wb^ 
•<  ncaMckiarortturmis  qtti  venalem  judiceth 
** ;  nan  ^  habetis.  Depdficc  -  i?errum  ^i  nott 
*Vhabctisjmimkvmvi  fl»j.  Qtt^  opus'  eft 
**  homini  lingua  fi  caufam- mamis  agat  -ar- 

*'  mata  ?  Aut  unde  pax  efle  creditur,  fi  fub 

•  •    • 

*\civjlitate     pugnetur  ?      Imkamini     ccrt^ 
**  Gothos  noftros  qui  foris  pradia,  intus  no- 
**  runt  excrccre  modeftiauau*' 
.  <  _  .  ' 

In  explaining  the  reafonsof  a  difference 
fo  rennarkable  between  the  manners  of  the 
Hoo^ans*  to  whom  1  ihall  chiefly  appeal  on 
the  prefent  occafian,  and  the  anceftors  of 
fome  modern  European  flates,  you  will  pro^ 
bably  be  able  alfo  to  difcern  the  reafon  of 
the  fi^milar  difference  between  them  and  the 
RuflBans.  Whence  then  has  it  arifen? — In 
attending  to  the  fubje(ft,  you  wifl  perhaps 
agree  with  rae^  that  three  circumflaiices  re^ 
fpe^ng  the  dre/s^  gavtmmenty  and  fuperfti^ 
Hon  of  the  nations,  concerning  whom  we  are 
treat! ngy  ha ve»  by  tbdr  joisat  operatiehi  ^^ksh. 
duced  this  curious  tcffei^.  I^ifutHted,  ti€^  oMr 
of  them  apart  from  the^feft  could  have  done 
ic^  bvit  b(^  cambiiung.  tlick  poweca;  snd  ^W]r 
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exertiDg  them  in  the  fame  dire&iodf  ihe^ 
have  given  rife  to  thitf  fidgular  difference.  I 
V9i\\  endeavour,  in  this  Vtew}  to  illuftratfe 
thofe  three  particulars  j  ahd  if  in  this  difcuf- 
fion  I  offend  jrour  patieocei  let  me  crate  the 
indulgence  of  a  friend* 

h  We  have  the  feftimonjr  of  feveral  atf- 
tieiit  authors,  hiftorians  as  well  as  poets  and 
orators,   that  neither  the   Romans  nor   the 
Greeks,  nor  indeed  any  nation  of  antiquity, 
unlefs    in  very  rude    times,  ufed  offenfive 
arms  as  a  part  of  their  drefs;    nor  indeed 
upon  any  other  occaflon  than  that  of  adual 
engagement  with  an  enemy.     Our  informa- 
tion concerning  the  Romans^  is  apprehended 
to  Be  ho  lefs  appofite  than  dccifive.     No  Rod- 
man who  was  not  a  foldier  was  allowed  to 
carry  arms.     Even  thofe  who  were,  enrolled 
in  the  legipn,  were  not  entrufted  with  ofFen- 
£[ve  weapons,  hut  in  the  time  or  inftant  ex«- 
peftation  of  battle.     The  arms  of  the  army, 
y/hei^,  they  were  encamped,  were  carefully 
depofued  near  the  Prsetoriupi,. and  were  not 
•to  heufedj  nor  fitit  ilito  the  hands  of  the  fol^- 
4i5fy>  but  by  the  exprefe  order  or  leave  of  the 
Commander  ix\  Chief,    •**  AcceduAt  kifujpet 
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*y  hodes  feroeius  tnuItOy  lit  ftatuiflei  non  pug^  - 
nare  confal68  cbgnitum  eft.    Quippe  im<^ 
pune  infilltaturos.     Nori  ctedi  tniliti  ar^ 
^^  ma*'^     Wheh  Tuhius    Herdonius   was  t;^ 

charged  by  Tarqum,  in  a  geheral  meeting  of 
the  Latins^  with  a  defign  againft  his  life,  the 
proof  wasi  that  he  Was  pofTefled  of  arms.     A 
fearch  was  inftantly  made :  arms  were  found 
In  his  cuftody ;  they  had  been  Conveyed  pri- 
vately to  his  lodging  by  the  partizans  of  Tar-^ 
quin  \  and  he  was  of  confequence  accounted 
guihy.     '^  Non  dubitare  ii  vera  defetantur 
^^  quin  prim&  luce*  ubi  ventum  in  concilio  fiti 
*<  inftruftus  cum  conjuratorom  manu,  arma^ 
**  /»/y«^^.venturus  fit.     Eunt,  inclinatis  qui- 
^*  dem  ad  credendum  animis,  tamen  nil!  gla*- 
•*  diis deprehenfis,csetera  vanaexiftimatura-f-/* 
In  times  of  peace,  or  during  any  ceffation  of 
hoftilities,  the  arms^  even  of  thofe  foldiera 
who  had  been  recently   engaged,  or   were 
about  to  engage  in  warfare,  were  taken  from 
them,  and  depofitcd  in  the  armory  J.     Add 
to  this,  that  no  perfon  was  allowed  to  fabric 
cate  arms,  cither  in  the  city  or  in  the  pro- 

•  Liv.  1.  ii«  ca.  45.  f  LW,  1.  i.  c,  51. 
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vinces,  without  the  perpj^ipn  0r  authority  of 
the  ftate*..,  ,  VirgHiiu8,Mwhp.  fame  diredly 
from  the  army  to  favchis  daughter  from  diiho- 
nour,  does  not  appe^ /io  ^re  beefl  arpaed 
even  with  .  a  fvvord  \^  but.  put  her  to;  death 
wkh  a  butcher's  knife.  .^'jA-b,  lanio  ctlltro 
•*  arrepto,  hoc  te  uno.quo  poffnoii  ait,  mode, 
^  filia  in  Ubertatem  vladico*     i^e£tu8  dieinde 
«'  Puellss  transfigitf  *'--'— The  Setiatora  of 
Great  Britain,  like   their    German   auxreftors, 
when  they  ineet  in  their  legiflaiive  affembly, 
appear  in   anivs;  b^t  the  Roman  Senaiore> 
who  put  Caefar  .to  death „*armfcd  th^mfelves 
fecretly  for  that  particular  purpofc;  nor  bad 
Caefar  any  weapon  to  defend    himfelf  .with, 
but  an .  iron    pen  leized  faddcnly  from  the 
Jiand  of  a. clerk  J-     It  was  certainly  owing  to 
the  regulations^  which  hindered  the  Romans 
in  the  city  from  weai?i«g  a^ms,  that  for  many 
icenturies  before  the    time   of  the   Gracchi, 
notwithftanding  the  tuna4)lts  and  violent  con. 
tefts  between  the  Patricians  and   Plebeians^ 
excepting  in  two  or  three  inftancea,  there  wa>. 
little  bloodfhed,  and  no  life,  ever  loft. 

•  Pctifcus.        t  Liv.  1.  3-  c.  4S.        t  Suctonitta. 

*  But 


But  in  this  refpe£t,  the  pradice  of  the  Gcr- 
hians,  according  to  the  accounts  given  us  by 
Tacitus,  wis  very  different.  Arnioilr  confti^ 
tuted  a,  part  of  their  drefd.  In  all  jpubli? 
n>eetings,  and  in  all.  deliberative  affcmbliesi 
even  in  times  of  the  profoundeft-  peace,  they 
never  rii^t  but  iti  arms.*  The  confequenc^ 
was,  that  in  all  difpmes  and  diflentions  they 
appealed  to  the,fwbrd^  as  to  a  prompt  and  de- 
tifive  umpire.  Impatient  of  conti:adi£tidn, 
paflionat.e  and  Furious,  a3  men  in  an  early 
ftate  of  Ibcietjr }  Jiigh- minded,  cour^gious^ 
and  e^i^peft  in  arms,  as  the  progenitors:  of 
the  French^  ahd  Engli(h,  they  proceeded  td 
ipftant  cpnflia. ,  j**  T^uhx  ajd  negoiia  nefe 
^*  minus  faepe  ad  qonviyia  procedunt  air- 
**  mati  crebi3e  rixas,  raro  cdnA^iciis,  f^pius 
*^  cs5.de  et  vulneribus  trahsfiguntur/'^— Not 
only  was  this  pradifed  by  the  Germans 
in  the  times  of  Tacitus,  Paterculus,  and 
Csefar,  but '  wad  continued  loiig  after.  The 
pofterity  of  the  Germans,  when  they  be-^ 
eamc  a  mighty  people,,  arid  were  divided 
imto  various  flates. .  went  iix  armour,  not 
J:>nly  to  their  parliatnents  and  public  coun* 
«ils>  but. 40  their  vifitjS  ind  private  meet- 
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«ng«*.    Indeedj.no  hice  of  men,  fo  far  ad- 
vanced in  improvement,  continued  this  prac- 
tice fo  long  as  the  anceftors  of  the  nations  in 
the  weft  and  north  of  Europe.    Yet  the  cuf- 
to'm  is  fo  peculiar,  and  muft  neceffarily  have 
been  of  fo  much  influence  in  the  common  in- 
tercourfe  oFlife,  that  we  need  not  he  furprifed, 
if  it  {hould  diftinguifh  the  people,  among  whom 
it  prevailed,  with  the  moft  peculiar  ufages 
and  inftitutions;    Indeed  the  wonder  would 
fee,  fuppofing  fuch  a  difference  to  fubfift  be- 
tween two  nationc.  the  Romans,  for  example, 
and  the  defcendants  of  the  antient  Germans, 
if  its  confequences,  in  a  variety  of  remark- 
able circumftances,  did  not  divcrfify  their 
manners,  and  render  them  diffiroilar.    Hence 
not  only  the  duel  and  judicial  combat,  but  the 
joufts  and  tournaments,  that  make  fo  great  a 
figure  in  the  hiftory  of  modern  Europe. 

II  It  is  obvious,  that  fuck  exccffes  as  thofe 
mentioned  m  the  paffagc  from  Tacitus,  ten- 
ded  to  injure,  and  even  ruin  fuch  fmaU  com. 
munities  as  German  tribe,  j  and  called  upon 

work  to  be.  ftudied  hf  M  s,ho  wooUl  really  a|ito«««  T«ch 
<w'.ti«»tlfe  of  Anciwit  Qtnmf*  - 


A. 

i 
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the  rulers  to  interpofe  every  means  of  pre-, 
vention.  The  lofs  which  the  State  fuftained 
by  the  death  of  intrepid  leaders ;  the  tumults 
occaftoned  by  fuch  outrageous  dilTentioa  ;  and 
the  la(iing  enmity  between  different  families^ 
diflemiaated  by  fudden  a^s  of  vblence,  were 
in  the  number  of  thofe  calamities  that  arofe 
from  furious  and  irregular  ftrife*  The  ru- 
lers, therefore,  were  much  intercfted  in  hav- 
ing  them  foftened,  or  entirely  prevented.  But 
how  was  this  to  be  done  ?  Not  furely  by  pofi- 
tive  and  expiefs  prohibition.  The  powers  of 
government  were  then  fo  weak,  that  fuch 
prohibition,  oppofed  to  the  furious  paflions  of 
valiant  men^  were  of  little  effeO:.  "  Nee  re- 
*«  gibus  infinita,  aut  libera  poteftas :  et  duces 
^  exemplo  potius,  quam  imperio,  &c.  pr«* 
**  funt  */'  **  Their  Kings  have  not  an  abfo- 
**  lute  or  unlimited  power ;  and  their  Gene* 
**  rals  command  lefs  through  force  of  autho^ 
**  rity  than  of  example/' 

In  order,  therefore,  to  prevent  misfortunea 
of  the  kind  above-mentioned,  the  rulers  of 
States  betook  themfelves  to  other  means  than 
dired  prohibition.     They  faid  to  the  angry 

•  Tacitus. 

C  c  3  perfons, 


i^o 
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perfpnSy  who  w6uld '  terminate  tlieir  dilfej^- 
tions  by  viblience,  *'*1j(o  is'ydii  plleafe  ;  fight 
**  if  you  will*;  but  have  refped'for'fhe  meet- 
•«  ing:  let  n6t  the  bufmefs  of  a  public  d'e!i- 
•*  beration  be  caft  into  diforder  by  your  difa- 
♦'  greerpents  nay,  do  jiiftice  to  yourfelves: 
f*  let  no  one  take  advantage  of  another :  go 
V  forth  to  an  open  place:  ufe  proper,  wea- 
**  pons:  and  let  eachofyoii  carry  along  with 
^*  him  an  equal  number  of  "friends,  to  aflift 
**  you  in  fo  far  as  may  b^  confiftent  vvith  ho- 
**  nour,  and  be  thfe  faithful  witneffes  of  your 
•*  valour.'  -*-ln(  all  this  there  wa6'  nothing- 
that  oppofed  their  paflionS  :  nay,  thfeir  felf- 
importance  was  in  fome  degree  flattered! 
Meantime  delay  was  obtained  :  by  the  goo4 
offices  of  friends  their  anger  might  be  ap- 
peafed :  at  any  rate,  the  mifchiefS  arifmg 
from  outrageous  difcord  were  leflened ;  and  as 
the  perfon  who  fell  would  feem  to  have  me? 
with  fufficient  iuftice,  the  refentment  of  his 
adherents  would  be  affwagecjl- 

The  difpofition  of  rulers,  in  early  times,  td( 
prevent  violence  by  indiredV  means,  and  eveq 
by  a  feeming  compliance  with  the  angry  *pa{- 
fions  of  thole  they  governed,  when  their  rea^ 

dcfigtt 


-i^USSIAN   EMFI-KEl  391 

tdefign  was  to  coiintetaift  and  bppbfe  them,  18 
well  illufl:rated  by  the  methods  .pra(^ifed  by 
fome  Indian  »natiofts'  i»  puftifliing  murder. 
They  are  mentioned  partieuIarFy"  by  Lafitau  ; 
and  their  chief  obje^S  ftems  to  have  been,  to 
appeafe  t\^e  referttment  of  thbfe  who  would 
feel  themfelves  incited 't(>  avenge  the  death  of 
a  friend.  The  criminal  was  obliged  to-  give 
fixty  prefents;  nine  of  thefe  were  given  to 
the  friends  of  ttie  deceifed,  and  the  reft  were 
fufpended  over  the  <Jead  bexly.  "  *Some  of 
them  were  fatd  to  be '  given  to' tnakS  the 
tomahawk  fall  from  the  hand  of  vengeatice  ; 
fome  to  wipe  the  woiitids  of  the  dead;  and 
others  to  confole  his  fricrids  and  relations. 

*  *  ' 

III.  Another  circumilance,  whrch,  along 
with  the  preceding,  tended  to  produce  thfe 
judicial  combat,  and'  particularly  the  formali- 
ties of  thatcuftom  among  a  rude  people,  fo 
fituated  as  the  ancient  Germans  and  their  de- 
fcendants,  was  their  pronenefs  to  fuperftition* 
Their  gods,  as  they  believed,  were  interefted 
in  tljeir  fortunes ;  and,  of  confequence,  vvere 
interefted  in  nothing  fo  much  concerning' 
them,  as  what  related  to  their  life  or  death. 
Pence  they  regarcJed  the  fingle  combat  as  an 

C  c  4  apj)eal 
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appeal  to  the  juftice  of  the  Beings  they  woiw 
ihipped ;  or  an  infallible  method  to  prevail 
l^ith  them  to  reveal  their  will  to  mankind. 
Thus  every  fuch  qonflid  implied  a  fort  of 
tacit  convention  with  the  prasternalural  ob- 
jects of  divine  adoration ;  and  the  appeal  to 
heaven  conftituted  a  firiking  feature  of  this 
fmgular  cuftom.  The  difpofition  to  believe 
that  ^the  Gfods  announced  promifes  of  protec- 
tion^  apd  confequently  (heir  opinion  con*- 
(rerning  the  juftice  of  any  caufes  by  the  fuct- 
cefs  of  a  copabatant  in  Gngle  combat,  appear* 
ed  fa  early  a^  aipong  the  nations  defcribed 
by  TacitQB^  '^  Bjua  gen  tie  cqm  qua  bellum  eft 
^^  captivmn  quoquQ  modo  intercept un\,  eum 
^*  cleQo  popularium  fuorunfii  patriis  quemque 
^^  annis  committunt :  vidoria  hujus  vel  \U 
♦*  liu8  pro  praejudicio  accipitur/'  ♦•  They  ob- 
^^  lige  a  prifoner^  taken  by  any  means  what* 
^*  foever  from  the  nation  with  whom  they  are 
i*  at  variancey  to  fight  with  a  picked  man  of 
^^  their  own,  each  with  his  country  arms] 
4^  and  according  as  the  viSory  falls,  they 
^*  prefage  fuccefs  to  one  or  the  other  party/' 

As  the  fisgle  combat  was  thus  confidered 
^%  %  dpmaod  09  heaveo  to  imerpofe  in  b<^ 
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talf  of  truth  or  innocence,  it  was  con- 
duced with  religious  folemnity.  Moreover, 
as  the  Gods  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  favour 
falfehood  or  injuftice,  a  pcrfon's  pronenefs  in 
callijfig  the  fword  to  witncfs,  was  held  a 
fymptom  of  his  integrity :  his  fuccefs  was  re- 
garded as  inconteftible  evidence  in  his  fa- 
vour :  and  thus  perfofial  valour,  fiipported 
by  fkill  in  arms,  became,  in  fome  meafure, 
the  teft  of  truth.  The  propagation  of 
Chriftianity,  by  a  ftrange  perverfion,  contri- 
buted to  give  the  cuftom  fiability.  By  the 
dodrines  of  that  benign  religion,  the  D^ity 
was  reprefented  as  inclined  to  interpofe,  in  a 
very  particular  manner,  in  behalf  of  integrity, 
and  as  regarding  deviations  from  truth  with 
peculiar  difpleafurc.  From  the  mifapplica* 
tion  of  thpfc  opii^ions,  by  the  grofleft  and 
mod  arrogant  fuperftition»  the  Supreme  Being 
had  a  method  prefcribed  to  him  for  th^  dif- 
pl^y  of  his  authority ;  and  was  required  to 
manifed  his  jufiice  within  the  lids  of  the 
iingle  copibat.  The  manners  of  men  became 
gradually  more  improved;  government  ac- 
quired vigour;  oQences  were  reftrained  or 
puniflied  by  pofitive  laws ;  the  judicial  com- 
bat|  lils:e  the  fiery  ordeal,  was  no  longer  ap- 
pealed 
3 
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pealed  to.;  and  fo  went  into  difuie.  But  a 
coone£tk>h  had  been  formed  between  valour 
and.  truth :  it  was  cherifhed  by  the  ardent 

fpif  its  of  impetuous  men :  they  wore  arms  to 
defend  their  honour:  it  was  natural  ihey 
(hould  feel  refentment  againd  thofe  who  im«« 
peached  their  veracity:  and  girt  with  a 
fword»  it  V7as  no  ki^.  natural  that  the  fword 
0iould  exprefs  their  refentment.  Thus, 
though  the  judicial  combat  was  difcontinued, 
it  left  us  its  reprefentative,  the  modern  duel. 
I  am  aware  of  the  diftin£tion   between  the 

jQngle  combati  confidered  as  an  inftitution  of 

•  •   •  , 

honour,  and  an.  inftitution  of  civil  polity  *; 

nor  does  it  feem.inconfiftcnt  with  the  fore^ 
going  obdcrvations..    . 

Upoiy  the  vvhole,  the  tiorthern  nations 
tvore  arms  on  all  occafions.  And  in  periods  of 
confiderablc  improvement ;  the  Romans  fel- 
jdotn :  the  powers  of  government  among  the 
northern  nations  were  weak;  among  the 
Romans  ftrong  J  and  thefe  circumftanceSf 
along  with  fuperftiiion,  a  quality  of  which 
all  men»  as  well  Romans  as  Huns  and  Lom^ 
bards,  have  always  poffefled  quantity  enough 

f  pf.  Stitut's  View  of  Sodetf, 

for 


/ 
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for  produfcing  fuch  ^valuable  inftitutions  a3 
Judicial  combats  and  fiery  ordeals,  explains  the 
difference  above  ftated ;  and  apply,  with  pror 
priety  enopgh  to  the  flngularit3i  in  the  man- 

Itiers  of  the  Ruffians,  which  has  impofed  the 
$afk  upouyoii  of  reading  thir  tedious  Letter. 
If  ara  notvmifitofarm^d^  th€  Rufljahs,  except- 
ing the  guard  of  the  Velike  Knez,  arid  tKe 
ftanding  army,  were  not  accuftomed  .  tQ  ap- 
pear in  arnis.  No  ^biifes^  therefore,  arifiag 
from  the  promifcuous  ufe  of  military  ac- 
jcoutrements,  called  either  for  the  dire<3:  qr 
indirect  interpofition  of  governnient.  The 
judicial  combat,  and  Corifequently  the  duel  of 

I  T 

honour,  never  exifted  amongthem.  But  as. the 
faftiions  of  Europe,  and  particularly  thofe  of 
France,  are  making  progrefs  among  the  na- 
'  tives  of  this  country^  fome  perfons  among  therii 
who  afFed  patriotifm,  exprefs  their  expedla-r 
tions,  that  they  will  foon  have  the  credit  of 
blowing  out  one  another's  brains  in  the  eafieft 
and  politeft  ihanner.    Adieu» 


I* 


V.'    :•!• 


\      tU«» 
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LETTER    XLVII. 

Englt/h  Tlayers  in  Ruffta-i^Frologue  on  open-' 
ing  an  En^lijh  Theatre  at  St.  Peterjlmrg. 


D  E  A  R    S  X  Rf  8c  Pcterlbarg»  Feb.  1 2.  1771. 

YbU  will  be  furprifcd  to  hear,  that  we 
have  got  at  St.  Pctcrfburg  an  Englifli 
Playhoufe.  A  G)mpaay  of  Players  arrived 
here  in  the  end  of  autumn.  They  were  ad- 
vifed,  you  may  be  fure,  to  return  home  with- 
out lofs  of  time  j  they  chufe,  however,  to 
make  their  home,  at  leaft  for  one  winter,  in 
Huflia,  and  trufl  to  the  well  known  humanity 
of  their  countrymen  in  the  Gallerinhoff. 
Accordingly,  with  great  diligence,  and  much 
tinfel,  they  furbiOied  up  an  old  barn  into  the 
likenefs  of  a  theatre ;  and  that  every  thing 
might  be  as  complete  as  poflibley  they  had  in 
it,  not  only  a  feat  for  the  Britifli  Ambaffador 
but  boxes  for  the  Great  Duke  and  her  loipe* 
rial  Majefty  of  all  the  RufSas.    So»  on  the 

firft 
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firft  night  that  the  theatre  was  opened,  all 
their  countrymen   came  to  them,    to   give 
them  charity,  and  to  laugh,  as  might  have 
been  expefted,  at  the  Tragedy  of  Douglas. 
But  inftead  of  laughing,  they  cried.     The 
part  of  Douglas  was  performed  by  a  female 
player  with   inimitable  pathos.     The  audi** 
cnce  were  furprifed   into  the  warmeft   ap- 
.  plaufes.     The  fame  of  this  excellent   per- 
formance was  fpread  through  the  city ;  a^d 
for  two  or    three    fucceffive    evenings  the 
theatre  was  crowded  with  Ruffians  and  Ger<- 
mana  as  well  as  Englifh.     On   the  fourth 
night  of  the  reprefentatation,  juft  as  the  play 
began,  the  door  of  the  Emprefs's   box   wa^ 
unexpcdedly    opened ;    and    her    Majefty» 
without  having  given  any  previous  warning, 
took  poffeflion  of  her  feat.     You  may  eafily 
imagine  how  much  we  were  pleafed  and  flat-* 
tered  with  this  mark  of  her  Majefty's  confi* 
dence   and   condefcenfion.       This  was   fiill 
more  the  cafe,  when,  in  anfwer  to  fome  apo* 
logy  that  had  been  conveyed  to  her,  about 
the  badnefs  of  the  accommodation,  flie  re« 
plied,   '^  that,  among  the  Englifh,  fhe  waa 
♦*  quite  at  eafc."     In  order,  however,  to  re- 
medy the  real  incooveniences  of  the  fituation, 

and 


\ 
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apfi  to  tqftify  ftiU  farthen  htvprgjhttl  partialitf 
tp  our  nation,  flie, ordered  a  bater  theatre  to^ 
beprepacpijj  find  oa.occafloo.of  jop^ning  it^ 
the  player  who  had  drawn  fo  much  atteptioD:^ 
delivered  the  fpllpvving  Prologue :  •  .      , 

WIT^HOUl^  thc^id  of  ornament  or  art, 
To  fpcak  the  language,  of  a  grateful  heart,     ■ 
I  (CQme' rc^peftfuU    .Little  known  to  fame. 
Thro*  fl;o.rn>y  fc^s  to  diftant  ^ores  we  came ; 
And  to  us,  Britons,  in  a  foreign  land, 
Britons  extended  the  protcjfting  hand : 
Friendlerswe  came  •,  buttvery  Britifli  heart 
In  aH  our  inrcfcfts  took  a  friendly  part? 
Fairiame  attend  you  !*  O  ma^  due  /ucc^fs 
Keward.your  merit  andjrour  iaboiofs  bkfs  I 
Kind  as  ye  are,  and  gcoer<?Hs,.may  yettill. 
Enjoy  the  power,  as  ye  poficfs  th^  will  I 

The  Rulers  of  this  land  beheld,  with  joy^ 
How  BriEilh  hearts  on  Britifh  hearts  rely  : 
How  Albion*s  fons,  incapable  of  change. 
Thro*  no  variety  of  fricndfhips  range  : 
Kind  without  intcreft,  with  affeftion  true, 
Gcn'rous  3nd  conftanc  wher^  th^ir  faith  is  due. 

9 

% 

*  -  m 

The  Rulers  of  this  land,  whofc  hofts  defied    • 
The  rage  of  Infidels,  and  qucll'd  their  pride ; 
Made  Kahul's  ftreams  with  flauahter'd  foes  fun 
red  J  '      (dead  / 

Heaj)*d  Bender's    wails  with  'thoufands  of   the 

Undaunted 
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Undaunted  in  the  gallant  ftrife  of  arms. 
Even  to  Byzantium  carried  dire  alarms  5 
Ting'd  the  ^gaean  wave  with  Ottoman  gore. 
And  (hook  with  terror  Afia*s  diftant  Ihore ; 
They  faw  your  goodnefs,  felt  ft,  arid  were  mov'd 
To  emulate  the  worth  their  fouls  approved  : 
This  gcn!rous  fympathy,  (b^  fftvgur  draw, ; 
Us  they  applauded,  but  they  honoured — You. 

With  unexampled  goodnefs  from  the  Throne 
The  radiance  of  th*  Imperial  bounty  (hone,     - 
Beam'd  glory  round  us,  rais'd  .us  from  the  ground. 
And  bade  us  Bloom,  and  bade  our  fruits  aboupd* 
Far  thro*  the  nations  may  that  radiance  blaze, 
Thfc  good  to  cheriih,  and  (he  meek  to  raife  5 
To  fofter  merit,  from  the  h.aunts  of  mp n 
To  banilh  Difcbrd,  and  her  ghaftly  train  r 
Envy  (hall  pine  and  ficken  at  the  fight ; 
And  Turkifh  crefccnts  mingle  with  the  night. 


\  • 
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LETTER    XLVIIl. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Count  Orloffto  Roujfeau^ 

with  the  Anfiver.  - 


DEAR    SIR, 

I  SEND  you  inclofed  what  I  am  perfuaded 
you  will  confider  as  a  literary  curiofity: 
a  letter  fent  by  Count  Orloff  to  the  famous 
Roufleau;  and  another  from  that  ftrange 
citizen  of  the  world  in  return. 


Copie  d^une  Lettre  de  Monf  le  Comfe  D^Orloff 
en  Ruffle^  d  Mmf  J.  J.  Roujfeau  en  Angle^ 
terre. 

MoNsiBUK^  Dec.  1766. 

VOUS  ne  ferez  point  ctonne  que  je  vous 
ccrivc,  car  vous  favez  que  les  hommes  font 
iaclins  au:^  fingularites.  Vous  avez  les  vo- 
tres ;  j'ai  les  miennes :  cela  eft  dans  Tordre ; 
le  motif  de  cettc  lettre  ne  reft  pas  moins. 


|c  vdus  vois  depiais  loag-tem^  aller,  d^un  cii^ 
droit  a  Tau^lre*  J  en  fais  les  raifom  par  lea 
Votea  pubHques;  et  peut-etre^  les  &i  jt  itialt. 
parc^qu'eUea  pouvent  etrc  faufles.  Jc  voua 
crois  en  Angleterre  chez  le  Due  de  fiich« 
taond,  et  je  fuppofe  que  vous  y  etes  bien  :  ce- 
pendant  il  tn'a  pria  fantade  de  vous  dirCi 
que  j*ai  line  terre  doignee  de  foixante  vcrftca 
de  St,  Peterfburg-^  ce  qui  fait  de  dix  lidux 
d'AUI^aiagne,  ou  I'air  cil  fain^  lean  admirable^ 
les  coteaux  qui  entoui-reiit  differeiits  lacs^  for* 
ment  de  promenades  agr^ablea  tres  proprei 
k  revet ;  les  habitans  n'entendent  ni  TAng- 
lois  ni  la  Francoife ;  encore  ihois  la  Grec  et 
la  Latine,  Le  cure  ne  fait  point  difputer  ni 
precher  j  et  les  ovailles,  tti  faifant  le  figne  de 
la  croix»  croient  bonnement  que  tout  eft  dit* 
He  bien,  Monfieur,  fi  jamais  ce  lieu  la  eft  a 
Votre  gout,  vous  pouvez  y  venir  de  demeurer. 
Vousauriezla  neceflaire,  fi  vous  ta  voulez.  Si 
nori,  vous  auriez  de  la  chafTci  et  de  la  p^che; 
Si  vouS  voulez  avoir  a  qui  parler  pour  vous 
defengager,  vous  le  pourrez :  mais  en  tout,  et 
fur  tout,  vous  n^effuyerez  aucune  gene  fur 
tien ;  ni  n  auriez  aucune  obligation  a  per-* 
fonne.  De  plus,  toute  publicitc  fur  fe  fejour, 
fi  vottS  fauhaitez,   pourroit"  etre  cvitee:    et 

Dd  dana 
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dans  ce  dernier  cas,  vous  ferez  b'ten,  felon 
moi,-  fi  vous  pouvez  fupporter  la  mer,  de  faire 
le  trajet  par  eau.  Auffi  bien  les  curieux 
Tous  importunerent  moins  fur  ce  chemip,  quQ 
fur  la  route  de  terre, 

Voila,  Monfieur,  ce  que  je  me  fuis  cr6 
endroit  de  mander,  d'apjes  la  reconnoif- 
fance  que  je  vous  2S9  pour,  les  inftruc- 
tions  que  j^ai  prife  dans  vos  livres,  quoi- 
que  ils  ne  fuflent  pas  ecrits  pour  moi.  Je 
fuis,  Monfieur,  ,avec  beaucoup  de  refped'> 
V.  S.  &c. 

LA   REPONSE. 

Le  25me  de  Peirrier,  a  Hattoo. 

Vous  vous  donnez,  Monfieur  le  Comte» 
pour  avoir  des  fmgularites.  En  efFet,  ce'n  eft 
prefque  une  detre  bienfaifaht  fans  interet: 
et  e'en  eft  une  bien  plus  grande,  de  Tetre  de 
(1  loin^  pour  quelqu  un  qu  on  ne  connoit 
pas.  Vos  obligeantes  offres,  le  ton  dont 
voiis  me  les  avez  faiti  et  la  defcription  de 
Inhabitation  que  vous  me  deftinez,  feroient  af- 

furement  tres  capable  de  my  attirer ;  fi  j'etois 

« -      #     • 

moins 
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tnoins  infinne,  plus  allant,  plus  jeune,  et  que 
VOU&  fiiffiez  jilus  pres  dli  foleil.  je  craindrois 
d  aUleurs,  qu'en  voyant  celui  que  vous  ho- 
norez  d'une  invitation,  vous  nV  euffiez  quel- 
que  regret:  vous  attendriez  a  une  maniere 
d'homme  de  Ietties>  un  beau  difeur,  qui.  dcr 
vroit  payer  en  frais  d*efprit  et  de  paroles 
votre  genereufe  hofpitalite ;  et  vous  n'auriez 
qu'un  bon  hpmme  Bien  limple,  que  fon  goilt 
et  fes  malheurs  ont  rendu  fort  folitaire,  et 
qu^pour  tout  amufetneot  herberiflant  tbyte  la 
journee,  trouve  ce  commerce  avec  les  plantes^ 
cette  paix  fi  douce  a  fon  coeur,  que  lui  ont  re* 
fuseleshumains.  Je  n'irat  done  pas,  Mon-> 
iieur,  habiter  votre  maifon  ;  mais  je  fouvien-* 
drai  toujours  avec  reconnoiflfaDce  que  vous 
me  I'avez  oflFerte ;  et  je  regrctterai  quelque 
foix  de  n'y  ^tre  pas  pour  culttver  les  bontes^ 
et  Tamitie  du  maitre. 

Agrcez>  Monfieur  le  Comte,  je  vous  fup- 
plie,  mea  remerciments  tres  fmceres,  et  mes 
tres  humbles  falutations. 


Dd2 


Trmjlation 


ilH         AN5CP0TE§^  or  TBK 

YOU  wiH  not  be  ftirprifc^  at  my  writing: 
you  ;  for  you  know  men  ate  apt  to  have 
fjngularities :  You^  have  yours,  and  I  have 
mine  :  thefe  are  things  oF  courfe.  My  mo- 
live  for  wrhmg,  you  is  not  lefs^  fo :  I  have  ob- 
ftrved  you  for  fome  time  going  from  place  to^ 
place.  I  baow  the  reafons  of  this  by  puMic 
rumour  J  and  perhaps  I  am  mifinformed,  as* 
public  rumour  is  not  always  true.  I  btlicre 
you  are  now  in  England  with  the  Duke  of 
Richmond}  and  I  fuppofe  that  there  you  are 
Ibppily  fituated.  Neverthckfej  I  have  taken* 
it  into  my  head  to^  tuU  you;  that*  I  have  an* 
oftate  ^ftant  fix'ty  verftst  that  is^  about  tcfi^ 
German'  miles>  from  St^  Peterfburg^  wher^ 
the  air  is  healthy,  the  water  admirable,  and 
the  little  hills  furrounding  the  lakes^  fbrm« 
Walks  very  well  feuted  for  contemptatiott;. 
The  inhabitants  are  ignorant  botlv  of  EngliA* 
and  French ;  and  ftill  more  fo  of  Greek  and^ 
Latin.  The  curate  can  neither  argue  nor 
preach  \.  afid  his  (hcep,,.  in  making  the  (ign  of 

the 


4lie  crofs,  are  fatiified  in  good  earneft  diac 
«hey  have  doiie  all  that  is  needful.  Now^ 
Sir,  if  ever  this  place  fuit  your.tafte,  you  majr 
<ome  here  and  live.  You  fhaH  have  your 
i0vants  fupplied,'  if  you  chufe.  If  nor,  you 
&all  have  hunting  and  fifhing.  If  you  tirf 
*f  £3litude»  a«d  xhufe  converfatbn,  it  is  in 
your  power.  But  in  all,  and  above  aJU  you 
ihall  fufFer  reftraint  in  nothing,  and  have  ob*" 
ligations  to  none*!  Bcfidesi  your  retreat  oiay 
be  €a  fecret  as  you  incline :  and, in  that  view; 
I  would  adviie  ypu,  if  you  can  bear  the 
voyage,  to  come  by  iea.  By  taking  that  rdute^ 
you  v\rill  be  leTs*  teized  by  im^uifitive  perfona 
<han  if  you  came  by  laiod 

All  this,  Sir,  I  thought  my  duty  to  teH 
you,  .out  of  gratitude  for  the  inftrudioa 
V^hich  your  books,  though  they  were  not 
written  on  my  account,  have  afforded  me  z 
Aod  aoHj  Slr^  with  much  reipedl,  &c« 

- » 

ft 

HaVton,  Feb.  zu 

YOO  would  pafs.  Sir,  for  a  perfoti  Who 
(bus  (ingularities.     In  truth,  it  is  a  fidgularity 

Dd  3  to 
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.   to  be  beneficent  without  Telf-intereft.     It  i$ 
linuch  more  fo  to  be  beneficent  from  fo  p^reat  a 
diflance,;  and  towards  a  perfon  wtib  whom 
you.are  not  acquainted.  •   Your  obliging  of- 
fers, the  manner  in  which  they  are  made^ 
and  the  defcription  of  the  dwelling  you  in- 
tend for  me,  would  be  fully  fufficient  to  draw 
me  thither,  were  I  lefs  infirm,  better  able  to 
travel,  and  younger  th^n  I  am,  and  if  you 
'  were  fituated   nearer  the  fun,      Befidcs,  1 
would  be  afraid,  left,  in  feeing  him  whom 
you  honour  with  an  invitation,  you  ihonld 
feel.fome  regret.  You  expert  a  fort  of  learned 
man,  a  rare  talker,  who  ought  to  repay  your 
liofpitality  with  wit  and  fine  fpedches ;  and 
inftead  of  this  you  would  have  but  a  very 
plain  and  fimple  man,  whofe  tafte  and^mif- 
fortunes  have  rendered  very  folitary;    and 
who  has  no.  other  amufement  than  to  pafs 
the  day  in  herbalizing ;    but  who  findi,  in 
converfing  with  plants,  that  peace,  fo  pleafing 
to  his  heart,  which  men  have  refufed  him. 
I  will  not,  therefore,  go  to  live  in  the  houfe 
you  mention ;  but.  Sir,  I  will  always^  with 
gratitude,  remember  the  offer  you  hay^  m^de 
4Pe ;  aod  I  fhall  fometitnes  regret  that  I  an\ 
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not  there  to  enjoy  the  goodaefs  and-  friend- 
{hip  of  its  owner. 

I  intreat  you.  Sir,  to  accept  of  my  fincereft 
thanks.  - 
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LETTER    XLI5&  , 

Tf inflation  of  an    Eajler   Hymn^  fometim^^ 
Recited  in  the  Churches  of  the  Greek 

Communion. 

To  the  Reverend  Dr.  L-r-t — — d, 

REV.  DEAR  SIR, 

YOU  know  that,  at  Eafter,  in  churches  of 
the  Greek  communion,  Priefts,  appoints 
ed  for  the  purpofe,  reprefent  the  Refurre^ion 
of  our  Saviour.  On  that  occafion^  I  have 
been  informed,  that  the  following  Hymn, 
written  originally  in  Qreek  by  a  3iQiop  of 
Theflalonica,  is  fometin^es  fung.  You  will 
eafily  obferve,  that  it  is  intended  to  be  recited 
in  the  interval  ^etw^en  th^  burial  and  tl^e  r^!* 
furredion. 

,    O  WHAT  an  awful,  awful  hour^ 
Beheld  our  Sa^viD^r  die  ! 
The  Sun,  in  dire  ecllpfe,  withdrew? 
Hii  radiance  froni  the  iky, 

7k^ 
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Tbe  tvaters  of  the  troubled  deep 

To  their  abyffe$  fled : 
The  mountains^  and  the  folid^eariht 

Shook  with  exceflive  dread. 

/Amazement  was  in  heav'n }  But  whQ 

The  foleqin  myft'ry  faw, 
That  ftruck,  ev'n  in  the  heav^Q  of  heaveoft 

Angelic  hoAs  with  awe  f 

At  that  tremendous,  awful  bouft 
The  gates  of  heav*n  were  closM;      * 

The  fabric  of  the  rolling  fphere$ 
With  confternation  paus'd* 

Meantime  what  deeds  were  done  OH  earth  I 

Deeds  of  atrocious  ftrife  J  *■ 

The  powers  of  Death  and  Darknels  drove 

Againft  the  Lord  of  Life  { 

And  conqwr'd^r'^^M  they  Tainiy  deemM  I 
Nor,  in  their  frenaiy«  knew,  * 

That  they  (houkli  by  that  hefnous  ad. 
Their  own  rebellion  rue. 

The  darknefs  flies  away !  the  gates 

Of  heaven  are  open'd  wide ! 
Apd  fudden,  ffom  the  feppiure  throne, 

^urils  an  effulgent  tide* 

Emerging 
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Emerging  frpm  the  cloud  of  light,  ^, 

With  beaming  harps,  behold  \ 
In  bright  attire,  the  Seraphin 

Their  rardiant  forms  unfold.  ., 

•  «      * '-.       •  ^ 

On  high  their  loud  holannas  flow  ^ 
.  Meffiah's  praife  they  fing : 
The  nether  orbs  refume  their  fpeed/ 

And  with  hofannas  ring. 

...      .    . 

f 

•'  Mefliah  triumphs,"  they  proclaim, — 

**  Tho*  in  the  grave  he  lies, 
"  Soon  will  he  burft  the  bonds  of  Deatht 

"  And  reafcend  the  (kies. 

.'  Ten  .houfand  .ho«&«d  angeUthea 

"  Shall  join  the  vocal  lay; 
*•  And  hail,  triumphant,  his  retura 

**  To  cverlafting  day  !      *- 

**  To  Him  a  crown  of  majefty 
**  Amid  the  hofts  of  heaven^ 
^*  Shall  by  Jehova  be  with  power 
.  **  And  wide  dominion  given. 

"  Far  thro*  the  ftarry  realms  of  fpace_ 

"  Blazing  with  beams  of  gold, 
"  His  banner,  at  the  gate  of  heaven* 
,  •^  An  angel  {hall  Unfold. 

''  Then 
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**  Then  pealing  with  tremendous  voice 

The  Seraph  of  the  Sun, 
"  Shall,  as  bis  flame v  expires,  proclaim 

"  Meffiah's  reign  begun. 

**  Rous'd-feyJthat  voice,  in  white  array^ 

*•  HisEleartothe&y    ' 
**  Shall  foaryand  reign  with  glory  crown'd 

**  Jn  reilms  of  blefs  on  high. 

^^  Glory  to  God,  and  to  the  Son, 
"And  to  the  Spirit  pare! 
Their  juftfce,  gbcydnefs,  and  their  power^ 
^f  forever  (hall  endurf /' 


« 
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The  Serajiier  i)/  Bender: 


D  B  AR  SI  R,  July  loth,  %jyu 

TT  is  faid  here»  tbtt,  except  Clonfiaf^tinople, 
^  no  city  ia  Europe  containi  ^  greater  Ya« 

•  

riety  of  ftrangers  than  St.  Peteriburg.  la 
London  and  Paris  you  have  Europeans  of  all 
nations;  but  you  have  oot^  additionally  to 
thefe,  different  races  of  Tartars,  CircaiIianS| 
and  Armenians. — —The  moft  beautiful  Cir- 
caflian  I  have  feen  here  is  the  wife  of  an  Ar* 
menian  merchant ;  and  her  beauty  feems  of  a 
kind  feme  what  fingular.  She  is  moft  grace* 
fully  formed  i  but  baa  not  the  leaft  tint  of 
complexion :  nor  dpes  (he  imitate  the  Ruf- 
fian ladieSf  in  fummoning  art  to  the  affiftance 
of  nature.  Her  ikin  is  as  white  as  the  driven 
fnow;  it  is  fo  tranfparent,  as  to  ihew  the 
purple  veins  underneath ;  her  features  dif« 
play  the  beauties  of  Helen;   her  eyes  afe 

deep 
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deep  blue ;  ber  eye-brows  exquifite ;  and  her 
)uir>  ftoi^mg  over  ber  ivory  ne£k>  i$  as  blacl* 
a«  the  wiog  of  a  raren.  Ibis  fpeciea  of 
beauty*  bowevevs  doea  not  diflinguiih  all  tbg 
Grcai£ans  I  have  feen  y  fome  of  thein  have 
Waxrk  eyesy  and  a  ruddy  complexioQ« 

In  confequcnce  of  the  number  of  ftrangcra 
In  St.  Pfeterfbuirg,  many  perfons  fpeak  a  va- 
riety of  difFerent  languages :  nor  would  eve« 
the  ladiejj  think  you  were  calling  them  bad 
tiames,  if  you  were  to  fay  ihiey  were  Poly^ 
glots.  The  Englkh  ladies  here  fpeak  French^ 
German,  and  Rufs^  and  fomi^  of  them.  Italian,. 
Their  other  graces  and  accomplifiimenls  arc 
proportioned  to  their  gift  of  tongues. 

The  variety  of  ftrai^gcrs  her«  h  divcrfifiecl 
M  ppefent,  by  ihe  additkx^  ef  a  great  many . 
Turkifh  priibnefa.  They  are  remarkably 
well  u£sd  f  and  go  aboar  the  city  with  a  great 
deal  of  freedonpi^.  The  mctft  diftingurfhed 
fcrfonApt  sjsSong  them  k  the  Serafluer>  who* 
behaved  fe  gajtlan^ly  in  the  defence  of  Bender. 
Me  »  am  Eonit ;  that  m,  a  deTceGMdant  of  Ma* 
hancfr;  attd»  m  a  HMik  cS  hm  high  lineage^ 
1^  oafaaus  of  hjftcobtt^b  green.    Th^faAiouk 

of 
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of  his  drefs,  excepting  that  he  wears  a  tur-* 
ban,  is  the  fame  as  that  *  of  the  Hofpodaf  of 
Wallachia.    But  he  is  a  different  perfon  ftom 
the  Hofpodar.     Gregorio  Giko  is  rather  taH, 
and  of  a  dignified  appearance .:  the  Serafkier 
is  little,  meagre,  marked  with  the  fmall^poxi 
and  of  a  mean  appearance.     But  he  is  as  va- 
liant as  the  edge  of  his  fabre,  fleady  to  his 
truft,  adive  in  the  difcharge  of  his  duty,  and 
determined  in  his  tenor  of  condud.     Though 
conquered,  and  a  captive,  he  is  not  fubdued } 
but  exhibits  an  unyielding,  and  even   con- 
temptuous flernnefs,  that  furprifes  his  con- 
querors.    He  infifted  on  having  a  numerous 
attendance  of  Turks,  including  a  part  of  his 
.feraglio,  and  a  perfon  of  fmall  ftature,  wh6 
difplays  the  antic  geftures  of  a  buffoon :  his  re- 
quifition  was  immediately  granted.  A  Ruflian 
Dobleman  afked  him  to  his  houfe :  ^'  I  9m 
•*  your  ptifoner,"  he  replied;  '*  you  may  do 
•^  with  me  what  youpleafe ;  you  mayxut  ofiF 
**  my  head,  if  you  will :  but  if  I  am  free  to 
*'  go  to  your  houfe,  or  not ;  I  will  «<?/ go."— 
One  of  his  bafhaws  gave  a  blow  with  his  lift 
to  a  Ruffian  officer.     The  offi<:er  complained 
to  his  General;  and  the  General  aiked  the 
^^rafkier*  "  what  would  hav€  been  done  to  a 
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^  Ruffian  at  Conftantinople,  who  (hould  have 
"  behaved  in  that  manner  to  a  JTurk?'* 
'*  They  would  have  ftrangled  him,"  he  re- 
plied.   But  the  Turk* was  not  Jlrangled. • 

The  Seraikier*  however,  paid  a  vifit,  at  his 
houfe  in  the  country,  to  the  Britifli  Ambaf* 
fador.  He  came  on  horfe-back,  with  his 
green  flowing  garment,  and  his  horfe  mod 
fumptuoufly  caparifohed.  He  fpoke  little; 
for,  foon  after  his  fitting  down,  one  of  his 
attendants,  brought  him  a  very  long  tobacco- 
pipe,  and  he  continued  fmoking  all  the  time 
of  his  vifit.  His  buffoon  appears  very  often 
in  p&rti-coloured  garments  in  the  ftreets  of 
the  city;  and  endeavours,  by  his  drolleries, 
to  amufe  the  pafTengers.  The  Turks  them- 
felvcs  appear  fo  grave  arid  folehan,  that  it  Is 
really  amufing  to  fee  a  Tiirkifti  buffoon. 
Adieu. 


•  » • . 
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t  E  T  1*  E  R      U 


Abflrdff  of  a  RuJ/San  Catechifm 


To  the  Reverend  -r 


ifeEV,.  DEAR    ^IR,;  Aogttfti77K 

I  MENTIONED  to  you,  that  the  Rufl&iri 
Clergy  wercs  for  the  iftoft  part,  very  ig- 
tiorant.^  I  alfo  fuggelkd,  that  this  genera! 
cenfure  was  not  to  be  received  without  )axv^ 
tation ;  and  that  arxiong  them  were  foAe 
perfons  of  learning,  and  of  greit  n^oderaiioo* 
Some  atteihpts  have  heed  cnade  of  a  very 
laudable  nature,  to  diffemindte  among  the 
people  correfk  and  enlarged  fentiftients  of  re- 
ligion. Of  this  kind  is  a  Catechifm,  whichf 
in  many  paflfages,  not  oftly  breathed  a  liberal 
and  pious  fpirit ;  but  is  eompoGpd  with  much 
fimplicity,  both  of  langi»age  and  m^^nner. 
You  are  fo  much  a  friend  to  any  thing  goody 
en  fob(je£l8  of  fucb  importance^  that  I  per- 

foade 
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fuadc  iftyftif,  you  viill  receive  with  pleifurc 
the  foUowidg  abftraift  of  this  f^ertbrmaoce. 
Befides^  m  ibme  of  the  e:tplanations,  jott 
will,  perhaps,  Bad  fome  alltt^ons  to  the  fnaor 
fiera  of  th^  couotrj^,  that  will  make  ^oa 
knih. 

The  Ruffian  *  CatecJiiiiii  i^  divided  ioto 
Tlirce  Part*.  The  Firft  treats  of  Natural  Re- 
ligfOQ }  the  Second^  of  Revved  j  and  the 
Thtrdi  €f  the  Dlykie  Laws. 

PART      L 

In  the  Firft  t^art  are  considered  the  being 
aod  nature  of  God;  the  creation  of  the  world, 
Mid  lu  preferFation ;  and  the  duty  which 
snail  owes  to  God  as  his  creator  and  governor* 
The  proofs  of  the  exiftence  of  Godj  are  urged 
from  the  oontempiation  of  the  world ;  from 
the  general  copfent  of  all  mankind  j  from  the 
teftimony  of  confcience;  and  from  the  in- 
cite define  of  the  foul  after  perfe£tion.  AT- 
fuming  the  neceffary  exiftence  of  God  a*  « 
principle,  from  it  are  deduced  hb  unity,  eter- 
nity, immateriality,  immortality,  fpiritualityi 
and  confequently  his  wifdom^  truth,  juftice, 

£  e  goodnefSf 
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goodnefs,  and  all  his  other  moral  qualifle^^ 
The  creation  of , the  world  is  then  'briefly 
treated  of  ^  and  the  following  account  given 
us  of  the  origin  of  evil : — -*-Every  thing  iff 
faid  to  be  created  by  God's  wifdom;  never-r 
thelefs  the  befl:  things  may  be  abufed;  a 
fword  may  be  ufed  to  flay  the  innocent,  and 
the  human  underftanding,  may  be  employed 
id  guile.  Man  is  faid  to  have  been  made  af- 
ter the  image  of  God,  with  a  natural  propefi- 
fity  to  good,  and  averfion  to  evil.  The  pro- 
vidence of  God  is  alfo  afTerted ;  and  that  the 
utility  refulting'  tojhankind,  from  the  know- 
ledge of  God  andof  ourfelves,  confifts  in  be- 
getting in  us  confidence  in  God,  arid  refigna- 
tibn  to  his  will;  in  ftrengtheiiing  our  moral 
principles,  and  iii  difpofing  us  to  worfhip 
God.  The  worflrip  of  God  is  faid  to  be  two- 
fold ;  interior,  confifting  in  love,  feaf,  vene- 
ration, and  gratitude  to  God  (  arid;  exterior, 
confiding  in  the  external  forms  of  devotidn. 
Confcience,  however,  is  fa^id  to  inform  us, 
that  our  utmoft  efforts  to  fulfil  the  will  of 
God  are  impetfed ;  and  that  our  only  hope 

is  in  his  mercy.    No  mention  of  original  fin. 

\  .   '         '  ' 

ip  ART 
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PART     II. 

Treating  of  Revealed  Religion,  tt  ia* 
itferved,  that  the  light  of  nature  is  not  alone 
fufficient  for  our  falvation ;  that  falvation  is 
only  had  by  the  gofpel,  which  contains  the 
joyful  tidings  of  our  redemption;  that  reli- 
gion is  thfe  receiving  the  gofpel  in  our  hearts ; 
that  the  great  truths  of  the  gofpel  are.  con- 
tained in  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  and 
are  fummaTily  contained  in  the  Apoftles 
Creed ;  that  by  it  we  are  inftru€ked  in  all  the 
great  doctrines  of  Chriftianity;  that  God  is 
one  in  effence,  but  confifts  of  three  perfons, 
the  Father  eternal,  the  Son,  begot  by  the  Fa- 
ther before  all  ages,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
proceeding  from  the  Father ;  all  three  to  be 
equally  adored  :  that  faith  in  Chrift  is  of  in- 
finite ufe,  by  calming  the  terrors  of  con- 
fcieiice,  and  reprefenting  God  as  merciful  as 
wellasjuft;  that  it  muft  be  an  a(5live  faith, 
turning  us  to  repentance  and  the  true  wor- 
ihip  of  God  ;  that  all  thofe  who  truly  believe, 
conftitute  the  church ;  that  thofe  who  belong 
to  the  church,  are  initiated  by  baptifm;  a 
myfterious  rite,  by  which  the  foul  is  wafhed 
from  fin ;  that  the  Eucharift  is  another  rite, 

E  e  2    -  by 
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by  which  we  teftify  our  faith,  and  by  eating 
bread  and  winr,  myileriou^y  converted  into 
the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift, .  receive  gr^at 
ipiritual  advantages^  and  oblige  oiarfclves  to 
live  i^  udipn  with  the  church  ^  aod  that  the 
care  of  imparling  the  E^hariH;  is  'C6avmkted 
to  the  d^irgy  5  thac  tfoe  church  pofitfffes  Ks^^ket 
&clramiinta>  nhdidn  at  bapti^fffi^  mid  extreme 
undtion  1  that  k  hkih  oibbr  kiftkutieds  fcxr 
ilfte  fake  xy£  ^odd  orddr;  and^  fifiaHy,  that  iU 
whb  x6t  accoirdmg  to  the  ^ofpel^  and  belieyei 
fiiMl  Hfe  t6  f'fntrfortal  Hfe j  ^nd  tbjft  all  wbd 
aft  rn  a  contrary  liiianeri  iSiaH  b^  "et^tmlif 
pufii!£bed. 

PART     li. 

Concerning  the  fubjeds  of  the  laws 
tof  God,  it  is  alTerted,  that  faith,  without 
wofk^f  i%  ineifedual ;  that  we  niufl  not  only 
bdieVe^  but  a^  agreeably  to  the  law  of  God ; 
that  the  will  of  God  is  contained  in  tlie  De* 
calogue  i  that  thofe  wha  fin  againft  the  firft 
comtn&ndmeiit,  are  atheifts ;  Epicureans,  re- 
jedting Providence;  polytheifts;  forcerers,  who 
jlivtoe  by  dreams,  who  obferve  omens,  and 
fir(ar4be  fafi^ity  to  certain  dreffes  and  ton- 

5  fures^ 
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fures ;  h Wnc»  «Rd  fchifip^ticg  j  ^pcj  thofe 
m\\o  dgpcnd  for  all  tjic^r  , welfare  opt  their 
waaltl^  or  op  bMO^an  aid  :  thz^t  the  iqyoc^tioa 
of  faii^u  U  not  fofl^id  hy  this  pommau^ipenc^ 
bee»ufe  they  ^re  invoked  45  ipterceffor*  witlj 
Gq4  and  Cb^ift.  God  is  If  id  tp  be  the  maf" 
ter,  ^ni  tbj?y  are  his  principal  fervaqts ;  but 
tbaf  it  i»  fiufj).!  to  bPWJ^r  them  in  ttieij:  fpflti- 

V4I5  eqijftUy  witb  God.     That  the  fecpa4 

ppmioandnauent  ;§  tr^nfj^reffed  by  thofe  wbP 

lypTfl^ip  gr*ypij  wftgP8 1  by  u^^rer?  af»d  pjQ? 
flig»tC5 }  by  bypocriites,  who  thinj^  they  wpr- 

jbip  Qpd  by  p^n^^cps  apd  feftivity ;  by  fUr 
per^itjpBe  P^ppU,  who  pretend  to  have  inter- 
fpUffe  with  ghofts  }  and,  briefly,  by  all  thofe 
nyljo  bopp  to  g?iij  God's  Ipve  olherwife  than 
l^y  faith  anjd  gppd  work?,     Jh.at  it  is  not  fin- 
ful  to  h^ve  pi6lure$  pf  Chfift  and  of  the 
l^int?^  for  the  piftures   are   not   themfelve^ 
worihipped*  they  Pnly  aid  tb.e  w^njory  and 
jJBjiginatipft  5  bpt  this  pradJ:JAe  is  liable  to  be 
perverted  tp  idolatry.     Th^t  t^e  third  com- 
xpandment    is  tr^nfgrei&d    by  bl^fpheoierst 
perjured  perfpn^^  habitual  fwearers,  fajfe  pro- 
phetSy  and  by  thofe  who  make  ipdecept  re- 
cpieAs  to  God*     That  the  fourth  command- 
mftit  enjoins  the  obferyance  pf  the  Sabbath^ 

Ee.3  and 
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and  of  feftiVals  on  religious  occafions  ;    par- 
ticularly it  enjoins   reft  from-  labour^  and  the 
going  to  church  to  pray ;  it  enjoins  the  giv- 
ing charity,  the  giving  for  the  fupport  of  the 
church  and  its  minifters,  for  hofpitals,  fchools, 
and  for  the  care  of  ftrangers  and  prifoners ; 
that   all  thofe   who  aft   other  wife,  whether 
laity  or  ecclefiaftics,  either  through  impiety, 
or  negligenf e,  or  wailtonnefs,  or  profligacy,  or 
avarice,  tranfgrefs  the  commandment.     That 
the  fifth  commandment  enjoins  reverence  and 
obedience  to  parents,  rulers,  clergy,  teachers, 
benefadors,  and  old  men ;    tfiat  the  diity  of 
parents  is  to  educate  and  inftruft  their  chil- 
dren ;  the  duty  of  children  is  to  fupport  their 
parents  ;  and  to  ad  in  like  manner  in  all  the 
other   relations   above-mentioned;    that   the 
duty  of  fovereigns  is  to  procure   peace  and 
happinefs  to  their  fubjeds,  to  maintain  juftice, 
to  punifti  the  guilty,  and  reward  the  deferv- 
ing,  to  fupport  the  clergy,  and  be  as  fathers 
to  their  people ;  that  the  duty  of  fubjeds  is 
to  love    their   fovereigns  next!  to  God,— to 
obey  them  without  complaint,  to  pay  tribute, 
and,  in  cafe  of  need,  to  give  their  lives  for 
their  fafety  ;  that  the  duty  of  paltors  is  to  m- 
ftru^  mildly  by  precept  and  example;  th^ 

'  duty 
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duty  of  the  flock  to  follow  the  fliepherd  with 
ail  due  refpedt;  that  the  duty  of  matters  is  to 
inftruft  their  fervants,— not  to  overburthen 
them,  nor  to   punifli   them   too  rigoroufly; 
that  the  duty  of  fervants  is  to  fear  their  maf- 
ters  with  filial  fear,  to  obey  without  floth  or 
murmuring,  to  put  up  with  their  ill-humours, 
and  defend  their  honour ;  that  the  duty  of 
the  hufband  is  to  love  bis  wife,  to  correO:  her 
faults  ^^/7//y ;   the  duty  of  the  wife  to  love 
and  revere  her  huiband ;  that  fidelity  is  the 
duty  of  both  ;  that  th^  rich  are  bound  not  to 
be  proud  nor  covetous,  but  liberal,  and  that 
the  poor  are  bound  to  be  honeft  and  induflri^ 
ous  ;  that,  in  general,  we  ought  to  love  and 
.  confult  the  int^reft  of  all  men.      Againft  the 
lixth  commandment    thofe    tranfgrefs   who 
take  |Lway  life  from  themfelves  or  others,  or 
'who  are  acceflbry  to  fuch  crimes,  by  aiding 
or  concealing  the  guilty  ;  alfo  unjuft  judges; 
thofe  who  let  the  poor  die  of  cold  or  hunger  5 
thofe  who  puniih  and  opprefs  their  fervants, 
ib  as  to  kill  them ;    and  ail  ^ho  .encourage 
hatred,  anger,  malice,  envy,  inliumanity,  the 
4ifpofi lions  of  mind  tending  to  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  mankind.     Againft  the  feventh  com- 
mandment all  thofe  tranfgrefs  wlip  ^^re  ;im« 

E  c  4  |>ujre 


^ , 


4H         ANECDOTES   OF   TH5 

pate  ia  ^ny  xn^nrnt  in  tkqught^^  wopdr  qt 
deed;  and  ^It  who  indulge  i^  wgi^tpsb  d'tf- 
ceurfc,  dainliy  liyiag»  smM  d^uchevy,  tfiad*^ 
ing  ta  wcouF^g^  impuirUy. .  Agaiaft  th© 
e%htb  com9]^2|Edment  all  thafe  tr^Orfgrcf&wlm 
rd),  or  fieg^l  ^  zlA  fuperiorg  who  enf)^v«  ;hc  free ; 
force  thofe  ta  fell  who  do  not  chuie  it ;  mh^ 
txa&  a&pre  labcu^r  of  workm^a  thai:^  tbf  y  ^n^ 
gaged  for  s  who  ^e  their  ni^ighbours  goodly 
kwlsi  &c«  at  their  pleafiirei  who  retain  th^ 
lftt>oqreF&  hirt  j  ^o  ^U  thaCr  who  take  ^^ 
vaatag9  of  a  de^tb  tp  raife  the  priqp  pf  pro- 
Tiftoil :  Tvho  i^^a^  \incai^rci,e];itioua  fervice  of 
tbe  poor  \xh^  return  for  fudi^g  the^qi ;  aU  vSi^^ 
r?r$ }  all  thofip  wbo»  ip  fcllipg,  uspoffi  oo  the 
biiiycr?,  hy  vending  danj^ged  goods  j  9U  who 
xob  or  cheat  the  government  or  the  church ; 
all  who  havipg  found  whs^t  h^d  been  loftj 
keep  it  withaut  feeding  the  ow^er;  all  who 
pt3i,6ti(f  fimpny;  ivho  forge  will?  or  ac- 
counts ;   who,  being  rich,  pretend  *hey  are 

poor,  that  ihey  may  get  charity ;  aH  hypo- 
crites^ who  get  money  by  pretending  zeal  $ 
all  flatterers,  who  get  mo^iey  by  iropofing  on 
the  weaknefs  of  otbers9  &:c^  Agaii^  the 
ninth  cammandment  all  liars  and  difFemblera 
tranfgrels.     And  thjs^  teQt;b  cooxmandment  ia 

1^  fnmmary 
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a  fummary  of  the  preceding  ones,  and  prohi- 
bits us  even  from  thinking  finfully.  It  is 
alfo  aflerted,  that  we  cannot  perform  every 
thing  required  of  us  in  thefe  law^  of  our? 
felves,  without  the  grace  of  God,  which  is 
obuioed  by  prayer }  ftnd  that  our  prayefs 
ought  to  be  fprm^d  oi>  tjic  model  Qf  the  LQr4'« 
Prayer. 
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LETTER      UI. 

jiccount  of  a  Circajftan  Princefsy  the  Widow 
of  Donduc  Jimboy  Chan  of  the  Calmuck 

Tartars.  • 


DEAR   SIR, 

A  GREEABLY  to  your  defirc,  I  have  per- 
^^  ufed  Dr.  Cook's  Travels  *  j  and  as  you 
wifh  to  have  my  opinion  concerning  them,  I 
can  affure  you  that,  in  fo  far  as  my  know- 
ledge of  the  fads  he  relates,  or  of  the  man-^ 
ners  he  defcribes,  extends,  he  is  a  writer  of 
ftridl  veracity.  I  agree  with  you  in  thinking 
his  account  of  the  Circaffian  Princefs  very  in- 
terefting ;  and  alfo  in  regretting  that  he  has 
not  fo  united  the  different  circumftances,  as 
that  the  whole  might  be  read  as  a  continued 
ftory,  I  have  endeavoured  to  fupply  this  de- 
fed  ;  and  from  fuch  information  as  I  have' 
coUeded  here,  together  with  his  anecdotes,  I 
have    formed    the   following   uninterrupted 

*  Travels  and  Voyages  through  the  RuHian  Empire,  &c* 
by  J.  Cook,  M,  D. 

Narrative* 
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Narrative.  In  an  evenings  during  the  bad 
weather,  and  your  prefent  folitudc  in  Ac 
country,  it  may  perhaps  amufe  you. 


THE  CALMUCK  TARTARS  inhabit, 
'Or  rather  frequent,  that  country  which  lies 
between  the  Cafpian  and  Euxine  Seas ; 
bounded  on  the  fouth  by  CircafEa,  on  the 
north  by  the  dominions  of  Ruffia,  on  the 
caft  by  the  Cafpian  Sea  and  the  Volga,  and 
on  the  weft  by  the  river  Don  and  the  Sea  of 
Afoph.  They  have  no  fixed  habitation,  but 
live  chiefly  in  tents  ;  and  fubfift  by  depreda^ 
tion,  or  by  the  pafturage  of  cattle.  They 
pretend  they  are  an  independent  nation;  yet, 
if  they  are  not  abfolutely  governed,  their 
counfels  are  much  influenced  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Ruffians. 

In  the  reign  of  the  Emprefs  Anna  Ivanowna, 
the  Court  of  Ruffia,  by  endeavouring  to  pre- 
vail with  the  Calmucks  to  betake  themfelves 
to  agriculture,  and  live  in  fixed  habitations, 
wanted  to  reduce  them  to  ftill  greater  fubjcc- 
tion.  In  this  attempt,  Donduc  Ambo,  the 
Chan  of  the  Tartars,  gave  them  great  bppofi- 

6  tion* 
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tiftB* "  Tfec  Ruffiao  miniftry,  therefore,  rer 
U^red  i^  deprive  him  of  bis  ibvercignty,  and 
fubftitute  Dondufi  D»iheci»  yifkfkx  th^y  tmr 
ceived,  would  give  them  Icfs  oppofition,  in 
his  place.  But  the  wifilom  and  valour  of  the 
MigOMig  prittc^  rett(}cred  thw  ^m  abprtive. 
Hn  WWa  uever thelefs^  fp  feofiW«  pf  hi?  daflr 
g«r»  »nd  fo  juftly  appreh^nfive  of  thp  fijture 
»»c^ipatioas  of  th?  HMfTwn  Courf,  tH^t  \\c 
pff  v»ikd  with  his  ng^ion  \q  leavp  \h^  regipj>? 
|b«y  had  forrocily  occiipie4<  and  iwigr^tf  mto 
Cuhno-Tiirtary,  Thi%  qoyintFy  is  fituawd  oj> 
thft  ibuth  fide  of  the  FaIqs  ]Vf  Qsoti^  or  Si^^  pf 
Alight  16  feparated  from  Crimea  by  ihp 
^raits  of  Taman,  aad  ifs  inhabitafits,  the 
Cub^in  Tartarsi  are  depeodAOift  ea  ih?  Otto^ 
0140  Pofie. 

The  reception,  howev^r|    which  Donduc 

Ambo  met  with  from  the  Turks,  and  the 

Tartars  of  Cuban»  not  having  a;i fwf re4  his 

expedatioQS,  he  detefmi;ied  to  eni^r9^9  (he 

6rft  opportunity  of  peruiiiiiBg  hirofelfj  op. 

hoQourabld  terms,  with  Ruflia,  and  of  retum- 

iflg  to  the  banlU  of  the  Volga.     This  oppor^ 

ttinity  foon  occurred.      For  a  w»r  h?vipg 

m{§^  between  the  Turks  and  the  Ruffiaq^i 

^  he 
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he  kcrew  that  the  affiftatioe  of  hk  v^im, 
would  be  of  great  i^dftaQ^e  t/ti  fikher  fide ) 
and  offered  Wte  friehdtfeip  to  the  Emp«fe  iy( 
RiS#2K  An  bgfee<rftefit  took  pkte  bet#eea 
t-h^lft :  k  w*3  ftipolated,  that  the  Cairttudts 
fliould  rettirn  to  tlie  neighbburbood  of  Aftfa* 
daft  5  that  Ddtodttt  Ambo  fliouM  be  theit  ac- 
ItticMleAgeA  fot^erttgn ;  and  that  ht  fkOxAA 
affift  the  Rufliacrs  Iwrith  fofty  6r  fifty  tJ^otffattd 
men.     The  Emprefs  ratified  the  league  by 

prefetits  feftt  to  the  Caltfiuck  Chan*. — 
Amottrg  rtiefe  Wfire  two  bfeautifdl  t>rifs  caft- 
ftCtt,  6f  Two  (St  thfefe  pdflnders,  and  a  fcyftie- 
tfel:  'tirith  a  hilt  of  gold,  ftudded  With  precious 
ftones.  He  feized  an  early  opportunity  of 
putting  his  fcymeter  to  the  proof,;  for  the 
Cuban  Tartars,  ^ho  had  treated  him  with 
little  friendlhip,  during  his  fojourn  among 
them,  liaving  purfued  him  with  hoftile  inten- 
tions at  his  departure^  he  fell  upon  them 
^itli  great  fury,  and  cut  off  the  flower  of  their 
army. 

Not  lottg  aftef,  about  fhe  tlffle  jjeacfe%» 
concluded  between  the  Tufks  ahd'the ^tff- 
fiJKds,  Donduc  Ambodrefd.     Ob  bis^^eaie, 

•  Dr.  Cook. 

the 


430         ANECDOTES   OF  THE 

the  Ruffian  Miniftry  refumcd  their  favourite 
defign  of  abridging  the  independence  of  thc^ 
Calmuck  nation;  For  this  purpofe,  they 
again  attempted  to  inveft  Donduc  Dafhee, 
"whom  Anna  Ivanowna  had  maintained  in  a 
princely  manner  in  the  city  of  Cafan,  witk 
the  fovereign  authority.  But  they  met  with 
unexpedled  refiftance  in  the  widow  of  Don- 
duc Ambo^  the  former  Chan. 

This  Prlncefs  was  a  Circaffian  of  illuftrious 
lineage ;  and  not  more  diftinguiihed  for  her 
beauty»  which  was  eminent  even  in  Circaffia, 
than  for  her  virtues.  She  was  the  mother 
of  five  children ;  and  though  they  were  yet 
in  their  infancy,  fhe  determined  to  aflert 
dieir  right  to  the  fovereignty  enjoyed  by 
their  father.  Therefore,  finding  herfelf  in 
danger  from  the  ambition  of  Donduc  Pafhee, 
and  the  contrivances  of  the  Ruffiaht,  fhe 
fymmoned  the  Calmuck  chiefs  to  her  tent. 
She  reprefented  to  them  the  attempt  made  on 
their  independence  j  the  unworthy  condud 
pf  Donduc  Dafliee,  who  would  facrifice  the 
jntereft  of  his  people  to  his  ambition ;  the 
xnagnanimous  virtues  of  their  former  Chan ; 
his  attachment  to  the  dignity  of  the  Calmuck 

nation ; 


RUSSIAN    EMPIRE.'  431 

]gatK>n ;  the  b^lplefs  (late  of  his  family  ;  and 
the  confidence  ihe  repofed  in  the  care  they 
would  have  of, ^^r  children.  Her  beauty, 
heightened  by  her  diftrefs,  added  force  to  her 
eloquence.  The  Tartar  leaders  entered 
wjtrmly  into  her  interefts ;  and  declared,  that 
none  but  the  progeny  of  Donduc  Ambo 
fhould  be  their  Sovereigns.  Thus  the  Prin- 
.cefs,  finding  herfelf  at  the  head  of  at  leaft  forty 
thoufand  men,  who  had  fought  the  battles  of 
her  hufband,  and  were  now  devoted  to  her 
family,  having  encamped  for  fome  time  nigh 
the  banks  of  the  Volga,  retired,  during  the 
winter,  to  the  borders  of  Circaffia. 

Meantime  the  Ruffians  in  the  fouthera 
provinces  became  apprehenfive  of  a  vifit  from 
Kouli-chan,  the  tyrant  of  Perfia,  no  lefs  fa* 
mous  for  his  conquefts,  than  abhorred  for  his 
cruelty.  Confcious  too,  of  their  having  ir- 
ritated the  Calniuck  Princefs,  they  vvere 
afraid,  that,  in  cafe  of  an  invafion,  the  Tar- 
tars would  co-operate  with  the  Perfians.  It 
was  determined,  therefore,  that  every  engine 
ithould  be  employed  to  depriye'her  of  her  au- 
thority;  and  Donduc  Dafliee,  with  thofe 
Tartars  who  adhered  to  him,  entertained  the 

moft 
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thcA  fatigaine  eitpeaMiOftB  (^  ttnnp^itg 
tbeit  4«fign«.    For  though  the  Emprefe  Amia 

ed  in  thi«  fmrttetrinr  iato  kei-  vie*s.  Btrt  th* 
tigiluM  Ctfciiffian  was  kwatt  of  her  dirt^get. 
She  WA*  apprchcnfive  Id*  At  Gft^aelW  ott 
fl^  river  Don,  uniting  Tfrith  fomc  (Sttaffisrns 
Who  had  bttn  brought  ovet  to  the  Intettrfb 
df  frer  ijppofients,  wouW  either  betMy  her  hftd 
the  hatid^  of  the  Riiftians)  or  «hl^  h»  4d 
felinquiih  her  &trthdrk;)r-  Sh«  thSftJbM 
♦withdrew,  ttry  eariy  in  tTiefpritfj^^^te  iht 
eaAerti  fide  ef  the  Volga.  Here  flbtf  Walf%i  left 
danger  of  being  farroundeff  Htf  fiier  "aJvtria- 
lies ;  and  in  cafe  of  their  perfifling  ^\  their 
opprefEon,  flie  could  betake  herfelF  for  pro- 
te^ion  to  the  great  nation  of  Black  Cal- 
muck<,  who  frequent  the  vaft  continent  be- 
tween the  Cafpian  Sea  and  the  Wall  of  China. 
She  flattered  herfelf  with  meeting  with  a 
more  friendly  reception  from  them,  as  they 
were  probably  of  the  fame  origin  with  the 
Weftern  Calmucks,  and  of  fimilar  manners, 
particularly  a«  to  religious  opinions,  than 
her  hufband  hadeKperienced  among  the  Tar- 
tars of  Cuban. 


In 


J 


In  the  nj^^fli  tifne  DandJic  DaUiep  having 
reqeived  msiny  .afTufAUceiS  iJbat  ihc  Calamc^ 
Princefs  wa?  ^wd  of  hixn,  ?tqd  would,  pa 
<be  firft  ^ppes^r^nce  pf  force,  gjye  up  tjbf - 
<^ntf  ft,  kft  G^aa  with  ^  ^rpiy  of  five  thoa- 
.  j(4«d  Jpeii^  pjftd  pwrfued  hpr  ipto  the  defar^ 
ifjavixig  ,ov.ertfikei|  her  iq  l;i,er  m^reh,  he  svas 
^(iy^^ng  boldly  to  the  Tafftstr  .(;amj),  Hcr^ 
Jhe  w%s  »et  bj  fon^e  QalrpjAc]k  .chiefs,  y^w  in^- 
forflifidbim,  Ihart&je  P.riA<:eft  infifl:ed  on  hit 
^dv,auping  po  f^irther  ;  byt  tha^t.  fljje  w^?  vsfilU 
iog  to/Cfltt^cjpf?  wUh  .9iiy  Comipifliofte^  wboijpi 
Jhc  fhoi^'  '^^g^ipt  to  tT^arof  the  iolefe^ft?  of 
the  Calmi|c|f'^5BJwi9ji»  He  accordingly  fcnf 
one  of  bis  friends,  acquainting  her,  that  the 
Emprefs  expelled  Ae  woufld  refign  her  au- 
thority to'him;  and  thatAeand^ her  children 
might  depend  on  having  fucH  provifion  made 
for  them,  is  uiited  their  Ingli  rant  and  con- 
dition. The  Princefs,  wlio  was  only  dcfirous 
of  gaining  time,  and  obtaining  informatioa 
concerning  the  force  he  had  brought  againft 
?ier;  anfwered,'  thatt  it  was  t4ien  late,  and  tlia? 
next  m^iftrtiitig  ^  they  fhould'  adjuft  their  dif- 
ferences'*."-   lu'^thc  nigfct  fhe  confulted  with 

hcc 

*  If  tlie  Calmnck  Princefs  be  thaoght  to  ipcur  blame  in 
(hit  part  of  her  condud,  and  if  it  can  be  removed  or  leHened 

ff  by 
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cFer  chierFtairis ;  fhe  found  tliem  refolute;  and 
"nekT  mtirning,  by  fun-rife,  (he  appeared  on 
^K'orfeback  at  the  Head  of  her  army.     She  fell 
Sapon   EfonduC  Daftiee.      His   live  thoufand 
lii'en   made '  a   gallant    defence ;    but,   over- 
powered by  numbers,   th^  ■  grekteft  part  of 
them  were  ptit  to  the  fword.     Intelligence  of 
4his  fatal  conflict  was  brousrht  to  Aftracan 
i>y  a  Tartar  att^clied  to  Donduc  Dafhee.    He 
was  a  perfon  of  fome  diftin(5libn  :    had  with 
liini  neither  l)0w  nor  fcymeter,  nor  any  other 
.Weapon  than  a  battle-axe*.     He  flied  a  tor- 
rent of  tears;  and  faid,  his  f^'<^s  and  the 

•»  •  r  ..       .    .     ^  ^  , 

Calmuck  Prince  were  certainly  flain. 

.  Vafilee  NikititB  TatifliofF  .was  at  that  time 
.Governor  of  Aftr^Qaj:^*.;  He  was.  a  coofum- 
mate  politician  ;-  and  had  diilinguiihed  him* 
felf  at.  the  acceffion  of  the  Emprefs'Anna,  by 
bafHing  the  defigns  of  the  Ruffian  rioblemen,. 
who  vvanted  to  impdfe  fome  terms  on  their 
Sovereign,  and' reftridt  her  power*  .He  was 
indjeed  well  fuited  to  promote  the  views  of  an 
abfolute  Prince^  Totally  unprincipled,  he 
Jaugbed  at  every  facred  tie ;  .  and  being  ad* 

by  authority,  an  apologiil  may  fay  for  her»  that  the  (Iratagcoi 
ihe  pra^fed  was  iimilar  to  one. pra^ifed  again fl.  the  Cartha- 
ginians by  Scipio  African  us. 


« 
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Sidled  to  ftudy,  he  could  fupport  hia  inrmoral 
Of  irreligious  ^maxims,  by  the  teafonings  of 
thofe  writiers  who  gave  countenance  to  his 
opinions*.  He  poffeffed,^  at  the  fame*  time, 
all  the  penetration.*  craft;  and  dexterity  ne- 
ccflary  for  the  fervicei  to  which  he  was 
tailed.  :        • 

After  the  difcomfiture  of  Donduc  Dafhee, 

the  Calmuck  Princefs  returned  ta  the  coi|ntry 

iifually  frequented  by  her  nation,  between  \tie 

Don  and  the  Volga ;  and  there  was  reafon  t6 

believe,  ffiat  flic  intended,  in  dafe  of  any  fu- 

'tiire  alfaufF;Vo  put  herfelf  and  her  childrea 

under  the  proteftidn  of  the  Perfian  Monarcli'. 

It  was  rieceflkry,    therfefbre,    that  Tatiflioff 

fhoiild  lofe  no  time  in  executing  the  defigns 

of  his   Sbvereign.      He  was  fully  fatisfietd, 

fi  nee,  the  defeat  of  Donduc  Dafliee,  that  open 

violence  was  not  to  be  attempted  ;  add  had 

recourfe  to  fuch  meafures  as  were  better  fuit- 

ed  to  his  charader.      Trufting  to  his  addrefs 

in  difcerning,  and  adapting  himfelf  to  thte 

weaknefs  of  the  female  conftitution,  he  ferit 

her  magnificent  prefents;  he  faid  they  were 

from  the  Ruffian  Emprefs ;    he  afFeded  to 

difapprove  of  her  rival;  and,  finally,  he  af- 

♦  Dr.  Cook. 

F  f  2  fured 
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fured  her,  thai  his  S0V«r€ig4i|  fcom  the  high 
dpiaioQ  ihe  entertained  of  her  ineritS)  had 
appointed  hex  governor  of  A{lra<;an.  He  in«- 
forcfied  her,  that,  he  was  ready  to  obey  her 
coiiimand«4  md  that  ,  her  power  in  that 
fo^i^nuy  woul^'  hp  inferioi:  only  t;o  that  of 
Elizabeth  Petrowna.  In  order  ftill  farther  to 
impofe  on  her  ^credulity,  he  forged  letters  as 
|x.om  the  Eq\pr*efs ;  and  fent  looie  oflBcers  of 
diftindion  CO,  affure  her,  tha,t  the  great  pa- 
^ce  in  the  qts^de)^  and  the  palace  built  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  city  by  Peter  the  Greati 
were  r'eady  for  her  reception.  He  told  her, 
that  all  jFcfpe<l  fliould  be  fliown  her  as  if  ihe 
were  Sovereign  of  the  country;  and  that  her 
.new  fubjeds  were  impatient  t9  fee  her  inveft- 
cd  with  the  badges  of  her  authority^ 

The  Prwicefsj^  in  evil  liour,  was  feduced. 
She  quitti^d  her  retreat,  and  arrived  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Aftracan.  Tatifhoff  wait- 
tA  upon  her  in  her  tent.  He  threw  himfelf 
on  his  knee€  before  her,  and  feemed  to  ratify, 
by  the  ardour  of  his  proteftations,  the  fincerity 
of  his  profeflions.  Accordingly  a  day  was 
fixed  for  her  public  entry  into  the  city.  Four 
ihoufand  men  were  drawn  up  in  the  ilreet, 

forming 
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formiiig  a  lane  from^  the  g^te  to  the  citadd. 
Catinons  were  fired,  drums  beat,  bi&lls  rung, 
at>d  the  whole  city-  feeitied  to  be  filled  with 
j^y  and  congratulation*.  The  Pnnceft 
walk^  on  foot,  attended  by  forty  Calmiicjfs, 
thrrihief  men  of  her  nation.  Tati(hofF  and 
Jlie  offieers  appeared  in  her  retinue.  The 
dignity  of  her  perfon,  and  the  beauty  of  her 
cduntenarice,(  excited  the  admiration  of  the 
aflfembled  mukitade.  The  cenfcioufncfs  of 
bar i  own  integrity,  and  the  belief  that  hejr 
fpiritfid  es^er/itmSy  in  behalf  of  her  faovilyi 
bad  procured  her  this  diftin<^iofi  as  the  re^ 
ward  of  her  virtues^  gave  additional  dignity 
to  her  appearance.  Sb^  little  kndw  that  ihf 
bad  fallen  into  a  treacherous  fnare^ 

A  magnificent  entertainn*en<  w*#  provide4 
for  her  in  the  great  halK  Jo  ihi  ^qnftjp,  Sb^ 
waa  feated  at  the  head  ^f  the  table ;  fin4 
while  TatifhoflFfat  at  the  €190^  her  forty  Cal'^ 
mucks  todk  their  plai:es  on  ea^jh  fiiig  o^  her? 
Every  thing  was  cjonduftc^  with  the  wtmoflt 
fplendour.  Tatifhoff  wa3  ,  overjoyei^  j  ancf 
i^p  unfufjf^ipg  Pirincd^  was  tpp  fopfi  in- 

•  ^  Dr.  Coot, 
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formed,  that  his  joy  arofc  from  a  very  difJ- 
ferent  caufe  than  what  fhe  apprehended^ 
For,  after  dinner,  on  preleace  of  fome.bufi* 
'  nefs,  he  requefted  her  tp  go  afide  with ;  him 
into  an  adjoining  gallery^  She  went  along 
with  him  unattended^  Thegallery  had  three 
doors ;  pnp  at  e^ch  end,  and  one  froai>  tlie. 

« 

ball.     She  had  po  fooqer  entered  than  the 

doors  were  flmt :  two  grenadiers,  with  fcrew-^ 

ed  bayonets,  had  b?en  pUced  by  every  one  of 

them  oil  thejnfide.;    and  fhe  wae  informed^; 

in   t^>eir  prefeoce,.  of  Tatiflioff-a  perfidious 

putpofe.     He  told  her  not  to  be  alarmed^  for 

that  no  hirm  was  intended  againft  her  lifit,*  or 

that  of  her  children;    but  that  flie  muft  be 

prevailed  with  to.:  refigu:  her    authority    to 

Donduc  Dafliee ;    and  that  if  her  attending 

Calmucks  made  any  *refiftantey  it  would  prove 

fatal  both  to  hei:  and  to  them.^  The  aftonifh- 

inent,vthe  referitmeht,'  and  thi  anguifii  of  the 

Princefs,  were  no  doubt  exceffive.     Yet  thefc 

emotions  did  not  deprive  her  of  recolIe6tion, 

ixpr  of  the  fijnfe  of  her  own  dignity.     Her 

tdiidH<^  i^  this'cfiticiarfituation  was  fuch,  as 

did  hot  alter  the  circumftances  of  her  fate, 

but   very   much  leffened,  if  it  did  not  en^ 

Rifely  deftroy,  the  triumph  of  her  betrayer, 


vK,'''r       '•'■'•■ 


Slic  UpbrardcdJ  hifti  -whh  liib  rrcachery';  .fcut' 
abfolved  th€  *Erfiprefe*  frorA  miy  ^ (hare ^in^  his; 
guilt :  ftie  rcdfoned  Concerning  the  prppcietyi 
of  his  political  ^Ofichi (ft ;  fhe  feprefented.  tO| 
him  ihsit  .her  children  were  ijtit:iaaually..Aa/ 
his  power;  th^  *lbe  iiad  givmi  general  jp-^i 
ftrudions  to  the Calmucks, .who  had  thcnjia- 
charge,^ never/ even- at  ber  reqoeft,  an:w,h^.tforf 
ever  citcumftartco;flie  iftrght  be^  to  give  th^Jft 
dut  of  their  hands;  and  th-at  anj^  violencft 
done' to  them^would  for  ever  alienate ;  the 
Calmucfc  natioa' from  the  intereft^.of  Ruffia.. 
She  told  him  moreover,  that  fhe  acquiefced^ 
in  her  fate;  flie  faw  it  was  in  vain  to  con- 
tend ;  but- that  if  Ihe  wer«  allowsed  to.  cQiifer 
with*  her  *army,'  fh«  would  be  able  tO;d}fpofe 
them  to  fuch  an-  accommodation  as  w^^ 
equally  cOftflftent  with  their  honour,  andthq 
interefts' of  the 'Rib  (San  empire.  She  added 
more  prevaJliHg  ^eaticementsr— her  tears  flow-^^ 
ed  in  abundance,  and  :with  cffedlual  power. 
A  fympathetic  emotion  feized  the  heart  of 
Tatiflioff ;  he  was  bnprincipled — but  not  in- 
fenfible":  and  in  that  fufceptible  moment  he 
yielded  to  her  enti^aty.  The  Princefs's  at* 
tendants  received  no  information  concerning 
this   unexpeded  buunefs   till  they  retiurned 

F  f  4  with 
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\vith  her  to  the  CJilnJUck  jedmj^.-^Tati&oil^ 
in  the  mead  time,  was  n(»^  faeniireiy  over^-] 
come  fay  hi»  feelings^  as  qot  to  attend  to  fomq 
prudential  coniideratioiiis ;  and  he  fent  alefng 
:^ith  the  Prince^  a  guard  off  aboye  fire  hun« 
dred  mein*  They  \frere  .c3m:mtoded  by  hi$ 
fOn;  and  armed  in  the  (iompleteft  matitier^ 
It  would  appear^  that  the  Tartar  fprcesi  on 
tfeU  ddcafion^  wcfrc  not  vety  numerousy  elfij 
(h^y  wauld  hate  refcued  th«  Princefs  fron^ 
the  hkiS&6  of  the  Ruffians.  But  this,  upod 
the  pref6nt  occafion,  they  were  unable  tO 
(tJcecuti* 

The  Priftccfs,  6n  returning  to  her  eQcamp^ 
fiigfit)  loft  n6  time  in  accoi«vpli(hing  the  flight 
df  hef  childreh  :  flie  horfelfwas  taking  raea< 
ditti  f<$r  her  o^n  efeape ;  wae  tn'ountuig  hec 
liorfe  at  iSnidmgbt ;  waa  difc^vered ;  and  kept 
afterwards  in  clofer  confinemeot.  In  thia 
fituationi  however,  exulting  inwardly  in  the 
fuppofed  fafety  of  her  children,  file  appeared 
father  with  the  dignified  fiknct  df  fallen 
tnajifty,  than  with  the  pllayititc  forrow  of 
ajli<aed  weikncf^.  By  the  digrtity  of  her 
deportment  fhe  aw^d  the  foywardnet^  of 
young  TatifllofF,  who  was  firfpeiied  of  hav* 

ing 
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lag  ofFered  her  infult ;  and  cofnpeUcd  him^ 
\>j  h^r  indignant  reftrve,  W  b^haVe  with.hu^ 
iniltating  didaoce. 

Meantime  tl»e  Governor  of  Aftracan  re- 
pented him  of  his  fenfibility.  The  gene* 
rality  of  mankind  who  fufFer  felf-condemnar 
tlon,  are  afHided  on  account  of  their  errors; 
but  TatiftiofF  fufFered  felf-jcondemnation  for 
having  given  indulgence  to  fomewhat  of  n 
generous  emotion.  He  argued,  he  intreated^ 
he  folicited  his  captive  (for»  though  in  the 
Tartar  camp,  (he  was  ftill  his  captive),  to 
learn  from  her  what  (he  had  done  with  her 
children.  He  Tent  troops  in  purfuit  of  them  | 
be  Icoured  the  defart  with  his  Coflacks }  but 
in  viin.  She  {miled  at  his  diftrefs :  ihe  told 
tim  he  might  do  with  her  what  he  pleafed ; 
but  the  children  of  Donduc  Ambo  were  no 
longer  in  his  power.  His  chagrin  preyed  on 
his  conftitution ;  his  fleep  and  his  appetite 
left  him ;  he  durft  not,  for  fear  of  making 
the  whole  Calmuck  nation  revolt,  ufe  the 
jPriiicefs  with  inhumanity ;  yet  he  was  deeply 
mortified,  and  covered  With  fhame  for  his 
diiappointment. 

Netefthelefi 
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.  Nevijrthelefs  he  was  too  Toon  relieved  from 
this,  merited  affliction.     The  young  Princes 
•were  indeed  under  the  prote^ion  of  a  nume*- 
rous  body  of  Calmucks,  who  were  determin- 
cd    to  defend   them.      But  they  were    no 
longer  defended  by  the  wifdom,  the  vigilance, 
and  afFeftion  of  their  mother.      They  fell* 
at  length  into  the  hands  of  their  enemy  ;  and 
were  fent,  along  with  the  Priticefs,  under  a 
ftrong  guard,  to  Mofcow.     They  were  treat- 
ed there  with  the  utmoft  refpeft.     The  Em- 
prefs  gave  them  'ample  pofleflions ;  (he  vifit- 
ed  the  Princefs  ;  and  did  every  thing  in  her 
power   to  .  render  .  her    fituation   agreeable. 
Virtuous,   amiable,,  and  refpeded,   the  Cal- 
miick  Princefs'  enjoyed  as  much  felicity  asi 
tvas  confident  with  the.  remeqibrance'  of  her 
former  condition^      Somp  circumftances  of 
hidr  ftory  refemble  that  of  Zenobia,   the  fa- 
mous Queen  of  Palmyra;  and  thofe  particu- 
lars, iii  which  there  is  any  difFerence,  do  ho- 
nour to  the  fair  CircafEan, 

»  *  -  _ 

'   It  does  riot   apjpear  that  Donduc  Dafliee 

was  able,  or  perhaps  entirely  willing,  to  ac- 

complifti  the  change  fo  much  defired  by  the 

Ruffians,  in  the  manners  of  the  Calmuck  na- 
tion. 


«  * 
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lion.     Nor  is  it  ptobable,  that  Tatiflioi9F  had 
much  reafon  to  rejoice  in  his   ihi pious,  ma- 
xims. Succefsful  in  one  perfioious  entetprizei 
he  attempted  others  i   and  while  he  fupport- 
ed,  as  he  apprehended,  the  interefts  of  the 
empire,  he  was  not  inattentive  to  his  own 
private  emoluments.     He  became  folicitous 
of  amaffing  wealth.     Selfifh  and    unprinci- 
pled, he  proceeded  from  injuftice  to  violence 
and  inhumanity.     Among  other  enormities, 
he  plundered  and  put  to  death  an  Armenian 
merchant.     The  affair  was  reprefented  at  St. 
Peteriburgh,     Enquiry  was  made;    and  his 
guilt  appeared  fo  manifeft,  that  he  was  di« 
veiled  of  his  command,  and  confined  to  a  vil- 
lage  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mofcow.     He 
endeavoured  to  get  an  audience  of  his  Sove- 
reign }  and  did  not  doubt  but  that  his  infi- 
nuation  and  addrefs  would  procure  him  for- 
givencfs.     But  thofe  who  were  interefted  in 
his  fall  oppofed  the  means  of  his  reftoration. 
Once,  in  the  difguife  of  a  foldier,  he  had  al- 
moft  reached  the  palace ;  but  was  detected, 
dragged  away,  and  fent  back  to  his  place  of 
confinement.      He   did   not   die     a    violent 
death ;   but,  poffefled  of  keen  fenfibility,  he 
fyfFered  pangs  more  excruciating  than   the 

pain 


«44 


ANECDOTES  Of   THE 


pain  perhapf  of  fuch  a  death.  Devoured 
^ith  chagrinf  he  blafphemed  heavens  fpoke 
treafoD  againft  his  Sovereign^  calumniated  all 
inen,  piae4  ^^  4iicpatcnt,  and  died  of  ve)»^ 
lion* 


4  • 
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^  PiJlitentiat^DijieTnper  In  JZtiJJta. — The  MaJ^ 
J  acre  ofjhi  Arch^ijho^^  of,  Mojcoiv. 
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/I.  i^iSTilBNTIAL  difteaafjer.  ^%^^'^ 
x\.  feveiaj.  «»i90Jtbaj, J>eea  raging  at  Me% 
cow,  and  in  ttie  ii^ig^ourhoodf  It  bad  t^i^ 
<;$k<i»aHiQi(^tf4  ffrpm  the,  .axfuys,  and  brp^* 

p«  in , t!K,^wy  fir#tw. , ,  ^^ ,  ?a3«^es,^;ye 
|«en  chiefly- «M»fioed  to  tbcJa^w^x  rank3i  joof 
ha3  4t  cf^er  rappeajred  very .  fp^wnidable  y,berc 
p«»ple,  hi^v^,  ufcd . tiif  .p^-ojjcr  ||»|;^cautipn§^(^f 

clcanlinef8«wJ«pod  ai^.,fp^re.VJew^if.  r',baY|^ 
not  heard  any  good  account  of  the  fymptoms, 

or  Sittnm  1^1  M\^.  dB?^]^^^f;fljyiftM•dels, -(^er 
itMoMhat  liw;  w>fort»n|ijt^  pwfrp*  wbo.aT* 
Ibned  inritk  il^  rAte  rfk^  apSi$4]^^itb  /laru«^ 

ii-  I  fuppuratc; 
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fuppurate ;  and  are  tormented  with  excrucia^ 
ting  pain  in  the  bowels.  They  ufually  die 
in  three  or  four  days :  and  fo  furious  was 
this  diftemper  fpr  above  tw^months  in  the 
antient  metropolis  of  this  empire,  that  a  thou« 
fand  perfons  ace  faid  to  haveperilhed  daily. 

Its  progrefs  was  encouraged  by  the  impro- 
per treatment  of  the  difeafed.  Hundreds  of 
fick  perfons  were  unmercifully  crowded  int6 
peH^hoiifes,  and  there  left  to  themfelves. 
Whenever  any  perfon  was  fufpeded  of  hav- 
ing the  plague,  he  was  torn  frttm  his  -  familyr 
fhtit'  up'  with'  a  tnuititude  ^  of '  loathfbme 
wretches^  and,  thns  abandoned  by  the  world, 
lie  was  givefl  up  to  defpair;  Gf  confequeQce» 
few  that  were  confined  ever  recovered  :  and 
as  no  one,  at  the  beginning  of  the  diforder, 
thoiight  of  burning  the  clothes  of  thbfe  who 
died,  the  contagioa  fpread  very  faft. 

'  Perfons  of  diftindion,  and  even  fome  per- 
fons in  authority^  fled  to  the  couMry.  Num-^ 
h^h  riots  enfiied ;  and  inhumaa  robberies 
^iHi  faid  to  havelbeto  commktied  Oneihocking 
fpedes  of  oppreffion  is  reported  to.  Jhave  been 
l^radlifed  by  ioiA^  inferior  offittw  U  they  bore 
/  ^  '     \  iU-will 
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ill-'willagainft  Any>oi?ei  or'wanlteA  al^ib'e,  they 
threatened  toacciifehim  of ihavSng^thc  plague* 
The  plague  itfelf -^aisi^not  ,more  foitmjdable  to 
the  pOoi»> people/ :tlian  the  inhun^ahity  with 
^hich  the*  fick^  were  treated ;  and  raihcr  thair 
fubmit  to  it,  they  gave,  all  they -hail  ^to  fatisfy 
theavarice  of  their  rapacious  tyranta:^:  The 
coofbqiience  of  titis  was,  that:maqy::perfon8 
•a^ually-  difeafed'iweftt  about'  at.  large; '  and 
tn'any  i«  g^o^  healtfi  buffered ^Jdre^dfiil  cori- 
fidement.  '"  ^' -  r  ^^     '  "  •.  --az  ;."^-    f 

t?  Mfeantftne  th^-peftiknce  beeamei'md^eiattd 
:ino^e  violfent,  fo  th&t  the  people -wi^refdfiveti 
t<>di[ftfa€bioH ; '  iildl-'f«<teiving  Jittle/dfliftance 
frora'their  rulersi  thcyvhadli^oarfe  ito  fuper-i^ 
^ftkion.  A  certain  in^age  of  the  JV!irgi»  Mary 
■v^aB  reported,  by  forae  '  mercenary  :  prieftst,  to 
^poflefs  lingular  effic&cyin:  curing. krid,prer- 
venting  the  diftemfer...  .  Crpwdsrihoth.of 
healthy ! and.difeafed .  perfons  floc}?e^4:ta  this 
Hallowed  phy  fiqianV  .nor.  iwere  they  .niggardly 
in*  their  gifts  ahd  oblaijions. :  So:  that  fame  of 
tKfe  inferior  clergy,:no  'kfs  thab  ^:tfte  inferior 
ofiitfetfr,' derived  rnlrmnan  gains  from  the  mi- 
feriei  <!>f  thei^  fellow-  citizens. 

5  Ambrofjus, 
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Ambrofius,  Archbifhop  of  M€&ow»  i  maii 
of  gre«t  wotth  and  liberality  of  fcntiiBMnU 
dreading  the  xonfcqucnces,  aod  ibocfeed  At  K^ 
inhumanity  of  this  infauMus  condu<3;,  CDdM^* 
voured^  by  removing  the  pidure^  to  iptMtnt 
it.  Tht$9  howener,  produced  an  eStdt  wry 
difiSerent  from  wfaat  he  expeSed.  The  people 
vrene  eni^ged;  tfaeijr  rage  ytm  exafpeitated 
by  the  iiiAigatio0  of  iht  prkfts ;  tiidy  ti> 
claimed  that  the  ar cbbiibop  irai^  a  Jeir  ajad  « 

heretic ;  and  that  he  was  engaged  in  a  bsWA 
confpiracy  with  the  phyficians  and  furgeons, 
tgaioft  mh^m  tbeir  mftniS^  wfts  alio  Ji;»9ii)f ed, 
to  deftroy  tbem*  Jo  this  furipos  fta$«  of 
SDiftd^^QUt  ten  tboofimd  of  tbfn^ntfh  tur 
niiit  aod  i^utcry^  furrouaded  a  •chwibb  wdbfft 
the  good  archbHhop  was  performing  sfitAj 
And  ptttiiing  up  prayeca  for  their  if!i«l£tf». 
Tfa^y  iniifted  that  h^  flxxuld  comft  out*  m4 
x«(lore  to  them  their  fa^rourite  idol  The 
^cneralbk  man  appeared  c  he  was  arryyied  la 
the  ibiemn  garb  of  hie  ofBce ;  ble  gny  hair 
vas  crowned  with  a  mitre ;  he  faore>  oti  hti 
mrm  a  crofs ;  iie  flood  joq  famie  fkps  on  iht 
outfide  of  the  church ;  aaid  was  9^H>u%  fpjid^ 
drefs  them.     Tbey  fi;li  upon  \fyA$  md  imt 

him 
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i\lm  in,  pieces.  I?.endcred  frantic  bj  th^ 
bloody  deed,  tl^cy  w«rc  procecdiflg  to  fpt; 
open  all  the  peft-houfes,r-to  let.  quX  the  dif-. 
c^fed,^^ — and  maiTacr^  all  obap:s(iou|$  pe^foQS* 

Mean  ^loie  a, Ruffian  o^cer,  najngd  Yrep-. 
Ifiuj  with  greaf  reiplutipa  and  prefi^npe  oi^ 
mind,  cqlljsded  about  feventy  iioldiers :  thj^ff; 
Wjcrje  all  he  cquld  njufteri  hp  al^o.  got  tY^p^ 
pieces  of  cs^nnpp ;  an^  with  thefer.he  pofte^ 

himfiplf  at  the  ei^try  into  qne  of  th^  prindp^l 
ftreef s.  The  jnob  advanced ;  ^  Q?:dpi:cd  bisv 
ihen  to  fire ;  they  did  fo ;  ibme  of  the  riojter$ 
were  killed :  his  men  looked  difcontented ; 
^hey^  were  inclii^qi  tp  mutiny^;  **  is  it  pro- 
*'  per;^  f^idop^qjf  .them,:^jpri«|^^ 

tone,  "  that  ^v*  fhc^^ild  embf  iif  quf  hands  iuk 
**  the  blood  of  oyr  miferah|f^  cpjaatpypien  i - 
Yxegkin  made  ^9  otl^jr  reply  t^ap  ^0  jduogc 
his  fwdrd  in  his  bprpvi.  The  reft  were  con-^ 
founded  J  they  pbcycd  tbc  orders  pf  tbpijTr 
Ipirited  leader,  ^pd  .  dijrpejlff^  t^e  t\xvfi\4p  T: 
npt,  however*  without  the  bloo4flipd  ^t 
niady  hundreds*  ..,    . 

When  the  tidings  caifie  to  tSti  Peteriburg, 
Ihc  confternation  was  Univerfal  j  the  Etoprefa 

G  g  cried 
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ctitd  Wttcrly ;  and  Count  Ortoff  was*  iipfhe- 
diately  appointed^  witK  ftjll  powers,  to  do 
erery  thing  for  the  reftoration  of  healthy  and 
the  re-eftabliftiment  of  the" public  frariquiP 
lity.  IJe  accepted  pf  the  office  with  the  ut- 
moft  alacrity,;'  and  1  hear  his"  labours  are 
likely  to  prpve  eft^edual.  '  He  employs  all 
the  poor  peppTeih  public  wprks  withput  the 
city;'an4  fey  J:eeping,thein  cleanlvr  and  m 
frefh  aif, "the  vrolence  of  the  diforder  i«  much 
abated.  It  is  expedked  top,  that  much  ad  van- 
tage  will  be  derived  from  the  feverlty  of  the 


jfc«<  « ■^'>'< 


"Winter. 


There  is  no  Jappieatarite*  of  ihy  peflileritial 
dJftetaper*  hir. -this-  city.  '  Evefy'  precatitldn , 
However,-  S'-irfed  agaTtift'^tf-^tfe'e'  <6mmufticV 
tiofi  with  Rfofcdw.  ana  dl  TuTpegied  places,  i& 
rhtcrraptca ;  vinegar  it  bufnj  lo^great  qua^itir 
tits  m  every  Hotilfe^,^  and^lf^  uitmoft  attemio4' 
il-patd  to  thelieklthbf  th'^^feV^^TanH/-'S 
rt  IS  not  very  bleki2tnt  to  be  Vithin  two  ot 
tiifee- days  journey  of  fo  dreayfiil  a  pejgfi* 


hour.     Adieu, 
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LETTER     LIV.     (Extract.)  ' 

Anpwer  to  an  Oije^ion  concgrnifi^  the  Nor 
tional  QharaSier  of  the  Rti^nh        \ 


*  *  « 


T  NDEED,  Sir,  I  muftlHU  xctain  my 
^  opinion,  that  the  Ruffiani,  in  gcu 
neral,  (hew  a  great  <Jeal  of  ill-regulated  fenfi^ 
bility.     This  is  a  charatSler  which  ^ou  may 
ofttci  f<s«  exemplified  in  individuals  :   But  I 
fuppofe  RufBa  is  the  only  country  where  it  is 
fo  general  as  to  become  a  leading  feature  ia 
th*e  national  charader.     It  appears,  I  think,  ift 
the  volatility  of  the  Ruffians,  in  thbjr  fickle- 
nefs,  and  fudden  tranfitions  from  one  affec- 
tion, or  one  ftate  of  mind,  to  another;     They 
have  been  branded  with  perfidy  j-   yet  I  am 
apt  to  believe,  that  the  appearances,  in  favour 
of  fuch  a  charge,  may  often  be  traced  to  the 
changes  and   caprices  of  irregular  feeling; 
Nor  is  it  an  objcaion,  that,  in  many  in- 
ftances,  they  d ifcover  ftrong  fymptoms  of  in- 

^  g  2  humanity. 
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humanity.      You  will  agree  with  me,  if  you 
recolleft,  that  feeling  and  fenfibility  may  lead 
men  to  refentment   and  indignation;    thefe 
emotions  may  appear  quite  proper ;    and  if 
fo  in  minds  ui^accudomed  to  refledion,   their 
▼lolent   exceffes   will   fufFer   little    reftraint: 
"fhrs  is  ifliH  more  t'he  cafe,  when  the  manneft 
of  men  are  rude  und  imdffcrplined.    iPerfons 
of  great  fenfibility,  or,  in  other  words,  perfons 
'  very  apt  to  be  moved,  even  in  periods  of  re- 
^Qflbo^t,  bnlefe  their  piiSoiis  fae  under  duib 
-HMHiigemcnt,  are  ^more  in  danger  of  being 
J^ai4pt>rted  byVirulet^c  and  mhuman  veber 
*iB6fiGe,  th^t>  ;perfo0S  of  a  eoider  and  lefs  aiFec«- 
iionote  temper.  The-Grbeks  were  n  people  of 
Siqre  icnfibiUty  fhaa  the  Rofnans  ;  yet  a  fk^ 
£aciau6  ebfeifver,  and  exc^UeAt  judge  of  hii«- 
XBan  nature,  and  withal  an  admirer  of  the 
Greeks^,  fjepreicots  them  as  more  faoguinary 
and   inhuman*      *'  Hoc  egit  civis  Ronumus 
*•  ante  te  nemo.      Externi  ijii  funt  mores. 
"  Ufque^ad  JanguiMmivfitarl  Jokt  odi^m  aut 
••  levium  Cr/ccorumy  xuit  immanium  harbaro- 
\'  rum.'''' 

The  turns  and  phrafes   of  endearment 
ftnioi^  tlie  iRijffians  are  as  extravagant,  as 

f  CiccFO  pro  Ligarlo. 
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they  are  grofs  and  violent  in  their  abufe. 
The  foftnefs  and  copioufnefs  of  their  lann 
guage  too,  are  in  favour  of  my  opinion. — 
In  a  word,  give  them  fteadinefs,  give  them 
firmnefs  of  mind,  either  by  moral  confi- 
derationsy  or  by  a  regard  to  their  own  intc-- 
reft ;  teach  them  to  aft  from  fixed  principles,* 
and  as  they  are  an  animated,  you  would  foon: 
fee  them  arefpedable,  peoples  t  *  l^ 
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LETTER    LV. 
Remarks  on  the  prefent  Situation  of  the  Jews, 

t 

» 

DEAR    SIR, 

T  FLATTER  myfelf  I  fhall  very  foop  have 

**•  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you  in  England* 

•  ♦  #  « 

Mean  time,  as  you  are  a  lover  of  hiftorical 
enquiries,  I  fend  you  inclofed  fome  Remarks 
mtbe  frefmt  Situatitm  of  the  yews.  They 
v^ere  given  me  by  a  fenfible  and  ingenious 
friends  in  confequence  of  fome  ihort  obferva- 
tions  of  mine  on  the  fame  fubjed  f. 

The  Fate  of  the  Jews,  fmce  their 
eonqueft  by  the  Romans,  is  one  of  the  moft 
fingular  events  we  meet  with  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  world.  A  conquered  people  have  ge- 
nerally been  either  extirpated  by  their  con- 
querors,  or  have  been  lefti  by  them  to  enjoy 
certain  laws  and  privileges,  or,  mixing  with 

f  Ste  l^etter  XV* 

'  ■  their 
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their  conqueror 9»  b^v?  uni^d  a9^^^cqn1;>lcRdr 
cd  together.,    Tl^e, Saxons,  ^h^^  ;bey  fon^^ 
queued  England,  i^t|qpatad  the  najtii^^i  :9x4 
they  ceafed  to  be  9  |)^ople.     The '  Norouu^^ 
fpar^d  the  livrcs  of  the  Saxons,  m4^  th^  tw9 
people  uniting,  the  difiihdicn  between  thei^ 
was  quickly  loft.     But  the  Jews,  after  they 
were  .totjquered .  by  the  RomAflS,  ^jei ng  dif- 
perfed  into  the  fobft  diftant  co^ntriesi  withr 
out  any  afibdation.  together*  or :  wol^dut  any 
cocnmon  bond  of  union  to  attach  fbem  to  oof 
country,  or  10  one  forift  of  government,  haw 
rem&iqed  diftind,  f<^ara;tei  •  atid  divided  from 
the  reft  of  world;''  and  tie  where  4o  they 
feem  to  haye  been  blended  with  the  nations 
in  v^hatp  country  they  haye  bad.  tfee-ir  re;fi,- 
dence.     Iq  vain  ^ould  w^  account  for  this 
from  ithe  prophetic  defcriptfpns  of  .^heir  -fitua*" 
tion  contained  in  the  l^acred  Scriptores.    The 
bare   prophecies    could    pever    produce   the 
evfcnt.     It  is  enough,  if  thofe  propHctics  have 
foretold  an  event,  which  it  feems  to  have 
betti  beyond  the  utmoft  power  of  liuman:  wit 
toforefee.     To  account  for  this'ievwit  from 
^hy  fupernaturil-aaale,  muft  \^  'aquttfly^iurii- 
farisfaitory.      It  ts  'not  probable  thfat- God, 
thbogfh'^e  Aiay,'^r  ^«rife  pBF{)dfes^  4tave  ia^ 

G  g  4  tended 
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tended  tb&t  the  Jews  flibuld  remain  hi  thi* 
'iitbatien,  ^6«Id  chufe  to  effeduate  this  by 
^Iflfieireiit  from  tis  <Jthcr  operations  in 
Wofkl :  atid  this  Is  an  account  which  no 
one,  <fdfi*oils^  of  a  folution,  can  reft  npon  Vith 
4ny  tolcribk '  dtfgrce  of  ^  fktiaff a£tion. 

•  iBut  thfc  circuttfiance  rf  the  Jews  hsnring 
Temained  a  fepamte  people,  difunited  from 
levcry  nation  in  whofe  iMJuntry  they  Ijyed^  is 
/not  the  only  tbittg  that  is  fmgolar  in  their 
tiiftory.  Another  very  particular  circum* 
llanfce  in  their  biftoty  i^,  their  having  been 
Talmoft  every  -where  of  the  fame  profeffion. 
The  Jews,  wherever  (ituated,  and  in  whatr 
"ever  eouritry  difp<rfed,  hfavft  conftantJjr  been 
inerchants ;  and  if  you  ■  fpeak  of  a  Jew,  the 

*       -    -  *  • 

idea  of  a  merchant  is  immediately  eaUed  up 
along  With  it. 

.A  thiifd'pirfttxaftancc  very  r particular  in  the 
Munition  pf  the  Jew§  is  their  number.  It  is 
j>W«ved  by  ^Mr^  Addifopjin  a  p^per  in  th^ 
fi|«£la*a)r  upon'  the  fubjeft,  that  the  Jews  iarc 
^tprefent  as  fiumerous  as  they  were  formerly 
in  the  hi^  «f'  Canaan ;  ai>d  that  Jhis  is  iircry 
wondwftiL  :Vb«in  tWjs  90|>fidcr  ^e  ^i^eadfiil 

(laughter 


flaogfatet  n^ade  of  tbem  imder  fobe  oof  tbe 
Roman  Einperore^  their  cUdq^rfidm:  awi  Jim 
lBQinerab]e  QtaiiT^cTiss  and  fieribc^ftiooa  tfcef 
fcaire  fiKce  juf^d^iigotie.  ^ 

A  fourth  circuiQftancet'WhicI)  onay  he  coqk 
fidcred  particular  i^Uh.r^^  to  .the  Jews  4a 
their  charader.  The  Jews,  wherever  ihcy 
have  gone,  have  ever  held  one  uniform  cha« 
fadtcr.  They  have  coaftaiwly^  without  re- 
ception, been  conf^dere^  as  ^  deceitf|xl  %nd  4 
yile  people.  * 

To  endeavour  10  give  fome  account  qf 
jthofe  peculiarities  in.  the  Situation  of  the  Jew;s, 
is  propofed  in  the  following  remarks ;  which 
fhall  be  chiefly  confined  to  the  fituation  of 
thofe  Tew^  who  have  fixed  their  refiden^e  in 
Slurope. 

Firfl,  ^ith  regard  to  their  having  remain- 
ed z  feparate  atnd  diflindt  people,  never 
'mingling  or  bjending  with  thofe  nations 
^mong  whom  they  lived.  One  principal 
paufe  of  this  appears  to  have  arifen  from  the/ 
peculiar  nature  df  their  religion.  The  re'fi- 
l^ton  of  the  Jews  was  fuch,  that  they  could 

not 
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n6t  pBQhlj  Tciua  it»  nalds  the^  cefttaiaed 
feparateaad  diftioidil:.:  -The  moment  they  in* 
termiogledy  or  int^tnafried  wilh  ad^r  other 
nation,  it  behoved  them  to  &ba&d(!>ki  Utid 
forfake  it.  The  religion  of  the  Jews  was 
peculiar  to  thcmfelVeiS;  h  was  pecAiliar  to  the 
twelire  tribes  of  IfraeT;'  it  was  direAW  folely 
to  the  children  of 'Abraham  5  and  was  a  reli- 
gion which  could '  fcarcely  be  adopted  by  any 
other  people/    Befide's,  the  government  of 

the  Jews  was  founded  on  their  relieiofa;  nay, 
made  a  part  of  it ;  and,  unlefs  they  retained 
that  government,  as  inftituted  at  firft  by  Mofes, 
they  could  not  retala  their  religious  princi- 
ples*  The  theocracy,  the  priefthood,  vefted 
in  the  Tribe  of  Levi ;  nay,  every  article'  of 
their  private  \siw$  was  an  article  of  religion, 
and  believed  Ito  be  delivered  by  God  to  Mofes 
from  the  Mount.  Hence  the  neceflity  this 
people  lay  under  of  .remaining  a  diflind 
people,  fo  long  as  they  retained  their  religion. 
This  is  a  circumftance  w:hich  ^iftjpguiftes  the 
Jewifh  from  almoft  every  other  xq>igion.  A 
jproteftant  may  remain  a  Pi  oteftaflfi, wherever 
hq  lives,  whether  he  intermingle  or  unite 
with  the  people  wh^re^ he  Uves^  orqot^  But 
a  Jew,  the  moment  he  does  this,  gives  up  hfs 

religion, 
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^.  religion^  and  forfeits  all  the  bleffings  which 
are  promifed  to  his  natioo>  or  which  belong 
to  hie  particular  tribe.  God's  chofen  and 
well-beloved  people  reckon  themfelvcs  the 
only  people  on  earth  worthy  his  protedion 
and  defence*  Upon  this  foundation  they 
defpife  the  Gentiles,  they  value  themfelves  as 
being  the  fons  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob ; 
and,  in  order  to  obtain  the  bleffings  promifed 
to  each  particular  fed,  they  remain  feparate 
jmd  diftindl,  and  every  Jew  can  number  up 
his  anceftors,  in  a  dire£t  line  from  himfelf  to 
Abraham.  Particular  bleffings  were  pro- 
mifed to  them  and  them  alone ;  and  the  long 
expeded  Meffiah  was  prophefied  to  the 
Jewifti  nation  only ;  and  when  he  came,  he 
5vas  to  be  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah, 

Another  circumftance  which  accounts  for 
the  Jew3  having  never  united  or  intermixed 
with  the  nations  among  whom  they  lived  is, 
.  the  averfion  which,  from  the  particularity  of 
their  fituation^  they  muft  have  entertained  to 
all  the  nations  among  whom  they  inhabited, 
and  which  thofe  nations  muft,  in  their  turn, 
have  had  to  them.  This  mutual  averfion 
fixuft  have  feparated  them  more  and  more ; 

and 
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and  moft  have  tended  ftill  further  to  keep  the 
Jews  a  feparate  and  diftinft  people.  After 
the  eftabliftiment  of  Chriftianity,  it  is  by  no 
jneans  wonderful,  that  the  Jews  fhould  have 
^been  the  objedts  of  hatred  and  antipathy  to 
the  people  among  whom  they  lived.  The 
Jewifh  religion  being  allowed  by  all  Chriftians 
to  be  of  divine  origin,  though  the  only  one, 
except  their  own,  which  could  claim  this  pri- 
vilege; they  were  naturally  led  to  confider  the 
J<;ws  as  the  inofl;  formidable  antagoniils  to 
Chriftianity,  Both  boailing  of  a  religion  of  a 
divine  origin,  the  addition  of  a  new  and  later 
revelation,  being  the  only  circumftance  by 
which  th?  Chriftians  could  fupport  their  de- 
viation from  the  prio^iples  and  religion  of 
the  Jews,  they  were  naturally  apt  to  confider 
thofe  as  their  greateft  enemies,  who,  coming 
io  near  themfelves,  and  allowing  part  of  the 
religion  which  they  pofieffed  to  be  divine,  re- 
fufpd  to  acknowledge  thefe  later  articles  which 
they  deemed  the  moft  important.  Beftdes,  bein^ 
of  the  fame  country  with  the  Author  of  Chrift* 
ianity, having  had  opportunity  of  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  the  miracles  which  he  perform* 
^d,  and  the  other  proofs  which  he  gave  of  the 
^livinity  of  bis  miftion,  it  was  natural  that  the 
.    -^  Chriftians 
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*Chriftiani  (hould  entertain  an  averfton  to  a 
f^eople,  wIk)  were  not  only  of  a  religion  <llif- 
terent  from  their  own,  but  who,  favoured 
with  all  iheFe  circuftances,  continued  to  deny 
thofe  migfcty  works  which  liad  been  wrought 
^moag  them.  But,  abate  all,  it  was  the 
people  of  this  nation  w^ho  had  broi^lit  to  xkt 
!iBoA  caiutl  and  infamous  ijeath  tfaje  Son  t^f 
<5<wl»  ftod  bbe  founder  of  tfae  Chr iftian  ffUbnu 
The  pcbple  concerned  in  tfcis  tranfadion  were 
^EK>w,  indieed,  long  fmce  buried  ia^their  graves^ 
4)ut their  o^ildren  ftill  re^iaipcd  ^  living  ^ex^ 
ample  of  their  wretcbediiefs  ;  nay,  they  ftill 
per6ftedi«  approving  of  the  deed,  and  conti- 
fiucd  to  gUwry  in  what  had  been  done.  We 
may  add  to  this,  that  the  fury  which  forna^riy 
feized  the  Chriftians,  of  making  crufades  to 
the  Holy  Land,  tended  to  keep  up  their  anti- 
pathy to  the  Jews;  and,  at  every  new  expedi- 
t^on^  the  Jews  were  fure  to  feel  the  effeds  o£ 
their  rel^ious  zeal.  The  Engliih  hiftory 
alone  iis  a  fufficient  proof  of  the  oppreffigna 
which  the  Jews  fufFered  ;  and  thefe  were  all 
kid  to  the  charge  of  their  difFeretxce  in  reli- 
gion. It  is  no  wonder  then  that  the  Jewa 
fln)uld  entertain  an  averlion  to  itKe  i^eHgioft 
and  peppie  with  whom  they  lived ;  and  that, 

'  iu 
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in  thefe  circumftances,  they  fliould  be  more 
rivetted  in  their  own  religious  principles  and 
cuftoms^  Befides>  that  ftubbornnefs  fo  na- 
tural to  mankind  in  Certain  circumftances, 
vrhich  makes  them  refolved  not  fo  give  up 
their  opinions  to  fuperior  force,  they  would 
be  apt  to  condder  thofe  oppreflioris  as  the  ef^ 
fcSs  of  the  greateft  depravity  and  blindnefs  ; 
and  they  would  efteem  themfelves  as  fufFering 
in  the  caufe  of  God  and  religion^  Had  the 
Jew^  been  treated  like  other  people, — had 
th^  been  allowed  to  enjoy  the  fame  privi- 
leges and  immunities  with  the  other  inhabit- 
ants of  the  countries  in  which  they  lived,  it 
18  not  probable  that  they  would  have  remain* 
ed  fa  long  a  feparate  and  dlftindt  people. 
Their  own  ancient  manners  would  naturally 
have  begun  to  have  had  lefs  influence  upon 
their  minds;  and  they  would  have  been  gra- 
dually interchanged  for  the  manners  of  their 
neighbours:  but  the  bad  treatment  they  met 
with,,  inftead  of  afRmilating  them  to  the 
people  among  whom'  they  lived,  ferved  to 
preferve  that  difguft  and  thofe  prejudices 
which  it  was  natural  for  them  at  firft  to  cn-t 
tertain  againftthem,  and  to  confirm  them  in 
their  obftiriacy  in.  maintaining  their . ancient 

errors. 
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drMTSt  Th*  Jew»;  fepftrited  aiid  d^perfed 
from  -one  aiioiher,"  bid  fto'  Head,  no '  regular 
fesiety.  Wi  jotiftiooii  to  fap|>6rt  or  confirin  one 
dttotber  ia  their  odtiofaj  »'  feat  Ac  bad*  treit-' 
rflfefit  the;?  Aer^vitfiftt^^ia^heifanB  iett'd,  Inif 

uoitfid  «ae*«iijtoftty  tejtfe3iW&>  Jiiihabite^thc 
Tattle  cou^^v>:v:.,^  :-  m  '';i  yi?  ./i'  ■  .-u  <\  >.'  -. 

I  now  proceed  to  confider  thofe  circum- 
l»se::trifei>  fro»  thfe  fijtoftiofli  in  wliicli  If^ 

blft,  (km  Afteff J  «}|9  W  Atilfenieots  of  the  >|i*w;. 

BuBope,  tb^ gtif»t$ft vpart  crfat  at  }ea&,  mt^fog. 
a^Uiag  tftm^j-.|i(iB  and  barl^arom.  War  was-' 
tbfr)Only.pfi>f8giqn;>»,hiclk'w«8  bdkod  ttpoti-ittf 
Il^ouraWf ;  flr;  repntoM^i  ^'c  Gb«»nkrtei.f«itf 
CTj^y  «rt  <»9(SeA,ed  ipitifc-pefdhfcr^teap  f^'lf^ 

%uovftaB«e  luteals  to  ,di^[ippttifh .  an  Mtlyc 
fxom:ap  JEivpr^tfgd  age^.ritererthaa^har  Aip<^ 
ri^rho^oMfii^j^h-^ffp^i^jd  thorfe who  fomw' 
th^-.m  ©f;  w«fc, :  and  the:,  diigme .  whictf  is 
thif^Wa  upoiTJCTfeiy:  btbeK-i.iMtfb  jh  early  ageS, 
acfiil|on9€d.!toi' military  atchid«<emcntg,'  ^nd' 
ftl^vrtthbighlideMiof  hercsfm  and  Horiotir/ 

are 
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arc  aattnaUy  ^^pt  iq  collider  id  a^  i£ean:  jm^ 
dcipica^le  ligKi  the  ffiOf^  peMcable  and.fafei 
employ m€Dt&  af  ibe  m^ohamc, :  the  maaufac^ 
twrcr^  or  the  ipcr^iapi  i  iwid  tfe«:»rlwJleaflFaif: 

fpw4edj?a;ipj^A>*^:iKH^  ^jHfWffiwte.and  by 

whkh  men  live  by  taking  advan^tigft.  of  (bf^ 
wants  and  neceffities  of  others. 

r      '<  *  f 

.  ««« r  r  •        I   J        •       ...     J       1    ..-*...-  «J^        *     .        .  '   V  ^  '  '         •  ■  » 

W¥^%fef]fqaedd:d]fgmca<«r^a^«^  MtoW  Hf 
cmflqj;^  ifniaf  medhMib^  slrtC^^ln  ^effkw^ 
QMVlbtiri  among'  aH  die  "natibRis  itf  £t»r<^^ 
m«^)iftoicB  iwere  hdd  m  conti^^ptv  chi^- met^' 
<^Qf(|i9e ,  taasi  in  ulus^  ^f csitcA  *  difigp ^ute.  >  Th(B^ 
li«vroin»ng  nooiu^  upon  i&tei'eft^,  a  tbing^ 
^^cboi^C:  »elttdb[  ^rade-tantiot^be  cairied  dn^ 
i^nr.  looked  upon  as  (tie  grofl^%)jtsftice.  In 
(iarl9^49eS)  before  the  inti^iJtdiiM  of  com-' 
I9ffce>.]nm  never  bi^i^r(M^ed  bm  ^ben  in  need 
c^:fB9ne7.  to -£Q|»pl7  their  necefUfies,  or  the 
csmtixon  6xipeaux%  «f  life.  'Fo^^^tiike  ad^an-^ 
t^g^.of  tftefe  &ttoefiltie«»  by^re^tfidg  to  lend 
^it^$i| »  pr«miuni^  j»as  oonfidered  as  an  itt* 
jufiiq^  by  w^^.  men  Jtocdc  advantage  of  «b« 
qe^^tias  c^  ptbers.  A£tcr  4x>min6rce  is  4a<^  - 
tr<)4gic^^  Tv^bea  iOeabegia  ib'bc^raw  moi^r 

noi 
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not  to  fupply  their  necefllties^,  but  with  a 
view  to  profit  atid^  to  increjafe  their  fortune^ 
the  lending  tfioney  may  then  be  defended* 
Bpon  all  the  principles  of  juftice;  yet  men*8 
prejudice  againft  this  fpecies  of  traffic,  from 
the  influenqe  of  cuflom,  ftill  remains ;  and 
the  taking  of  intereff  branded  vs^ith  the 
odious  name  of  ufury,  is  ilrll  prohibited 
and  accounted  itijuftice-  The  fevereft  laws 
were  made  in  Europe  agaitift  it;  the  ca- 
non' law,  from  the  influence  of  the  caufes 
aboVe-iti'emiotied;  which  Wer6  increafed  by 
the  authority  of  Atiftotle's  philofophy,  per- 
nsitted  no  CHriftlan  to  receive  intereft ; 
and'  the  municipa^l^  fecoiided  the  prohibition 
of  the  canon  Ikw* 

From  thefe  caufeft^  the  lending  of  money 
upon  intereft,  the  carrying  on  of  every  mo- 
ney tranfanftiOft^  and  almoft  every  branch  of  • 
bufineft,  vias  takfen  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Chriftiails,  and'  wais  engroffed  by  the  Jews'. 
Hkted  already,  and  defpifed'  by  the  pedple 
attiong^hom  they  lived,  making  light  of  any 
additional  Hatred  ot  contertipt  which  the  pro- 
feffibtt  of  a"  merchant  could  bring  upon  them, 
and  taught  by  their  relrgion  thit  it  was  no 

H  h  .      crime 
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crime  to  take  ufury  from  a  ftranger,  they  en^ 
gaged  in  thofe  branches  of  bufinefs  which  no 
other  perfon  in  the  country,  who  valued  bis 
reputation  or  character,  would  engage  in» 
Devoid  of  the  military  fpirit,  becaufe  they 
had  nothing  to  roufe  it,  and  the.  more  clofely 
attached  to  their  own  intereft,  th^t  they  were 
fecluded  from  the  fociety  of  the  people  anaong 
whom  they  lived,  they  were  almoft  the  only 
perfons,  for  a  long  time,  who  followed  the 
profeflion  of  a  merchant ;  and  by  means 
thereof  they  generally  amaffed  prodigious 
eftates.  Joined  to  their  being  the  only  per- 
fons who  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  this  pro- 
feflion, the  high  interefl  of  money,  wTiich 
fometimes  even  amounted  to  S^ per  cent,  con- 
tributed greatly  to  the  vaft  fortunes  which 
they  were  enabled  to  acquire. 

The  circumftances  which  have  been  now 
mentioned,  as  they  account  for  the  Jews  hav- 
ing been  merchants,  will  likewife  help  to  give 
fome  additional  reafons  for  the  other  peculia- 
rity in  their  fituation,  viz.  their  having  fo 
long  remained  a  feparate  and  diflindl  people* 
It  has  been  (hewn^  that  the  Jews  were  the  na- 
tural objeils  of  odium  to  the  people  among 

whom 
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whom  they  lived  ;  that  this  circumftance,  while 
it  drew  upon  them  many  hardfhipsand  perfe* 
<:utions,  fo  it  rendered  them  more  and  more 
averfe  to  unite  and  connect  themfelves  with 
thofe  people  by  whom  they  fufFered  thefe 
perfecutions.  But  this  mal-treatment  of  the 
Jews  will  not  of  itfelf  fufficiently  account  for 
their  perfeverance  in  their  religion,  and  their 
attachment  to  each  other.  Had  their  perfe- 
verance only  expofed  them  to  evils  and  cala- 
mities* it  is  not  to  be  believed  that  it  would 
have  continued.  Men  may  for  a  while  per- 
fift  in  their  oppofition  to  the  crueleft  perfecu- 
tions ;  and  inftead  of  putting  an  end  to  their 
2eal,  it  nnay  increafe  it;  but  the  more  cool 
views  of  intereft  will,  in  procefs  of  time,  get 
the  better  of  the  more  violent,  and,  of  confe- 
quence,  lefs  permanent  principle  of  zeal. 
The  fathers  may  retain  their  ancient  opi- 
nions, but  the  children  will  be  apt  to  forfake 
them. 

# 
We  have  now  feen,  that  evils  and  ca- 
lamities were  not  the  only  things  which 
attended  the  Jews,  on  account  of  their  reli- 
gion ;  but  from  their  perfeverance  therein, 
and  in  the  dodrines   of  their  fathers,  they 

H  h  2  reaped 
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reaped  manr  and  flgnal  advanta^$.  By  a 
fortuitous  coincidence  of  circumftanccs,  the 
|)er{ecution  and  iH-u&ge  whicti  they  met 
with,  and  the  advantages  which  they  reaped 
from  their  religion  and  country,  woutd  l>oth 
liave  the  fame  efi^e(fk»  and  would  lend  to  make 
them  continue  attached  to  their  reJigioR  and 
people,  and  averfe  ta  mingle  and  unite  with 
other  nations.  When  they  were  harafled 
and  oppreffed  by  the  Chriftians,  they  w«uM 
confider  ihemfelves  as  fuffering  m  the  caufe 
of  G6d,  and  the  confideration  of  thi#  would 
attach  them  ftrongly' ta  their  religion  y  when, 
from  the  circumftancc  of  their  being  of  ihac 
religion,  they  amafled  great  fortunes,  they 
w/outd  confider  thcfe  as  the  reward  of  tlieit 
perfeverance  j  and  ready  to  fink  under 
the  ili-ufagc  they  met  with,  they-  would 
comfort  themfelves  under  the  view  of  more 
profperous  Gircumftanccs,  and  of  amaffing  ftill 
greater  fortunes;  not  to  mention  that  the 
Jews,  having  no  other  object  to  attradl.  their 
attention  or  engage  their  thoughts,  would 
naturally  become  interefted,  and  put  a  high 
value  on  their  riches.     The  perfecutions  they 

met  with,,  were  lifcewife  chiefly  of  that  kind 

which 
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^liich  made  them  put  the  greater  value  on 
the  advantages  they  received  from  their  reli- 
gion. The  averfion  of  the  Clirlftians  to  the 
Jews,  while  it  led  the  Chriftians  to  opprefs 
them,  ferved  at  the  fame  time  to  gratify  ano- 
ther ftrong  principle  in  the  human  mind  j  their 
avarice.  The  ill-will  of  the  Chriftians  was 
chiefly  exerted  in  robbing  and  plundering  the 
Jews  of  their  great  eftates.  This  circumftance 
muft  have  had  a  confiderable  influence  in  at- 
taching  them  to  their  religion.  It  was  the 
poverty  or  neceffity  of  the  Chriftians  which 
led  them  to  attack  the  fortune*  of  the  Jews ; 
it  was  the  riches  of  the  Jews  which  expofed 
them  to  th^fe  attacks.  The  continual  compa- 
rlfon  of  thofe  different  fituations  would  make 
tfee  Jews  always  give  the  preference  to*  their 
own.  It  was  to  their  religion  they  owed 
being  fo  much  richer  than  the  people  abou^ 
them  ;  and  the  worft  that  could  ^  befal  them> 
was  to  be  ftripped  of  thofe  pofleflions,  and  to 
be  reduced  to  fortunes  fimilar  to  thofe  of  their 
neighbours.  By  becoming  converts  to 
Ghriftianity,  they  loft  at  once  all  the  advan- 
tages of  procuring  large  fortunes,  whereas, 
by  remaining  in  their  antient  perfuafion,  they 

l^  h  3  had 
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had  ftill  a  chance  of  freeing  themfelves  from 
the' plunder  of  their  enemies.  Attached  to' 
no  one  country  more  than  another,  if'ever  the 
perfecution  raifed  againft  them  became  fo  hot 
as  to  deftroy  all  the  advantages  of  their  re- 
maining in  the  country  where  they,  refided, 
they  quickly  left  it ;  and  finding  means,  by 
the  invention  of  bills  of  exchange,  to  remove 
their  efFeds,  they  fettled  in  fome  other  coun- 
try where  they  could  live  with  greater  fafety. 
This  happened  in  England  during  the  reign 
of  one  of  the  Edwards;  and  fince  that  time, 
Mr.  Hume  obferves,  very  few  of  that  nation, 
have  ever  lived  in  England, 

.  Thefe  remarks  may  give  fome  account  of 
the  caufes  of  the  particular  fituation  of  the 
Jews.  Their  having  fo  long  remained  a  fe* 
parate  and  diftindt  people,  and  attached  fo 
clofely  to  their  religion,  feems  to  have  arifen, 
firft,  from  the  nature  of  that  religion,  the 
very  exiftence  of  which  depended  on  its  vo- 
taries continuing  a  ftparate  people.  2dly,  It 
feems  to  have  arifen  from  the  averfion  which 
took  place  between  them  and  the  people 
among  whom  they  lived,  and  thehardfliipsand 
perfccutions  they  met  with^  which  increafed 

that 
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that  hatred  and  diflike.  3dly,  It  appears,  that 
it  maybe  alfo  in  part  accounted  for,  from  cer- 
tain advantages  which  they  reaped  from  con- 
tinuing attached  to  their  religion  and  peo- 
ple. 

The  fecond  peculiarity  mentioned  in  the 
fituation  of  the  Jews,  has  alfo  been  accounted 
for,  viz.  their  having  been  merchants,  from 
the  particular  fituation  of  the  countries  in 
which  they  lived,  which  prevented  other  men 
from  being  merchants,  or  laid  them  under 
great  difadvantages  if  they  followed  that  pro- 
fcffion^ 

With  regard  to  the  third  circumftance, 
mentioned  as  fingular  in  the  fituation  of  the  . 
Jews,  viz.  their  great  number,  perhaps  it 
may  be  afcribed  to  their  being  merchants, 
and  the  wealth  and  opulence  which  the  exer- 
cife  of  that  profefTion  produced.  It  is  an  ob- 
fervation,  the  truth  of  v/hich  wiJl  not  be  dif- 
puted,  and  which  has  been  lately  well  illuf- 
trated  by  fome  eminent  writers,  that  the  po- 
puloufnefs  of  a  people  depends  on  its  means 
of  fubfiftence  J ,  and  that,  in  ihort,   wh/crever 

H  h  4  people  ' 
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.people  have  enough  to  roftiotfuiri  a  fanwly* 
they  will  get  a  family ;  and  tha,t  where  this 
is  the  cafe,  the  nation  muft  increa^  in  ii^ 
.iiumbers.  Now,  the  Jews  becoming  rich 
and  wealthy,  had  fubfiftence  fufficient.  They 
had  more ;  they  were  richer  than  their  neigh- 
bours around  them ;  and,  as  they  increafed 
their  conne»ons  became,  of  courfe,  mof^ 
and  more  numerous. 

The  fourth  circumftance,  which  was  men^ 
tioncd  as  particular  with  regard  to  the  Jews, 
was  the  unfavourable  charader  uniformly 
given  of  them.  The  remarks  which  have 
been  made,  will  help  to  give  fome  account  of 
this.  To  which  may  be  added  the  juft  obfer- 
vation,  that,  to  treat  men  with  infamy,  is  the 
fure  way  to  make  them  deferve  it. 

Upon  the  whole,  thefe  caufes,  if  they  can- 
not account  for  the  events,  may,  at  Icaft,  give 
room  for  enquiry  upon  the  fubj€(5t.  It  muft 
be  confeffed,  however,  that  the  influence  of 
thefe  caifesfeems  ncnv  to  be  near  an  end.  The 
principles  of  toleration  that  have  now  taken 

place,  have,  in  fornc  me?ifure,  naoderated,  at 

I  placei 
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Jeaft,  men  a  averfioa  to  the  JewBj  aadftlie  Im^ 
.poyements  of  a  !iniore  lenlightemd  ^ge  hwe 
made-men  form  better  and  more  WAitth/  i»>- 
^om  of  all  tiie  teagrfafliians  of  cnarniKGoe. 
TItefe  Remain  have  -dbie&j  been  omfiiiol 
to  the  (ituation  of  die  |ew8  ipviio  la^  iettkd 
in  Europe.  With  regard  to  the  Jews  who 
have  ftttled  in  other  countries,  it  fhall  only  be 
obferved  in  general,  that  the  fame  caufes  which 
account  for  the  Angular  fituation  of  the  Jewa^ 
in  Europe,  will  account  for  it  likewife  elfe- 
where.  The  Jewifli  religion  is  oppofite  to 
the  Mahometan  and  Pagan,  as  well  as  to  the 
Chriftian;  and  there  feems  indeed  to  have  been 
fomething,  both  in  the  religious  and  political 
inftitutions  and  cuftomsof  the  Jews,  peculiar  to 
themfelves,  which  ferved  to  detach  them,  and 
to  render  them  odious  to  every  other  people 
in  the  world.  The  fame  caufes  will  likewife 
account  for  their  being  merchants :  befides, 
it  ought  to  be  obferved,  that  Alexandria  was 
the  place  to  which  moft  of  the  Jews,  who  did 
not  inhabit  Europe,  reforted ;  but  the  fitua"!* 
tion  of  Alexandria  was  fuch  as  peculiarly 
fitted  it  for  merchandize,  and  for  infpiring 
into  the  minds  of  a  people,  who  had  no  other 

objefl: 
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objeft  to  attach  them,  a'  fondnefs  for  ihis  oo 
cupation.  Alexandria,  fituated  on  the  coaft 
of  the  Levant,  not  far  from  the  Red  Sea,'an4 
near  one  of  the  mouths  of  the  Nile,  lay  moft 
conveniently  for  carrying  on  the  merchandize 
Df  India  and  of  all  the  Eaft* 
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LETTER    LVI.     (Extract.) 

journal  of  a  Voyage  from  Cronjiadt  rt 

Copenhagen. 

«       ♦       ^       ^       ♦       ♦ 

Auguft  16th,    \li7E  f^t  f^'l  ^J^  ^^  after- 
I77<2.  ^^      noon   for    England*. 

An  agreeable  evening;  a  brilk  wind;  the 
moonlight  glancing  upon  the  waves  ;  gentle 
lightning  darting  at  intervals  from  the 
bofom  of  a  white  cloud  :  the  woody  coaft  of 
Efthonia  calm  and  filent. 

Why  did  my  heart  throb,  and  my  tears 
ftart,  when  I  found  myfelf  in  an  Englifli  man 
of  war  ?  A  thoufand  images  of  friends  and 
country  ruQied  on  my  mind.  O,  Nature ! 
with  what  exquifite  cords  doft  thou  bind  our 
hearts,  and  makeft  them  thrill  with  ineffable 
rapture  !  I  leaned  over  the  fide  of  the  fhip, 
and  thought  of  Britain. 

•  In  the  Flora,  commanded  by  Mr.  now  Sir,  George  Col- 
lier, who  diHinguilhed  hinfelf  in  the  laH  war  by  bis  fervices 
in  America,  and  by  the  capture  of  the  Leocadia. 

6  Aug. 
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Aug.  17th.  We  pafled  Hogland:  a 
mountainous  and  heath- clad  ifland. 

Aug.  1 8th— 29th.  Crofe  wind«  all  the 
way  from  the  Gulf  of  Finland :  we  run  zig- 
zag from  Abo  to  Dantzig,  and  from  Dantiig 
to  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia.  We  pafs  Gothland ; 
its  fhorcs  are  involved  in  a  ftorm.  Mean- 
time the  failors  are  drowning  cats  and  goats  ; 
performing  iacrifice^  balf  in  jefl:  and  half  lA 
etrneftf  to  the  devil.  There  is  more  poly- 
theifm  in  the  world  than  is  commonly 
though  t,  - 

Aug.  3Qth.  A  thoufand  bleffings  on  thy 
green  hills  and  rocky  ftiores,  and  on  all  thy 
fons  and  daughters,  fair  and  pleafant  Born- 
holm  !  Though  thou  caaft  noit  boaft  of 
groves  and  trees,  yet  thy  verdure  is  lovely  t 
^nd  ftilU  to  the  weary  mariner,  may  it  feem 
£3 !  Still,  as  to  us,  may  thy  gentle  gales 
come  in  place  c^  impetuous  tempefls  ! 

Sept.  I  ft.  We  pafled  the  Ifle  of  Ween; 
and  alfo  a  long  neck  of  land  that  forms  the 
Bay  of  Copenhagen.  We  left  to  the  leeward 
fifty-two  fail  of  merchantmen.     The  fcene 

delightful: 
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deliglitful :  it  exhibits  Copcnhagefi  lying  at 
the  bottom  o£  the  Bay,  ornamented  witb  fc*- 
ven  confideraWcfte^ples,  and  a  number  of  lefler 
ipires ;  behind  it,  a  beautiful  green  eminence} 
the  ihore  on  each  fide  flat)  adorned  with  ver^ 
dure,  corn  fields^  houfes,  and  v-iHagedf;  a 
muhitude  of  veflels,  including  eight  fbips  of 
war,  belonging  to  different  nations^  lying  at 
anchor. 

Sept  2d.,  The  city  of  Copenhagen  is  ir- 
regularly  and  too  clofely  built.  The  ilreets 
are  narrow  and  ill  paved;  the  houfes  are  of 
brick,  and  are  covered  with  tiles^  The  pa- 
lace i«  a  heavy  inelegant  building:  and-  the 
gardens  of  Rofenburg  exhibit  nothin^g  bufc 
narrow  lane$'  betweea  high  hedges,  a«d  dufl 
canals.  I  do  affure  you,  and  the  fadt  may  be 
of  fervice  to  thofe  who  gaze  on  the  outfide 
of  a  palace  with  admiration,  that  in  a  room  in 
the  manfion  of  the  Danifli  Princes,  where 
we  were  told,  the  King  and  his  Minifters 
held  councils  of  ftate,  we  beheld — the  Royal 
Game  of  the  Goofe. 

0 

The  Mufeum  contains  a  valuable   collec- 
tion of  natural  curiofities,  and  fome   good 

pidures.     Here   we  were  alfo  fliewn  (ome 

ivory 
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ivory  trinkets  executed  by  a  Danifli  King : 
the  workmanfliip  wa$  indeed  fine  :  but  as  we 
•^cre  looking  at  one  piece  that  confifted  of 
different  parts  linked  together  by  little  ivory 
xing89  the  perfon  who  fiiewed  it  accidenily 
dropt  it  on  the  floor :  it  was  fhivered  into  a 
thoufand  fragments.  We  were  filled  with 
confternalion  :  a  monument  of  royal  inge- 
nuity !  a  palladium  perhaps  of  the  DaniOi 
Hate! — ^'^  Never  mind  it,"  faid  our  good- 
natured  guide,  *'  I  fhall  have  another  ia  itt 
•'  place  to-morrow.'* 

The  other  curiofuies  which  are  fliewn  to 
ilraiigers,  are.  the  dock-yard,  which  is  indeed 
very  noble  j  and  the  heads  of  Struenfee  and 
Brandt,  which  are  very  fhocking.     ♦  *  *  ♦ 

Adieu. 

Cras  ingcns  iterabimus  aquor. 


THE     END. 


errata: 

Page    25.  line  10.  for  render  read  rendtrs. 
211,  —   6,  for  fullen  read  fallen. 

270. 8.  dele  or. 

10.  for  without  difguife^  readot  without 
difguife. 
41 1.  ..i-i^  3.  for  flames  read  flame* 
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